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Driverless cars:

cleaner, safer

Britain is continuing to carry out tests of
self-driving cars on public roads
despite mounting concern over safety after
a pedestrian was killed by one in the US.

Government-backed trials using small
autonomous vehicles in Greenwich ended
in March amid widespread reports of
public unease about the implications for
road safety and cybersecurity.

In the so-called GATEWAY project
(Greenwich Automated Transport
Environment) on Greenwich peninsula,
members of the public have been trialling
low-speed autonomous pods on pathways
and cycle paths.

GATEWAY reported that less than half of
1,300 public responses were positive about
the new technology, with those uncertain,
or opposed, expressing fears about how
driverless vehicles will interact with
humans on the roads.

The pods did have one collision during
the trials, when it crashed into a barrier
with the roads minister, Jesse Norman,
aboard. Despite this accident, he has
pledged to keep the UK in the vanguard of
developing autonomous technology.

The government recently confirmed it

9 WN
® Reporter

Nevertheless, the doubts expressed in
Greenwich seemed justified as reports
came in of a self-driving Uber car killing a
woman in Tempe, Arizona — the first time
that a self-driving vehicle has killed some-
one that was not its occupant.

The victim, 49-year-old Elaine
Herzberg, was wheeling her bicycle across
the road when she was struck by the Volvo;
she later died in hospital.

While investigations continue, Uber has
suspended its test fleets of self-driving cars
across North America.

Meanwhile, Jaguar Land Rover, the
country’s biggest carmaker, has been
carrying out experiments with autonomous
cars on roads in the Midlands. In late
March, they demonstrated some of the
vehicles’ features, including emergency
braking assistance, on urban streets.

Greenwich is expected to allow Ford
and Jaguar Land Rover autonomous cars
on its streets in the next phase of testing.
Meanwhile, Gatwick Airport announced it
would be testing autonomous vehicles to
shuttle staff across the airfield, which it
said could lead to “an Uber-like service”
for ground staff to use as required.

would be overhauling road laws to include (See also page 4.)
self-driving cars.
Wildlife in Greenwich Mary Mills

reenwich Wildlife Awareness Group

(GWAG) need you all to help raise
awareness of our green spaces! People
want to know about all the wonderful
wildlife in Greenwich, not just in their
local park. If we want to protect our open
spaces we must make sure people know
about them.

As a first step we’ve set up a GWAG

Twitter account, @WildGreenwich
There are lots of superb photographers,
and really good birders and naturalists in
the Borough, and we’d love them to share
pictures, records and news.

So far we have had hardly anything
from the south of the Borough — Eltham,
Shooters Hill. Where are you all?

The sort of things we want are:

*  Recent wildlife photos taken in the

borough.

*  Interesting wildlife news or sightings

relating to Greenwich.

* Any local species lists and records you

are willing to share.

* Details of accessible events, training
and courses which could be of interest,
(not necessarily in Greenwich).

For those who already have a Twitter
account (it’s really easy to set one up),
please tweet us @WildGreenwich.

If not, send us details in an email to
gwagtwitter@gmail.com
Finally, if anyone out there has ideas
(and ideally can help!) about other ways
of sharing news, please let us know.

Newsbriefs
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Last year, this prototype shuttle began driverless navigation of a 2km route around the
Greenwich Peninsula. Travelling at 10mph, it used advanced sensors to detect and avoid
obstacles whilst carrying members of the public participating in the research study. Is
this the vehicle of the future? The chancellor, Philip Hammond, has promised driverless
cars on the road by 2021. But Noel Sharkey, emeritus professor of artificial intelligence
at the University of Sheffield, said: “Autonomous vehicles present us with a great future
opportunity to make our roads safer. But the technology is just not ready yet and needs
to mature before it goes on the road. Too many mistakes and the public may turn its
back on the technology.” For a report on some of the ramifications, please see page 4.

The WS hosts local Hustings Event

As the local elections approach in May,
the Westcombe Society organised a
Local Council Hustings event, at which
local people could meet and question some
of the candidates for election in our local
ward, Blackheath/Westcombe.

The event was held at St George’s
Church, courtesy of the Rev Yim Yeager.
Among the many issues raised were
housing, air pollution local community
care — and local shops.

Questions were raised about our local
independent traders, who faced crippling
rises in business rates and rent, and, with
the internet, changes in shopping habits.
All the candidates agreed that our local
shops were a tremendous community asset:
no one wanted empty shops.

Another issue, air pollution, generated
much interest; the cruise liner terminal in
Enderby Wharf was particular cause for
concern..

There were also questions about housing,
and homelessness: it was pointed out that
Greenwich had a very poor record on
social and affordable housing compared
with other boroughs. Among other issues
was the quality of community care: all
agreed that those in need of this support
deserved the best possible service.

Cladding wars
A judge has suggested that leaseholders in flats
where cladding is a problem should consider
suing:
* the central government which writes the
building regulations;
* Jocal councils which operate building control;
* the builder, or the cladding manufacturer.
Meanwhile, Galliard, the developer that built
1000 homes in Greenwich, is taking to court the
National House Building Council (the warranty
& insurance provider) over the £40m bill.
Not reassuring for the residents whose apart-
ments are no longer worth what they cost, and
paying for fire wardens, as work is put on hold.

Too hard to loos
Following the April Fool in last month’s WN,
truth really is stranger than fiction: there is a
real discussion about what to do about the
ex-public loos in the Standard, but there is just
one small problem: no one knows who owns
the loos. To whom do they belong?

Please contact the WN if you have lost a loo.

Bombs in Woolwich?

In preparation for upgrading the Woolwich ferry
terminal, the bottom of the Thames has been
searched for unexploded WWII bombs in case
some remained undiscovered.

As well as upgrading the terminal, TfL has
plans for a new generation of state-of-the-art
ferries; the current ferries are some 50 years old.
That’s the good news: the bad news is that they
are being built in Polish shipyards.

Calling all gardeners: for Peat’s Sake

Spring has come late this year, and it is a truth
universally acknowledged that this is the time
when one’s fancy lightly turns to thoughts of —
gardening. Gardeners are urged to pause before
they buy that bag of peat.

Peatlands are endangered habitats that absorb
greenhouse gases; they also support plants and
animals that cannot survive in any other habitat.
Why not try a peat-free compost such as Sylva
Grow, which comes in a handy 15 litres bag,
easy to lug home.

Reach for your trowels, everyone!

Borough’s Civic Awards

Among the Royal Borough’s nominations this
year is Philip Binns, following his retirement as
a key member of the Greenwich Conservation
Group — and his membership of the Blackheath
Society Management Committee.

Among others listed are Sue Redford, for her
services to Blackheath Boys Brigade since 1975
and her work for the Greenwich Winter Night
Shelter Also nominated are Alan Robinson,
one of the founders of the Greenwich Foodbank;
and local artist Peter Kent, who is well-known
for his highly creative depictions of Greenwich
and London. The Priory Players won this year’s
"Royal Greenwich Civic Award in Arts and
Entertainment" for outstanding contribution to
arts and entertainment. And Ottie and the Bea
won the Independent Retailer Award at the
inaugural Royal Greenwich Business Awards.
Well done, Julia Marsen. Richly deserved.

Floods of cheers
for the young people who took part in Noye’s
Fludde in Blackheath Halls.

The May 2018 election candidates are listed
below in alphabetical order:
Allman, Trevor William (Official Monster
Raving Loony Party)*
Badrinath, Usha (Liberal Democrat Party)
Brighty, Geoff (Conservative Party)*
Fletcher, Leo (Labour & Co-operative Party)*
Lolavar, Mariam (Labour & Co-operative
Party)*
Mathers, Jannet (Green Party)*
Miller, Suzanne Jane (Liberal Democrat Party)
Moore, Fiona Charlotte (Green Party)*
Rance, Victoria Tracy (Green Party)
Reid, Malcolm (Conservative Party)*
Shahzad, Sabiha (Labour & Co-operative
Party)*
Steves, Franklin Moseley (Liberal Democrat
Party)
Turrell, Thomas (Conservative Party)*
* Present at the Hustings
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Westcombe Society

Annual General Meeting

Friday May 11th at 7.30 pm.
in The Centenary Room,
Blackheath High School for Girls,
Vanbrugh Park
by kind permission of the Head,
Mrs Carol Chandler-Thompson

Your chance to hear what’s going on -
and to elect a new committee.

The meeting will include a short talk
from the Friends of Greenwich Park.
All this and Wine & Nibbles!

®
Nominations for new i
committee members
welcome. p=
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WESTCOMBE NEWS

ALL EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE TO:

Neville Grant, Editor
wnews@westcombesociety.org
Tel. 020 8858 8489

ALL MATERIAL TO BE SENT TO:
wnews@westcombesociety.org

Deadline for the June

issue: 16th May
Environment Editor: Maggie
Gravelle

Sub-editor: Annie Grey
Reporters: The community — that
means you!

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
Emily Norton All queries and
comments to: 020 8853 2756
environment@westcombesociety.org

DISTRIBUTION Emily Norton and
volunteers.

Volunteer distributors please phone

020 8853 2756 , we need your help!

ADVERTISING MANAGER
Marilyn Little, 163 Westcombe

Hill, SE3 7DP 020 8853 1312
Advertising@westcombesociety.org

All adverts payable in advance by
cheque to The Westcombe Society.
DISPLAY: Single column 6cm x 6¢cm:

One - four issues £35, five-plus issues £30
each. Other sizes: please inquire.
Classified Ads (Market Place) 30p per word
(A telephone number = one word. An email/
web address = 3 words.) Deadline for all
adverts is 10th day of the preceding month.

Printed by: Trojan Press

Contact the Westcombe Society:
WestcombeNews @egroups.com
Publisher: The Westcombe Society
Chairman: Marilyn Little Tel. 020 8853 1312

The views expressed in the Westcombe
News are not necessarily those of the
Westcombe Society or of the Editor.

We take all reasonable precautions to pro-
tect the interests of our readers by ensuring
as far as possible the bona fides of our
advertisers but cannot accept any responsi-
bility for them. Any complaints should be
addressed to the advertiser.

To access back-numbers (in colour) go to:
www.westcombesociety.org/westcombe-news/
Westcombe Society’s Blog:
http://westcombe.blogspot.com

WANTED! More volunteers to
distribute the WN — and to help with

Westcombe Society’s community
events. Please phone 8853
2756 if you would like to help.

[m—————————————

WESTCOMBE SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

Please send this membership form to:
Christine Legg, 69 Mycenae Road,
London, SE3 7SE

Name

Address

Tel

Email:

Please enclose payment as appropriate:

—_——— e

Family Membership £12 [ ]
Individual Membership £8 [ ]
Senior Citizens/unwaged £4 [ ]

..

IT SUPPORT

For ALL your home & business needs
Call now for FREE advice

\Qi"/leads'tart’

IT Solutions

020 8858 2002

www.headstart.it

Find out what’s
happening at
our AGM!

Blackheath High School for Girls,

—
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The atmosphere

Mycenae House & Age UK

(Men in Sheds) staged a pilot
“Repair Cafe” on 21st March.
Our Women in Sheds and Men

Friday May 11th at 7.30 pm.
in The Centenary Room,

Vanbrugh Park
by kind permission of the Head

AGENDA
Welcome, and apologies for absence
Minutes of last AGM & matters
arising
Brief reports:
* Chairman
* Events Cttee
* Environment Cttee
* Westcombe News
Treasurer’s report & presentation
of audited accounts
Election of new committee
Charity of the year 2017 - 2018
Any other business
A representative of the Friends of
Greenwich Park will give a short
talk about the Park.
Wine and nibbles.

Deliver us from Temptati
(& Glutta

The Westcombe Society’s Queen
Elizabeth’s Birthday Tea for Senior
Citizens took place on a sunny day (at
last!) in April: over 40 guests enjoyed
a slap-up tea. The guests included a
cohort (above) from St George’s
Church. Surely they didn’t nick all
those cakes? Shock, horror!

No, the editor ran out of space for
the photo, so he photoshopped the cake
stand onto their table.

Many thanks to all who made and

PHOTO: Di Blackwell

Grace helped J-J with the raffle, handing out

served the tea, and did the washing up! prizes, and also helped by offering cakes and

But the star of the tea was Grace (8)
(abve, right) Our youngest volunteer
with probably our most senior guest.

sandwiches.
Even when our guests were full up they
couldn't resist taking a cake from Grace!

was Electric!

(b Deborah

Fitzpatrick

Bromley & Greenwich

in Sheds both helped on the day.
Both the mobile sheds are based every
Wednesday at Mycenae House.

What a fun atmosphere it was on the

day. Volunteers from the Restart Project,
the Essential Handyman, other shedders
from Men in Sheds, Women in Sheds as
well as individual volunteers gave up their
free time to help the local community fix
their items such as am heirloom lamp,
watches, phones, crockery and a retro
radio, which generated great interest.

The Repair Cafe and Women and Men

in Sheds are part of Mycenae Reach Out
Project to tackle social isolation.

The volunteers benefited from social

interaction, and felt that it was a great
opportunity to become involved in
activities that supported them too.

Egg-
cellent
Egg
hunt

Marilyn
Little & i

Volunteers become Mr (& Mrs) Fix-Its!

The Men in Sheds Project and its sister
Women in Sheds is an inspirational
community project set up to help men and
women over fifty become involved in
woodworking, and to gain new skills and
new friends.

Comments received from the Repair
Cafe include "Please advertise this project
in Catford and Lewisham too", "Excellent
Community Resources which helped me to
understand the problem with the radio and
how it could be upcycled", and "Fab for
the Shed and the Community."

We have already heard from those in the
community who would like the Repair
Cafe repeated. Watch Mycenae House on
social media for a repeat performance.

PHOTOS: Simon Nichols

nother very enjoyable Easter Egg Hunt

despite grey skies for most of the afternoon,
although we did see the sun for a few moments.
Numerous eggs were found and exchanged for

chocolate eggs.

whom had made amazing hats and baskets. Our
face-painter was kept busy, and the homemade
cakes were popular as was the Tombola. Many
thanks to the families from Westcombe Hill who

There were very many hunters, and some

set up and ran the event so successfully.

of

‘I’m sure there’s one
here somewhere . ..’

Any views expressed are not
necessarily those of either the
Westcombe Society, or the

Westcombe News.

From: Eimear Mallen Kirkside Road
Every year Oxleas NHS asks for nominations
for “Team of the Year” in each of its seven
directorates. Patients, carers, volunteers,
members, partner-organisations and members
of staff, are asked to nominate a team that
they consider has done outstandinglu good
work in the past year, and this process cul-
minates in an annual awards ceremony.

It’s a great idea, and it’s also a mark of
good governance for any orgamisation that
has a way of recognising quality and com-
mitment in its teams of workers.

Following the suggestion in last month’s
WN that Oxleas should recognise the valu-
able work done by community organisations
and charities that offer support in the field of
community health, wouldn’t it be a good
idea for Oxleas to have a special award
category for such groups each year?

Public recognition of the work being done
by such organisations as Greenwich CRUSE,
MIND, the Mental Health Activity Trust
and Mumsaid — there is a number of others
that also do good work — would mean a great
deal to the volunteers who work for them,
and the people that they serve.

Admittedly, this would be no substitute
for even a small financial grant from Oxleas
— though simply being nominated would
assist fundraising.

COCKAPOO
HANGOUT

The Dog Society GB present

THE COCKAPOO CANINE CAPERS HAN
SATURDAY 12TH MAY 2018 3
3PM /
GREENWICH PARK

Meeting at The Bandstand!
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LITTERBUG!

his litter was tipped (near a bin!) at the
junction of St John's Park and

Vanbrugh Park from a white SUV (reg. no.

E60XL). The vehicle then sped off.

This shameful episode is a reminder that
increased fines for ‘litter louts” have now
come into effect. Fines up to £150 per inci-
dent can be set by the Council and vehicle
owners can be fined even if it is a passen-
ger who does the littering.

Littering is a blight on our environment
and cleaning it up costs the Council
thousands of pounds — money which is
needed for other community services.

Hats off to the volunteers who regularly
pick litter from the heath and to those
civic-minded residents who pick up
discarded cans etc when they are out and
about doing everyday activities. They are
unsung heroes and heroines.

LOCAL NEWS

Dog fouling on pavements is another
shameful blight on our community and
there has been a noticeable rise recently.
This also carries a fine. It is very inconsid-
erate, and scooters, buggies and children
are particularly prone to its offensive (and
dangerous) consequences.

Do readers have any suggestions? Is it
time for spraying stencilled ‘Clean it up’
notices on our pavements?

250 years of Circus

f you listened to the BBC’s Woman’s

Hour on Easter Monday, you would have
heard that it came from Zippo’s Circus in
Blackheath. Those interviewed claimed
that circus acts were both an art form —
and also, for some people, even a form of
therapy, too, as they discovered skills they
did not know they had.

Celebrating the 250th anniversary of
circus entertainment, Zippo’s Circus this
year pays homage to Englishman and
impresario Philip Astley. Fittingly, the
man who invented circus in 1768 set up his
first circus not far from Blackheath.

JAMES'TREMOVALS
-com e

® Fully trained
uniformed staff

@ Full insurance

included in
ALL quotes

® Prompt free
estimates

® On-site
containerised
storage

® Discounts for
long-term storage

® Well-established
family business

® Pianos - our forte

Call

0800 0157775
forialfree survey.or visit
Jamesremoyals.com,
forequest al
quoiationionline:

The circus, which came to Blackheath
this Easter, showed the amazing horse acts
which thrilled people back in Georgian
times — acts that are now performed by
master equestrians The Khadikov Riders.

There was of course clowning fun —
from Totti and his wife Charlotte, the
brilliant comic acrobat Paulo Dos Santos,
and some might have wanted to close their
eyes as daredevil Pablo straddled a
dazzling space rocket; as well as Cuban
acrobats the Hermansito Troupe, who
showed off their springboard and Russian
Bar skills, and foot juggling from Romy.

Perhaps most daring of all was Alex
Michael, the fearless Brazilian aerialist
who swung and walked upside down 30
feet above the audience with no safety nets
or wires. It was all presented by ringmaster
Norman Barrett MBE, with his colourful
fun-loving budgies, always a big hit!

Paw note: Lion taming in circuses has
now been banned, even though the 2007
Radford Report, found no evidence that
“the welfare of animals kept in travelling
circuses is any better or worse than that
of animals that are kept in other captive
environments”. What do readers think?

Whoever

heard of a
Knitathon?

Deborah
Fitzpatrick

ycenae House held a knitathon on

Sth April. It was a great turnout with
our local community supporting us in knit-
ting flowers Like the Yorkshire Poppies
(Right) for Dementia Action Week. We
even have somebody knitting for us in Oz!

The Bexley Ukulele Group kindly
played for us at the event. The knitathon
was a chance for our community to get
together to join in with a knitting project
with Mycenae House, The Alzheimer's
Society and Rectory Court Care home.
The flowers will be 'yarnbombed' in a
secret location during Dementia Action
Week at the end of May 2018. We are still
asking for knitters to join and sit and knit
for us from home.
This project is part of Mycenae House

Reach Out project designed to tackle and
reduce social isolation.
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From
Lingerie to

lingering —
over a pint

Most of us have our
own favourite local
pub, whether it be the
Royal Standard, the British
Oak, the Vanbrugh, the
Sun in the Sands or The
Plume of Feathers.

Ever thought of looking further afield
from time to time? For those real ale and
cider-loving readers of the WN who have
yet to discover the delights of The River
Ale House it is time to pay 131 Woolwich
Road a visit.

Trevor Puddifoot, 65, decided to reopen
the former lingerie and hosiery business in
a rather different format last September
having already spent over 20 years at the
premises. Trevor, from Charlton, took
inspiration from the opening of The Long
Pond, the other Greenwich Borough
micropub, in Eltham in 2014.

With an ever-changing line-up of up to
ten real ales and ten ciders from
independent brewers and cidermakers

around the UK, along with a small wine
list and extensive gin list, drinkers can
avail themselves of artisan-made sausage
rolls and scotch eggs in an environment
free of loud music, sports TV and fruit
machines.

The pub has a very local flavour, is
dog-friendly, and is now a firm favourite of
many from the surrounding area and
beyond. A perfect place to go for a chat or
to delve into a newspaper or a laptop.

Exposed brickwork and furniture and
fittings made from scaffolding boards
complete the relaxed atmosphere and with
a highly competitive price list and Camra
discount available, drinkers can afford to
push the boat out just a little more.

Community groups win grants

Everyone had a good time, and ended up
dancing to the Ukelele Orchestra!

Flowers to be sent to Reach Out Project
at Mycenae House, 90 Mycenae Road,
Blackheath, SE3 7SE by 14th May.
Knitting pattern available on request.

he winning bidders in the very first

Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth
Fund were announced in late March, too
late for April’s issue of the WV.
Community groups across the borough
received grants to enhance their local area.

The money comes from the Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL), a scheme that
was introduced by Government allowing
councils to raise money from local
developments which is then used to deliver
infrastructure improvements.

The Greenwich Neighbourhood Growth
Fund can be spent on anything which
addresses the impact of development in an
area. The Council received 24 bids. A
total of 13 projects across the borough met
the criteria and will receive funding in this
first round. We are in Area 2.

The winners in Area 2:

* The Bridge East Greenwich community
group for new outdoor play equipment and
bench refurbishment at The Bridge

* St Alfege Church in Greenwich West for
a new access ramp;

* The Land Restoration Trust and the
Conservation Volunteers for their Getting
Close to Nature at Greenwich project;

* The Peninsula Koinonia Federation for

Living in London:
Five artists

explore the city
and its people.

ristiana Angelini, Irene Butcher,

Terry Scales, Graham Smith and
Peter Tingey are exhibiting their art in
West Greenwich Library, 145
Greenwich High Road, SE10 until
26th May. Terry Scales told the WIV:

“When the Library’s future was in

doubt, a number of local poets and
painters mounted a campaign to save
it. Fortunately, the Council saw sense,
and kept our Grade II listed building,
with its three superb cupolas.

the Christchurch School’s community
garden;

* Montessori Education for Autism for
equipment upgrades at the Blackheath/
Westcombe Autism support project;

* the Vanbrugh Community Association
for support for the Reach Out ‘Digital
Inclusion’ Project at Mycenae House.

The winners in Area 1:

* Greenwich Cooperative Development
Agency for its Woolwich Digital Inclusion
Programme;

* the Big Red Bus Club Charlton to
replace windows at Charlton under-fives
Play Centre;

* Greenwich & Lewisham Young People's
Theatre to develop and sustain Woolwich
community and carnival projects.

The next round is in the autumn.
Meanwhile, local amenity societies have
been meeting to review the process, for
example by making it more accessible for
'hard to reach groups', and hope to meet
local officers and councillors in order to
suggest ways in which it can be improved.
Any comments or suggestions from
readers would be very helpful in order to
ensure that these funds are made
available as widely as possible.

BILL WERMOUTY. CORN PoRJER

“And it’s not just a library! Each
year those of us around at the time
mount an exhibition of our work. I
enclose an image from the show — one
of a series I did of London dockers.”
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Blackheath’s 3%
Miss Marple

lice Castle grew up in Beaconsfield

Road and went to school at Invicta,
Sherington and then Haberdashers’ Aske’s
Hatcham Girls’ School. Alice has been
giving a talk on her successful series of
whodunits — at Dulwich Books on 18th
April as part of the Dulwich Festival
Artists’ Open House, and at the Greenwich
Centre library on 23rd April.

Her cozy crime murder mysteries, Death
in Dulwich and The Girl in the Gallery, are
set just around the south circular in SE21,
following Alice’s experience of living in
the area while her children were younger.

Her books have topped the best seller
charts in the UK, US, Canada, France,
Germany and Spain, as well as being
firmly in the top ten in Dulwich’s own
bookshops. Unfortunately the Blackheath
Bookshop is unable to stock the book as it
is part of Waterstones and doesn’t support
small publishers.

‘I realised that Dulwich, with its white
picket fences, village atmosphere and
expensive schools and houses, was quite

THE GIRL IN
THE GALLERY

similar to Agatha Christie’s St Mary Mead,
where Miss Marple does such a great job
of solving impossible crimes,’ says Alice,
who still lives in Blackheath, and hasn’t
ruled out setting future books in the
Westcombe area.

‘I wanted a small, closed setting for my
single mum amateur sleuth, Beth Haldane,
but also wanted to include challenging
contemporary themes as well as to all the
complexities and pressures that London
life generates.’

Alice is also giving a talk, signing and
selling books on 12th/13th and 19th/20th
May at Dulwich Books. Her next book in
the London Murder Mystery series is
Calamity in Camberwell, which will be
published on 13th August, followed by
Homicide in Herne Hill later this year.
The books, published by Crooked Cat
under her pen-name Alice Castle are
available from Village Books, Dulwich
Books, Herne Hill Books, Clapham Books
and The Bookseller Crow, as well as
Amazon.

THE ROYAL RECEPTION
m— -

Party Parly Parly
ON 19TH MAY 2018 AT PISTACHIOS
EAST GREENWICH PLEASAUNCE
CHEVENING RD - SE10 OLA

Party in the Park

CROWN MAKING
CREATIVE HAT COMPETITION
PIMMS & RUM PUNCH BAR
THREE COURSE MEAL
GUEST DJ ALL EVENING!

£25 Adult £10 Child
6pm — 12am
Tickets & Full Menu
Available Via Link
https://tr-backtoourroots.ticketlight.co.uk

For More Details Contact:
Lizzie 07939 080121 or

Tyron 07766 563006

BU.I

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com
Where reputation matters

CREATE

CONSTRUCTION
BE INSPIRED AND BUILD

Extensions and refurbishments
-

buildandcreate.co.uk
clinton@buildandcreate.co.uk

0796 1089012

L D &

LTD

0208 305 2184
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The Future of
Transport in
Greenwich

Edited extracts from the ATLAS |&=
Project report: Benefits and Use
Cases Prepared for: ATLAS

Project by Heather Yedigaroff

and Phil Williams Nov. 2017.

The report discusses the role in

the future of ‘Connected &
Autonomous Vehicles.” (CAVs)

reenwich plays host to around
135,000 work-related passenger
journeys each morning and evening.
62,000 of these daily commutes are
made by motor vehicles; the other 73,000
are made via public transport. Situated
close to strategic assets such as the
Blackwall Tunnel, the Borough also sees a
considerable number of journeys transiting
through on a daily basis. Over one billion
vehicle kilometers are travelled by motor
vehicles each year in the Borough.
Greenwich is also one of London’s
“Growth Boroughs” and is expecting the
current population of around 275,000 to
rise by a third by 2028.

As the population increases so will the
pressure on the Borough’s physical and
digital infrastructure. Understanding the
requirements for future service delivery is
essential if these services are to be
resilient, especially when bandwidth
requirements will vary dramatically at key
times of the day and throughout the year.

The role of CAVs
CAVs (Connected and Autonomous
Vehicles) will help people who are unable
to operate a vehicle: children, individuals
with visual impairments, many seniors and
others with health issues or disabilities.
This means that people of all ages will
be able to maintain a level of mobility,
irrespective of their ability to drive. The
following table shows current population
figures and projections for the Royal
Borough of Greenwich:

Are driverless buses like this the aswr
to our transport problems?

Age Band 2015 2030 Increase
(Years)  Population Population %
0-3 18,120 19,780 9.2%
4 -15 41,940, 50,750 21.0%
16 — 64 186,070 224,180 20.5%
65 — 84 24,840 36,260 45.9%
85+ 3,820 5,970 56.1%
All People 274,800 336,940 22.6%

As the table indicates, with increasing life
expectancies, the greatest percentage

increases are expected in the older age
cohorts, and is a UK-wide trend: health
issues may prevent older people from
driving or using public transport. A report
(2015) by the International Longevity
Foundation and Age-UK concluded that
many over 65s will find it difficult or very
difficult to travel to hospital or their GPs.

CAVs therefore hold the keys to a
door-to-door service that could connect
house-bound citizens with family, friends,
the health service and the local economy,
enabling a better quality of life, prolonging
the citizen’s independence and returning
dignity to the individual.

CAVs will affect transport use in four
key ways:
1. Microtransit: ‘Last mile / first mile’
passenger shuttles connecting users to high
capacity transport links. Significant con-
gestion is caused by motorists trying to
reach (and park near) main transport hubs.)
2. Logistics: the use of autonomous
vehicles for logistics and deliveries. The
report sees a role for local deliveries.
Ocado is already using driverless vehicles
for some deliveries.
3. Accessibility: the use of shuttles by
non-drivers and the mobility impaired.
4. Parking: CAVs coupled with shared
services will have a positive impact.

The vision for CAV usage in Greenwich
is not to replace or compete with mass
transit solutions such as tubes, trains and
buses, but to facilitate greater demand for
public transport through the provision of
first / last few mile connectivity. CAVs will
provide segments to journeys where there
is no public transport equivalent, or where
levels of demand do not support an
economically viable service.

In Greenwich, this will mean that on
demand CAVs will connect seamlessly
with Crossrail, Rail, DLR, Tube, riverboat
services and buses, providing transport to
onward local destinations ranging from
entertainment venues, retail areas, doctor’s
surgeries and hospitals.

« Family Law

« Litigation and
Employment Law

= Residential / Commercial
Conveyancing

» [ease Extensions

Beverley Morris & Co.

= Planning Law

» Collective Freehold
Purchases

Wills / Administration of
Estates

« Lasting Powers of Attorney

www.beverleymorris.co.uk

D20 8852 4433

enquiries@beverleymorris.co.uk

35 Montpelier Vale, Blackheath Village, London SE3 0T]

Ground floor offices. Adfacent to Montpe lier’s delicatessen

62 Lewisham High Street, London SE13 5]JH

Close to Lewisham DLR and train stations
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ARTS

GREENWICH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS
SOCIETY King William Court, University of
Greenwich 14th May UNDRESSING ANTIQUES
talk by Mark Hill. “The state of the antiques market
and the different meanings of the word value are con-
sidered, and we take a look at what current and future
generations of collectors are buying, why they are
buying it and how they are displaying it.”

Visitors welcome, please pay on the door

THE ARTS SOCIETY, BLACKHEATH

24th May 2.00pm St Mary's Church Hall, Cresswell
Pk. Peter Medhurst: PARODIES OF VICTORIAN
SOCIETY IN GILBERT AND SULLIVAN

2.00pm. with tea and coffee, and lectures at 2.30.
Visitors welcome, please pay on the door.

CHILDREN & FAMILY

GREENWICH THEATRE CROOMS HILL

May 27th. 2.00pm THE OWL AND THE PUSSY-
CAT Join Owly-cat and fellow family members,
Jumblie and Quangle Wangle Quee, in a story about
where, what and who our family really are. Inspired
by the nonsense world of Edward Lear. Age 3+

May 30th 2.00pm JOHN HEGLEY: ALL HAIL
THE SNAIL AND OTHER CREATURES

Join poet John Hegley as he takes us on a humorous
journey through his living library of poems, songs,
stories and animal drawings Age 5+

June 1st 2.00 & 6.00pm RUFUS LONGBOTTOM
AND THE SPACE RABBIT Filament’s new family
show uses song, music and a bit of magic to delight
and enchant audiences young and old alike. Age 5+
June 2nd - 3rd Sat 12pm & 3pm Sun 11am & 2pm
THE ELVES AND THE SHOEMAKER Classical
fairytale, featuring an original score of songs! Age 2+
SHERINGTON CHILDREN’S CENTRE, Tel. 0208
— 3053140 - 14, Sherington Road SE7 7JW

DAD’S STAY AND PLAY session every Wednesday,
1.00pm -2.30pm —free drop in Sherington Children’s
Centre, all home dads welcome Each 2nd Saturday of
the month — 10,00am -11.30am — free brunch/arts and
craft Contact Daniel.hall1985@hotmail.co.uk for
more details, www.selondondads.org.uk

HORNIMAN MUSEUM: Until October 28th:
Interactive exhibition explores the science of colour
through hands-on exhibits and exciting activities. Explore
the fascinating ways it is used in nature, art and culture
around the world. Why does a red toadstool have white
spots?Why does a tiger have black stripes? Come and find
out!  www.horniman.ac.uk

SPOKEN WORD

BLACHEATH HALLS at the Old Bakehouse
Theatre Fri. 25th May 8.00pm Empire in Retreat:
VICTOR BULMER-THOMAS talks on his book
A respected international authority Victor Bulmer-
Thomas offers a grand survey of the United States as
an empire. His book offers three definitions of empire
- territorial, informal, and institutional - and explains
the nation’s past and forecast a future in an every-
changing world. Book tickets (£10) on 020 8463 0100
INDUSTRIAL HISTORY SOCIETY

22nd May Dave Perrett. Made in Greenwich and
Lewisham at The Old Bakehouse, Age Exchange,
Bennet Park.7.30 pm

BLACKHEATH SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY

May 18th. 7.45 pm May 18th DISCOVERING
EARTHLIKE PLANETS - Dr Guillem Anglada,
Queen Mary College. Visitors welcome, donations £3
IN-WORDS

Tues. May 22nd 7.00 for 7.30 at West Greenwich
Library Cinnamon Press returns to Greenwich with
a crop of four diverse poets reading from their latest
collections: Frank Dullaghan, Neil Elder, Daphne
Gloag and Robin Thomas. FREE.
www.in-words.co.uk for more information.
CHARLTON & BLACKHEATH AMATEUR
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY Charlton House,
Mon. May 21st 7.30pm Dr Benz Kotzen on THE
ROOF GARDEN AT GREENWICH UNIVERSI-
TY All welcome cabahs.wordpress.com/calendar

§  WHATS ON

THE WESTCOMBE SOCIETY

Friday. May 11th AGM

Sat June 30th Summer Picnic

Fri 28th September - MacMillan Coffee
Morning

Sat.ing10th Nov. Quiz 7.30-10.30pm
Sat 17th Nov. Christmas Bazaar

‘We need more volunteers to help
out at community events. Please ring
Joanne on 07709 571777

COMMUNITY

ST GEORGE’S GLENLUCE ROAD

Apart from normal services: Weds. 12.30 p.m.
Soup Lunch Wed. 16th May 7.30 Spiritual Film
Night: How Green was my Valley

BLACKHEATH & GREENWICH WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE Meets first Wednesday of every month,
doors open at 7.00pm for 7.30pm at Sunfields
Methodist Church on Old Dover Road
BLACKHEATH BRIDGE CLUB duplicate sessions
in Mycenae House Mon & Thurs 7.15pm and on Wed
at 1.15pm. Lessons on Tuesdays. Tel Ron 8319 1312
CHARLTON HOUSE www.charltonhouse

0208 -856 -3001 Mulberry Tea Rooms

Jacobean Entrance Hall Mon-Fri 9am- 4pm
Lunchtime concert every Friday 1.00pm — 2.00pm
SUNDAYS AT SUNFIELDS at Sunfields Methodist
Church 95 Old Dover Road, Blackheath SE3 8SJ
1.00 - 4.00 pm ALL older people and their carers are
welcome to join us for lunch and lighthearted
activities. Carers are also invited. Please do just
come along — there is no need to book. FREE

THEATRE

MYCENAE HOUSE

Friday May 18th. WHEN THE CHIPS ARE
DOWN by Andrew Ogleby Everyday folk stand up
to a property developer wanting to turn their beloved
Chip Shop into posh apartments. Tickets £8.00
CHURCHILL THEATRE BROMLEY 3285 6000
Tues 1st - Sat 5th May BIRDSONG based on
Sebastian Faulks’ novel

Tues 12th - Sat 19th May CATS

THE GREENWICH THEATRE, Crooms Hill,
London SE10 8ES Box Office: 8858 7755

May 3rd - 4th THE GUT GIRLS about five women
at the turn of the 20th Century, working in the gutting
sheds of Deptford’s Foreign Cattle Market.

May 5th BALLISTIC A darkly comic thriller ask-
ing vital questions about the violent events increas-
ingly defining our 21st century narratives.

3 May - 4 May THE GUT GIRLS tells the tale of 5
women at the turn of the 20th Century, working in the
gutting sheds of Deptford’s Foreign Cattle Market.
May 6th 7.30 pm TOM AND BUNNY SAVE THE
WORLD Comedy Musical + Fantasy £16 | £13.50
8th - 12th May SECRET LIFE OF HUMANS
Inspired by Yuval Harari’s international bestseller,
Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind.

15th - 25th May A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S
DREAM by William Shakespeare On a Midsummer’s
night, four young lovers find themselves in an
enchanted forest where sprites lurk and fairies rule.
May 24th. THE BOB DYLAN EXPERIENCE
THE one person who probably won’t mind us cele-
brating Bob Dylan’s 75 birthday on the occasion of
his 77th birthday is Mr Dylan himself...

May 28t -29th THE ICONOCLASTS An exuberant
family fagade is about to crack. Music, magic, poetry,
drag and comedy meet seeks redemption.

31st May TWO A gritty yet heart-warming look at
northern life filled with pathos and humourt.

THE ALEXANDRA PLAYERS

Wed 30th May to Sat 2nd June 8.00pm nightly

A MURDER IS ANNOUNCED by Agatha Christie
at the Alexandra Hall, Bramshot Avenue, SE7

Tickets £9 (Conc. £8) 07867 627 987

AGE EXCHANGE

)A

heritage of late Roman Britain.

Refreshments provided. Free and open to the public.

WESTCOMBE PARK

Constantine

the Great and
Christianity in
Roman Britain

A program by Dr Sam Moorhead
FSA (British Museum)

In AD 306, Constantine was acclaimed Roman emperor at York, a turning
point in world history. This lecture will outline Constantine’s rise to power
and his adoption of the Christian faith, culminating in the Battle of the
Milvian Bridge in AD 312. After the Edict of Milan in 313, which ended the
persecutions, we witness the growth of Christianity in the Roman Empire
and in Britain. The British Museum has the best collection of fourth century
Christian objects north of the Alps. Using such treasures and a range of
other archaeological evidence, this lecture will outline the rich Christian

Sam and his family are members of St George's Church. Come and learn!
Tuesday, 8" of May - 7:30 pm

STGEORGE’S

Glenluce Road, Blackheath SE3 7SD
www.stgeorgeswestcombepark.org.uk
Revd Tim Yeager, Team Vicar 07804 614245 rtyeager@gmail.com

11 Blackheath Village SE3 9LA

Book sale in the Old Bakehouse

Sat 12th May. 10.00 am - 4.00pm Art & Craft Sale, and

Fri 25th May 12 noon Free lunchtime concert

BLACKHEATH HALLS

23, Lee Road SE3 9RQ Box Office 020 8463 0100
www.trinitylaban.ac.uk

The Halls will be closed from April to October
2018 for renovation worls. Friends events will
continue throughout this period at various venues:
WED 09 MAY 19:30h in the PEACOCK ROOM,
KING CHARLES COURT Royal Opera House
singers perform Wolf Songs from Italienisches
Liederbuch, Wagner Wesendonck Lieder and
Butterworth Bredon Hill and other songs

SUN 20 MAY 18:30h DEPTFORD GREEN SEC.
SCHOOL Blackheath Halls Orchestra: Opera
Greats inc. Puccini, Mozart & Wagner performed
by our very own community orchestra with
award-winning soprano Raphaela Papadakis

£12 | £10 concs | £6 under 12s

MEANTIME JAZZ continue rehearsing at
MANOR HOUSE LIBRARY 34 Old Road SE13
5SY. Our friendly jazz orchestra perform at 7.00
pm on Mondays: 7th, 14th, 21st 28th May and
June 11th, 18th & 25th.

THURSDAYS AT ST ALFEGE’s

Free concerts by Trinity Laban students at 1.05pm
every Thursday in May.

OLD ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE CHAPEL

Free concerts at 1.0Spm: Fri 11th May, Tues 15th
May, Tues 12th June, Fri 29th June

TROJAN PRESS

Printing in Blackheath
since 1978

FROM YOUR IDEAS OR ARTWORK
WE CAN PRINT AT A
REASONABLE COST:

> BUSINESS CARDS
> INVOICES - LETTERHEADS
> BOOKS - BROCHURES
> FORMS - INVITES

1a Lizban St
Blackheath, London SE3 8SS

Tel: 020 8853 2268

Email: dave@trojanpress.co.uk
www.trojanpress.com

AN NT FOR FAMILIES RAISING
OR HALSTOW, MILLENNIUM.
D ST, MARY AGDALENEE OF E.

INCLUDING MUSIC, DRINKS AND BE
IN WITH A CHANCE TO WIN SOME
FANTASTIC PRIZES.

SATURDAY MAY 19TH 2018
MIDDAY KICK-OFF

At The Valley, home of Charlton
Athletic Football Club.

Boulangerie Jade is now in your
neighbourhood.

Come in & enjoy our traditional
French bakery offering lovely
Breakfast and Brunch.

We also have amazing cakes
for all occasions.

Come and visit us at 48 Vanbrugh
Park from 8.00am to 6.00pm &
9.00am to 5.00pm on Sunday.

R.G. Austin

(Established 1963
Heating Engineers,
Property Maintenance,

GAS
SAFE

Electrics, Painting,
k“fw;r‘ Decorating, Plumbing,
Central Heating,
Shower and Bathroom Specialists
2A Hassendean Rd, Blackheath SE3 8TS

Telephone: 0208 858 7359
rgaustinltd@gmail.com

LOCAL DRESSMAKER

Bespoke garments for Weddings,
Proms & Special Occasions.

Repairs and Alterations School
trousers/Blazers sleeves shortened.

Hems taken up, Jeans taken in.

Dresses re-shaped
and jackets re-lined.

Over 25 Years experience.

Call: 07904 880 448

—— Saab Specialist

Tyres & Exhaust
Fitting Service

Telk 0728 GOS0

WHRISTWORTF FAZATING & PLUNSING

il wisimerin@nsimel. e,k

Check Out Our '/ Website: wristworthheating.weebly.com

Air Conditioning

J K Auto Services

All makes of vehicles serviced

Re-gas & Servicing Facilities

Industrial Estaie,

Charlton SE7 8NF

REGISTER

Unit 52, New Tydenburg
New Lydenburg Streee,

Tel: 020 8293 1511

Learning is fun

St Olave’s is a Prep School in
New Eltham for boys and girls
aged 3-11 years

M Broad, child-centred curriculum

B Excellent results in the |1+
selection

B Clubs, outings and residential
trips

B Excellent pastoral care

phonist Derek Nash. £10.
Fri 18th May 7pm -
Andrew G. Ogleby's play. £8.
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MYCENAE HOUSE LIVE EVENTS: MAY

MYCENAE HOUSE, Mycenae Road SE3
Sat 5th May 1-5pm - Total SILC Workshop. Learn a ground-breaking new dance syllabus dedicated to
a vast & eclectic range of slow-tempo, contemporary music. £30
Fri 11th May 8pm - JazzNights. Candlit Live Jazz music event hosted by Dave Silk featuring saxo-
'"When The Chips Are Down' - a play. Global Fusion Music & Arts present

Thurs 24th May 4pm - Bach To Baby. Classical Concert for families. £10.
Fri 25th May 7.15pm - Lily Neill. Solo concert by internationally renowned harpist. £14.

For further information about all Mycenae House events visit www.mycenaehouse.co.uk

B Small classes
B Specialist staff for PE, IT, Music,
French and Drama

B Sibling fee reduction
B Before and after school care

Tel: 020 8294 8930
www.stolaves.org.uk

Prep School




The saga of Royal
Hill Community

WN
Gardens Reporter

As it enters its second year, the widely-
praised Royal Hill Community
Garden (RHCG) in Greenwich, once a
derelict police car park, has become a
factor in the upcoming Greenwich Council
leadership elections, friends of the Garden
have revealed:

‘It’s true,” confirms co-founder and

local resident Jonathan Mantle, ‘we have it '

on good authority that this little piece of
green space created by the community for
the community, has polarised more opinion
within the Council than developments many
hundreds of time bigger in the Borough.’

With a previous high density scheme by
architect Paul Russell thrown out, the latest
proposal by Greenwich Council envisages
a care home for adults with learning
difficulties, and has led to an architectural
competition between five architects.

However, there are problems: the site
lies on an overground railway line that ran
through a deep open cutting. The cutting
remained open after the line closed around
1920, and was only filled in with loose
infill from bombed houses after WW 2.

Friends of the Garden applaud the idea
in principle, but point out the extreme
instability of the ground, which is part of
the longer footprint of the railway that
includes the allotments in Prior Street. For
this reason, very little of the railway foot-
print has ever been built on. Development
of the site would be very expensive, and a
danger to nearby buildings.

A copy of the competition brief to
architects obtained by RHCG furthermore
suggests that little green space would
remain, and no Community Garden would
survive of the kind that exists today.

Meanwhile, as spring finally arrives,
hundreds of people of all ages and back
grounds continue to enjoy the garden,

ony Othen

Spring time in the garden:

all done by volunteers
particularly at weekends. Children play in
the willow teepees, people with learning
difficulties plant and tend flower beds,
tourists from around the world enjoy a
haven of peace and calm. The Garden has
become a regular Tuesday night fixture for
the Greenwich Good Gym running group.

The local scout troop builds and plants

vegetable planters and helps out generally
on a regular basis, which gains them badge
credits for community involvement. As
Scout Mistress Lucy Hickey points out:
"You can’t do this in Greenwich Park.’

The Royal Hill Community Garden has
featured extensively on television and in
the national and local press, as well as
social media. Thousands of people follow
it on Facebook and Twitter, and the Garden
has recently been twinned with the New
York City Community Gardens Coalition.

So where does this leave Greenwich
borough councillors looking for short-term
votes? “We know some councillors running
for the leadership elections are in favour of
keeping the Garden, and some are against,’
confirms co-founder and local resident
Tony Othen, ‘but for all of them, public
opinion matters. So, who knows?
Whatever happens, no building, if any, will
begin until 2019. So we will see the
summer and autumn in, and please, please,
use the Garden now — while you can!’

The Secret Life of Humans

One of the few recent books that every-
one should read is Yuval Noah
Harari’s Homo Sapiens: A Brief History of
Humankind. For him, history began around
70,000 years ago, when our species of the
genus Homo overcame the other species,
such as the Neanderthal, and began to
dominate the world.

This was when we developed speech,
which in turn enabled us to form and
organise larger social groups: from
community to clan, to tribe, to nation state,
and even to empire.

Hariri’s book was the inspiration for
David Byrne’s play Secret Life of
Humans. Byrne imagines how in 1949,
Dr Jacob Bronowski, renowned scientist
and broadcaster who made in the 70s a

great TV series The Ascent of Man,
installs a secret room in his house.

Fifty years later his grandson discovers
his secrets, unearthing echoes from across
six million years of human history, told
from the perspective of the Twentieth
Century, a century in which every year is a
revolutionary year . . .

First staged at the Edinburgh Festival,
the show received enthusiastic reviews.
The Stage magazine described in as “bold,
beautiful and utterly absorbing”; for
The Guardian it was “ambitious, intelligent
and moving.”

The director of Greenwich Theatre,
James Haddrell, is bringing it here from
May 8th - 12th, before taking it on for a
four week run in New York. Go see it!

- EST. 1984

High quality bespoke fitted and
freestanding furniture
made to your requirements.
Repair and restoration work
also undertaken.

E-mail: johndann93@gmail.com
Website: johndannfurniture.co.uk
Tel.0208 852 3047 or 07837 859763

JOHN DANN FURNITUREMAKER

. How to be

00
iy

A UN report features international happiness scores averaged
over the years 2014-2016: the UK came 19th — behind Costa Rica
and Israel. Top of the list is Finland followed by Norway,
Denmark & Iceland. Maybe these tips might improve our score!

he Author of Happiness - your route
map to inner joy, Andy Cope, gives
some great tips. They are fun and unique,
but with serious science behind them (he is
the UK''s first Doctor of Happiness with a
PhD in positive psychology).Read some of
his tips below; you can read more about
Andy and his co-author Shonette here:
http://www.artofbrilliance.co.uk/training/
our-team/andy-cope.

The book contains a mind-boggling host
of tips, and here is a selection of them. To
find out more, read the book!

1+ Calculate your happiness

According to the esteemed researchers at

the University of London's Institute of

Education, here are some monetary values

of happiness: [Ed: They sure about this?]

* Seeing friends and relatives is equivalent
to a pay rise of £64k per annum

* Having nice neighbours is worth £37k pa

* Excellent health is estimated to be worth
£300k per annum to you

That means that you would be already

halfway to being a millionaire already!

Who says there is no connection between

money and happiness? [Ed: Fake figures?]

i Sleep on it

A University of Warwick study found that
improving your sleep quality leads to
levels of mental and physical health
comparable to those of somebody who's
won a jackpot of around £200,000.

[Ed: I'd settle for a few sleepless nights
for £200,000]

<, Stop, look and listen

Slow down a teensie bit and notice the
‘beautiful ordinary' - the sunrise, raindrops,
dewy cobwebs, misty mornings, smiling
children, stars.... happiness is available, on
tap, once you learn that's it's right here,
right now.

!’ Be a hugger

The average hug lasts 2.1 seconds but for
the love to transfer, a hug needs to last 7
seconds or longer — but be warned,
counting out loud spoils the effect!

:t ‘Vuja De'

Everyone knows and understands déja vu,
that feeling of familiarity, an experience
that has happened to you before. Very few

know the opposite, ‘vuja de' — seeing a
familiar situation through new eyes: but up
grade the view from rose-tinted to ‘grati-
tude-tinted' specs. That means reminding
yourself of what to be thankful for . . .

< Enjoy your plot twists

You are the author of your life's story. So
when something doesn't go according to
plan it's not a nightmare, crisis, challenge
or problem, it's merely a plot twist. Plot
twists are inevitable. They're there to make
things more interesting. Notice your plot
twists and shout them out. WooHoo! They
exist because you're alive.

1% Celebrate stuff that didn't happen
Notice the many things that could have
gone badly but didn't. Have a go, it's
fabulous fun. Bad things that didn’t happen
are always good for a laugh.

2 Cut your social media by 50%

One true flesh and blood friend will bring
you more happiness than 1000 Facebook
ones. Cut your use of social media and
spend time with real family and friends
instead.

= Get snuggly

Brits like to moan about our weather.
That’s why we like to holiday in the sun
somewhere. The UK is languishing at 17th
in the international league table of happi-
ness: while the top 5 - Sweden, Denmark,
Finland, Canada & Switzerland - have all
got weather that's worse than ours. The
secret to happiness seems to be in embrac-
ing the snuggles. Here's a couple of new
words for you; we think you'll notice a
theme:

Mpysa. [Sweden] To be engaged in a pleas-
ant or comfortable activity; to be content
or comfortable; to get cosy; to snuggle up.
Hygge. [Denmark] Enjoying life's simple
pleasures. Coziness. Snuggliness.

The above are more than words, they're
philosophies. Mysa, Hygge: learn from the
happy Scandis. Snuggle into the snuggly
moments.

L% Be kind

Because the science of positive psychology
tells us what we already knew, that the
quickest way to make yourself feel good is
to do a good deed for someone else.

Readers’ Forum: it
What makes you happy?

Is there a recipe — or at least,

do you have strategies for feeling
happier that you would like to
share with our readers?

Please send them in to the editor.
Who knows, it might make you
happier!

London SE3 7EX

Grant Saw Wealth Management Limited

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL and
CORPORATE FINANCIAL ADVISERS
Investments - Pensions - Estate Planning

2 Charlton Road. Blackheath Standard
(T) 020 3417 9760

email: enquiries@gswealth.co.uk
website: www.gswealth.co.uk.

HELPING YOU PLAN YOUR FUTURE
Grant Saw Wealth Management Ltd. is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Complete renovation to Decoration

Susan Clark Interiors

Construction, Project Management
Interior Design, Kitchens &
Bathrooms
Bespoke Curtains & Blinds, Joinery
Upholstery, Furniture, Gifts, Cards

Tel. 0208 305 2299
www.susanclarkinteriors.com
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ocal people from both sides of the
Thames joined forces on Saturday to
re-ignite the campaign against the plans for
London City Cruise Port.

In 2015, Greenwich Council finally
approved plans which will see cruise ships
permanently running their diesel engines
whilst docked at Enderby Wharf.

Just one ship emits the same amount of
toxic diesel fumes as 688 lorries.

There are signs that developers have got
cold feet amidst delays, making it all the
more vital to increase pressure on the
people behind the unpopular project.

Residents have been campaigning
against the plans over the past three years
with the support of local MP Matthew
Pennycook. Their key objection is that the
ships will have free rein to burn 700 litres
of unfiltered diesel fuel an hour in an area
that already exceeds legal pollution limits.

There are 12 schools within half a mile
of the proposed site and thousands of
homes including new riverside apartments.
Campaigners say that the pollution prob-
lem could be solved if ships plugged in to
a clean onshore power supply, as cruise
ships can in other major cities including
Los Angeles, New York and Amsterdam.

Greenwich council maintains installing
shore side power would be too complex
and expensive, although it estimates the
terminal could bring in £25 million per
year.

Campaigners have calculated the cost
of the required infrastructure to be around
£6 million, which they argue is a small
price to pay for peoples’ health.

Moreover, under UK law an alternative
to burning diesel fuel in port will have to
be found by 2025, making the port in its
current form unusable.

The terminal — which is expected to host
55 ship visits per year — will be paid for by
the construction of 477 new homes, but as
Ralph Hardwick, local campaigner, says:
“Who would want to live in a flat right by
a cruise port with ships belching out toxic
fumes?”

The land, owned by Morgan Stanley, is
currently being marketed for £50 million
by JLL. As reported in last month’s WN,

TOXIC CRUISE
T FOR LONDON

Barratt London, the main eveloper for the

housing, is not involved in the crucial
second phase of development. Even so,
Daniel Hayes, Chair of East Greenwich
Residents’ Association, EGRA, says:

“Although the future of the cruise port
is looking more precarious, the danger is
still there. It doesn’t mean the end of the
fight. The support we have had so far
shows that passions are still running high
against the terminal.”

Over the next few months campaigners
will run events highlighting the cruise port
issues. They continue their dialogue with
the Mayor’s and Michael Gove’s offices
and will ask to meet the Greenwich
Council leadership after the local elections.

A petition against the terminal which
they are asking supporters to sign, has
already reached over 4,500 signatures
Contact: Laura Eyres 07985 487765
www.notoxiccruiseship.london /@,
notoxicport www.egra.london
* Matthew Pennycook, MP secured confir-
mation from DEFRA in a Parliamentary
Question that: Transposition of Directive
2014/94/EU on alternative fuels infrastruc-
ture, the Alternative Fuels Infrastructure
Regulations 2017 came into force on 9
October 2017. These Regulations implement
the requirements of Directive (2014/94/EU)
of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 22 October 2014 establishing a
common framework of measures for the
deployment of alternative fuels infrastruc-
ture

A & A LANDSCAPES

Landscape Specialists

Free advice & Qualified

estimates horticulturalist

All aspects of soft & hard landscaping
work carried out including
* Maintenance *Site clearance
* Turfing * Tree surgery
* Fencing * Patios
* Brickwork

Tel. 020 8318 2530

SPECTRUM

Painters & Decorators
Interior/Exterior

No job too Small
Clean and Reliable

Free Estimates
30 Years Experience

020 8853 2759 or 0795 0815412

4 N

Planning applications can be
viewed in the library, or at the
Woolwich Library on the lower
ground floor of the Woolwich
Centre, 35 Wellington St. They
may also be viewed on www. green-
wich.gov.uk/planning

Police flats:
arrested
development

reenwich police station is to
be demolished; it is an ugly
building, and few will regret its
passing on aesthetic grounds —
though no one (except villains)

likes to lose a cop shop. —

w

=~ PHOTO: Neville Grant

However, the WN has learnt that the police owned fifteen three-bedroom flats behind
it, also to be demolished. These flats have stood empty for the last eleven years.

“This is quite shocking,” said local resident Tony Othen. “Those flats could have
housed fifteen families. Not only that — the lights were on in them every night!”

The WN finds this very shocking, too, indeed, scandalous. The council has said that
the flats were police property, and the council had no jurisdiction over them.

But wouldn’t it have been possible to carry out a compulsory purchase order?

Slow progress on the foot tunnels

he Greenwich and Woolwich tunnels

are an important part of the transport
network; over 3,000 people pass through
them daily, and the traffic is growing.
Users are roughly split evenly between
cyclists and walkers and for both they are
practically the only fixed river crossings
east of Tower Bridge. (That is, unless you
choose to be asphyxiated by fumes in the
Rotherhithe Tunnel.)

This was the background to the fourth
AGM of the Friends of Greenwich and
Woolwich Tunnels (FOGWOFT)
last month. The inaugural meeting
of FOGWOFT in 2013 was held to
persuade Greenwich Council to finish a
botched but well-meant refurbishment,
including new lifts and lights.

FOGWOFT’s online survey to assess
attitudes to the vexed question of cyclists
racing through both narrow tunnels showed
that the majority of nearly 300 respondents
were in favour of allowing permission for
considerate cycling (almost 60% over 24
hours plus 9% during the night only). The
problem is how to police “considerate
use”. To deal with this problem, the
Council launched a hi-tech sign system
that allowed cycling when traffic was low
and banned it when high.

This system was tried out in early 2016.
It was bedevilled by teething problems and
by confusion among all users. Worse still,
the outdated byelaw (of 1915 vintage) con-
trolling cycling with a 20 shilling fine

IAN
BLORE

CARE COLLECTION

Short-term Care*

At Leah Lodge and Rectory Court
Care Homes in Blackheath, London

Ranging from a 2-week minimum stay - up to 6 weeks,
our beautiful en-suite rooms, 24-hour care and safe
and warm environments give total piece of mind.

For more information call our friendly teams at:

subject to a care assessment to ensure individual care needs can be met.

(remember those?) remained in force.

FOGWOFT asked for the technical trial
to be suspended until a new byelaw was
drafted and processed. This is the current
situation. However, processing the new
byelaw, fixing fines up to £200, is very
very slow. It is stuck with the lawyers of
three councils (Greenwich, Tower Hamlets
and Newham) and will still need to be
agreed by the Secretary of State after a
public consultation.

In the meantime FOGWOFT continue to
back a future trial of the system. We
have even drafted terms of reference
to evaluate a trial, to which the
Council has agreed. In the meantime the
old ban on any cycling continues and we
hope the old signs  indicating such may
be refreshed.

More immediately there have been
serious problems with the Greenwich
tunnel lifts and with lighting and electricity
supply. These have shown that the tunnels
are still bedevilled by the poor project
management of the last refurbishment, a
failure highlighted by the Wilmoth Report
(commissioned by Greenwich Council in
2012).

FOGWOFT has asked for a new
scrutiny of the ongoing management of
tunnel assets. All present at the recent
AGM felt that serious problems persist and
we need a thorough review. Our important
and almost unique tunnels deserve no less.
Visit: www.fogwoft.com/events
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Please send ads for the Market Place with pay-
ment by the 10th day of the preceding month to:
Marilyn Little, 163, Westcombe Hill, SE3 7DP
8853 1312 Advertising@westcombesociety.org

ET PLACE

ALL classified adverts 30p per word. Please make cheques
payable to The Westcombe Society

ACCOMMODATION

GOOD RELIABLE HOST FAMILIES wanted for for-
eign students. For more info. please contact Lynne
on 01732 822649 or email sesgreenwich@aol.com

ROOMS FOR HIRE

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE .
Blackheath area, up to 150 people, Bar, disabled
access. Tel 07940 296290

TO LET: Royal Hill, SE10 Office in The Greenwich
Gallery building. Cd be an office time-share? 362
sq ft, friendly atmosphere, brilliant transport links.

Contact tonyothen@gmail.com. 07956 456647

GARDENING

GARDEN MAINTENANCE: mowing, weeding, prun-
ing, planting, hedging, containers, fencing, commu-
nal garden contracts, gardening tuition, RHS quali-
fied. Call John and Rachel 07746 121510

GRASS CUTTING, hedges, tree work. 020
83097910.

HOLIDAYS
WHITSTABLE WEEKENDS / WEEKS Sea wall house

between Oyster Warehouse and Harbour. Sleeps 5.
Fantastic views. 8858 6578 or 013 04 367443

PERSONAL CARE & THERAPY

DEEP EMPATHIC COUNSELLING

Offered by 2 experienced BACP accredited lady
counsellors. Please call:020 8858 5969 or
email:bhhs@selondon.co.uk

BABYSITTER: GCSE STUDENT

Weekends & school holidays, references available
£5.00 pr hr. Email: ibabysit. SE3@gmail.com
Bookings: 07946 530053

ARE YOU A DOG LOVER living locally, with spare
time? I'm looking for someone to look after my 2
year old Border Terrier - Bonzo - for occasional half
days and overnight. He is housetrained, very calm
and friendly. Timing by arrangement. Payment by the
hour or day. Interested? Ring 07738530301

SERVICES & TRADE

TOM ELLIS BESPOKE CARPENTRY

Alcove bookcases, cabinets, wardrobes and window
seats. M. 07510 869 947

S.S.D PLUMBING AND HEATING Friendly local
plumber available for free estimates and advice. All
works undertaken, no job too small, from boilers to
bathroom suites, all works viewed within 24 hours, fully
insured and new work guaranteed. Call today on 07931
536533 or 8305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com

Gartel Design
&
Construction Ltd.

Est.1975

Extensions/Orangeries
Brickwork/Block Paving
Driveways & Patios
Roof Works/Painting & Decorating
www.gartel.co.uk 0208 858 5123

MARK CHEESEMAN, LOCAL CARPENTER AND
JOINER WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.
All Aspects Of Carpentry and Construction Executed
Considerately and to a High Standard. Both
Traditional and Contemporary Design Joinery -
Cupboards, Wardrobes, Floating Shelves Etc. Sash
Window Overhaul. If you have Rotten Window Sills,
Door Frames Etc. rather than replace them iith the
associated upheaval and expense, why not have a
Timber/Resin Repair? Please Call Mark on

07767 456131 or H: 020 8854 4028.
UPHOLSTERER SPECIALISING IN TRADITIONAL
UPHOLSTERY Www.suemayesupholstery.

net or phone 07932 040298

S.S.D DAMP PROOFING SPECIALISTS in the treat-
ment of RISING & PENETRATING damp. Repair/
renewal of rotten structural timbers as a result of damp.
Chemical injection and render using tried and tested
systems. Specialists in providing horizontal and vertical
barriers against damp/ water ingress. Please contact us
for a free consultation and written estimate.

Mob: 07931 536 533 Land: 020 8305 1039
PUBBLE PLASTERING Need a plasterer with
excellent references? Work is of high standard.
Qualified C&G. Plastering-Rendering-
Plasterboarding - Repairs. Free quotes!

Call Alex on 07547 468459 / 0203 092 0684
pubbleplastering@googlemail.com

MALCOLM TIERNEY, CARPENTER

Specialist in refurbishment, repair and replacement

of sash windows. 0777 5657371

LOCAL CARPET/OVEN CLEANER Specialist in
cleaning Carpets & Ovens, Upholstery & rugs.
Competitive rates. Email: adam@carpetcrew.co.uk
M: 07828503132 http://www.carpetcrew.co.uk
DECORATING, ELECTRICS Plumbing and Property
Maintenance. Est, 25 years. References available.
Phil McNamara 8857 5480, mobile 07814 360862
A MAN AND A VAN Tel: 020 8858 3889

Mobile: 07885 917842

REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS: School trousers, Blazer
sleeves,shorter, Hems, Darts in dresses, and Jackets
relined etc. Call 07904 880 448

HANDYMAN. Small works, furniture assembly, brick-
work, plastering, hard landscaping, fencing, paving,
small carpentry work, deliveries and light removals.
Call Chris Pepper: 07944680269

GREENWICH LONDON BLINDS your local made to
measure blinds and curtains company - Professional,
Reliable and Independent. Free quotes and friendly
advice. Please call Neil - 07795 087267 or email
hello@greenwichlondonblinds.com

WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING
Blackheath-window-cleaner.co.uk 07791 465052

T.TA ELECTRICS.

NICEIC Approved Contractor, Quality Tradesman. All
electrical work undertaken, Fully Insured &
Guaranteed. 24HR EMERGENCY ELECTRICAL.
Please call Tony on 07961 509 40 OR 020 8488
7425 OR info@ttaelectrics.co.uk

INTERIOR DECORATOR & CARPENTER with over 20
years experience. A member of the guild of master-
craftsman. Free quotes & friendly advice on all you
decorating requirements. Local references avail-
able.Tel. Ashley Greaves 8858 2981

ELECTRICIAN / ALARM ENGINEER

No job too small TMIET registered. Call 07879 011792
TRAINED CHIMNEY SWEEP & STOVE INSTALLER
Fast, friendly Happy to work! Call Anthony on 07772
649577 or email: chimneymaintenance @gmail.com

AIR CONDITIONING & ELECTRICAL WORK

Fully qualified engineers CSCS Tel: 07419 312547
PEST CONTROL SERVICES All types of pests dealt
with including fox control. Call John 0208 300 3496
SUNSHINE WINDOW CLEANING For a no-
obligation quote call Martin on 07821403577

16,29 Seater Minicoaches
Premium 12, 24 & 36 seater Minicoaches with WC & faculties

T 0208850 2011

Eltham Executive Charter Ltd
Quality Mini Coach Specialist

E enquiries@eec-minicoaches.co.uk W www.eec-minicoaches.co.uk
1 Bromley Lane, Chislehurst, Kent BRT 6LH

HOMEWORKS All-round handyman for
those DIY’s you have no time for! General
repairs. Painting & Decorating. General
Carpentry and flooring. Flat-pack assembly.
Patio and deck cleaning. No job too small.
Contact Matthew Barron 07903 388658
PHONE/BROADBAND SOCKETS.
Improved Broadband speed plates, Fault
Finding Repairs, New Extensions, Tidying
| of cables. 25 yrs BT, Insured. 07845
705900

WESTCOMBE CLEANERS I'm a friendly,
hard- working & organised domestic
cleaner. Regular or single services.
Competitive rates. Additional tasks. | love
my clients to be happy. Phone 07746
291617

JEWELLERY AND WATCH REPAIRS AND
VALUATIONS from Michele Franklin. British
Jewellers Association accreditation 07809 502 714
Michele @personaljewellerylondon.co.uk

S.S.D BUILDERS LTD.

Long established Building and Roofing Company
available for free estimates & advice. ALL works
undertaken, from guttering to Refurbishments. All
works viewed within 24 hours, fully insured & new
work is guaranteed. Call us today on 07931 536533
or 0208 305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com

C.S. CARPENTRY-JOINERY

Decorating and all building work undertaken. Joseph
McNamara 8857 5480, mob. 07947155366

TUITION

ITALIAN TUITION Native Italian teacher offers les-
sons at all levels.Preparation for GCSE, A-LEVELS
courses, Grammar, Conversation Tel 07788 743371
MATHS & ENGLISH TUITION and preparation for
11+ and independent school selection tests by quali-
fied and experienced teacher.marystuition.com Mary
Bauckham 07709089838
mary.bauckham@gmail.com

LOCAL PRIVATE TUITION 1-1 or small group
tutoring in English and Maths learning support GCSE
by qualified tutor. Call: 07904 880 448

SHOW YOUR COMPUTER WHO IS THE BOSS
Are you looking for some extra help working with
your computer? Need some help with your digital
photos, online shopping and the jargon? To discuss
the options, call Paul on 07958 251448 or email
paul.clayton@soulchip.co.uk

RUSSIAN TUITION. Russian-speaking university
lecturer offers lessons at all levels (beginners,
GCSE, A Level, university). Tel: 07766531401
SPANISH TUITION all ages and levels, GCSE,

A levels , conversation, literature, by Latinoamerican
native speaker. Please contact Miguel at
migansiergut52@gmail.com or 07910 318513
MULVIHILL ACADEMY OF IRISH DANCE

Adult and Child Irish Dance Classes available

in the Blackheath area. Come along for a
fun-all-in-one workout. For more information

call Rachel on 07707 100521

on 07702255325 or fontrod@hotmail.co.uk

11+ TUITION Successful, qualified and experienced
DBS-certified tutor providing one-to-one preparation
of all eleven-plus exam components (CEM, GL
systems). Evenings, weekends available.

Email: elevenplus.smarter@gmail.com

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

(See http//www.westcombesociety.org

55 MYCENAE ROAD ref 18/0990/HD
Loft conversion with a hip to gable roof extension,
rear dormer window, and two front roof lights

36 RUTHIN ROAD ref 18/0921/H
Loft conversion with two rear dormer windows and
two front roof lights.
49 RUTHIN ROAD  ref 18/1239/TC

Fell sycamore in rear garden - boundary with
Kirkside Road

Active Healthy
'WHEELCHAIR WOMAN'

Seeks Personal Assistant

* Must live locally

* Must be physically strong

* Low level personal care

* Varied work

* Short shifts 1-2 hours

* Some weekends

Interested and want to know more?

Please email la.williams@hotmail.co.uk
or telephone Anne on 07743 490595.

BUY LOCAL!

Discounts available on production

of your Westcombe Society
membership card.

BLACKHEATH VILLAGE:

PARES FOOTWEAR

10% OFF all shoes over £20, excluding sale stock
RAFFLES DESIGNER WEAR.

10% OFF all non-sale goods

THE VERB SHOP 10 percent discount on all
copywriting and content creation. Free 1 hour
assessment of your marketing material.

GREENWICH:

NORTH POLE RESTAURANT

12.5% OFF Meals only for two

3D DIVING 10% discount on all scuba diving
courses. Offer excludes scuba diving equipment.
GREENWICH COMMUNICATION CENTRE

at 164 Trafalgar Road: 10% Discount on all
Computer Maintenance & Repairs (inc Tablets &
Smartphones)

www.greenwichcc.com T: 02082692103

HUMBER ROAD:

BODYWORKZ - THE FITNESS CLINIC

109 Humber Road.10% OFF all treatments costing
£30 or more except Chiropody; exc.Saturdays.
ROYAL NEPALESE RESTAURANT

(Station Crescent) 20% OFF meals for two or more
Sunday - Thursday.

CORIANDER RESTAURANT (Station Crescent)
25% off Sunday to Thursday. Bookings only!

THE STANDARD:

COTON & HAMBLIN - OPTICIANS

£65 off complete spectacles

BLACKHEATH EYECARE OPTICIANS

20% off 2nd pair of spectacles. (Same prescrip-
tion). Not in conjunction with any other offer.
(Complete glasses start from £49.95 with single
vision lenses). 5% off contact lens solution and
accessories. https://www.blackheatheyecare.co.uk/
TROJAN PRESS 10% OFF all quotations

WESTCOMBE HILL

A * DRIVING SCHOOL £5 discount on the price
of one x 2 hour lesson for WS members.

THE WONDER WOMEN NETWORK 10% discount

WESTCOMBE PARK ROAD

KAREN STOREY OF HOMESPACE offers mem-
bers 10% discount on decluttering & homestaging
services.Please note new number: 07951 191086
www.home-space.biz

PENINSULA

SHENDA FALVEY PERSONAL TRAINING &
BOOTCAMPS Free bootcamp session at
Greenwich Peninsula worth £10. Book to secure
place (excludes existing customers)

25% off first personal training session plus free
consultation M: 07887 727 335
www.shendafalveypersonaltraining.com

PAINTING & DECORATING

Interior/Exterior/
Experienced Reliable Clean
Fully Guaranteed/Insured.
References available.
Free no obligation quote
and advice given

JOHN at JAMES & LAMONT
Office 020 8462 4646
Mobile 07802 535695

jamlam.john@btinternet.com

For You & Your Family:

e Children Disputes

e Transfer of Equity

e Wills and Probate

e Lasting Powers of Attorney

Greenwich Office Blackheath Office
Norman House 9 Hare & Billet Road
110-114 Norman Road  Blackheath
Greenwich, London London

SE10 9EH SE3 ORB

Tel: 020 8858 6971

¢ Divorce and Financial Settlements .

e Residential Property- sales and purchases e

e Leasehold Extensions and Enfranchisement

@

GRANT SAW

SOLICITORS LLp

For Your Business:

Commercial Property

e Sites for Redevelopment

e Mergers and Acquisitions

Dispute Resolution

Commercial Contracts

e Court and Tribunal Proceedings | :

e |nsolvency

E-mail: enquiries@grantsaw.co.uk

www.grantsaw.com
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consider possible.”
Nursery - Year 1

Tel: 020 858 7977

ww W

“We believe that, with love, guidance, encouragement, discipline and
hard work, every child can do so much more than he or she may

37 Shooters Hill Road SE3 7THS

EMAIL: office@pointers-school.co.uk

pointers-school.co.uk

LeEarRNING For LiIFE

Mr Robert Higgins Headmaster

Year2-6
19 Stratheden Road SE3 7TH
Tel: 020 8293 1331




