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A Merry Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful New Year to all our readers

Bem-vindos

We are sorry we got the date of

the visiting Portuguese choir

wrong.  The Vox Soul Choir

Concert  is in fact at 6.00 pm on

Sat. 1st Dec. at St George’s.

Refreshments will be provided

after the concert, and  a retiring

collection will go to the

Greenwich Night Shelter.

Sheringtom School

... has reversed plans to become an

academy. 

Station Skipping

Have you been left standing at

Maze Hill or Westcombe Park?

Between October and December

Southeastern have been operating

their autumn timetable. This has

meant that some weeks trains have

not stopped at Westcombe Park or

Maze Hill.  The ‘justification’ is

that trains need to catch up time in

bad weather and during the

autumn leaf fall!   The Greenwich

Line Users Group (GLUG), the

Westcombe Society, Councillors

and our MP have all objected to

this but so far our complaints have

fallen on deaf ears. If you have

been affected the Westcombe

Society Environment Committee

would like to hear from you.  Our

contact details are on page 2.  We

would also encourage you to write

to Southeastern. An email address

you could use is George.Paterson

@southeasternrailway.co.uk. 

Mums Aid

... based on Westcombe Hill, won

an award from the Big Lottery in

October. MumsAid was the

Westcombe Society’s Charity of

the year in 2017. It has now won

another award - see page 2. 

Sadly, Greenwich is one of only

two London boroughs that are

rated as inadequate on the map of

Perinatal mental health services.

Cruise Liner Terminal

Morgan Stanley have confirmed

their revised plans for Enderby

Wharf do not include a cruise liner

terminal. Marilyn Little said:

“This is incredible news after

everyone's tireless campaigning

over the past three years.” 

Brexit – what next? 
The WN asked our MP to give us his take on the 

state we are in - and what happens next . . . 

 

The Live Nativity  
comes to  

 

The Blackheath Standard 
 

Saturday 15th December 
 

The journey begins at 3pm outside  
 

Stratheden Road, SE3 7TH 

a street drama for all ages with  
music and live animals 

free 

On November 17th, Matt Pennycook

MP presented his views on where

we are at in the Brexit process – and

how to  get out of what is currently, at

the time of writing, a chaotic situation. 

Here, WN Reporter attempts a summary

of what was a very long speech:

Mr Pennycook made clear we have now

entered the most critical phase in the Brexit

process. As he put it: “The next few weeks

will  determine whether or not Parliament

endorses the withdrawal agreement that has

been struck, or, if not, what happens next. 

All the signs are that the deal is

“inadequate”, to say the least, and will not

get through Parliament.  

He warned that the potential for a

serious rupture in relations with our

European friends is still very real, as is the

potential for a political and constitutional

crisis here at home.

His argument on the day was that a

sensible deal was achievable, albeit one

that was never going to be as good as EU

membership, that the government have

failed to secure such a deal because of the

way it chose to approach Brexit, that the

deal that Mrs May has struck is not good

enough and that even at this late stage, a

range of options are still open.  

He was clear throughout that the deal

that the Prime Minister has struck with the

EU is “inadequate” and that he intends to

vote against it in the forthcoming ‘mean-

ingful vote’ in Parliament. 

He went on to argue that Parliament

must resist the argument being made by

Mrs May, namely that the choice before

MPs is her deal or no deal and made clear

his belief that, if MPs do resist that false

choice “Parliament can secure the chance

to decisively shape what happens next”. 

If, having examined the withdrawal

agreement put before them, MPs vote the

deal down, Mr Pennycook argued forceful-

ly that all options must be on the table. In

his view, those options include:

• Instructing the government to go back

and renegotiate the deal.

• A General Election. 

• Another public vote. 

A negotiation mishandled?

Mr Pennycook was open about the fact that

the process of separating ourselves from

the UK after nearly half a century was

always going to be fantastically complex,

that the process of leaving was always

going to be divisive because the referendum

in no way resolved how we would leave

and what our future relationship with the

EU27 would be, and whether no deal

would be better than membership. 

However, he argued that the choices the

government made in the wake of the

referendum, not least adopting, in his

words, “the most extreme interpretation of

the referendum result” by setting out red

lines that swept a customs union and any

means of participating in the single market

off the table, along with any future role for

the European Court of Justice, had brought

us to where we now are. 

He agreed with Jo Johnson (The brother

of Boris): the last 19 months represent a

spectacular failure of British statecraft.

Many mistakes had been made throughout

the talks: the government was ill-prepared

and ill-informed too: the admission by Mr

Raab  that  “he hadn’t quite understood”

the importance of the Dover-Calais cross-

ing to UK trade was extraordinary and sug-

gested, he argued, that “even the most

prominent of Brexiteers are clearly still

learning, even at this late stage.” 

Perhaps the most important mistake

was following a path designed to placate

the extreme wing of her party. Instead Mrs

May should have squared with the British

people, and  made clear that a sensible deal

would inevitably involve compromises –

and on that basis forge a broad consensus

in Parliament and across the country. If

Mrs May, he argued, had reached out,

embraced Parliament and sought to 

respond to the referendum by forging con-

sensus, we may have ended up in a very

different place. Instead, he said, the whole

approach to the negotiations has been

premised on what Theresa May can get

through her cabinet and her divided party,

rather than what is in the national interest.

Where next?

Mr Pennycook made it clear that the

procedure surrounding the forthcoming

‘meaningful vote’ was still to be

determined and that there would be a fight

in Parliament over it. However, he assured

his audience that, in his view, whatever the

outcome, this Parliament would not allow

this government to crash us out of the EU

without a deal. 

Why?   

Because the vast majority of MPs know

that exiting the EU without a deal would

be a catastrophe. He also said that the gov-

ernment’s talk of a “No-Deal” is a bluff –

and a crude one at that. Mr Pennycook

claimed that the UK is simply not prepared

to exit the EU on 29th March next year

without a deal. He said the flimsy ‘No

deal’ guidance issued over recent months

proves that beyond a shadow of a doubt.

On that basis, he said that MPs of all

parties need to accept that the choice they

face in Parliament is not merely a binary

one between the deal on offer and no deal

at all, as Mrs May has continually insisted.   

Mr Pennycook then set out what he

believed can, and in his view must happen 

if  the draft withdrawal deal is voted down,

arguing that all options must be on the

table. 

Those options include instructing the

government to go back to Brussels to

renegotiate. An improved deal would then

keeps us closely aligned to the EU over the

long-term, and minimise the disruption to

trade, to supply chains and to business in

general that would be created by a hard

Brexit. In short, to insist the red lines be

abandoned, to soften the definition of what

Brexit can mean so that it’s acceptable to

the sensible majority in Parliament.

He said: “Keir Starmer and I were last in

Brussels only 10 days ago meeting EU

pfficials and Parliamentarians and they

remain receptive to a deal of that kind, just

as they remain open to an extension of the

Article 50 process if required.”

Those options also include a general

election that would give a new government

the opportunity to pick up the negotiations

on the basis of different priorities.  

And, if neither of these options prove to

be possible, the option of campaigning for

a public vote. And given, he stated, that a

choice between the deal Parliament had

already voted down, and no deal at all,

could not seriously be the proposition put

before the British people in such a vote, it

follows that “Remain” must be on the table

as an option. 

However, Mr Pennycook was honest about

his serious and longstanding concerns

about both the desirability and practicality

of holding a second referendum, for he

argued that it involves serious risks that

need to be given serious consideration. 

He said: “Even if we set aside the very

real issues around the timing of any public

vote and what the questions would be on

the ballot paper, it is beholden on everyone

to think long and hard about all the

implications and the risks involved.  

“We find ourselves in this mess because

a former Prime Minister played fast and

loose with a referendum – believing this

would solve a party management issue, to

meet the challenge of a rising UKIP and to

put Labour, unwilling to risk our European

future on a public vote, on the back foot. 

“In so doing, Cameron turned an issue

that wasn’t poisoning our politics to any

significant degree into one that has

polarised the country top to bottom and

risks fracturing our precious union.  

(Continued on page 6)

Although the WN is a-political, at this

time of national crisis, we have a right

to know what our MP thinks. 

Just as our readers have a right to

express their views!  

Please send in your brief comments 

for the next issue of the WN. The full

text of Matt Pennycook’s speech is at

https://www.matthewpennycook.

com/portfolio/brexit-what-next/

Santa seemed totally unfazed by Brexit at the Westcombe Society’s

Christmas Craft Fair. Perhaps his grotto had diplomatic immunity.

PHOTO: Neville Grant



Letters 

All  editoriAl  correspondence  to:

neville Grant,  Editor
wnews@westcombesociety.org 
Tel. 020 8858 8489

All MAteriAl to Be sent to:
wnews@westcombesociety.org

deadline for the February 2019
issue: 16th  January

environment editor: Maggie
Gravelle
sub-editor: Annie Grey
reporters:  The community – that
means you!

environMent coMMittee
emily norton All queries and 
comments to: 020 8853 2756 
environment@westcombesociety.org

distriBution emily norton and

volunteers.
Volunteer distributors please phone 
020 8853 2756 , we need your help!

AdvertisinG MAnAGer
Marilyn little, 163 Westcombe 
Hill,   se3 7dp  020 8853 1312 

Advertising@westcombesociety.org

All adverts payable in advance by
cheque to the Westcombe society.  
displAY: Single column 6cm x 6cm:
One - four issues £35, five-plus issues £30
each.   Other sizes: please inquire. 
classified Ads (Market Place) 30p per word
(A telephone number = one word.  An email/
web address = 3 words.)  Deadline for all

adverts is 10th day of the preceding month.

printed by:  trojan press

contact the Westcombe society:
Westcombenews@egroups.com
publisher: The Westcombe Society

chairman: Marilyn Little Tel. 020 8853 1312

The views expressed in the Westcombe
News are not necessarily those of the
Westcombe Society or of the Editor. 
We take all reasonable precautions  to pro-
tect the interests of our readers by ensuring
as far as possible the bona fides of our
advertisers but cannot accept any responsi-
bility for them. Any complaints should be
addressed to the advertiser.

To access back-numbers (in colour) go to:
www.westcombesociety.org/westcombe-news/

Westcombe Society’s Blog:
http://westcombe.blogspot.com

Westcombe society membership

please send this membership form to: 

christine Legg,  69 mycenae road,

London, se3 7se

Name...........................................................

Address.......................................................

.....................................................................

tel................................................................

email: ........................................................

Please enclose payment as appropriate: 

Family membership                £12    [  ]

individual membership            £8 [  ]

senior citizens/unwaged          £4    [  ]
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COMMUNITY

www.headstart.it

Views expressed are not necessarily those of either 

the Westcombe Society, or the Westcombe News.

WANTED! More volunteers to

distribute the WN – and to help  with

Westcombe Society’s community

events.   Please phone 8853 

2756 if you would like to help.

Well done, 

MumsAid

From: Anneli Harrison, a John Roan Parent

I felt compelled to respond to the letter printed in

your November issue, from ‘A John Roan Parent’

which contains numerous inaccuracies.

Firstly, the ‘Parent’ states ‘the teachers’ union

got some legal advice . . . a crowd-funding attempt

didn’t raise enough’. Wrong: our crowd-funding

‘attempt’ raised sufficient  money to initiate a

consultation with Leigh Day solicitors.

The legal challenge (to Ofsted against the

inadequate judgement and the lack of appeal

process) was taken up by the Parents for John

Roan, myself being one. The National Education

Union backed the  challenge and their legal team

were prepared to pay costs if the Local Authority

(LA) also backed the challenge.

This legal challenge stalled only because the

LA found themselves in a rather tricky situation; if

they backed our legal challenge they would be seen

to be going against their own employee; Head of

the school, Cath Smith, who, with her Governors

had agreed the Ofsted report. Contrary to what the

parent’s letter claimed, we raised enough money

for further investigations and legal challenges and

will pursue every avenue open to us.

The parent then goes on to say a larger proportion

of parents do not support strike action than do. I

would like to see the evidence to prove this.

As an administrator for Parents for John Roan I

am inundated with emails from parents, community

members, carers, grandparents, prospective parents

supporting our campaign, backing the strike action

and seeking information regarding the UST, and

academisation in general,  We have over 300

signatures added to our most recent letter to the

new stand-in vice chair of the governors. Over

1,000 people, at the last count, have signed our

petition against the academisation of John Roan.

Finally the parent says s/he wishes to remain

anonymous because of fears of abuse. Throughout

my involvement in this campaign I have never

witnessed any abuse by any members of the John

Roan campaign. 

This is a complete misrepresentation of the

parents I love and respect. All the parents involved

in fighting against this academy order have one

common goal and that is to beat it, overturn it and

keep the John Roan a community school. We are

united and determined and will not be deterred by

unsubstantiated smear tactics.

I appeal for unity.  If we all come together; got

behnd the staff of John Roan that are fighting for

our kids’ future, our school, their livelihoods, we

could win.

Save our school, join our campaign!

From: C.  Frost                                           SE7

I was disappointed by the recent article on the pro-

posed site of Leigh Academy on Old Dover Road.

While contributors to the WN are entitled to put

forward their views, I feel that this piece was very

one-sided, and an unfair representation of all local

residents’ opinions. I wonder, did Ms Hill speak to

any parents or any local residents who are in

favour of the new school premises? If so, this

would have resulted in a more balanced argument. 

'The article also questioned the need for a new

academy. On the contrary, many local people

believe there is a pressing need for an excellent

new secondary school and this will only increase as

a result of the continued high-density residential

development in the area. The current need has been

proven by the full first-year cohort of Leigh

Academy Blackheath students on the temporary

site on Shooters Hill Road.

I’m sure Ms Hill read the Consultation Report,

which was published in January this year, and I’m

sure that anyone lambasting the plans for the

school would not have attended the public consul-

tation evening held at Sherington School earlier

this year, speaking to the developers and taking a

close look at the plans and reports. As such, it

seems unfair to ignore the 100% positive feedback

from those who attended the consultation.

As a local resident and parent of secondary-age

children myself, I feel very strongly that we should

be nurturing our young people and providing first-

class, comprehensive education that is close to

home, embedded in the local community and

which places a strong focus on respect, scholarship

and ambition. Due to shrinking catchment areas a

growing population and decreasing local provision,

many local children currently attend schools some

distance away from home. We should all actively

support another much-needed community

secondary school, rather than creating obstacles

and delaying its opening.

From: Dr Sarah Wollaston MP              Devon

Everyone deserves a chance to change their mind

when  they’ve looked at the evidence. I’d like to

imagine Brexit as an operation. The type of Brexit

was not on the ballot paper, which is like a surgeon

asking their patient to consent to an amputation in

two years' time without either of them knowing

whether this would involve a few toes or their

whole leg.

Just imagine you’re heading for the hospital: the

surgeons have been arguing among themselves so

there’s been a bit of a delay. In fact they don’t even

know who’se properly in charge. It turns out that

when they’ve made up their mind about the opera-

tion it’s nothing like the one you were promised –

it’s far more risky, with far-reaching complications

and few benefits. So you’ve decided to look at the

evidence   and you’ve changed your mind.

But picture this. You’re being wheeled into the

operating theatre because someone’s filed a consent

form you signed two years ago.   In fact its worse,

for young people, you didn’t even sign it yourself,

your parents signed it for you two years ago. It’s

the stuff of nightmares, and it shouldn’t happen

because it wouldn’t be informed consent. For I

would say Brexit is major constitutional economic

and social surgery

We deserve a chance to look at the evidence, to

weigh up the pros and cons, not a fantasy Brexit,

but Brexit reality, and we deserve a people’s vote

because without it there is no informed consent;  so

we were all that day in London in October in our

hundreds of thousands, demanding a people’s vote. 

From A. T. Riley                         St John's Park

Your report (in October’s WN) about the plan to

build a new academy by the Leigh Academy Trust

on the site of the former Blackheath Bluecoats

School in Old Dover Road makes for unsettling

reading. Why has there not been a proper

consultation with all local residents affected? This

needs to be rectified as a matter of urgency. 

The proposal raises a number of important

issues, principal among them the seeming  over-

development of a constricted site. The plan allows

for 1,150 students, 20% more than at Bluecoats. As

anyone who drives along Old Dover Road knows,

there is already a traffic bottleneck here   – this plan

will only make that worse. It will increase traffic

congestion, and overcrowding on the 386 bus.

It will also have a significant adverse affect on

air quality. Levels of nitrogen dioxide are already

well above EU limits on Shooters Hill Road, at the

Sun in the Sands roundabout and at the Standard

itself, as an air quality survey by local residents

proved last year (see Our Toxic Air on page 1 of

the August 2017 issue of the WN; also London’s

Toxic Air on page 1 of the WN for Feb. 2017.

Ed: The  new school has been given conditional

approval by the council despite the unsuitability 

of the site.

From: Len Phelps                          Ulundi Road

The Westcombe Society’s Community Bookshelf

in Westcombe Park Station is a lovely idea. Thanks

and congratulations to all concerned.

With regard to the imaginative alternative use of

an existing building; what about using the waiting

area of Maze Hill Station as a wind tunnel?

Westcombe News

Patrons of The Vanbrugh pub in East

Greenwich are braced for further

attempts from the pub’s freeholder to build

a house at the rear of the pub buildings,

including on part of its beer garden. 

Planning permission for a 3 bedroom

house fronting Vanbrugh Hill was refused

by the Council in July, after objections

from The Westcombe Society, local resi-

dents, and Peninsula ward councillors, as

well as objections from local Greenwich

& Woolwich MP Matthew Pennycook and

279 members of the public. 

The scheme was unanimously rejected

on the basis of its design and appearance

making it an “incongruous development”,

an insufficient level of private amenity

space and a poor living environment due

to the adjacent beer garden. However, the

freeholder Wakaf Ltd appear set to pursue

development plans via an appeal and/or an

alternative planning application. 

Meanwhile, East Greenwich Residents

Association (EGRA) are leading efforts to

have The Vanbrugh listed as an Asset of

Community Value (ACV) by Greenwich

Council, with support from The

Westcombe and Greenwich Societies.   

ACV status can act as a level of protec-

tion from development as the listed status

of a pub can be used by a local authority

as a material consideration in a planning

application. It also means that if the pub’s

freeholder decided to sell it off, its listed

status can give the community valuable

time to put together a suitable bid. 

As part of its ACV nomination, EGRA

is currently gathering evidence to show

that The Vanbrugh furthers the social well-

being of the local community. 

Pub customers can help by completing a

short questionnaire – please email 

tomstanworth@hotmail.com by Monday

10th December. 

Threat to Pub

Garden Tom

Stansworth

MumsAid have won the Royal Society

of Public Health award for services

to parents, families and the community.

MumsAid is a non-profit organisation

providing free counselling for women

experiencing mental or emotional difficul-

ties during pregnancy or after having a

baby. “We are committed to removing the

barriers which often prevent women seek-

ing help by challenging the stigma that

surrounds postnatal depression (pnd) and

by raising awareness about the symptoms,

impact and treatment.”  For information,

please go to https://mums-aid.org
Jessica Svejdar, Miriam Donaghy 

& Anila Destani

The Westcombe Society Christmas Card this year is 'Greenwich Park - Lodge in Winter'

reproduced from an original card of c.1900.   The large size card (A5) is available to

purchase individually at a cost of £4.95 for a pack of 5 cards, or individually at £1.35.  

It was on sale at The Westcombe Society Christmas Craft market on Saturday, 17th

November, at Blackheath High School, but can still be purchased from Caroline Owens

on 0208 853 0948
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LOCAL NEWS

Roan Theatre

Co. performs

Outrage at ORNC name change TThhee   CChhrr ii ss ttmmaass   NNaatt iivv ii ttyy

The Roan Theatre Company will again

be performing at the Greenwich

Theatre in January. Following their sell-out

production of Alan Bennett’s “Single

Spies” earlier this year they will now be

producing two linked plays by Woolwich

writer Stuart Mitchell-Smith. 

“The Dinosaur Jacket” opens with a

conflict between two  famous American

paleontologists. It won awards when it was

first performed at Rochester last year.   

“Carriages & Correspondents” features

Mary Anning, famous for her cokkection

of fossils  Reverend Buckley is played by

Westcombe Hill actor Richard Rickson.

The plays will be on at the Greenwich

Theatre Studio from Wednesday January

16th to Saturday January 19th. 

For the last 5 years, St John’s Church

has  mounted a Christmas  Nativity

with around 400 members of the local

community either taking part or coming

along to watch.

By popular demand,  we are putting it on

again this year – and it will be on Saturday

15th Dec starting at 3.00pm.

We see it very much as an event for the

local community and one that will involve

them too. Two local school choirs are

singing, local traders and residents are

some of the actors,  and we will have a live

donkey plus three live sheep from

Woodland’s Farm in Shooters Hill.

We  start at 3.00 pm outside St John’s

church with the beginning of the Christmas

story. Like the three wise men (or the three

Kings) we then follow a ‘star’ to the

British Oak Pub.                                    

The choirs will sing at each ‘stop’.

As we arrive at the Oak,  the current

Landlady will come from her balcony to

let us know there is no room in the inn,

just as it occurred in Bethlehem.   

We then depart briefly from the

Christmas story to process to Blackheath

Library in Old Dover Road, and tell more

of the story, as angels, shepherds and kings

appear on the balconies above the shops. 

Finally, we process back to the church

– and there, allelujah! is a stable scene

with a live Mary, Joseph and baby!  

This hour-long event is a wonderful way

of  ushering in the Christmas season.

Children are warmly welcome to come

dressed up as an angel, king, sheep etc.

Our web address for further details:

stjohnsblackheath.org.uk

Jane Beswetherick

The Greenwich Society, the Blackheath

Society, and the Westcombe Society

are protesting against the Greenwich

Foundations’s proposal to change the name

of the Old Royal Naval College to Royal

Palace and  Greenwich Hospital.

At the heart of Greenwich and its

UNESCO Maritime World Heritage Site is

the Old Royal Naval College whch has

been administered by the Greenwich

Foundation (GF) since 1997. 

A letter opposing the name change

from the chairs of the Westcombe Society,

the Greenwich Society and the Blackheath

Society appeared in the The Times on

Saturday Nov. 24th, along with a short

article about the proposal. 

The three societies applaud the GF’s

custodianship of the site, and note that

since the University of Greenwich and

Trinity/Laban  have occupied the four

courts, the site has been re-invigorated

and is thronged with students, visitors and

locals alike.

However, they express profound dismay

at the Foundation’s current proposal to

change the name from the Old Royal

Naval College to “Royal Palace and

Greenwich Hospital.” 

No remains of Henry VIII’s Palace of

Placentia are extant today, its foundations

buried under the Wren buildings which for

three hundred years until 1997 served as a

Hospital for Seamen and then as the Royal

Naval College. The new title ignores the

naval and maritime history of the buildings

where Nelson lay in state,  and is both

misleading and inaccurate. 

Many local people are shocked at the

very inadequate public consultation and are

urging the Foundation to think again.

We all want many more visitors to visit

Maritime Greenwich and marvel at the

splendours wrought by Wren  – but not to

be misled into thinking they are visiting a

Royal Palace. 

Ed: This change of name  might  possibly

compromise Greenwich’s designation  as

a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Letters of objection (or support) should be

sent to: Mr Tony Hales, Chairman of

Trustees for the Greenwich  Foundation

of the Old Royal Naval College 2 Cutty

Sark Gardens  London SE10 9HT

Greenwich Performs TIM BARNES

We hope that the first fortnight in

October will increasingly become

associated with Greenwich Performs, the

revived Greenwich Festival which had its

debut this year. It is certainly our intention

to organise a similar event next year.

The fornight started with fireworks and

the performance by the Rock Choir on The

Point.  Other highlights: the performance

by Canticum at the Quens House, and the

vegan Oktoberfest in Greenwich Market,

which provided an oompah band and a

great variety of vegan cooking. Many also

enjoyed the concert of  concert of Rossini

arias and duets at The Fan Museum.

Very different was the week-end of

activities at Rothbury Hall under the title

Fun Palace. Many also attended the Open

Day of Westcombe Woodlands.

The question and answer session with

Michael Frayn in the Greenwich theatre-

was entertaining and amusing, although the

same perhaps could not be said about the

play Here.  Many people also enjoyed the

recollections of life in SE London by our

local author and poet, Blake Morrison.    

The fortnight ended with a brilliant

modern dance at the Greenwich Theatre

called “Dracula-Welcome to D’s” by the

Chantry Dance Company. 

We have already made contact with the

University of Greenwich School of

Business Management  about involvement

in next year’s festival. If any members of

the Westcombe Society have ideas on how

to make the festival even better, do get in

touch with me on tim@ttbarnes.com.

Consideration of the application to

demolish the existing school buildings

on Old Dover Road and to build a new

1150 place school was deferred on October

2nd until a site visit could take place. The

amended proposal was considered by the

Planning Board on November 6th. 

A number of concerns were addressed.

These included: whether there was a

demand for such a large school, the

amount of open space, the sports facilities,

and transport and congestion, particularly

at the start and end of the day. 

The School Travel Plan includes the

level of staffing at school gates when

pupils arrive and leave.  Congestion at bus

stops and on local buses, particularly the

386, will be checked and the Headteacher

explained how she and the staff would

communicate with parents and pupils in

order to maintain considerate behaviour.

After discussion the application was

approved by the Planning Board subject to

a number of conditions. Assurances were

required about monitoring and maintaining

the Travel Plan and how local residents

and businesses would be able to contact

the school if there were concerns.  

Worries remain that the siting of an

enlarged school at a notorious bottle-neck

is ill-judged and is asking for trouble, and

will lead to congestion and air pollution.

Leigh Academy: Short-sited?

Lighting up the Standard

Everyone says how much they enjoy the

Christmas lights  at Blackheath

Standard. The Royal Standard Business

and Traders Association (RSBTA) have

bought the seven Christmas lights, but it

costs us £1,300 per annum to erect them in

November, take them down each January,

and then to store them.

We would be very grateful for any

donation from local residents or businesses

which will help us to continue to provide

our contribution to Christmas at the

Standard.  

We have collection boxes in Blackheath

Pet Supplie, G G Sparkes Butchers,  and

Moca Cafe; or you can drop off donations

at Starkey Financial Planning, 2 Charlton

Road, SE3 7EX.

Happy Christmas from all the traders

and thank you to all our customers

for supporting us throughout the year.

Quiz Night

The Westcombe Society’s Quiz Night in

November was a huge success, with

more tables and teams than ever.   

Congratulations to Tessa’s team, with a

very creditable score. Thanks to J-J and

Maureen, and to Joanne, Patricia and

Caroline; and also  Fishermans Inn for the

excellent Fish’n Chips.



A & A LANDSCAPES
Landscape Specialists

Free advice &           Qualified 

estimates horticulturalist

All aspects of soft & hard landscaping

work carried out including

* Maintenance  *Site clearance

* Turfing  * Tree surgery

* Fencing   * Patios  

* Brickwork

Tel. 020 8318 2530

Open letter to the 

chair of governors
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JOHN ROAN SCHOOL

Parents of John Roan (PJR)  claim that

Multi Academy Trusts (MATs) are

renowned for making promises and then

breaking them. They argue: “Once we

have lost our school there is very little

accountability and scrutiny. Our school

can be re-brokered and we have no say.

That is why we can’t stand by and not

speak out. We must fight to save our

school. For this reason they have written

an open letter to the new chair of John

Roan Governors, Mr David Skinner,

raising serious questions.”

The WN here summarises the concerns

raised in the letter.

As parents the writers say that they will

continue to oppose the academisation of

our school and state why they believe that

the University Schools Trust (UST) should

withdraw sponsorship. They express deep

disappointment that Mr Skinner has written

to parents in support of the UST without

subjecting the organisation to independent

scrutiny.[the trustees of a charity or trust

such as the John Roan Foundation are by

law required to exercise “due diligence”

when handing over assets.]

The writers express concerns about the

governance of UST. They claim the UST

reports pension liabilities of £1.3m.They

also note that Heads’ salaries in the UST

are more than Local Authorities salaries

for Headteachers. The Highest salary for

LA Heads for a large Inner London school

is approximately £116,000.  It is claimed

that Senior Leadership expenditure in the

UST went from £280,000 to £1,470,000 in

one year.  They also raise other concerns:

• The accounts for 2017-18 have not been

filed in Companies House [though it has to

be said that Companies House provides for

a nine months’ grace period.]

•  Grahame Price, CEO of UST, became

head of Wilmington Enterprise College in

2006 when it was rated “good”. During

this period, serious financial irregularities

resulted in the departure of the finance

officer. In 2008 it was put into “special

measures” and was closed. It reopened as

part of the Leighs Academy Trust MAT in

2010 and is now Wilmington Academy.  

Mr Price’s time as Head of St Paul's

Way Community school should also be

considered: in 2009 it was judged as ‘inad-

equate’. It became an  Academy as part of

the UST in 2016. The staff were required

to reapply for their jobs when their

contracts were transferred; the next year

38 staff left the school.  This gives the staff

at John Roan serious cause for concern. 

* Christine Whatford was appointed as

chair of Governors of The John Roan

School in August 2016, despite being a

consultant of the UST; in Sept. 2014 she

appointed the UST to work in the school to

offer ‘support’ in September 2017. The

UST ‘support’ did not improve the school.

The writers suggest that the ‘expertise’

these individuals have is in turning Local

Authority schools into academies.  

By a strange coincidence, Ms Whatford

was a close personal friend of the chair of

the Ofsted panel that inspected the school,

and there are concerns about  possible

conflicts of interest. (The school was rated

inadequate, after an inspection lasting only

two days;  many considered this unfair, as

it did not take into account the intake of

the school, nor its troubled past history.)

There are also other causes for concern.

Local Authorities have the power to

support school deficits and access to funds

to do so. There are fears that the UST

might use John Roan’s funds to run their

company, resulting in less funding for

educating the pupils. The writers are very

concerned that public money may be

diverted into the salaries of management;

and raise doubts about the danger of asset-

stripping of the school.

They ask Mr Skinner to look carefully

at their research and to re-consider his

support for the UST. The  Local Authority

(which is publicly accountable) has a good

track record in support of the school.

Could the UST provide comparable

support and resources?

They request that Mr Skinner contact

Ofsted and ask that they visit the school to

see the improvements already made. The

academy order was issued on the basis of

an inspection in March 2018, that many

know was not a true reflection of the

school. They also cite the alleged possible

conflict of interest (noted above.)   

Finally, they request that Mr Skinner

should  write to the Regional Schools

Commissioner, Dominic Herrington,

pointing out their concerns about UST, and

ask that the RSC revoke the order as has

been done in 16 other schools. This is

within the remit of the DfE. They write:

“We believe it is in the interests of our

children and the future of the John Roan

that we can remain an inclusive, caring

comprehensive school, accountable as a

public service to our community.”

STOP PRESS:  The Local Authority has

deferred its decision to hand  over the

school until December, “for further due

diligence.”

104 parents of pupils at John Roan

School wrote  An Open Letter for the

attention of:

Cath Smith (Headteacher, The John Roan)

David Skinner (Interim Chair of

Governors)

Councillor David Gardner (Deputy Leader,

Royal Borough of Greenwich)

Matthew Pennycook (MP, Greenwich and

Woolwich)

Kirstie Paton & Jane Simms (NEU Reps at

The John Roan)

Tim Woodcock (NEU Divisional

Secretary)

GMB Union (London Regional Office)

‘Parents for John Roan’ campaign group

We are parents of students at The John

Roan who wish to express our support for

the school in the midst of the turbulence

that has arisen since the publication of the

Ofsted report in June 2018 and subsequent

Academy Order.  Whilst we have differing

views and strength of convictions regard-

ing the Government policy to require Local

Authority schools with an Inadequate

Ofsted rating to join Academy Trusts, we

are agreed on the following:

1.The ‘Parents for John Roan’ campaign

does not speak for all parents’ views and

is not representative of the diverse com-

munity of parents across the school.

It is often reported or written that the

formerly named ‘John Roan Resists’ cam-

paign group “has the support of the parents

in the school” but with no qualification as

to how many parents have actually offered

this support and agree with the campaign’s

approach to the issues at hand. There are

alternative views amongst many parents in

the school that are not voiced by the rheto-

ric of the campaign group. 

2.The appropriate context for campaign-

ing against an Academy Order is at a

national political level or within a legal

framework, and not within the local

school it affects.

We understand that neither the Governing

Body, School Leadership or Local

Authority are in a position to resist the

enforcement of the Order or reverse it, but

all have a legal requirement to comply

with the process of conversion to the

named sponsor, even if it is not what many

parents or staff want to see happen. 

3. The industrial action that took place

in the summer term was disruptive to

the students’ education and destabilising

for the school community as a whole. 

The six days of strike action damaged staff

and student morale and caused unnecessary

additional stress for students facing their

end of year 11 and 13 exams, as well as

sending a message to the wider community

that the school was in chaos. It did not

alter (and indeed could never have altered)

the position the school is in regarding the

enforced conversion to an Academy. 

4. We believe in and want to express our

support for the robust Improvement

Plan that has been agreed between the

Headteacher, Governing Body and Local

Authority. We have witnessed changes

brought in by strong leadership of the

school over the summer term and more

notably the first five weeks of the 2018-

2019 year. We are pleased with progress

in areas such as staff recruitment, fewer

supply teachers, improved behaviour

management and increased communication

with parents. 

5.We are strongly opposed to further

industrial action in the school. 

We believe it will be counter-productive:

such action will not achieve the aim of

changing the implementation of the

Academy Order, and it will be detrimental

both to the current school community and

those in our local area who are considering

whether to choose The John Roan for their

children’s education in the future.    

Strike days and the disruption they

cause will undermine the hard work being

done by those who are focusing on the pri-

ority issue currently facing the school,

that of ongoing rapid improvement and the

eradication of the ‘serious weaknesses’

noted in the Ofsted report. 

We are signing this letter to give a

collective voice to the views we share as

parents, in the hope it will enable all

those involved in decision making at this

critical time for rhe John Roan school, its

pupils and staff, to be accurately informed

of a wider range of views than are cur-

rently being expressed.

Some parents

speak out

JOHN DANN FURNITUREMAKER

- EST. 1984

High quality bespoke fitted and 

freestanding furniture

made to your requirements.

Repair and restoration work 

also undertaken.

E-mail: johndann93@gmail.com

Website: johndannfurniture.co.uk

Tel.0208 852 3047 or 07837 859763

The views

expressed 

on this page do not 

necessarily reflect 

the views of the

WN.

CREATIVE MOVEMENT

WORKSHOP

with the artist practitioner

Steven Zilinskas

at Mycenae House
Wednesdays 4.00 - 5.00pm

for SIX WEEKS only

January 16th - Feb. 20th.

These fun workshop sessions offer you

the chance to experiment using 

art-dance to create a piece of work 

based on YOUR ideas.

Develop wellbeing, & skills!

To reserve a place ring 8858 1749
Shenanigans Theatre Company

A spokesperson for the UST said: 

“The Trust is committed to helping The

John Roan School to make the necessary

improvements, now and into the future.

Pupil outcomes are currently far below

expectations and the school has been

failing its children for a number of years.

We are currently working with the

governing body and leadership at

the school to improve the quality of

teaching and the outcomes for pupils.”



Westcombe News Dec. 2018 / Jan. 2019 5

CHRISTMAS AT ST GEORGE’s

tHeAtreArts

.BLACKHEATH HALLS

Sat  1st Dec.  11.1m  FAMILY DAY

3.00pm  FESTIVE FAMILY SING-A-LONG

All ages.  £8 | £6 under 16s

Sun 2nd Dec.  PALISANDER RECORDER

REVOLUTION £8.50 Ages 5+

Sat 15th Dec.  `.30 & 3.45 pm  Great Hall 

SLEEPING BEAUTY £15.00 All ages. 

GREENWICH THEATRE CROOMS HILL

KNITMAN: A WINTER YARN Dec 4th - 30th.

Longsleeves is a jumper: the story of an unwanted

Christmas present. Very funny show from Sharklegs

Theatre Company. Ages 4+.  £13.50 Children £8.50
FRIENDS OF WESTCOMBE WOODLANDS 

Volunteer workday on Sat 8th Dec. at Vanbrugh Pits

from 10am-1pm. Meet at the area bordered by Vanburgh

Park,  Maze Hill and Charlton Way. Bring stout footwear,

warm clothes, and gardening gloves if you have them!  

Aim: habitat enhancement for wildlife.

cHildren & FAMilY

Printing in Blackheath 
since 1978

From your ideas or Artwork
we can print at a 
reasonable cost:
• Business cards 

• Invoices • Letterheads 
• Books • Brochures  

• Forms • Invites 
• Wedding StationEry

1a Li zban st
bl ackheath,  Lo ndo n  se3  8 ss

tel: 020 8853 2268
email : dave@trojanpress. co. uk

www. trojanpress. com

MUSIC

Thurs. 6th Dec.   8:00 pm - “Io Saturnalia -The

Pagan Roots of Christmas Traditions” - Sam

Moorhead will give an illustrated talk on how

earlier pagan and Roman traditions were adopted

as part of the Christmas celebration

IN-WORDS.co.uk

Dec. 4 at West Greeenwich Library, 146

Greenwich High Road SE10 8NN: Cinnamon

Press 'Three Poets', Kay Syrad, Maria

Jastrzebska and Patricia Helen Wooldridge.7

for 7.30, FREE.  Refreshments, Donations.
INDUSTRIAL HISTORY SOCIETY

15th Jan. 7.30 pm Richard Albanese talks on

SMALL SHIPS AND BOATS AT TRINITY BUOY

WHARF  Meeting in the old Bakehouse, behind Age

Exchange.  Please park in station car park.

BLACKHEATH SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY

7.45pm Mycenae House, 3rd Friday in the month.

Dec. 14th 2018: AGM and talks by Members

January 18th 2019: THE RECOVERY OF THE

TIDAL THAMES AND ITS FISHERIES: Steve

Colclough FIFM, C.Env. Visitors welcome £3.00

spoKen Word

dAnce

THE GREENWICH THEATRE, Crooms Hill,

London SE10 8ES Box Office: 8858 7755

ROBINSON CRUSOE  23 Nov 2018 - 13 Jan 2019

Set sail to Greenwich Theatre this Christmas for our

swashbuckling panto - Robinson Crusoe. Starring

panto favourite, Andrew Pollard

DINOSAUR PIECES  16 Jan - 19 Jan 2019 7.30

Two one-act plays: palaeontology meets scandal.

Presented by The Roan Theatre Company

ORESTEIA 21 Jan 2019 4.30 and 7.00pm

An epic, tale of family, history, vengeance and honour

in a story nearly as old as theatre. Aeschylus’s classic

trilogy condensed into an hour £13.50 | £11.50

GLYPT: GREENWICH & LEWISHAM YOUNG

PEOPLE’S THEATRE present SNOW WHITE A

Perfect, Family, Festive Show at the Tramshed

Theatre, Woolwich.  2.00pm and 5.00pm on the fol-

lowing dates: Dec 8/9, 15th and 16th December, 22nd

and 23rd December Tickets: Adults £10.00,

Concs/under 18 & Grps. of 5 or more £8.00

MYcenAe House  deceMBer & JAnuArY

THE ARTS SOCIETY, GREENWICH 

King William Court, Univ. of Greenwich   

All lectures are at 7:45pm, with wine served from

7:15pm. Visitors welcome, please pay at the door

10th Dec. IN THE KINGDOM OF THE SWEETS

(all about The Nutcracker) presented by Nigel

Bates, heavily  involved   with the Royal Opera House

and the Royal Ballet. Fully illustrated with audio and

performance video clips.

Monday 14 January: CONSTABLE - THE

FATHER OF MODERN PAINTING Sarah Cove,

recognised authority on Constable, looks at his Great

Landscapes  including some of his most famous and

iconic paintings: The White Horse, The Haywain and

Salisbury Cathedral from the Meadows. 

THE ARTS SOCIETY, BLACKHEATH 

Thurs. 24th Jan 2019. 2.00 pm Refreshments

Followed at 2.30 by Judy Rudoe FSA on CARTI-

ER: JEWELLER OF GENIUS  Venue is St Mary's

Church Hall, Cresswell Park. Visitors welcome.

WHAT’S  ON

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL and 

CORPORATE FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Investments - Pensions - Estate Planning
2 Charlton Road. Blackheath Standard

London   SE3 7EX      (T) 020 3417 9760
email:  enquiries@gswealth.co.uk

website:  www.gswealth.co.uk.

HELPING  YOU PLAN YOUR  FUTURE
Grant Saw Wealth Management Ltd. is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

Grant Saw Wealth Management Limited

St GEORGE’S CHURCH. Glenluce Road

Sat., 1st Dec. 6:00 pm - VOX SOUL Choir

Concert - A youth choir from Lisbon, Portugal

will give a free concert at St George’s.

Refreshments, and retiring collection will be

taken for the Greenwich Winter Night Shelter.

BLACKHEATH HALLS

Sun 2nd Dec.  11.00am - 1.00pm  

A YULETYDE EVE The recorder ensemble

PALISANDER perform festive music of the

Renaissance  £14 | £12

TURNING OF THE YEAR

Mon 3rd Dec.  6.30 pm  Keystage 1

Tues 4th Dec. & Wed 5th Dec. 7.pm Keystage  2

Thurs 6th Dec.  7.0pm  Keystage 3  £6.00

Fri 7th Dec 7.30 pm  TRINITY LABAN

SYMPHONY ORHESTRA concert, including

Janacek & Stravinski (Firebird Suite)  £25 | £23

Fri 14th Dec. 8.00pm Great guitarist GLENN

TILBROOK  £25 | £23

Sat 15th Dec. 6.00pm  THE ICARUS CLUB

Great performers play acoustic music  £12.00

Sun. 16th Dec. 7.30pm  BLACKHEATH

CHRISTMAS CONCERT: BERNSTEIN’s

Chichester Psalms, and  FESTIVE

SONGS/CAROLS £16 | £14 Under 12s £6.00

Mon 17th  Dec  1.10 pm BRANDENBURG

ENSEMBLE: Bach. Christmas baroque music

7.30pm  Free, with retiring donation

Sat 12th Jan 2019 7.30 pm  Great Hall  THE

FIRST WALTZ Gala evening with the best in

Viennese music, with EMMA JOHNSON, and

Classic FM’s JOHN SUCHET £40.00

Fri 7th Dec 7.30pm - KT Bush Band. A striking homage to

one of the most exciting and original talents of the ‘70s and

‘80s UK music scene, from musicians who were there with

Kate Bush at the very beginning. £16/14.

Thurs 13th Dec 4pm - Bach To Baby. A family concert of

Classical Music. £10.

Fri 14th Dec 8pm - JazzNights. Legendary annual candle-lit

Christmas Curry Special event hosted by Dave Silk. £10. 

Thurs 20th Dec 7pm - A Choral Christmas Cracker. Seasonal

singing with choirs from St George's Church Westcombe

Park and Blackheath Centre for Singing. Free entrance.

Fri 21st Dec 4pm - Baby Broadway. Singalong showtunes for

all the family. £10.

Fri 21st Dec 7.30pm - A Live Xmas Shenanigan. GFMA,

Mycenae House + Sonic Promotions present live music from

favourite local musicians. £5.

Fri 11th Jan 8pm - JazzNights. Candlit Live Jazz music event

hosted by Dave Silk. £10.

Thurs 24th Jan 4.00pm - Bach To Baby. A family concert of

Classical Music. £10.

Fri 25th Jan 7.30pm - Global Fusion Burns Night Ceilidh.

Great night of dancing, singing, Bagpipes and lots of fun!

Thurs 7th Feb 7.30pm - Steve Knightly. Roadworks Tour

2019 - more songs & stories from the road. £18.

For further information visit www.mycenaehouse.co.uk

Susan Clark Interiors

Complete renovation to Decoration, Construction, Project
Management Interior Design, Kitchens & Bathrooms 

Bespoke Curtains & Blinds, JoineryUpholstery, 
Furniture, Gifts, Cards

Tel. 0208 305 2299
www.susanclarkinteriors.com

Susan Clark Interiors 

113 Humber Rd
London SE3 7LW

Learning is fun
St Olave’s is a Prep School in
New Eltham for boys and girls
aged 3-11 years

Tel: 020 8294 8930
www.stolaves.org.uk

! Broad, child-centred curriculum
! Excellent results in the 11+
selection

! Clubs, outings and residential
trips

! Excellent pastoral care
! Small classes
! Specialist staff for PE, IT, Music,
French and Drama

! Sibling fee reduction
! Before and after school care

331 Shooters Hill, Welling DA16 3RP

No parking on site – please use public transport.

Sunday 2 December 11am-3pm Our Christmas

Fair. Come and meet Father Christmas, sip mulled

wine. produce and crafts stalls; children’s crafts

and games. A great Festive day out for all the fam-

ily. Entry is £1 adult and 50p children – all money

raised helps us to care for our animals. A great

family day out!

Sat 8th Dec 10:00 - 12:30 A Stick Man

Christmas Watch the full Stick Man film before

heading off round the farm on The Stick Man

Activity Trail. Find everything on the trail before

heading off to Santa's grotto to be given your spe-

cial certificate and your own Stick Man toy from

Father Christmas himself. £7.50 per child.

Sessions start at 10am and 11am. Booking is

essential. To book go to www.thewoodlands-

farmtrust.org. Please arrive 10 minutes before the

time of your booking as the film will be starting on

the hour.

Sat 8th Dec. 7.30pm HAVEN”T STOPPED

DANCING YET 18+ A dance-tastic night of 70s

and 80s soul, funk & disco.£15.00 in advance

£18.00 on the door. In aid of Cancer Research UK

Tues. 18th Dec. CHRISTMAS TEA DANCE

1.30 pm Great Hall  £7.00 inc light refreshments

WoodlAnds FArM

THE BRIDGE AND FRIENDS OF EAST

GREENWICH PLEASAUNCE

Annual Christmas Party on Sunday 9th December

12pm - 3pm. Father Christmas arrives 12.45, visit

him FREE iun his grotto.  Plus refreshments, stalls

music, games and a raffle. An event for the whole

community.  The Bridge Community Centre, East

Greenwich Pleasaunce, Off Chevening Road,

Greenwich, SE10 0L 
SUNDAYS AT SUNFIELDS at Sunfields Methodist

Church 95 Old Dover Road, Blackheath   SE3 8SJ

Lunch!  1.00 - 4.00 pm  First Sunday every month.

MYCENAE HOUSE: Become a Dementia

Friend!  Fri 14th Dec. 2.30 pm Free interactive

information session: how to make a difference. All

ages welcome.Two hours including chat & coffee

Sorry. no wheelchair access. Please register your

interest: contact Deborah Fitzpatrick on 0208 858

1749 or email: mycenaeoutreach@gmail.com

St Luke with Holy Trinity's Community Carol

Service  at The Village, Charlton. 7.00pm 19th

Dec. Carol singing + Mulled wine.  All welcome.

coMMunitY

Sat., 1st Dec. 6:00 pm - VOX SOUL Choir

Concert - A youth choir from Lisbon, Portugal will

give a free concert at St George’s.  Refreshments,

and retiring collection will be taken for the

Greenwich Winter Night Shelter.

Thurs. 6th Dec.  8:00 pm - ‘IO SATURNALIA’:

THE PAGAN ROOTS OF CHRISTMAS

TRADITIONS - Sam Moorhead will give an

illustrated talk on how earlier pagan and Roman

traditions were adopted by the early Church as part

of the Christmas celebration

Sat. 8th Dec. 4:30 pm - Christmas Carols at the

Royal Standard Pub

Sun. 9th Dec. - 7:30 pm the Big Smoke Brass

Quintet give a FREE concert.

Sunday, 16th Dec. 6.00pm -Christmas Carol

Service (plus mulled wine, drinks & mince pies)

Thurs. 20th Dec.  7:00 - Mycenae House Choral

Christmas Featuring St George’s Choir and the

Blackheath Centre for Singing

Mon. 24th Dec. – 4:00 pm – Christmas Eve Crib

Service 

Mon. Dec. 24th 11:30 pm Christmas Eve

Midnight Mass 

Tuesday, 25th of December – CHRISTMAS

DAY 10:30 am – All Age Christmas Communion

Sunday, 6th of January - 11:00 am - Epiphany

Service with baptism and incense
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ISSUES

CLEONA LIRA – 2PLAN WEALTH MANAGEMENT LTD.

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER, CHARTERED STATUS.

SPECIALIST IN INVESTMENTS, PENSIONS & ETHICAL INVESTMENTS.

Address: Heron Tower, 13th Floor, 110 Bishopsgate, 

London, EC2N 4AD

Email: cleona.lira@2plan.com   (T): 0207 112 4968

Website: http://cleonamarialira.2plan.com/ Blog: http://cleonalira.co.uk/

2plan Wealth Management Ltd is authorised and regulated 

by the Financial Conduct Authority.

It is entered on the Financial Services Register 

(www.fca.org.uk) under reference 461598.

So called ‘education’ was quietly morphed in the 1980s into training for individualistic

‘empowerment’. Now training is targetting getting students maximum marks, by gaming

formulaic exams. This is deeply anti-educational. 

This conference will look at four essential ingredients for education 

1 Hopefulness, 2 Reviving the Zeitgeist 3 Building problem-solving confidence & skills 

4 Imagination –the vital forward-envisaging everyone needs in a rapidly changing society.
The speakers include Richard Pring and Chris Ormell. 

Date: Saturday Dec. 8th at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square WC1R 4RL. 10.45 – 16.00 

Book your ticket now! Send your Name/Address to PER, Box 16916, London SE3 7WS with

a cheque for £16 (payable PER) or two books of 12 first class stamps. (Or pay £20 at the

door.) www.philosophyforeducation.co.uk

A Day Conference, December 8th 

PHILOSOPHY  for  EDUCATIONAL  RENEWAL

T
he Council has launched a consulta-

tion with residents on its vision for

transport in the borough and an

investment plan for the next three years. 

The Local Implementation Plan for

Transport sets out the Council's ambitious

plans for making the borough greener,

healthier and more connected  – with a

particular focus on how walking, cycling

and public transport can be improved. 

Tackling poor air quality and making

streets safer for walking and cycling are

key objectives for the Council, and it has

already been trialling schemes such as Car

Free Day and School Streets across the

borough. 

The Local Implementation Plan builds

on the success of this existing work and

includes proposals to improve bus  priority,

install better pedestrian crossings and

create safer cycling routes. 

Cllr Denise Scott-McDonald, Cabinet

Member for Transport, said:  

“Transport is a vital part of everyday life

for everyone. We want to make sure that

the journeys residents make in Royal

Greenwich are safer, cleaner and more

joined-up.”  She added:

“We are also committed to reducing the

harmful pollution from vehicles, and

cleaning up the air across the borough,

which will undoubtedly benefit both

residents and our visitors and so help to

safeguard their health. 

“We want local people to help us to

shape our plans and be able to have their

say on the future of this borough, so I am

encouraging all residents to respond to the

consultation.”

The Council will work in partnership

with Transport for London (TfL) and

others to deliver the Local Implementation

Plan, which will contribute to the wider

transport vision for London set out in the

Mayor's Transport Strategy. 

Residents can have their say at 

royalgreenwich.gov.uk/haveyoursay 

or by calling 0208 921 6000 to request a

paper copy of the consultation. 

The consultation ends on 14th

December.

A short video can be found online:

https://youtu.be/T4BtgfGEVQg

This Conservation 

Area

Have your say about transport in

Greenwich: you have until Dec. 14th!

Matt Pennycook MP on BREXIT

Much of Westcombe Park lies in the

Conservation Area, but what exactly

does this mean?  How is conservation area

designation assigned? What are the associ-

ated benefits and duties?  Who is responsi-

ble for checking that the designation is

retained? What is an Article 4 directive?

Local authorities, with guidance from

Historic England, can designate part of

their area for conservation if it is an area

'of special architectural or historic interest,

the character or appearance of which it is

desirable to preserve or enhance'. 

A conservation area (CA) not only

covers architectural heritage but can also

include open spaces, transport links, street

furniture and surfaces, vistas and trees

and green features.  A CA applies to a

neighbourhood rather than to individual

buildings.

In order to secure CA status, the local

authority must produce a Character

Appraisal setting out those features which

it deems of importance.  Westcombe Park

Conservation Character Appraisal,  found

on the RBG website, was adopted in 2010.

It sets out those aspects of the area which

it deems worthy of protection.  

There are many two or three storey late-

Victorian or Edwardian houses and the

area includes nationally and locally Listed

buildings.  The character of the area is

described as 'rich and distinctive' with

leafy streets and 'generous' gardens, green

spaces, trees and vistas between buildings.  

As well as the Character Appraisal, the

council had to produce a Management

plan outlining how the area would be

maintained.  This discusses and itemises

some of the threats to the area such as

unsympathetic housing design, including

roof extensions and the replacement of

original windows and doors. A concern is

the replacement of front gardens and

boundaries with hard standing.

In order to maintain the character of the

CA the council has greater powers to

scrutinise and control some developments

such as demolition, infilling, changing roof

lines or boundaries or felling trees. 

So, some changes which would other-

wise be ‘permitted development’ require

planning permission in a CA. The council

provides guidance on conservation matters

and when planning permission needs to be

sought.

In the 2010 CA Management Strategy

the council argued that some additional

powers were needed 'prevent disfiguring

changes to the surviving historic fabric and

further erosion to the character and

appearance of the area'.  

Recently the CA had been identified as

'at risk', strengthening the need for these

additional powers. The Westcombe Society

is working with the Royal Borough of

Greenwich in order to apply for an Article

4 Direction which would give the council

the additional powers needed to reinforce

the planning process and thus enable us to

maintain the attractiveness and appeal of

Westcombe Park. 

Maggie Gravelle

(cont.from page 1) “It’s because I have

always believed that referendums are blunt

and divisive tools by which to try resolve

profound questions of this nature, and

because I fear that another vote could

entrench the divisions in our country and

reinforce the culturally divided nature of

our politics, that I have always harboured

deep reservations about another one. 

“But while another referendum would

be fraught with risk, including the real risk

that a ‘no deal’ option is on the ballot

paper and that the public votes for it, at the

point that Parliament has voted down the

deal, any option is fraught with risk and at

that stage the risks entailed by a public

vote would pale in comparison to the risks

of leaving the EU without a deal. 

“And that is why I have always believed

that the option of another referendum must

be kept open.”  

In short: “If the deal is voted down, if

the Prime Minister will not abandon her

red lines and return to the negotiating table

to get a better deal, if a general election

can’t be secured, and if  the alternative is

crashing out of the EU without a deal, then

I would have no  hesitation in supporting

another referendum.”

The decision as to what MPs will do if

the withdrawal agreement is voted down is

not yet upon parliamentarians, but it soon

will be.   

Mr Pennycook concluded his speech

with these words:  

“What I hope you will take away from

my remarks today is that we have arrived

at this moment because of political choices

that were made by our government, that

different choices could have been made

along the way and a different outcome

secured, and, most importantly, as I said at

the outset, even as Brexit enters its

eleventh hour, we still have choices. “

He added: 

“In confronting those choices over the

next few weeks, the response of parliamen-

tarians must be guided, not by short-term

party political considerations   

or the particular electoral dynamics of

any given constituency, heavily leave or

heavily remain, but by what will protect

and advance our long-term national interest

and by what option holds out the best

prospect of healing the divisions of the ref-

erendum and bringing the country back

together again.”

Matt Pennycook on Trade issues

Our local MP made it clear that he 

regarded a “No Deal” Brexit would 

be a catastrophe:
“One of the central claims made by those

who campaigned to leave was that leaving

the EU would free the UK to strike a

range of preferential trade deals with

countries around the world. That vision

was always a fantasy: future free trade

agreements could never compensate for a

hard Brexit.  

“The EU currently constitutes 44% of

our exports and 53% of our imports.

Increases in trade from new trade deals

with the USA, Canada, Australia and New

Zealand combined would be worth less

than 3% of our current trade in goods and

services with the EU.  

“New trade deals with the BRIC coun-

tries, Brazil, Russia, India and China,

would be worth just over 2%. 

“Meanwhile as an EU Member State,

the UK can currently freely trade bilateral-

ly with any country it wishes and we also

currently benefit from 61 EU negotiated

favourable trade agreements encompassing

nearly half of the world’s states. 

“To put all that at risk in pursuit of a

hard Brexit would be, to quote the former

permanent secretary at the Department of

International Trade, Sir Martin Donnelly,

like giving up a three-course meal for the

promise of a packet of crisps in the future.  

“That is why Labour has been calling

for a renegotiation that includes a new,

comprehensive UK-EU customs union,

one that would allow us continue on cur-

rent arrangements, to be part of those 61

EU trade agreements and give us a say on

any future deals the EU negotiates.” 

SPECTRUM

Painters & Decorators
Interior/Exterior

No job too Small
Clean and Reliable

Free Estimates
30 Years Experience

020 8853 2759 or 0795 0815412

Email: 

paulgammon.pg@googlemail.com

Hills and Vales

Cllr Geoff Brighty has told the WN that

Greenwich Council is looking at

introducing measures that would see roads

like Hyde Vale, Crooms Hill and West

Grove closed to through traffic. 

A reduction in rat-running between the

A2 and Greenwich, particularly during the

evening peak would certainly be attractive

to some local residents. 

But Geoff suggests that pressing ahead

without  taking into account the knock-on

effects such closures would have on other

already busy roads would be misguided.

There has been no consultation outside

the West Greenwich area so far, but a

spokesman for the council said that any

closures would be for an experimental

period. Although it seems unlikely that

any decision will be made in the near

future, the Westcombe Society is keeping

an eye on all such proposals.



MARKET PLACE
please send ads for the Market place with pay-

ment by the 10th day of the preceding month to: 

Marilyn little, 163, Westcombe Hill, se3 7dp 

8853 1312 Advertising@westcombesociety.org

ALL classified adverts 30p per word.  Please make cheques

payable to The Westcombe Society

itAliAn tuition Native Italian teacher offers  les-
sons at all levels.Preparation for GCSE,  A-LEVELS
courses, Grammar, Conversation Tel 07788 743371
MAtHs & enGlisH tuition and preparation for
11+ and independent school selection tests by quali-
fied and experienced teacher.marystuition.com Mary
Bauckham 07709089838
mary.bauckham@gmail.com
locAl privAte tuition 1-1 or small group
tutoring in English and Maths learning support GCSE
by qualified tutor.  Call: 07904 880 448
russiAn tuition. Russian-speaking university 
lecturer offers lessons at all levels (including 
university, business and conversation) in your
home/office. Tel.: 07766 531401
spAnisH tuition all ages and levels, GCSE, 
A levels , conversation, literature, by Latinoamerican
native speaker. Please contact  Miguel at 
migansiergut52@gmail.com or 07910 318513
11+ tuition Successful, qualified and experienced
DBS-certified tutor providing one-to-one preparation
of all eleven-plus exam components  (CEM, GL
systems).  Evenings, weekends available. 
Email: elevenplus.smarter@gmail.com
MAtHs tuition Qualified and experienced sec-
ondary teacher offers tuition to GCSE level. 
Call Miv Whitaker: 07745816338; or email
miv.whitaker@gmail.com
sHoW Your coMputer WHo is tHe Boss
Are you looking for some extra help working with
your computer? Need some help with your digital
photos, online shopping and the jargon? To discuss
the options, call Paul on 07958 251448 or email
paul.clayton@soulchip.co.uk
leArn to plAY tHe violin...  
with Rosemary Hinton BMus (Hons) Dip.ABRSM
LRAM. Lessons held in groups or on a 1-1 basis in
Blackheath, SE3. All ages and ability welcome.
FREE TRIAL SESSION AVAILABLE!
Contact: 07850230873, rosehintonviolin@gmail.com,
rosemaryhintonviolin.com 

BlAcKHeAtH villAGe:
pAres FootWeAr
10% OFF all shoes over £20, excluding sale stock
rAFFles desiGner WeAr.
10% OFF all non-sale goods

tHe verB sHop 10 percent discount on all  
copywriting and content creation. Free 1 hour 
assessment of your marketing material.

GreenWicH:
nortH pole restAurAnt
12.5% OFF Meals only for two

3d divinG  10% discount on all scuba diving

courses.  Offer excludes scuba diving equipment.  

GreenWicH coMMunicAtion centre

at 164 Trafalgar Road: 10% Discount on all

Computer Maintenance & Repairs (inc Tablets &

Smartphones) 

www.greenwichcc.com T: 02082692103

HuMBer roAd:
BodYWorKZ - tHe Fitness clinic
109 Humber Road.10% OFF all treatments costing
£30 or more except Chiropody; exc.Saturdays.
roYAl nepAlese restAurAnt
(Station Crescent) 20% OFF meals for two or more
Sunday - Thursday.
coriAnder restAurAnt (Station Crescent)
25% off Sunday to Thursday.  Bookings only!

tHe  stAndArd:
coton & HAMBlin - opticiAns
£65 off complete spectacles
BlAcKHeAtH eYecAre opticiAns 
20% off 2nd pair of spectacles. (Same prescrip-

tion). Not in conjunction with any other offer.
(Complete glasses start from £49.95 with single
vision lenses). 5% off contact lens solution and
accessories. https://www.blackheatheyecare.co.uk/
troJAn press 10% OFF all quotations

WestcoMBe Hill
A * drivinG scHool  £5 discount on the price
of one x 2 hour lesson for WS members.
tHe Wonder WoMen netWorK 10% discount

WestcoMBe pArK roAd
KAren storeY oF HoMespAce offers mem-
bers 10% discount on decluttering & homestaging 
services.Please note new number: 07951 191086
www.home-space.biz

peninsulA
sHendA FAlveY personAl trAininG &
BootcAMps Free bootcamp session at
Greenwich Peninsula worth £10. Book to secure
place (excludes existing customers)
25% off first personal training session plus free
consultation  M: 07887 727 335
www.shendafalveypersonaltraining.com

MArK cHeeseMAn, locAl cArpenter And
Joiner WitH over 30 YeArs eXperience.  All
Aspects Of Carpentry and Construction Executed
Considerately and to a High Standard.  Both
Traditional and Contemporary Design Joinery -
Cupboards, Wardrobes, Floating Shelves Etc.  Sash
Window Overhaul.  If you have Rotten Window Sills,
Door Frames Etc. rather than replace them iith the
associated upheaval and expense, why not have a
Timber/Resin Repair?  Please Call Mark on
07767 456131 or H: 020 8854 4028.
s.s.d pluMBinG And HeAtinG Friendly local
plumber available for free estimates and advice.  All
works undertaken, no job too small, from boilers to
bathroom suites, all works viewed within 24 hours, fully
insured and new work guaranteed. Call today on 07931
536533 or 8305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com
upHolsterer speciAlisinG in trAditionAl
upHolsterY Www.suemayesupholstery.
net or phone 07932 040298
s.s.d dAMp prooFinG speciAlists in the treat-
ment of RISING & PENETRATING damp. Repair/
renewal of rotten structural timbers as a result of damp.
Chemical injection and render using tried and tested
systems. Specialists in providing horizontal and vertical
barriers against damp/ water ingress. Please contact us
for a free consultation and written estimate. 
Mob:  07931 536 533    Land:  020 8305 1039
puBBle plAsterinG Need a  plasterer with
excellent references?  Work is of high standard.
Qualified C&G. Plastering-Rendering-
Plasterboarding - Repairs. Free quotes!  Call Alex on
07547 468459 / 0203 092 0684
pubbleplastering@googlemail.com
MAlcolM tierneY, cArpenter 
Specialist in refurbishment, repair and replacement 
of sash windows.   0777 5657371
locAl cArpet/oven cleAner Specialist in
cleaning Carpets & Ovens, Upholstery & rugs.
Competitive rates.   Email: adam@carpetcrew.co.uk
M: 07828503132  http://www.carpetcrew.co.uk
decorAtinG, electrics Plumbing and Property
Maintenance. Est, 25 years. References available.
Phil McNamara 8857 5480, mobile 07814 360862
A MAn And A vAn Tel: 020  8858 3889 
Mobile: 07885 917842
HAndYMAn. Small works, furniture assembly, brick-
work, plastering, hard landscaping, fencing, paving,
small carpentry work, deliveries and light removals.
Call Chris Pepper: 07944680269
WindoW & Gutter cleAninG
Blackheath-window-cleaner.co.uk  07791 465052
t.tA electrics. NICEIC Approved Contractor,
Quality Tradesman. All electrical work undertaken,
Fully Insured & Guaranteed.  24HR EMERGENCY
ELECTRICAL. Please call Tony on 07961 509403
OR  020 8488 7425  OR  info@ttaelectrics.co.uk
interior decorAtor & cArpenter with over 20
years experience. A member of the guild of master-
craftsman. Free quotes & friendly advice on  all your
decorating requirements. Local references
available. Tel. Ashley Greaves 8858 2981
HoMeWorKs All-round handyman for those DIY’s you
have no time for! General repairs. Painting & Decorating.
General Carpentry and flooring. Flat-pack assembly. Patio
and deck cleaning. No job too small. Contact Matthew
Barron 07903 388658
electriciAn / AlArM enGineer no job too small

TMIET registered. Call 07879 011792
trAined cHiMneY sWeep & stove
instAller Fast, friendly Happy to work!  Call
Anthony on 07772 649577 or email: chimneymain-
tenance@gmail.com
pest control services All types of pests
dealt with including fox control. Call John 0208
300 3496
c.s. cArpentrY-JoinerY
Decorating and all building work undertaken.
Joseph McNamara 8857 5480, mob.
07947155366

Function rooM For Hire
Blackheath area, up to 150 people, Bar, disabled
access. Tel 07940 296290
Host FAMilies
Reliable and caring families required for short term
students  All enquiries to
elizabeth.keiran@tiscali.co.uk

GrAss cuttinG, hedges, tree work. 020
83097910.

WHitstABle WeeKends / WeeKs  Sea wall house
between Oyster Warehouse and Harbour. Sleeps 5.
Fantastic views. 8858 6578 or 013 04 367443

locAl BABYsitter (student) 
Evenings and weekends. References available. £6
per hour. Bookings: 07961 541 000
Email: ibabysit.SE3@Gmail.com
MoBile HAirdressinG 
Special rates for OAPs. OAPS   Ring Sjeron on
0208/856/8026
tutorinG / BABYsitter:
St. Olaves Grammar School Sixth former fundraising
for a charity expedition available to babysit, help with
homework, tutor in maths/verbal/non-verbal reason-
ing and Lego building -:)  Please contact Gregoire at
StOlavSE@gmail.com or 07582444366"

JeWellerY And WAtcH repAirs And 
vAluAtions from Michele Franklin. British
Jewellers Association accreditation 07809 502 714
Michele@personaljewellerylondon.co.uk
sunsHine WindoW cleAninG For a no-
obligation quote call Martin on 07821403577
Air conditioninG & electricAl WorK Fully
qualified engineers CSCS  Tel: 07419 312547
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ACCOMMODATION

GARDENING

HOLIDAYS

PERSONAL CARE & THERAPY

TUITION BUY LOCAL!
Discounts available on production  

of  your WS membership card.

SERVICES & TRADE

repAirs & AlterAtions: School trousers, Blazer 
sleeves,shorter, Hems, Darts in dresses, and Jackets
relined etc. Call 07904 880 448
s.s.d Builders ltd.
Long established Building & Roofing Company avail-
able for free estimates & advice. ALL works under-
taken,  from guttering to Refurbishments.  All works
viewed within 24 hours, fully insured & new work is
guaranteed. Call us today on 07931 536533 or 0208
305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com
toM ellis BespoKe cArpentrY 
Alcove bookcases, cabinets, wardrobes and window
seats. M. 07510 869 947
WestcoMBe cleAners I'm a friendly, hard-
working & organised domestic cleaner. Regular or
single services. Competitive rates. Additional tasks. I
love my clients to be happy.  Phone 07746 291617
pHone/BroAdBAnd socKets.
Improved Broadband speed plates, Fault Finding
Repairs, New Extensions, Tidying of cables. 25 yrs
BT, Insured. 07845 705900

PAINTING & DECORATING

Interior/Exterior/

Experienced Reliable Clean

Fully Guaranteed/Insured.

References available.

Free no obligation quote 

and advice given 

JOHN at JAMES & LAMONT

Office 020 8462 4646   

Mobile 07802 535695

jamlam.john@btinternet.com

LOCAL DRESSMAKER

Bespoke garments for Weddings, 

Proms & Special Occasions.

Repairs and Alterations School

trousers/Blazers sleeves shortened. 

Hems taken up, Jeans taken in. 

Dresses re-shaped 

and jackets re-lined.

Over 25 Years experience.

Call: 07904 880 448

!!

!
 

 
           
             BE INSPIRED AND BUILD 
 

Extensions and refurbishments 

 
 

buildandcreate.co.uk 
clinton@buildandcreate.co.uk 
0796 1089012     0208 305 2184 

                                                                                                       

                                    
!

r. G.Austin
(Established 1963

Heating Engineers,

Property Maintenance,

Electrics, Painting,

Decorating, Plumbing,

Central Heating, 

GAS
SAFE

Shower and Bathroom Specialists  

2A Hassendean Rd, Blackheath SE3 8TS

Telephone: 0208 858 7359

rgaustinltd@gmail.com

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
(See also http//www.westcombesociety.org/)

136 HUMBER ROAD   ref 18/3943/CP

Install solar panels on rear roof slope.

44 HARDY ROAD  ref 18/3853/HD

Demolish conservatory and construct single-storey 

rear extension and install rooflight to rear roof slope

86 WESTCOMBE HILL  ref 18/3791/HD

Roof extension comprising rear dormer window 

with outrigger



THE CHRISTMAS FAIR

JRJAMES REMOVALSJAMES REMOVALS
.com.com

‘excel lence through ef for t ’‘excel lence through ef for t ’

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com 
to request a 

quotation online

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com
to request a 

quotation online

� Fully trained 
uniformed staff

� Full insurance 
included in 
ALL quotes

� Prompt free 
estimates

� On-site 
containerised 
storage

� Discounts for 
long-term storage

� Well-established 
family business

� Pianos – our forte

BAR MEMBER NO. JO28

The Westcombe News:       

Your paper

The Westcombe News is a

community paper pro-

duced and distributed by the

community; we hope our read-

ers find it a worthwhile read.

We have an army of wonderful

helpers who put the paper

together, sort it into over 60

paper rounds for distribution,

and then distribute it.  

This all happens ten times

a year but is not arduous if the

load is well spread.  However,

we can’t all go on forever:

people move, people get sick,

people get older, or their lives

simply change, so we always

need new helpers.  

In particular our editor

celebrated his 80th birthday

recently and would like to

retire sometime but doesn’t

want to leave the paper with-

out an editor.  We also need

help with deliveries.   

Right now we really need

the following:

• A volunteer or volunteers to

help the Editor.

• Volunteers to take on rounds

of up to 70 papers, there is

urgent need in the St Johns

Park area at the moment but

other rounds come up on a

regular basis.

• Volunteers who can take on

rounds occasionally when

someone is unable to do theirs

on a temporary basis

• Volunteers to help distribute

the papers to those who then

put it through all our letter

boxes.

If you can help please

contact us, contact details

on page 2.  

The Christmas Fair on November 17th

was a great success, although the

numbers were down a bit this year. It was

attended by some 200 people, plus chil-

dren. A big draw for the children was the

Punch and Judy Show, and  Santa’s Grotto.

A full list of the local traders and com-

panies who donated items for the raffle,

and helped in other ways,  is still being

finalised, and will appear in our next issue. 

Meanwhile, our thanks are due to  all

our volunteers, including the Action Team

from GoodGym, the folk from St George’s

Church, and to all those who  provided

musical entertainment,  spreading

Christmas cheer.

Thanks also to Sue Clark for sponsoring

the Christmas tree, to Felicity Lord for the

banners, and to David Lloyd Kidbrooke,

Sue Clark and Burn it Fitness for donating

items for the silent auction. 

Congratulations to Ann Cochran who

won the Christmas Hamper with her

Lucky Number, and all the Raffle Prize

winners.   We should all thank Marilyn for

master-minding the whole operation.  

Happy Christmas, Marilyn! 
GoodGym Greenwich regulars congregated at

Blackheath High School to help set up the annual

Westcombe Society Christmas fundraising

Christmas Fair, armed with good intentions,

smiles, and a healthy dose of Christmas cheer

(which, as we all know, is best spread by singing

loudly  for all to hear).

The Fair was opened by the Mayor of Greenwich, Cllr Christine May. She

was welcomed by Marilyn Little, Chair of the Westcombe Society, and Nadine

Fulmer from Greenwich Volunteer Centre, the WS Charity of the Year 2019.

Left:

One lucky Raffle

Prize winner

won  this bunch

of flowers from

Passionflower.

Prizes galore,

thanks to our

generous donors!

Above: Children’s craft activities were

very popular.

Dave Silk turned up – and

won a case of wine!

The Mock Tudor Band used authentic instruments to play some

16C and 17C period music. Must keep up with the times!

PHOTO: Penny Player
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www.cinnamoncc.com

Rectory Court  The Glebe, SE3 9TU |  Tel: 0203 553 5768
Leah Lodge  Blessington Rd, SE13 5EB |  Tel: 0208 108 2802

LUXURY CARE HOMES IN BLACKHEATH

Emerson Park Apartments & Emerson Grange Care Home
Opening July 2018 in Hextable, Kent 

Residential  |  Dementia* |  Respite  |  Day Care  


