
The latest proposed addition to 
the network of cycle paths is a 

new route between Greenwich and 
Eltham, part of which goes across 
the heath. 

Greenwich Councillor Calum 
O’Byrne Mulligan explained, “We 
want to make it safer and easier for 
people to travel between Eltham and 
Greenwich by walking, wheeling and 
cycling, while creating better        
connections to schools, public   
transport and local services.” 
However, the proposal includes 
widening the paths on the heath, 
which many local people, cyclists 
included, are against. They say that 
widening paths is unnecessary. One 
local resident pointed out that 
pedestrians and cyclists have 
respected each other up to now and 
“whenever there is a potential clash 
then the cyclist or pedestrian easily 
uses the safe and flat adjacent   
heathland.” 
Some also fear that, as well as    

damage to the heath, making a 
wider dedicated path for cyclists will 
only encourage cyclists to cycle 
faster than they already do and 
won’t prevent both cyclists and 

pedestrians from wandering into the 
path of each other. What the result 
of the wider consultation is remains 
to be seen, but any changes would 
also have to be agreed by Lewisham 
Council and the Earl of Dartmouth, 
who owns the Lewisham side of the 
heath. The latter has refused to 
allow path widening in the past. 
The Blackheath Joint Working 
Party, which has a central role in 
protecting the use of the heath and 
preserving its fragile grasslands, is 
against reducing the amount of 
grassland without replacing it    
elsewhere. There have been successes 
in recent years both in limiting 
access for cars and in ensuring that 
events are well spaced and create as 
little damage as possible. 

WS Environment Committee 

The Car Park has been declared 
an asset of community value by 

Lewisham council following a     
campaign to refuse a proposed 
development.  
What is an asset of Community 
Value? It is buildings or land which 
are used for the well-being or social 
interest of the local community. The 
Car Park is central to Blackheath 
Village and used by commuters and 

shoppers alike. On a Sunday a 
Farmers Market is held from Noon 
to 2pm which in turn brings        
customers to the village where the 
shops are open to also meet the 
needs of the Market goers.  It is a 

busy lively space bringing much 
needed business to Blackheath.  
Lewisham planning committee are 
considering the impact on trade to 
Blackheath, social activity and the 
Farmers Market of the proposed 
development in the car park. The 
declaration of a community asset 
will not automatically refuse the 
development which includes a row 

of terraced house, two blocks of 
flats and space for 40 Market Trader 
stalls. Eight of the 45 new homes 
would be for people on Lewisham’s 
waiting list.

The Car Park adjacent to the chip 
shop in Old Dover Road was at   

auction on Thursday 10th 
September with a reserve price of 
£500,000.  It was sold for 
£1,155,000. There is currently no 
information on its future use. 
........................................................ 
 
The 5G phone mast application for 
a 20 M mast and three equipment 
boxes for Siebert Road has been 
refused by RBG, on the basis of its 
visual effect on the Conservation 
Area (views from Glenluce 
Road/Kirkside); inaccurate render-
ing of that view; inadequate      
exploration of whether another site 
might suffice.  
........................................................ 
 
Greenwich Council have begun a 
formal consultation to introduce a 

20mph speed limit throughout the 
borough. This will align with the 
other inner London boroughs.  
........................................................ 
 
Tackling anti-social behaviour in the 
Park. 
Sadly there has been an increase in 
anti-social behaviour in the Park 
recently including dangerous cycling 
and criminal damage. 
We can all help the Park by     
reporting incidents to 101 on the 
link:  
https://www.met.police.uk/ro/report/ 
Using the online link is quicker than 
a phone call and will generate a 
crime reference number. This builds 
up a database of reported issues. 
The more reports the better as this 
will help demonstrate the need for 
security to keep our lovely Park 
safe. 
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And all at once, summer collapsed into fall – Oscar Wilde

Newsbriefs

Photo: The Greenwich Wire

Image: Acorn Property Group/ John Pardey 
Architects/ Matthew Wigan Associates



We were into the fifth heatwave 
but everything about 

PARKSfest 2026 at Mycenae House 
and Gardens was cool. The music 
was uplifting and fun, the stalls 
tempted with handcrafted bags, 
cards, clothing and more. The 

Morris dancers did their thing with 
bells and sticks, and The Westcombe 
Society signed up new members and 
sold copies of the terrific book 
Westcombe Walks by the late Neil 
Rhind. As ever, the Mycenae House 
staff made sure the day was     
memorable for us all. 

Diane Blackwell

The Westcombe Society’s coffee 
morning at Mycenae House and 

walk to Trinity Buoy Wharf for 
Macmillan Cancer were attended 
with enthusiasm, energy and fun. 
Thank you all who were involved 
and, as ever, our gratitude to the 
Mycenae House staff for their help. 
The sum raised by the two functions 
will be advised in the November 
issue.                  Diane Blackwell

The opportunity was taken to try 
the new Thameslink train seats 

at London Bridge on 10th 
September. The old seat is on the 
left and the new seat on the right. 
You can see that the new seat is 
deeper, giving more thigh support, 
and it is also deeper. In our view it 
is an improvement and slightly more 
comfortable, but the seat pitch (the 
gap between rows of seats) will 
remain the same so for reasonably 
tall people the space will remain 
tight. They are due to be    fitted to 
all Thameslink trains from next 
spring. 

The return to six trains an hour   
during daytime and Saturdays from 
December has now been confirmed 
by Southeastern. The timetable 
starts on 13 December and should 
be   published in the next couple of 
weeks. This is a welcome return to 
pre-Covid service levels.

No pressure, but the next Quiz is 
on November 14th and all you 

local  quizaholics know that the 
brain needs to be in top form on the 
night. Don’t overthink coming - just 
do it! The upcoming knowledge 
teaser is at Mycenae House, 7.00 pm 
for a 7.30pm start, tables of 6. 
Team up with pals or make new 
friends. There’s a half time breather 
with fish n chips at £14 per person…
and prizes at the end of the evening. 
The entry fee for Westcombe 
Society members is £8, and for non 
-members it’s £9. 
To book please email Gavin: 
gavin.wsevents@gmail.com 

Diane Blackwell

Be part of our independent 
amenity group which aims to 

forge links within the community to 
make Westcombe Park a better 
place for all who live and work here. 
What do we do? 
• Create and deliver an award-win-
ning newspaper to homes and     
businesses free of charge. 
• Support local charities. 
• Bring local people together at 
events throughout the year. 
• Care for the environment in 
Westcombe Park and beyond. 
The Westcombe News. 
We keep all up to date on local 
issues and events through the 
Westcombe News: 
• 4,000 copies delivered free 10 times 
a year. 
• Lively discussion of local (and 
wider) topics. 
• News on the local environment. 
• What’s on in the area. 
Events. 
Events for young and old (and in 
between) throughout the year: 
• Lively quiz nights. 
• Easter Egg Hunt.   
• Members and helpers evening. 
• MacMillan coffee morning and 
walk. 
Supporting local charities. 
We give most of the profits from 
our events to local charities includ-
ing: 
• The Mental Health Activity Trust. 
• Reachout at Mycenae House. 
• AFRIL. 
Caring for the environment.  
We aim to maintain and enhance 
the local environment and the 
Westcombe Park Conservation Area 
by: 
• Reviewing and commenting on 
planning applications small and 
large. 
• Helping to promote and protect 
green areas and trees. 
• Working with other groups to 
campaign for the local environment 
Get involved!  
Join the Westcombe Society to    
support our work.  Or volunteer - 
we are looking for: 
• Reporters. 
• Photographers. 
• Environmentalists. 
• Marketeers/Social networkers. 
• Cake makers. 
• Paper deliverers and many more... 
For how to join or volunteer email 
info@westcombesociety.org' 
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PARKSfest 2026
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Society

Thameslink Seats 
and Timetable

BLACKHEATH HIGH

Where girls boldly go 
blackheathhighschool.gdst.net

Apply now for Year 3 
7+ application deadline: 14 December 2026



Blackheath 
Fireworks return 

again
Fireworks are returning to 

Blackheath on Saturday 7th 
November. The event will run from 
5pm to 10pm, with fireworks    
scheduled for 8pm. The format will be 
a ticketed event similar to the one held 
in 2025 but ‘with improvements’, say 
the organisers. As we understand it, 
there will be no restrictions on those 
who wish to watch the fireworks from 
outside the event, though the display 
will be designed to give the best view 
to those who have bought tickets, as 
was the case last year. 

The changes to the event were not   
presented to the BJWP (Blackheath 
Joint Working Party), as they should 
have been, despite changes to the    
location and size of the event. This 
means that advance information and 
discussion of concerns have been     
limited to an online event in the middle 
of the school holidays, when many 
were away. There was also a new 
application for a licence, but    
unfortunately those on the Greenwich 
side of the heath were not aware of 
this. 
The number of tickets available will be 
greater this year, but organisers hope 
that providing three entrances will   
alleviate the bottlenecks experienced 
last year. The footprint is also larger, 
which means more of the heath will be 
enclosed, including an area of good 
acid grassland. One entrance will be 
next to Talbot Place, which is     
understandably not popular with local 
residents. 
It appears that roads will be closed in 
Blackheath and buses diverted from 
3pm, possibly earlier. This means that 
no buses will serve Blackheath Village 
from 3pm, with the nearest bus stops 
being in central Lewisham, Lee Green 
or Maze Hill. Due to the lack of       
discussion with BJWP, it is unclear 
whether any roads will be closed in 
Westcombe Park and how parking will 
be controlled. The Westcombe Society 
has asked for consideration to be given 
to closing roads and introducing     
parking controls to protect pedestrians 
and the heath. At minimum, vehicles 
should be prevented from parking on 
the heath, both for protection of the 
heath and for the protection of     
pedestrians. 
More information on the event, road 
closures, bus diversions and tickets for 
the event are available on  
blackheathfireworks.com.

   NEIGHBOURHOOD
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The Westcombe News is very sad to 
report the death of Myles Dove, at 

the great age of 99, peacefully in his 
sleep.  Born in Sheffield, Myles was 
packed off to Abbotsholme School in 
Staffordshire. a school whose emphasis 
on experiential learning, environmen-
talism and global citizenship surely 
influenced him throughout his life. 
    School was followed by National 
Service in the RAF in India, a period 
he remembers with great affection, 
though it is likely he liked India more 
than the RAF; one of his treasured 
possessions was a journal of his time 
with atmospheric line-drawings and 
water colours. He loved showing it to 
visitors and reliving those distant 
times. 
    After training as an architect in 
Sheffield, he joined the architect’s   

practice, Sheppard Robson in London, 
where he met fellow architect Deirdre 
Downer. Marriage and three children 
followed.  Early on, they lived In a 
Georgian house in Bloomsbury, but 
they later moved to Greenwich; it was 
here that in 1965 Myles and Deirdre 
presided over sensitive restoration 
work in Our Ladye Star of the Sea on 
Crooms Hill, including a new gallery 
and a porch. 
    In 1968, they built their own house, 
at the top of Maze Hill, complicated 
because the site was quite small. They 
made the most of it; the result was a 
modernist masterpiece, showing with 
its uses of wood a Scandinavian influ-
ence. Number 129 Maze Hill was one 
of four finalists selected for the 
Architecture Today 'Test of Time' 
Individual House Award in 2026, a 
rare honour.  It was in this house that 
they ran a very successful practice   
producing, amongst other things, 
Rippon Hall in Oxford, which won a 
Civic Trust Award, as well as a      
number of other works, including The 
Warrells in Lee Road.  
    Sadly, Deirdre passed away in her 
mid-fifties, much missed by Myles and 
their three children.  This was a very 
difficult time for Myles and his family, 
and he was fortunate to find happiness 
with Barbara. Together they rebuilt 
their lives after a difficult period for 
each. They were keen cyclists – 
Barbara took part in a challenging 
bicycle charity rally across Europe.  
    Myles grew old gracefully; he       
celebrated his 70th birthday windsurf-
ing in Portsmouth Harbour, he 
embraced computer technology     
effortlessly, and his use of Skype 

enabled him to keep in touch with his 
older sister Carol in Australia.  
     Myles and Barbara were closely 
involved with the local community in 
Westcombe Park.  He advised on the 
Westcombe Society’s planning        
committee, and for years acting as   
contributor to, and distribution      
manager of, the Westcombe News, 
Barbara joining him on the cycling 
deliveries. A loyal supporter of local 
churches (St Alfege’s, St George’s in 
Glenluce Road, St Nicholas in 
Deptford), he also led a personal    
campaign against graffiti, donning 
overalls and erasing it as soon as it was 
daubed. He was passionate about trees, 
and made a tree map of Westcombe 
Park.  
    Myles and Barbara had a wide circle 
not just of family, but many friends, 
and his passing will be deeply mourned 
by all who knew him. He has 
bequeathed to society not just lasting 
pieces of architecture, but three     
multi-talented children – Caroline and 
Simon are both accomplished         
architects, and Jonathan is an        
internationally famous composer – 
four grandchildren and two great-
granddaughters.         N.G.   
 A celebration of Myles’s long life will 
be at St Alfege Church Greenwich SE10 
9BJ on Thursday 8 October at 3pm. 
Please start arriving from 2:30pm. The 
service will be about an hour.  There is 
no dress code. No flowers please but 
donations may be sent to Emmaus 
and Practical Action. 
(An article on Myles Dove by son-in-
law Tom Fitzimmons appeared in the 
Westcombe News in April 2017) 

Neville Grant

Myles Dove - RIP

ELECTRICAL, 
PLUMBING & 

All Handyman jobs  

NO JOB TOO SMALL  
Clean & reliable, with 35yrs experience 

 

07931 790 957 

Lbbuilders@ntlworld.com

14 & 24 Page Heath Lane, Bickley, Bromley, Kent BR1 2DS

www.bickleyparkschool.co.uk

Now
Co-ed!

INDEPENDENT PREP SCHOOL FOR BOYS & GIRLS AGED 2½–13

BICKLEY PARK SCHOOL

Be All You
 Can Be

Find out more here:

Weekly Tours

Come 
and Visit
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As well as being a lovely place for a 
stroll Greenwich Park is a great 
place for wildlife with its many 
mature trees and areas of acid    
grassland.  
You can get involved with the bugs 
and beasties through joining the 
Friends of Greenwich Park. I     
recently went on one of their bat 
walks. Everyone was given a bat 
monitor to listen for their approach 
and it was a thrill to hear the bats 
coming then have them swoop over 
our heads in the dusk. 

The Friends also do regular bird 
walks, occasional tree and fungi 
walks and children’s nature activi-
ties.  A recent addition was a study 
day on bumble bees and monthly 
walks to spot these in partnership 
with the Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust. 
There are groups monitoring frogs 
and newts and also butterflies and 
new members are always welcome.  
The work of these groups will show 
the impacts of changes to the park 
for instance the replanting of the 
Rose Garden including the new 

meadow area has substantially 
increased the number and variety of 
butterflies seen there. 

The Royal Parks also encourage vol-
unteers.  They organise practical 
work in the park, volunteer rangers 
and the butterfly survey.  There are 
also many opportunities at other 
Royal Parks across London includ-
ing Richmond and Bushy – two 
parks with fantastic wildlife. 
Finally the coffee – 25% off food 
and non-alcoholic drinks in the cafés 
in the park when you join the 
Friends! 

To join the Friends of Greenwich 
Park see their website 
http//www.friendsofgreenwichpark.o
rg.uk  or contact Rob Toogood, 
rj2good@hotmail.com,  for member-
ship and Clare Hatcher, 
clare.h.hatcher@gmail.com, for 
wildlife activities. 
For The Royal Parks volunteering 
see  
www.volunteer.royalparks.org.uk. 

     Jane Wilson

Birds, Bees, Fungi  
and Cheap(er) Coffee

FEATURES
M&S Car park 
I am a resident in the Westcombe 
Park area of Blackheath and regu-
larly shop in Marks & Spencer at 
Blackheath Royal Standard. The 
one-hour parking restriction is   
making it very difficult to complete 
my shopping and on Friday 5 June, 
I incurred an £85 parking fine for 
going over the hour by 17 minutes.   
On that day, I took my car to the 
store because I was carrying out a 
weekly shop, as I do almost every 
week, and as a person in my seven-
ties with arthritis, I cannot possibly 
carry my shopping home.  On that 
day I visited the butcher, the     
greengrocer, the pet shop and the 
chemist (these are all local indepen-
dent stores that rely on the local 
population for their trade) before 
spending over £150 in Marks & 
Spencer.  However, I spent almost 
all the hour in Marks & Spencer; as 
is common, I often speak to people 
I know when I shop in the store. I 
feel that I have been severely 
penalised, even if I pay within 14 
days, I will still incur a charge of 
£50 making my weekly shop in 
M&S no longer viable and I now 
feel unable to do my weekly      
shopping in M&S at the Standard.  
This means that I will choosing 
either Sainsbury’s or Waitrose in 
Charlton or Greenwich respectively.  
This will more than double the car-
bon footprint and brings other chal-

lenges as a result of the LTN 
arrangements. 
If the Council proceeds with the sale 
of the car park in Old Dover Road, 
I fear that will spell the end of local 
independent businesses and in    
particular, our lovely local,   
independent cafes and remove a lot 
of local employment options. 
I have copied in the Westcombe 
Society and Greenwich Borough as 
I am aware that there are a lot of 
other people around Westcombe 
Park who are also unhappy with the 
changes. 
Yours faithfully, 
Mrs Lorraine Harper 
 
Re: Refusal of planning permission 
for 20m high telecoms mast in 
Siebert Road. 
We are delighted that the proposal 
for this mast, barely 50ft from our 
Forest School entrance on Siebert 
Road, has been refused planning 
permission by the Royal Borough. 
We are immensely grateful to the 
Westcombe Society, Geoff Brighty 
for his personal interest in this     
matter and the Westcome Society 
Environment Committee for their 
strong stance against this proposal.  
We also thank all of our neighbours 
and school families for their united 
support.  
Yours sincerely 
Wendy Fidler  
Head of School, MEfA Montessori 
135 Westcome Hill 

Letters

Gatekeeper butterfly in the park – credit Sally Moore

Bat walk 1 and 2 – credit Will Fox, Friends of 
Greenwich Park

Smooth newt – credit Mark Pritchard
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FEATURES
Crime Prevention 
Alert: Distraction 

Burglaries

 Poppy Appeal

Ambiguous Proposition – a          
compelling, thought-provoking play at 
the Bakehouse Theatre in Blackheath 

The Bakehouse Theatre in 
Blackheath is a small but      

thriving creative theatre space just 
behind the Age Exchange café in 
Blackheath Village. The production 
was put on by Wait, What? 
Production in association with 
MillerMoss.  
There, we found a compelling      
one-woman play exploring one of 
the most complex and divisive issues 
of our time - allegations of sexual 
harassment. Margaret Woods is a 
successful, if slightly bitter      
employment judge in mid-life prime. 
Performed courageously and fiercely 
by Hilary Cordery who is an     
award-winning actor and director 
who was once an employment 
lawyer herself. Writer and             
co-director Shona Newmark       
practised as an employment lawyer 
for over 30 years before retiring last 
year and channelling her expertise 
into playwriting.  
Margaret Woods, the character, is 
passionate about her work and    
family, assertive sweary and she 

weaves the narrative into identifying 
with post-menopause killer whales 
who fiercely protect their adult sons. 
The sexual harassment case focuses 
on her son Bradley who, as a     
twenty-something fresh out of      
college, is slightly naïve in thinking a 
workplace flirtation can be a casual 
affair, while being targeted so 
Margaret believes by a            
‘manipulative’ woman at his      
workplace with dire consequences. 
Margaret is initially confident that 
her knowledge of the law can make 
this family problem go away… 
The play challenges assumptions and 
invites audiences to examine the    
evidence for themselves. It is 
thought-provoking, fast-paced and 
wryly comedic reminding us of the 
reality of the workplace in 2026 and 
all the issues that go with it.  
Do get along to the Bakehouse to 
see this play and their two upcoming 
ones 1 King, 2 Princes and 
Shakespeare’s Lie and A Forgotten 
Woman: Mrs Oscar Wilde both in 
November. Find out more at 
www.millermoss.co.uk  

Polly Morgan 

Ambiguous Proposition

We have recently received 
reports of distraction burglary 

incidents in the ward, where individ-
uals have approached residents 
claiming to be from NatWest Bank. 
Please remember: 
• Always be cautious of unexpected 
callers at your door. 
• Do not let anyone into your home 
unless you are expecting them and 
have verified their identity. 
• Genuine bank staff will not      
normally visit your home without a               
pre-arranged appointment. 
• If someone claims to be from a 
bank, utility company, or any other       
organisation, ask them to leave and 
contact the organisation directly 
using a trusted phone number. 
• Keep doors locked, even when you 
are at home. 
Please look after elderly family      
members, friends, and neighbours, 
as criminals often target those who 
may be more vulnerable. Take a few      
minutes to speak with them about     
distraction burglaries and remind 
them never to feel pressured into 
opening their door or allowing 
strangers into their home. 
If you see anything suspicious or 
have concerns about callers in your 
area, please report it. In an emer-
gency or if a crime is in progress, 
always call 999. 
Stay vigilant and help protect our 
community. By looking out for one 
another, we can help prevent        
residents from becoming victims of 
crime

Readers may find it helpful to 
know in advance that           vol-

unteers will endeavour to make  the 
usual house to house collection again 
this year  between 23 October and 
Sunday 8 November and inside Marks 
and Spencer on most days between 30 
October and Armistice Day, 11 
November.  Poppies and enamel lapel 
badges  will be brought round on dry 
days to the addresses  visited  in the 
past by Captain Kerr,  and possibly 
more widely. 
Each collector hopes to be provided 
with a card reader.  Donations  can 
therefore be accepted by card, cash or 
cheque.   Cheques are requested to be 
made payable to “The Poppy 
Appeal”. Gift Aid Forms will be 
available which, if you are a         tax-
payer, means that 25% will be added 
to the donation for the Royal British 
Legion at no extra cost to the donor. 
Thank you. 

Women in 
Politics  

- Public Talk
Set against a backdrop of ongoing 

debate over how accessible politi-
cal life really is for women — from 
council chambers to conflict zones — 
UNA Blackheath & Greenwich, in 
conjunction with the University of 
Greenwich, is hosting a public talk 
with two speakers who have built 
careers navigating exactly that    
question. 
The talk will be held on Tuesday 6 
October at the University of 
Greenwich, forming part of the 
University's Political Insights series, 
guest speakers will give short    
presentations, followed by a Q&A   
session.  Keynote speakers: 
Denise Scott-McDonald, will give a 
perspective on how to get involved at 
local government level – and the issues 
facing would-be Members of 
Parliament. 
Dr Fatiha Serour will give a very      
different, international,perspective. 
Tuesday 6 October, doors open 
6.15pm for 6.30pm start. Greenwich 
University, Stockwell Street, Room 
TBC. The event is free of charge and 
open to all.  

 PAINTING & DECORATING 
Interior/Exterior • Experienced • 

Reliable • Clean •  
Fully Guaranteed/Insured • 

• References available • 
• Free no obligation quote  

and advice given   
JOHN at  

JAMES & LAMONT 
Office 020 8462 4646    
Mobile 07802 535695 

jamlam.john@btinternet.com

PLANNING 
APPLICATIONS* 
www.westcombesociety.org

46 GLENLUCE ROAD ref 26/2556/HD 
To convert loft and install two rear 
dormers and 2 front Velux windows.

* Please be advised that the planning       
applications noted here are based on  

information available at the time of print. For 
the latest updates, please visit our website 

www.westcombesociety.org



After a summer of scorching   
sunshine, four heatwaves and 

no rain, most of our gardens are 
looking worse for wear, and brown 
lawns, shrivelled leaves, and         
premature leaf drop can be discour-
aging. But there is some good news: 
many plants can recover surprisingly 
well once the rain comes. The key is 
to resist the temptation to do    
everything at once. Gentle treatment 
and patience are required. Gardens 
need time to recover.  

1. Don’t panic about shrivelled 
plants: Heat and drought can make 
plants look far worse than they     
really are. Shrivelled brown leaves 
do not necessarily mean the roots 
have died and I have decided to wait 
until the Spring to see if my       
perennials sprout back. To check if a 
plant has really died, scratch a small      

section of the surface of the stem to 
see if it is still green underneath. If 
it’s green, then there is life still in the 
plant. If it’s brown then that section 
may have died.   

When a tree is severely stressed it 
may drop its leaves: this is a         
protective mechanism as the tree is 
shedding parts that need water. This, 
however, may weaken a tree,      
especially if drought becomes a    
common feature of our summers, as 
the early drop reduces the period of 
photosynthesis and hence the 
amount of sugars that can be stored. 
These stored sugars give the tree the 
energy it needs to live and grow.  
2. Don’t be tempted to prune: It can 
be tempting to cut every dead-     
looking stem away immediately. 
Pruning stimulates a plant to       
produce fresh shoots and leaves 

which creates an immediate demand 
for water and nutrients that a 
drought-stressed root system cannot 
provide, often leading to dieback. So 
it’s best not to prune until the root 
system is fully rehydrated and     
energised. This probably means 
waiting a few months. Only remove 
completely dead, diseased, or broken 
tree branches if they could injure 
someone, or lead to spread of       
disease from an infected branch.  
3. Don’t rush to rescue the lawn: 
Grass is remarkably resilient and can 
simply go dormant during prolonged 
dry weather and can recover when 
sufficient rain arrives. Your lawn 
might be like mine – very dry and 
compacted, with bare patches. 
October is an ideal time for          
scarifying the lawn with a rake to 
remove dead grass, and spiking it 
deeply with a garden fork to help 
aerate the soil and enable rain to 
penetrate more easily. Ideally you 
should push the tines of the fork to 
their full depth, or at least ¾ of the 
way down, to reach the root zone 
and then wiggle the fork gently to 
and fro to ease compaction and let 
in water, oxygen and nutrients. Do 
this every 15-20cm over the lawn 
(enlist helpers if you can!). Do this 
when the lawn is moist but not 
soggy, and avoid walking on it after 
decompacting.  
Avoid using lawn weedkillers or    

fertilisers on drought-affected turf: 
wait until the Spring. But you can 
reseed any bare patches in the 
Autumn as the warm soil will aid 
germination.  
4. Do give your soil some TLC: 
Within soils there is an abundance of 
microscopic life and drought stresses 
the entire soil system.  
Well-structured soils are better at 
resisting drought because they have 
improved water infiltration and 
retention, unlike poorly-structured 
soils that are prone to rapid drying 
and run-off. To improve soil 
resilience, once the soil is adequately 
moist a) replenish organic matter by 
adding compost, leaf mould,    
well-rotted manure, or composted 
bark, b) re-establish a mulch layer 
and c) limit soil disturbance to 
encourage soil life. (For more     
information on soils see recent 
July/August issue ‘The treasure 
beneath our feet’ and the September 
issue for plants that are ‘Winners, 
losers and survival tips’). And if you 
wish to replant, October is a good 
time whilst the soil is still warm.  
Our gardens may not bounce back 
overnight, but with the recent    
showers and a little patience and 
care, many will recover and the 
changes we make now can leave 
them better prepared for the next 
hot, dry summer.            Ann Hill 
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ENVIRONMENT

The Friends of Mycenae Gardens 
committee launched its new 

website at PARKSfest in August 
with glorious cake and a new history 
trail for the park.  The website, at 
https://mycenaegardens.uk/, has been 
thoroughly redesigned.  It’s now 
much easier to find events such as 
volunteer sessions and other ways to 
enjoy this much-loved park.  With a 
large part of its space devoted to 
supporting wildlife, naturally we are 
thrilled to present a free wildlife 
spotting game as well.  You can use 

it to record the plants, trees, animals 
and insects that you see in the course 
of your visit, which racks up points 
for you – and helps us keep track of 
the species living in the area.  It’s 
easy to play, but please respect the 
rules and only include things you 
actually find in the park!   
The website will also feature some of 
the upcoming work we’re starting to 
plan for the park.  Most excitingly, 
we’ve received a substantial grant 
from the National Lottery 
Community Fund to extend the 

work of Mycenae House’s Reach 
Out project into gardening and 
access to nature.  This brilliant pro-
gramme supports those that are 
socially isolated and suffer poor 
physical and mental health and lone-
liness in our community.  Using ses-
sions including seated exercise, music 
and games, Reach Out brings people 
together to improve their well-being 
and support their carers.   
Now, our plan is to develop a pilot 
programme that will help bring 
Reach Out users into the gardens, 
whether to spot wildlife or develop 
gardening awareness.  This grant has 
also been supplemented with funds 
from the Greenwich Parks Forum.  
We expect sessions to begin in the 
spring, as it will take time to hire a 
trained session leader and fully 
develop the programme, but it will 
be a great way to extend the use of 
the park to people who might not 
ordinarily come into it.   
Some of this funding has been ear-
marked for extending access in the 
gardens, as well as setting up the 
pilot.  We are hoping to build 
planters that will be usable for peo-
ple with limited mobility, and to cre-
ate a wheelchair-friendly path.   
And there is some money for plants, 
as well.  This has, of course, been a 
tough year for gardens, and the park 
is no exception.  Its soil is very free-
draining, and it gets a lot of use, 
making the lawn almost impossible 
to keep green in such challenging 
conditions.  Some of the shrubs and 
herbaceous plants have suffered ter-
ribly, and we won’t know till spring 

whether some of them have survived.  
Our aim, now, is to surround the 
beds with decorative hedges, which 
will  eventually replace the chestnut 
fencing and give a bit more stability 
to the plants within.  It’ll take a 
while to accomplish this – don’t 
expect instant results – but we hope 
you’ll enjoy seeing this park evolve 
and broaden its appeal even more. 

QR code for FoMG website 

Helping our gardens recover from drought 

Forging Ahead at Mycenae Gardens

Some of the committee, enjoying PARKSfest Photo 
credit: Fiona Machen Harrison 
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WHAT’S ON
National Maritime Museum  

and Queen’s House

Hailed by critics as a flawless blend 
of rich Irish wit, raw family drama, 
and unsettling paranormal dread, 
McPherson’s play examines    
redemption, guilt, and the ghosts 
that refuse to leave us behind.

EXHIBITIONS 
The eighteenth ZWO Astronomy 
Photographer of the Year          
Dates: Daily from 18 September 2026 
Time: 10.00–17.00 
Age: Suitable for all ages 
Location: National Maritime 
Museum, Photography Gallery 
Admission: Adult £12 | Child £6 | 
Student £9 
CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF 
THE TRANSFORMED QUEEN'S 
HOUSE  
Dates: 10–11 October 2026 
Times: 11.30–15.30 
Age: Suitable for all ages 
Location: Queen’s House, Greenwich 
Admission: Free and ticketed     
activities 
In conversation with Richard Wright: 
celebrating 10 years of the Great Hall 
ceiling. 
Date: 22 October 2026 
Time: Doors open at 18.30 
Age:  Suitable for ages 18 and over 
Location: Queen’s House, Greenwich 
Admission: Adult £25 | Student £22.50 
Musica Antica Concert: Virtuosissime 
The programme features music by 
four of the most celebrated female 
composers of their day: Barbara 
Strozzi, Antonia Bembo, Settimia 
and Francesca Caccini, alongside 
music by the men who taught them: 
Giulio Caccini, Jacopo Peri, 
Francesco Corbetta and Francesco 
Cavalli.  
Date: 8 October 2026 
Times: First performance: drinks 
reception at 18.15, concert at 18.45 | 
Second performance: drinks reception 
at 20.00, concert at 20.30 
Age: Suitable for ages 18 and over 
Location: Queen’s House, Greenwich 
Admission: Adult £25 | VIP £45 
ASTRONOMY AT THE NATION-
AL MARITIME MUSEUM 
Parts of the Royal Observatory site 
have closed for a transformative 
redevelopment project titled ‘First 
Light’. The first phase of the project 
has started with the closure of the 
Peter Harrison Planetarium, Modern 
Astronomy galleries and the 
Victorian Altazimuth Pavilion. Work 
is planned to be completed by spring 
2028. 
The Prime Meridian line, Meridian 
Observatory and historic Flamsteed 
House galleries remain open to      
visitors. During this time, the Royal 
Observatory astronomers and   
astronomy programming has moved 
to the National Maritime Museum. 
Astronomers Take Over 
This playful hands-on experience 
gives visitors the opportunity to meet 
astronomers, participate in science 
demonstrations and ask questions 
about outer space. 
Dates: Open weekends and selected 
weekdays 
Times: 10.00–17.00  
Age: Suitable for all ages,  
recommended for families 
Location: National Maritime 
Museum, Special Exhibitions Gallery 
Admission: Experience+ planetarium: 
£18 | Experience only: £8 
Unboxing the Universe is a        
multi-sensory live science show that 
turns big space questions into      
exciting moments of discovery. The 
show will feature live demonstrations 

from Royal Observatory astronomers, 
as well as hands-on audience partici-
pation, and will provide answers to 
the visitors’ biggest questions about 
space. 
Dates: Weekends 
Times: Term-time: 13.30, 15.30 
Age: For ages 7 and over 
Location: Lecture Theatre 
Admission: £16 
In Conversation: Luke Jerram 
Join internationally acclaimed artist 
Luke Jerram for an evening exploring 
the story behind Mirror Moon, the 
new sculpture at the Royal 
Observatory Greenwich. 
Date: 9 October 2026 
Time: 18.30–20.00 
Age: Suitable for ages 16 and over 
Location: National Maritime 
Museum, Lecture Theatre 

www.rmg.co.uk 

Fri 2nd Oct 7.30pm - John Bramwell 
of I Am Kloot. Mercury Prize 
Nominee brings great song writing 
and humour. £25. 
Sat 3rd Oct 10.30am - Baby 
Broadway Concert. The whole family 
can sing along to songs from hit 
musicals. £14. 
Fri 9th Oct 7.30pm - Earth Star 
Breathwork. Monthly breath club, a 
place to regulate, release, &      
reconnect. £30. 
Sat 10th Oct 1.30pm - Mosaic 
Workshop. Design and craft your 
own mosaic lamp. From £49 pp 
Sat 10th Oct 7.30pm - Alex Wilson & 
Omar Rios Melendez. A musical    
collaboration & shared love of Latin 
American, jazz, & flamenco          
traditions. £25. 
Tues 13th Oct 7.30pm - Gong 
Bath. Journey through meditation & 
sound, a chance to relax & let 
go. £19. 
Fri 16th Oct 7.30pm - SWOP 
Sessions. Foot tapping, finger snap-
ping, jazz, soul & blues with Open 
Mic. £8. 
Tues 20th Oct 10.30am - Life 
Drawing.  An informal, relaxed,    
creative 2.5 hour session led by Brian 
Bath. 
Fri 23rd Oct 7.30pm - Poetry & 
Music Night. Join GFMA for a fan-
tastic night of spoken word, poetry, 
& music to celebrate Black History 
Month. 
Thurs 29th Oct 7pm - Anama Sound 
Healing. Gift yourself an hour of 
peace & restoration. £20. 
Fri 30th Oct  10.30am - Bach to 
Baby concert. Classical Concert for 
families. £16. 
Fri 30th Oct 7.30pm - Sonic 
Blue. Classic blues and originals to 
get your feet moving and       
grooving. £10/£8. 
For further information about all 
Mycenae House events 
visit www.mycenaehouse.co.uk 

13th Oct Dave Shaw. Burndept. 
Blackheath and Deptford radio  
company - one of the founders of the 
BBC. Details of how to register for 
this zoom only event will be on the 
Greenwich Industrial Society 
Facebook page the first week in 
October.  
10th Nov. 
Mike Jones - Crossness Engines 

QUIZ 
November 14 at Mycenae House. 
7pm for a 7.30 start. You can play 
with pals or make new friends. The 
entry fee for Westcombe Society 
members is £8, and for non-members 
it’s £9. To book please email Gavin: 
gavin.wsevents@gmail.com 

Gustav Klimt 
Date: 12 October at 7.30 pm 
Lecturer: Lucrezia Walker 
Venue: Blackheath High School 
£65 for 10 lectures 
(guests very welcome: £10) 
A successful Viennese painter of   
architectural decorations in a       
conventional manner, Klimt's later 
more personal style was criticized as 
pornographic. He subsequently   
accepted no more public commis-
sions, but achieved a new success 
with the paintings of his 'golden 
phase, The Kiss being perhaps his 
most famous. Lucrezia Walker is a 
regular lecturer at the National 
Gallery. She is adjunct professor of 
art history for the University of North 
Carolina's Study Abroad semesters in 
London.

Upcoming Volunteer mornings  
10am - 1pm  SUN 4th Oct - also 
"Apple Day" - Open Afternoon   
www.westcombewoodlands.uk

The Arts Society 
Greenwich 

www.theartssocietygreenwich.org.uk 
Mycenae House

W Greenwich Library

Blackheath 
Flower Club

Greenwich Industrial 
History Society 

Westcombe Society

Blackheath Halls 

Join newly promoted Blackheath 
Rugby this season for their Champ 
matches at the Utilita (SE9 6TE)! 
v Doncaster Knights, Sun 4 Oct, 4pm 
v Ealing Trailfinders, Sat 17 Oct, 3pm 
v Bedford Blues, Sat 7 Nov, 3pm  

Tuesday October 6th Doors at 7 
Blake Morrison and Elizabeth Cook 
will read from and discuss their most 
recent collections. 

Sat 3 Oct 2pm – Shelf: The Kids 
Show 2 
Sat 3 Oct 7.30pm – Taiko Meantime 
Mon 5 Oct 10am – Music 
Appreciation: The Roaring Twenties 
Mon 5 Oct 1.10pm – Lunchtime 
Recital: Sarah Ovenden & Helen 
Nicholas 
Sat 10 Oct 2pm – Alice in 
Wonderland the Ballet 
Sat 10 Oct 7.30pm – Lucy Porter: 
Let Yourself Go! 
Mon 12 Oct 10am - Music 
Appreciation: The Roaring Twenties 
Thu 15 Oct 7.30pm – Hermione Lee 
in conversation with Suzi Feay 
Fri 16 Oct 6pm – BAMPI at 
Blackheath Halls 
Sat 17 Oct 10.45am –Boppin’Bunnies 
Interactive Music Show 
Sat 17 Oct 7.30pm – Dave Sutherland 
Sun 18 Oct 6pm – Diwali Dinner and 
Dance 
Mon 19 Oct 1.10pm – Lunchtime 
Recital: London Chamber Soloists 
Mon 19 Oct 7.30pm – Blackheath 
Goes Gospel course first session 
Fri 23 Oct 7.30pm – Sounds of West 
Africa 
Fri 23 Oct 9pm – Late Night Jazz in 
the Bar 
Sat 24 Oct 1.30pm & 4.30pm – The 
Gruffalo 
Sun 25 Oct 11am & 2pm – The 
Gruffalo 
Mon 26 Oct 1.10pm – Lunchtime 
Recital: Waldstein Trio 
Thu 29 Oct 7.30pm – Trinity Laban 
Symphony Orchestra 
Fri 30 Oct 6pm – Life is a Song 
Fri 30 Oct 8pm – Ready Singer One 
Sat 31 Oct – Comedy Club 4 Kids 
Sat 31 Oct 8pm – Gary Delaney 
SOLD OUT 
www.blackheathhalls.com/whats-on/

Westcombe Woodlands

Friday Oct 16th 1 - 3 at Mycenae 
House Autumn Wreath workshop 
with guidance/advice to make your 
own unique, artistic wreath.  
Visitors £15 inc all materials. 



LOCAL PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
A gentle conversation might be the 
clarity you’ve been looking for. Book 
an informal discovery call.  Also   
clinical supervision for therapists. 
Caring and experienced.  
A safe, confidential space to talk. 
Thoughtful therapy and supervision 
Online sessions or in person on 
Langton Way.  
Email: hello@sallysmith.life 
www.sallysmith.life 
LOCAL THERAPIST offering  
caring, confidential CBT and couples    
therapy —online or in-person at 
Mycenae House. Book a free 15-min 
consultation, call: 07889 755 299 or  
hello@Sasha-Louise.com.  
Visit www.Sasha-Louise.com 

HOME SUPPORT AND      
TRAINING FOR YOUR DIGITAL 
DEVICES 
Need some help with computers, 
phones and tablets? I'm a DBS 
checked IT    trainer, over 20 years 
experience. Friendly and patient. £50 
/hour (£20 call out). Discounts for 
block bookings.  Contact Paul for 
options: 07985 643 506,  
paul.clayton@soulchip.co.uk 
GERMAN TUITION, language and  
literature, in person, local German  
teacher.All levels and ages,  
DBS checked.Please contact  
Dr Katharina Rist at 07533 061 757 
or rist@ristconsulting.com 
SPANISH TUITION: Qualified 
Classroom teacher and Tutor. GCSE, 
A and IB preparation Exams. 
All levels and ages: at the comfort of 
your home if you request. DBS 
checked. 
Spanish Club conversation classes all    
levels from September. For more     
information Mrs Maria Matin  
07767 461 552 or 
mariamatin1404@yahoo.com 
MATHS & ENGLISH TUITION  
TO GCSE AND PREPARATION 
FOR 11+ AND INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL SELECTION TESTS by 
qualified and experienced teacher. 
marystuition.com  
Mary Bauckham 07709 089 838  
marybauckham@gmail.com 
MATHS TUITION  Qualified and  
experienced secondary teacher offers 
tuition to GCSE level.  
Call Miv Whitaker: 07745 816 338;  
or email miv.whitaker@gmail.com 

AN AFTER SCHOOL NANNY for 
my 2 boys, 10 and 5, starting 
September located at St John’s park. 
Flexibility required. Please message 
0779 184 1701 

CASH FOR RECORDS 
Do you have an unwanted record 
collection? We buy vinyl record     
collections of all sizes. 
Contact Alex on 079 4395 8443 
ACCOUNTANCY &            
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES: 
Payroll, MTD, Self-Assessment, VAT 
etc.  Sole Traders & Landlords     
welcome. Your numbers, sorted! 
hello@companyfinances.co.uk   
07946 53 00 53 
 

CLOTHES ALTERATIONS 
We fix Trousers, dresses and jackets.  
07904 880 448 
UPHOLSTERER 
Specialising in traditional upholstery.  
www.suemayesupholstery.net  
or phone 07932 040 298 
T.TA ELECTRICS. NICEIC 
Approved Contractor, Quality 
Tradesman. All electrical work   
undertaken, Fully Insured & 
Guaranteed.  
24HR EMERGENCY           
ELECTRICAL.  
Please call Tony on 07961 509 403 
OR 020 8488 7425 OR  
info@ttaelectrics.co.uk 
MARK CHEESEMAN, LOCAL  
CARPENTER AND JOINER WITH 
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.   
All Aspects Of Carpentry and 
Construction Executed Considerately 
and to a High Standard. Both 
Traditional and Contemporary 
Design Joinery - Cupboards, Window 
seats, Floating Shelves, Engineered 
Flooring Fitted Etc.  Also Locks 
Changed. Sash Window Overhaul. If 
you have Rotten Window Sills, Door 
Frames Etc. rather than replace them 
with the associated upheaval and 
expense, why not have a 
Timber/Resin Repair?  Please Call 
Mark on 07767 456 131 or H: 020 
8854 4028. 
LOCAL CARPET CLEANER 
Specialist in cleaning Carpets, 
Upholstery & Rugs.  
www.carpetcrew.co.uk 
Phone 07828 503 132 
PEST CONTROL SERVICES  
Mice, Rats, Squirrels, Wasps, Foxes 
etc. Local Service 07850 839 655 
DV SERVICES PLUMBING & 
HANDYMAN Blockages & drains, 
Radiator valves and radiators not 
working, Change and fix toilets, 
sinks, showers &  taps in bathrooms, 
toilets and kitchens. We can fix it!  
Call Daniel on: 07904 880 448 
WESTCOMBE CLEANERS  
I'm a friendly, hard-working & 
organised domestic cleaner. Regular 
or single services. Competitive rates. 
Additional tasks. I love my clients to 
be happy. Phone 07746 291 617 
FULLY INSURED &   
QUALIFIED CARPENTER  
joiner & general building work/     
specialist in traditionally handmade 
timber double glazed sash windows & 
doors/retrofit double glazing &     
vacuum insulated glass/listed and   
heritage building work undertaken. 
Tel: 020 3375 8597 
Mob: 07930 453 310  
Email: joseph@mcnamarabuildingand 
development.co.uk 
www.mcnamarabuildingand 
development.co.uk  
HOMEWORKS All-round handyman 
for those DIY’s you have no time 
for! General repairs. Painting & 
Decorating. General Carpentry and 
flooring.  
Flat-pack assembly. Patio and deck  
cleaning. No job too small.  
Contact Matthew Barron 07903 388 
658 
ELECTRICIAN / ALARM & CCTV 
ENGINEER 30+ years’ experience – 
No job too small Call: 07879 011 792 
ANGELO, ELECTRICIAN   
No Job Too Small   
T - 020 8761 6012/  
M - 07850 767 283 
Email - angelo@glennies.net 
Part P Certificated 
18th Edition & JIB Registered 

AMANDA ARTHUR LOCAL  
GARDENER based SE3 and local 
areas, available for pruning, clearing, 
planting advice, general help and 
maintenance. Please call or message 
0797 689 9760 

HOME MADE DELIVERY: 
Lunches/Dinners: Pasta Salad bowls, 
Rice dishes, Fruit pots, breakfast 
rolls and Lunch baguettes.Order: per-
sonalised Birthday Cake and monthly 
cupcake Boxes.Made with Love! 
Request a menu! 
Call: 07904 880 448 
 

ALL CITY LOCKSMITHS LTD  

offer upto a 15% discount for local residents 

ROYAL NEPALESE RESTAURANT  

(Station Crescent) 20% OFF meals for two or 

more Sunday - Thursday. 

COTON & HAMBLIN LENS CLUB- 

Complimentary standard coated single vision  

lenses worth £50 when purchasing complete 

spectacles. T's & C's apply.  

BLACKHEATH EYECARE OPTICIANS 

Money-saving Eyeplan membership offered 

TROJAN PRESS 10% OFF all quotations 

WESTCOMBE DRY CLEANERS  

10% discount on Dry Cleaning. Cannot be used in 

conjunction with any other offers. 

A * DRIVING SCHOOL  £5 discount on the price 

of one x 2 hour lesson  

KAREN STOREY OF HOMESPACE offers   

members 10% discount on decluttering & 

homestaging: 07951 191086 

SHENDA FALVEY PERSONAL TRAINING, 

STOTT PILATES & BOOTCAMPS 

M: 07887727335  

E: shenda@shendafalveypersonaltraining.co.uk 

Free Bootcamp worth £12.50 Free PT/ Pilates 

Consultation with 20% off first session
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 (When you show your Westcombe 
Society membership card) 
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THERAPIST
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1a Lizban St, Blackheath, 
London  SE3 8SS 

 
 

Bespoke Calendar orders now 
being taken from £6.00 
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