
As everybody knows, Christmas is a

time of giving. But here I’m writing

about a different kind of present. 

I have recently been working with the

local charity appeal ‘Penny for a Brick’.

They’ve been running for over 11 years

now and have taken donations from local

people to support young children in Nepal.

I visited the country in 2014 with the Boy

Scouts,  and wrote about it in the WN

when we mounted a “Penny for a Brick”

campaign to help improve schools.

I cannot begin to describe the majesty of

its scenery, the diversity of its culture, and,

more importantly, the kind-heartedness

and hospitality of its people – despite

levels of poverty we can only imagine.

Sadly, many of the most vulnerable who

live  there are children with no chance at

receiving the support they need. 

‘Penny for a Brick’ is trying to sponsor

even more children than before to ensure

they receive a full education, safety at

school and a decent meal each day. We can

achieve this through the small donations

from members of the public.  

As we did following the 2015 earth-

quake, we are running a bag-packing event

involving local Scouts at a nearby super-

market to raise funds and awareness for

the children of Kathmandu. Please give

what you can!

We are also appealing for local 

people to sponsor  a deserving,   

desperately-in-need child. Please email me

on  benmountainmedia@gmail.com for

more information if you would be

interested in doing this.

I cannot stress enough

the impact these spon-

sorships have upon

young people’s lives.

It was once said that

“If you cannot feed a

hundred people, then

just feed one.” 

You can do so this

Christmas and change

a life forever. 

Thank you all in

advance – and have a

very Merry Christmas!

Ben Mountain
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Planning matters 

A Happy Christmas and a Peaceful and Prosperous New Year to all our readers 
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T
he Westcombe Society Environment

Committee is particularly concerned

with issues that affect the local area.

We keep an eye on planning applications,

respond where appropriate and attend

planning committee meetings when neces-

sary. Recently, we have been aware that

the Planning Department of the Royal

Borough of Greenwich has been severely

over-stretched.  Information to the public

has been delayed, and there is a backlog of

applications to be dealt

with, and some errors have

occurred. 

The debacle over the failure to process

the application for a mobile phone mast in

Seibert Road is but one example.  In that

case, the Council failed to process the

applications within the requisite 56 days,

and, as a result, the development has gone

through by default.  

So it was with some interest that we

noted a motion on this theme that was

proposed by a group of councillors at the

recent Full Council  meeting.  This, while

acknowledging the hard work of officers,

regretted 'recent planning errors' and

delays that have been a result of large

case-loads and 'an absence of performance

management'.  

It also noted the use of public funds to

engage external consultants to help clear

the backlog. Greenwich’s new assistant

director for planning, Victoria Geoghegan,

recently recommended that external

consultants should be taken on to help out.

Regional Enterprise Ltd will be providing

“planning application services” at a cost

stated to be up to £50,000 for six months.

Many observers feel that this is likely to be

money well spent.

The proposers called on the Council to

implement a full review of 'what has gone

wrong' in the planning

department.

In response, the Deputy

Leader of the Council recognised that there

had been a backlog of applications but

argued that in the period July to September

98% of 'non-major' planning applications

had been processed on time.  He told the

meeting that the Regeneration and Scrutiny

panel planned to conduct a review into the

problems and that its findings would be

made public.

Like other committee meetings, the

Full Council is open to the public.  Details,

including the agenda and papers, can be

found on the RBG website.  Full Council

meetings are also available through the

webcast and can be accessed at https://roy-

algreenwich.public-i.tv/core/portal/home.

We welcome this additional route to public

engagement.

Maggie Gravelle

The Westcombe News is delivered, free,

to every home in the Westcombe Park

area, as well as further afield, and as such

is a valued community newspaper. 

However, there are problems. First,

Emily Norton, the distribution manager, is

asking for more volunteers to help with

distributing the WN, either to take on a

regular delivery route of up to a hundred

households, or to act as “substitutes” when

regular deliverers are absent or ill. 

To distribute the WN takes about half an

hour a month, for ten months of the year;

so one can feel doubly virtuous doing a

healthy – and  purposeful – walk!

Please ring Emily on 8853 2756.

Also, Neville Grant, the current editor,

is on his travels a great deal in the coming

year, and will find it hard to act as editor

for several months: so a co-editor is

urgently needed during parts of 2018. 

The co-editor would receive an iMac,

equipped with the easy-to-use Quark lay-

out system, technical backing and training,

as necesary, and support from Neville and

Dave Mayes, our helpful printer.      

Editorial material (ie. content), from

many sources, including the current editor,

will also be available.

“Producing the WN is great fun, and

much easier than you might think,” says

Neville.  “It’s a great opportunity. There is

absolutely no shortage of stuff to go in –

in fact, there’s usually too much!  I’m sad

to let it go, but after more than 15 years,

it’s time for a change. Do give me a ring to

talk through possibilities, on 8858 8489.”
The Royal Standard Business &

Traders’ Association wish to thank

all our customers and neighbours for

continuing to support your local shops and

businesses throughout 2017.

We hope that both residents and visitors

to Westcombe Park and Blackheath

Standard enjoy the Christmas lights

display. These lights have been provided

through the generosity of the Traders’

Association, together with donations from

the Westcombe Society and the Langton

Way Residents’ Association.

Whilst the electricity is provided by the

Royal Borough of Greenwich, the Traders’

Association has to pay for the lights and

associated costs. This year these amounted

to just over £1,300.

Whilst we are just about able to fund

this annual cost from our membership,

this leaves nothing left over to purchase

additional lights or to replace old ones.   

Without further donations, it is likely

that there will be no lights. We would

therefore be very grateful for any donation,

large or small, which will enable us to

continue to provide our contribution to

Christmas in Westcombe Park..

If you would like to donate, there are

collecting boxes in many of the local shops

in Old Dover Road and on Westcombe

Hill.  Alternatively, if you would like to

make a donation by cheque or bank

transfer, please contact Joanne Lucas at

Starkey Financial Planning, Co-Secretary

of the Traders’ Association, on 020 8858

7160 or at royalstandardbta@gmail.com.

Thank you, and Merry Christmas!

A Christmas message 

Christmas Appeal

The Westcombe Society’s  return to

Blackheath High for the annual

Christmas Bazaar was a huge success,”

said the organiser Marilyn Little, “and we

are very grateful to the Head and staff for

their generous support.”

Probably around 300+ adults and children

came through the door – a steady stream

throughout the day.   Many of the children

visited Santa and were very happy with

their presents. Santa’s Grotto was

magnificent, and the Christmas Tree was

much commented on. The Punch and Judy

show, too, was, as always, a big draw.

The stall holders had set out their wares

very attractively, which certainly added

greatly to the ambience in the room.

Oliver Dimsdale, well-known for his

appearance in He knew he was right and as

the Prince of Wales in Downton Abbey, as 

well as appearing in Grantchester and Mr

Selfridge amongst others, made a very

welcoming opening address, and spent a

long time around the stalls, also visiting 

Punch and Judy and Father Christmas. A

very nice person and an excellent Fair

opener!

We should all be very pleased with the

day and obviously it would not be possible

without everyone’s help and good work

before, during and after the event.

It’s too early to say what the takings

were, and we are still compiling our list of

supporters from local traders to whom we

owe so much: this information will go in

our February issue. Meanwhile, many

thanks to our main sponsors,  Sue Clark,

David Lloyd Kidbrooke & John Cockcroft,

and to all who helped. 

The Bazaar

Friday 25th November saw

waves of people  turning up at

Blackheath High School for

Girls in Mycenae Road  for the

Christmas Bazaar to enjoy the

music, the colourful stalls and

the festive atmosphere.  Santa’s

Grotto was very popular, as

was Punch & Judy. Tim Crane

was the lucky winner of the

Westcombe Hamper.

Many thanks to Westcombe

Dry Cleaners 74 Westcombe

Hill for providing the lovely

Christmas Tree.

Oliver Dimsdale            
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By popular request the Westcombe Society has produced a  limited edition of  The

Observatory in Winter c. 1900 as a Christmas Card for 2017.    

This larger-size card bearing the words ‘Season’s Greetings’ is for sale at £4.50 per

pack of five,  or individually at £1.20 and uses a standard rate postage stamp.    If you

failed to purchase it at the Westcombe Society’s Christmas Bazaar in November, you can

still buy it from Caroline Owens at 0208 853 0948, but hurry before it sells out.
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LOCAL NEWS  

Charlton’s New Skate Park

Campaign against bullying

Two lawyers from Westcombe Park,

Tim Cave and Sue Hall, have set up   i

a free legal advice clinic in the area.

Working with a third lawyer, Chibuzo

Ubochi, the principal of Victory at Law

Solicitors, they have launching the East

Greenwich Legal Advice Clinic (EGLAC).

EGLAC operates from Christ Church,

East Greenwich on Trafalgar Road.  The

clinic will hold fortnightly sessions on the

2nd and 4th. Wednesday evenings of the

month. The  first clinic session was held on

Wednesday 22nd November.

Tim Cave told the WN: “There is a clear

need for legal advice and assistance for the

many people who cannot afford access to

justice.  We expect to receive requests for 

help with housing and welfare benefits 

issues and we hope it will become a valued

and established resource in the area.”

Tim told the WN that there has already

been a positive response to the pro bono

initiative, with 12 lawyers and eight  vol-

unteers signing up to help run the

appointment  sessions.  He added:

“We have seen how the community has

responded positively to ventures such as

the Greenwich Winter Night Shelter and

Greenwich Foodbank.   We hope EGLAC

will also be a focus for community

involvement and an opportunity to provide

a much needed service to the public.”

Interested in helping? Contact Tim on

07806 733341, or admin@eglac.org.uk

Free coaching sessions and a skate

competition marked the opening of

Charlton Park Skate Park in October. 

Brownies and scouts were among the

local residents who couldn’t wait to try out

the Royal Borough of Greenwich’s latest

state-of-the art facility. 

The Skate Park incorporates a series of

elevations and dips designed to suit fans of

skating, cycling, and scooting no matter

what their age or ability.    

Saturday’s launch featured a competition

for more advanced skaters, impressive

demonstrations, free coaching for over

eights and Dr Bike marking.  

The Skate Park was designed following

extensive consultation with focus groups

including local residents, park users and

skaters of all ages, and should appeal par-

ticularly to young people of all ages.  

Is education happening?

Yes. Michael Oakeshott famously said that education was a 

conversation between generations. In recent times a considerable gap 

has opened up, because children see a different world 

with different emphases and fashions. 

This makes education very difficult. Parents need to do 

everything they can to “talk the same language as their children”. 

Schools need to do everything they can to win the trust of pupils. 

Without these moves much teacher talk in classrooms is a waste of time.

The P E R Group’s new website: www.perprospero.co.uk

Quiz Night Time

Everyone using Blackwall Lane will

have noticed the Byzantine domes of

Rothbury Hall. The former Congregational

Church has, for over 30 years, been the

home of Emergency Exit Arts (EEA) best

known locally for putting on the Bonfire

Night fireworks on Blackheath.   

But apart from some older residents of

East Greenwich who remember using the

cellar as an air raid shelter, not many local

people have actually ventured into the

building in recent years.  

In an effort to reintroduce Rothbury

Hall to the community, EEA, in conjunc-

tion with the East Greenwich Residents

Association, have been working on a very

popular project with older residents.  

Every Thursday morning,  EEA runs

creative workshops ranging from metal-

work to drawing, gardening to poetry –

all fuelled by plenty of tea, cake and

conversation.   

As well as working on some much need-

ed planting to improve the local street-

scape, there will be a December lantern

procession in conjunction with local

schools. The project is currently funded by

the Arts Council with a contribution from

Greenwich Council.  EEA and EGRA are

now running a crowd-funding campaign so

that this popular initiative can continue.  
All contributions, big or small, will be grate-

fully received at ttp://www.crowdfunder.co.

uk/peoples-parlour.

The People's Parlour - every Thursday

morning from 10.00 to 12.00.  All over 60s

welcome to come and try something new.

People’s Parlour

In November, the Westcombe Society held

yet another successful Quiz Night in

Mycenae House. Ten teams competed with

fierce good humour to find the answers to

posers put by the question master J-J Aune.

Many of the questions were quite challeng-

ing, ranging from Ancient Egypt to quotes

from Shakespeare and the stars of horror

films. The bar did a roaring trade, and the

fish or chicken and chips were delicious.

All the best quizzes have the teams

jostling for position, with only a few

marks separating them as the results are

counted, as happened this time.

Congratulations to the winning team

(above - The 7NZs) and well done the

runners-up, including ‘The Strange

Thong” (left, no, not a literal...)  And of

course many thanks to J-J and the other

helpers who scored and cleared up.

PHOTOS: Neville Grant

How many of us were aware that

November saw “anti-bullying week’?

Anti-Bullying Week from 13th - 17th

November had the theme ‘All Different,

All Equal’.  Schools were encouraged to

take the issues on board, and help children

cope with this appalling trend.  

A poll published by the Anti-Bullying

Alliance based at the National Children’s

Bureau has shown that:

 40% of children polled said they would 
hide aspects of themselves for fear of 

being bullied.

 61% said they would hide or change 
how they look to avoid being bullied.

 64% of children polled know someone
being bullied for being ‘different’ 

 36% say that they don’t learn enough  
about what to do if it happens to them.     

Anti-Bullying Alliance patron Andy
Day, with his band Andy and the Odd

Socks, asked schools to celebrate what

makes us all unique by asking children to

wear odd socks to school on the first day

of Anti-Bullying Week (13th Nov.) and

celebrate ‘Odd Socks Day’.

In November, 100 pupils from six

Greenwich primary schools attended a

day-long series of workshops designed to

boost the children’s self-confidence, and

put a stop to bullying.

Asked if John Roan School observed

Anti-Bullying Week, a spokesperson for

the school told the WN:

“We don’t just have one week dealing

with the issue: we take bullying very

seriously where it occurs, and we have

things going on about bullying all the time.

For example, we had a library event in

November in which the theme was “Don’t

judge a book by its cover” – the message

being we shouldn't make snap judgements

about other people because of how they

look.”  

www.headstart.it

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

at St George’s, Glenluce Rd

Sunday  17th of December 6:00 pm -

Christmas Carol Service (followed by 

hot mulled wine, drinks and mince pies)

Sunday, 24th. 4:00 pm – Crib Service 

11:30 pm – Midnight Mass

Monday, 25th of December – 10:30 am – 

All Age Christmas Communion

Wed. Dec 6th. 7.30pm Dr Sam Moorhead    

of the British Museum talks on From 

Nazareth to Bethlehem and back again: 

The history and archaeology of the 

Nativity.

Contact:

rtyeager@gmail.com  Tel. 07804 614245 

Zoe Laver from Blackheath High School

has been crowned one of the winners of

the national art competition ‘Spirited Arts’

held annually by the National Association of

Teachers of Religious Education (NATRE).

‘Spirited Arts’, now its 14th year, aims to

get people thinking about RE through Art, to

produce work based on their own research.

This year there were 1800 entrants.

Zoe, now in Year 8, created a painting

about the Buddhist monk Thich Quang Duc,

who set himself on fire in 1963 to protest

against the persecution of Buddhists. 

Explaining her painting,  Zoe said: “I find

it truly inspirational that this holy man would

sacrifice everything in this selfless act.”

Well done, Zoe!
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FEATURES
Christmas food

around the world
Pickled herring, Kentucky Fried Chicken - how would you fancy

these for your Christmas dinner?   You’d be surprised at what is

seen as a Christmas Treat among some of our close neighbours,

especially in the off-shore continent.

Here the WN carries out a brief culinary survey . . . 

France – The main

Christmas meal in France is

called Réveillon and is

typically enjoyed late on

Christmas Eve or early

Christmas morning – often

after people have returned

from Midnight Mass.           

The dish is usually roast turkey with

chestnuts or roast goose along with

oysters, foie gras, lobster, or venison – not

forgetting a variety of cheeses and un

bûche de Noël (a chocolate log cake).  In

some areas there is a celebration where 13

desserts are eaten, representing  Jesus and

his 12 apostles.

Germany – In Germany the usual  dish is

goose and cabbage (some people swap

goose for carp – also common in Poland);

pudding is a fruited yeast bread called

stollen. It is said that those who don't eat

well on Christmas Eve will be haunted by

demons: any excuse is better than none.

Italy – On Christmas Eve many Italian

families enjoy The Feast of Seven Fishes

–  seven fish-based dishes served before

the Midnight mass service. Then it’s home

for a slice of cake –  Panettone – and a

cup of hot chocolate. No Prosecco, then.

Japan – Christmas in Japan is seen more

as a time to spread happiness than a

religious festival.  The preferred meal for

Christmas Eve is fried chicken which

means that Christmas is the busiest day of

the year for KFC as it often sees people

queueing up outside the doors. Many place

orders in advance to avoid

disappointment.

Slovakia – Carp is the dish

of choice. Many families

buy the fish alive and keep

it in the bath until                  

Christmas Eve, so care

should be taken when having a bath . . .  

Iceland – In 1198, Iceland’s National

Assembly declared Thorlak Thorhallsson a

saint, and he is now the patron saint of the

country.  He died on December 23rd, and

so Christmas begins on 23rd December in

Iceland.  The dish of choice is boiled  pota-

toes and fermented skate.  Mmm,    deli-

cious ... ! But pity about the smell ... 

Because of this,  many people prefer to

eat out in a restaurant to avoid the pungent

smell.  Christmas dinner might comprise

roasted reindeer – or puffin. 

Ed: Shome mishtake? Can that be right?

Puffins are now an endangered species... 

Sweden – It’s Christmas Eve! The

Christmas presents are under the tree, the

candles are lit, and it’s time for the

smorgasbord. This includes an egg and

anchovy mixture  (gubbröra),  ham, pork

sausages, pickled herring, home-made liver

pâté, wort-flavoured rye bread (vörtbröd),

potatoes and an infamous fish dish, lutfisk :

dried ling or sathe soaked in water and lye

to swell before it is cooked. Do NOT try

this at home. Garrison Keillor, in his novel

Pontoon, famously described lutfisk as

"Not edible by normal people.”

Fallen Angel is full of

action, high-stakes 

races against time, and

large, silver-screen style

set-pieces. All this means

hefty entertainment, sure,

but as we know from the 

movies, explosions and 

fire fights only go so far. 

It’s good then that Fallen Angel paces

itself with an intricate and well-developed

plot along with enjoyable and vibrant

characters. 

Of course, there has to be a nefarious

organisation with some type of world-

threatening weapon aimed at the heart of

civilisation. And such menace can only be

handled by the best. Meet Tom Selkirk!

He is the hero, a British Special Forces

commando. Selkirk specialises in leading

ultra-secret international operations.

Acquiring teams of ‘the best’ from allied

military the world over, Selkirk’s ad hoc

units are lethal, sneaky but very effective.

So it’s only for the most serious of

situations that he is called in to respond. 

However,  all heroes need a little 

tension and conflict –  Selkirk was nearly

killed during his last mission and this was

all down to a bad call by his superior, an

admiral, who abandoned him at the critical

moment.

After retiring to his home in Scotland, 

Selkirk is called upon and reactivated for a

new deniable mission. 

In short, a good escapist read! The

book launch is at Foyle’s in central London

on 13th December. A sequel is already on

its way!

The authors are Major Ken Hames MBE,

who rose from humble beginnings on a

farm to reach the rank of Major in the

SAS, commanding Britain’s Anti-Terrorist

Unit. He is one of the very few British

officers to have worn the red beret of the

Parachute Brigade, the green beret of the

Royal Marines and the sand-coloured beret

of the Special Air Service.  A man of many

talents, he holds an Honorary Doctorate in

Business Administration.

Local co-author Keith Turnbull has a

Masters degree in politics, and has forged a

career in the defence sector; he has held  a

number of hush-hush positions in 

government.

Published by Melrose Books price £8.99;

available from Amazon or (preferably) all

good bookshops .

Ride is about the tough life lessons learned by Scottish

superstar John Buultjens on his rise to BMX Glory

Escaping from his violent father’s beatings, he was placed in

a children’s home and then adopted. He later turned his life

around, and became one of BMX’s biggest names. 

As the global brand manager for the most famous BMX

brand of them all, Haro, he now backs and sponsors riders

across the globe, and his story has been turned into a great

movie.         RIDE: Pitch Publishing Ltd.  RRP £16.99

RIDE: BMX Glory

                                   

Book 

review Fallen 

Angel:
Good escapist

reading

Greenwich Creative Writing Group joined together to publish a

paperback of their work to be sold this Christmas at

Waterstones, price £4.99, all profit to Greenwich Foodbank.

In this lovely paperback you will find interesting tales of murder,

romance, slices of life experience in the form of short stories,

poems and short prose and flash fictions, something for everyone.

A great Christmas present for a worthy cause.     Barbara Ward

Support local authors – and the food bank

The future is becoming increasingly uncertain. Time to think again?

PETER GREAVES

reviews

The author quotes John Maynard

Keynes: “when the facts change, I

change my mind”, and, tellingly, David

Davis in a speech on Europe in 2012: “If a

democracy cannot change its mind, it

ceases to be a democracy.”  Or to quote

Churchill: “Those who never change their

minds have no minds to change.”

No, it’s not too late to change course,

Clegg claims.  “This book,” he says,

“proposes a number of actions that all of

us, in all walks of life, can take, if we want

this country to alter course. If enough

people were to take these actions and stick

to them, then I am sure that Brexit could

be stopped . . . You can help Britain be a

leader in Europe, and the world, again . . .

you can help make Britain great again.”

For a thousand years or more Britain

has often viewed Europe with a mixture of

fear, suspicion and rivalry, leading to a

sense of superiority and separateness.

Britain was reluctant to join early attempts

at European integration, but economic

necessity drove us to join the European

Economic Community (EEC) in 1973.

Nevertheless, we soon became one of its

most influential members. Thus Mrs

Thatcher was pivotal in the creation of the

Single Market.  Ironically, it is the Brexit

vote that is pushing EU governments to

accept the need for change, so that the UK

could be reintegrated into a reformed EU. 

A compelling reason to revisit Brexit is

that “voters were sold a dodgy promise on

a false basis.”  The architect of the official

Leave campaign has said that it is unlikely

they would have won without the infamous

£350m/NHS pledge. 

Other reasons for reconsidering Brexit

include the huge economic damage it will

inflict. Most authorities believe that Brexit

will increase prices, hit the pound even

further, hit jobs, slow down investment,

and endanger the peace process in Ireland.       

Many Leavers wanted to “take back

control.”   But the evidence so far suggests

that Brexit is leading us towards greater

enfeeblement. “Far from returning us to

our heritage as a great and respected global

power, Brexit risks making us an object of

mockery and bewilderment around the

world.”   In fact, “by pooling our sover-

eignty we were extending our power and

influence over the world around us.” 

Clegg reminds us that Theresa May as

Home Secretary said much the same in a

speech in April 2016; and since the Brexit

referendum, the leaders of India and China

have visited Europe – but not the UK. 

A darker aspect of the Brexit vote is

revealed by the fact that a small group of

party donors, media barons, newspaper

owners and opportunist hedge-fund

managers have been driving the Brexit

agenda,  for their own ends  …  and Clegg

names names, and positions.  This  Brexit

elite share a vision for Britain of a low-tax,

low regulation, nation.

The referendum result was particularly

cruel for the young.  More than 70% of

voters aged 18 - 24 voted for Britain to

remain in the EU, 62% for those aged 25-

34, and 52% for 35 - 44 year-olds.   Had

they had the vote, 82% of 16 - 17 year-olds

would have done the same. 

The third chapter includes an insightful

analysis of the current political situation,

and contains detailed practical suggestions

of what individuals can do to stop Brexit,

inside and outside party politics.   Finally,

Clegg sets out his vision of how a joint

UK-EU Convention could tackle, as a

matter of urgency, the task of formalising

a reformed EU of concentric circles, with

Britain reintegrated at the appropriate

level.  He suggests it should be co-chaired

by Sir John Major and Mr Mark Rutte,

Prime Minister of the Netherlands. 

Is it all done, bar the recriminations?

Clegg insists not. Since this book was

written, Lord Kerr has said  – again  – that

Article 50, of which he was the chief

drafter, is reversible: a statement of intent

does not amount to a legal commitment.   

Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the

EU Commission, said: “I don’t like Brexit

because I would like to be in the same boat

as the British; the day will come when the

British will re-enter the boat, I hope.”  

Undecided?  This book will help to

clarify the issues, and help one to decide

for oneself. This could be the most impor-

tant book to read in the whole of 2017.

How to Stop Brexit
by Nick Clegg

Where are these a delicacy?

New West Ham United book

Westcombe Hill resident Tim Crane has published his latest

book on West Ham United. They Played for John Lyall -

The West Ham Years preserves the memories of 77 Hammers

who played for West Ham's most successful manager between

1974-89. With over 500 personal photographs and 200,000 words,

the 376 page hardback book is a must-have Christmas gift for all

West Ham fans. On sale for £25, why not drop by and pick up a

signed copy from Tim himself at 183 Westcombe Hill?  

Alternatively, order your copy from Amazon or eBay.
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THE BRIDGE, , The Pleasaunce

Dec 3rd 2 - 4.30 pm Lots of fun & games, and craft

stalls, at the Bridge, organised in partnership with the

Friends of Greenwich Pleasaunce; with festive singing

by Halstow Community Choir at 3.00pm, and deli-

cious refreshments throughout. Plus  Santa’s Grotto!

Santa due to arrive at about 1.45pm and the Grotto

will be open  2 - 4.30pm. 

“Look forward to seeing you!” says Harriet.

MENTAL HEALTH ACTIVITY TRUST

Sat. 9th Dec. 7pm - 10pm FOURTH  Special

Annual Award Ceremony. Boys Brigade Hall,

Reynolds Place. Tickets are first come first served.

This event is free and there will be food, drink and

plenty of entertainment To reserve a place, please ring

7564 3087 or (Shop) 3638 4712

BLACKHEATH & GREENWICH WOMEN’S

INSTITUTE Meets first Wednesday of every month,

doors open at 7.00pm for 7.30pm at Sunfields

Methodist Church on Old Dover Road 

GREENWICH UNION PUB (MEANTIME)  First

Wed. of each month. Read –Discuss–Share food  at

members homes.   Contact: Barbara Ward ward.bar-

bara@mac.com 07960 107578  Free

BLACKHEATH BRIDGE CLUB duplicate sessions

in Mycenae House Mon & Thurs 7.15pm and on Wed

at 1.15pm. Tel. Ron 0208 319 1312 

ST GEORGE’S CAROL SINGING

Thurs., 21st Dec. - 7:00 pm at Mycenae House

(with the Blackheath Centre for Singing.  

Pelton Arms Wed. 13th Dec. 7:30 for 8:00 

The Vanbrugh Thurs. 21st Come one, come all!

With St George’s Church choir - and you!

THE LONDON BOAT SHOW 2018

Wed. 10th– Sun. 14th Jan. 2018 at ExCeL London

10am – 6.30pm each day, except late night closing til

8.30pm on Thursday 11 January and 6pm closing on

Sunday 14 January  Advance tickets start from £15,

with two children under the age of 15 going free with

each adult. Concessions are also available

Website:  www.londonboatshow.com

COMMUNITY

THEATRE

ARTS

GREENWICH THEATRE CROOMS HILL

8 Dec - 30 Dec 2017 11.00 am & other times

SNOW-POCALYPSE: FRIENDSHIP NEVER

MELTS  Two unlikely heroes create a wintery won-

derland - in a world where anything can be made from

the scraps left behind and magic and mayhem is

around… Performed by SHARKLEGS Age 4+

£13.50, Children £8.50

COMEDY CLUB FOR KIDS – CHRISTMAS

CRACKER!  23 Dec 11.00 am  Christmas Cracker

jokes, tinsel tomfoolery, festive funnies and even

Santa doing stand-up! Age: 6+  £13.50, Children £11   

SHERINGTON CHILDREN’S CENTRE, Tel. 0208

3053140,  14, Sherington Road SE7 7JW

DAD’S STAY AND PLAY session every Wednesday,

1.00pm-2.30pm Free drop-in Sherington Children’s

Centre, all home dads welcome. Each 2nd Saturday of

the month 10.00am -11.30am – free brunch/arts and

crafts. Contact  Daniel.hall1985@hotmail.co.uk for

more details, www.selondondads.org.uk

CHILDREN & FAMILY

Printing in Blackheath 
since 1978

From your ideas or Artwork
we can print at a 
reasonable cost:
• Business cards 

• Invoices • Letterheads 
• Books • Brochures  

• Forms • Invites 
• Wedding StationEry

1a Lizban St
Blackheath, London  SE3 8SS

Tel: 020 8853 2268
Email: dave@trojanpress.co.uk

www.trojanpress.com

MUSIC

BLACKHEATH HALLS 23, Lee Rd. Blackheath

SE3 9RQ Box Office: 0208 463 0100

Fri. 8th Dec.  8.00pm KERRY GODLIMAN:

STICK OR TWIST An incredibly talented comedian

and a phenomenal actor, Kerry, a regular on Radio 4,

is currently starring in the Sky 1 series Carters Get

Rich. Tickets: £15

INDUSTRIAL HISTORY SOCIETY

23rd January, Lindsey Collier on the Lea Valley

Heritage Alliance at The Old Bakehouse, Age

Exchange, Bennet Park.7.30 pm

BLACKHEATH SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY

Fri. Dec 15th 2018 7.45 AGM and Members’

Evening with short talks given by members

Fri.  Jan 19th 2018  Light, Sleep and Time - and

how they interact    Dr Russel Foster, Nuffield -

Ophthalmology lectures at 7.45pm Mycenae House.  

Visitors welcome - donations £3 to the society.

IN-WORDS

WEST GREENWICH LIBRARY in association

with in-words.co.uk (both events free):

Tues. Dec. 5th  7.00 for 7.30pm  Chrissie Gittins

will read from her short story collection "Between

Here and Knitwear" and some of her children's poetry. 

Tuesday January 16 at 7 for 7.30: Bright Scarf

Poetry Group, aka Quentin Chowdry, Dominic

James, Rosie Johnston, and Peter Pagnall.

Visit Irena Hill's website www.in-words.co.uk for

more details..

SPOKEN WORD

AGE EXCHANGE

11, Blackheath Village, London SE3 9L

Tel. 0208 318 9105 www.age-exchange.org 

Sat. 2nd Dec.  Blackheath Village Day: Visit

Santa’s Grotto 

Sun 3rd Dec. 1.00 - 4.00pm NEW!  SUNDAY AT

SUNFIELDS at Sunfields Methodist Church

95 Old Dover Road, Blackheath SE3 8SJ  

We welcome ALL older people and carers to join us

for lunch and lighthearted activities. Extra needs due

to health conditions like arthritis, dementia or strokes

etc. no problem!  Please do just come along – there is

no need to book.   FREE

THE GREENWICH THEATRE, Crooms Hill,

London SE10 8ES Box Office: 8858 7755

Untl January 7th: CINDERELLA

16 Jan - 27 Jan 2018  7.30 pm EDWARD II  by

Christopher Marlowe.  Performed by Lazarus

Theatre Company.  Tickets: £11, £16, £26  £15, £25 

17 Jan - 20 Jan 2018 7.45pm SINGLE SPIES

Alan Bennett delves into the world of espionage,

forgery and double-lives with two separate but

connected one act plays. Tickets; (£13 & £12 concs.)

THE CHARLTON ENSEMBLE

Fri. 1st Dec. 7.30 pm Helen Whittington (soprano)

Sarah Ince (mezzo) James Kinsella (tenor) Joseph

Spooner (cello) Nicholas Bosworth & Dominic

Barlow (piano) perform at St Thomas Church,

Woodland Terrace, Charlton, SE7 8EW IN AID OF

GREENWICH WINTER NIGHT SHELTER 

Tickets  £8  available from James Kinsella on:

07989 740252 or 020 8854 0841

BLACKHEATH HALLS 23, Lee Road SE3 9RQ 

0208 463 0100  www.trinitylaban.ac.uk 

Fei. 1st Dec. 7.30pm PARALLAX 10: SOUND

AND MOVEMENT Multi-disciplinary work by

Trinity Laban composition staff and students. Free.

Sat. 2nd Dec. .3.15 pm  A FESTIVE FAMILY

SING-A-LONG Sing favourite Christmas songs with

the whole family, and then join in the procession to

switch on the Blackheath Christmas lights

Sat. 2nd Dec. 8.00pm THE ICARUS CLUB

ACOUSTIC CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR

Acts from the local area and all over the UK gather

for this show which promises a night of some of the

best original acoustic music around. £17.50 | £15.00

Mon 4th 6.30 pm & Tues. & Wed. 5th/6th  Dec.

7.00pm    TURNING OF THE YEAR Celebrate

the festive season with three evenings of song

performed by Lewisham schools in collaboration with

Lewisham Music. Tickets £6.00 

CHAS & DAVE: THE FULL STORY LIVE

SATURDAY 16th. DECEMBER 8.00pm 

Chas & Dave are one of those iconic acts that still

consistently perform to sell-out venues across the UK.

This event will see them perform all the hits that made

this Cockney duo famous.  £29.50 | £27.50 concs

NB Rescheduled from Friday 31 March 2017

Sun. 17th Dec. 7.30 pm  BLACKHEATH

CHRISTMAS CONCERT  Performances from many

of our community groups. Fun of all the family and a

chance to join in.  £16 | £14 conc | £6 under 12s

Mon. 18th Dec. 1.30 pm LUNCHTIME RECITAL:

BRANDENBURG ENSEMBLE: Baroque Music

for Christmas  by  Vivaldi and J S Bach.  Free.

JANUARY 2018  HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Sun 14th Jan 11.00am BLACKHEATH SUNDAYS:

LINOS PIANO TRIO Trinity Laban's 2017/18

ELinos Piano Trio perform Bach, Beethoven, Debussy

and Ravel. £14 | £12 Sun 28th Jan 11.00am

BLACKHEATH SUNDAYS: CARDUCCI QUAR-

TET perform Haydn, Glass and Dvořák  £14 | £12 

MYCENAE HOUSE EVENTS:
DEC. 2017/JAN 2018

R. G.Austin
(Established 1963

Shower and Bathroom Specialists  

2A Hassendean Rd, 

Blackheath SE3 8TS

Telephone: 0208 858 7359

rgaustin@fsmail.net

Heating Engineers,

Property Maintenance,

Electrics, Painting,

Decorating, Plumbing,

Central Heating, 

GAS
SAFE

GREENWICH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS

SOCIETY King William Court, University of 

Greenwich  11th Dec 2017: Late Antiquity in the

Near East - Sam Moorehead 

8th Jan 2018: Discovering MacDonald Gill:

Architect, Artist & Mapmaker - Caroline Walker

Visitors welcome, please pay on the door

THE GREENWICH GALLERY 

Linear House, Peyton Place SE10 8RS

Dec 8th - 22nd.  Greenwich born cousins, artists

Mark Cowland and John Baker, are returning to the

Royal Borough to exhibit their work together for the

first time.    

BLACKHEATH HALLS

Until Tue 5th Dec.:  10:00am

Using the traditional art technique of pen and ink,

Rebecca Walks’ work explores and presents her inner

responses to the world in the form of a visual tableau.

WHAT’S  ON

DANCING

 
 

 
 

 

Childcare for ages 3 months – 5 years

I can see a 

great nursery  

from here
If you’re looking for a nursery that will help your child to grow and develop – 
choose Zoom Nurseries.

At Zoom every child enjoys an individual Learning Journey. A record that tracks 
their daily progress through our fantastic fun-filled learning environment.

It’s just one of the tools we use to keep our parents up-to-date with their child’s 
achievements, as well as their personal, social and emotional development. 
It’s an important tool, one that helps us ensure that when they leave Zoom to 
start school, they leave as independent learners and thinkers, ready for the 
challenges ahead.

With five nurseries in Eltham, Hither Green, Blackheath and Brockley that 
between them have four Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ judgements, and places available, 
you don’t have to go far to give your child a great start. 

To find out more and arrange an informal visit please 
call Ann Briley, Assistant Childcare Director on  
07816 413718 or email annbriley.zoom@gmail.com

Or visit our website for more details www.zoomnurseries.com

Fri. Dec. 1st 7.30pm CLIVE  CARROLL The Master 

Craftsman returns! Great night of guitar magic. £15.

Fri 8th Dec 8.00pm - JazzNights. Candlit Live Jazz music 

event 'Christmas Curry special' hosted by Dave Silk. £10. 

Thur 14th Dec 4.00pm Bach To Baby Classical Concert for families £10

Fri 15th Dec 1.00pm/4.00pm/6.00pm - The Nutcracker. Let's All

Dance present this festive favourite family ballet. £12/£10.

Mon 18th Dec 7.00pm - Christmas Carols. With St George's Church &

Blackheath Centre for Singing Choirs. Free entrance.

Wed 20th Dec 7.30pm - Global Fusion Christmas Shenanigans. Festive

array of live music for a great night of fun. £5.

Fri 12th Jan 8.00pm - JazzNights. Candlit Live Jazz music event hosted

by Dave Silk. £10.

Fri 26th Jan 8.00pm - Global Fusion Burns Night Ceilidh. Great night

of dancing, singing, Bagpipes and lots of fun! 

For further information about all Mycenae House events visit www.myce-

naehouse.co.uk

BLACKHEATH HALLS Sat. 9th

Dec. 7.30pm HAVEN'T STOPPED     

DANCING YET! with 70s/80s

soul, funk & disco. Best outfit 

competition. Retro treats. £15.00

in advance £18.00 on the door

Mon 11th Dec.1.30pm TEA

DANCES 2017 with Mr Wonderful

Dancing  £5.50 | £6.50 on the door

PAINTING & DECORATING

Interior/Exterior/

Experienced Reliable Clean

Fully Guaranteed/Insured.

References available.

Free no obligation quote 

and advice given 

JOHN at JAMES & LAMONT

Office 020 8462 4646   

Mobile 07802 535695

jamlam.john@btinternet.com

A & A LANDSCAPES
Landscape Specialists

Free advice &           Qualified 

estimates horticulturalist

All aspects of soft & hard landscaping
work carried out including

* Maintenance  *Site clearance
* Turfing  * Tree surgery

* Fencing   * Patios  
* Brickwork

Tel. 020 8318 2530

JRJAMES REMOVALSJAMES REMOVALS
.com.com

‘excel lence through ef for t ’‘excel lence through ef for t ’

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com 
to request a 

quotation online

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com
to request a 

quotation online

� Fully trained 
uniformed staff

� Full insurance 
included in 
ALL quotes

� Prompt free 
estimates

� On-site 
containerised 
storage

� Discounts for 
long-term storage

� Well-established 
family business

� Pianos – our forte

BAR MEMBER NO. JO28

SPECTRUM

Painters & Decorators
Interior/Exterior

No job too Small
Clean and Reliable

Free Estimates
30 Years Experience

020 8853 2759 or 0795

0815412

Your Local Electrician: Fully

Qualified and accredited

•  Landlord Certificates

•  Consumer Unit (Fuse Box) 

Upgrade

•  Fault Finding & Security 

Lights

•  Rewiring Properties including   

Extensions

•  Fire Alarms

Reasonable Rates, Reliable 

& Efficient Service

Paul: 07956 552368 desi-

electrics01@gmail.com



Learning is fun
St Olave’s is a Prep School in
New Eltham for boys and girls
aged 3-11 years

Tel: 020 8294 8930
www.stolaves.org.uk

! Broad, child-centred curriculum
! Excellent results in the 11+
selection

! Clubs, outings and residential
trips

! Excellent pastoral care
! Small classes
! Specialist staff for PE, IT, Music,
French and Drama

! Sibling fee reduction
! Before and after school care
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             BE INSPIRED AND BUILD 
 

Extensions and refurbishments 

 
 

buildandcreate.co.uk 
clinton@buildandcreate.co.uk 
0796 1089012     0208 305 2184 

                                                                                                       

                                    
!

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL and 
CORPORATE FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Investments - Pensions - Estate Planning

2 Charlton Road. Blackheath Standard

London   SE3 7EX      (T) 020 3417 9760
email:  enquiries@gswealth.co.uk

website:  www.gswealth.co.uk.

HELPING  YOU PLAN YOUR  FUTURE
Grant Saw Wealth Management Ltd. is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

Grant Saw Wealth Management Limited

Susan Clark Interiors 

113 Humber Rd
London SE3 7LW

Susan Clark Interiors

Complete renovation to Decoration,
Construction, Project Management, 

Interior Design, Kitchens &
Bathrooms, 

Bespoke Curtains & Blinds, Joinery,
Upholstery, Furniture, Gifts, & Cards.

Tel. 0208 305 2299
www.susanclarkinteriors.com

JOHN DANN FURNITUREMAKER

- EST. 1984

High quality bespoke fitted and 

freestanding furniture

made to your requirements.

Repair and restoration work 

also undertaken.

E-mail: johndann93@gmail.com

Website: johndannfurniture.co.uk

Tel.0208 852 3047 or 07837 859763

WN: Ann, first of all, congratulations on the

award of the George MacDonald medal for

your work that has led to improved health in

tropical countries.

AH: Thank you.

WN: So, Ann, are you a Londoner?

AH: No, I started life in Lancashire, but the

family moved to Scotland when I was 12, and

I stayed there during my teenage years and

took the Scottish Highers examinations.

WN: So when did you move down south?

AH: In the late fifties. I got a place at Queen

Elizabeth College to do a degree in nutrition.

WN: A degree in nutrition? Unusual!

AH: Yes, it was the first university to offer

the subject at degree level.

WN: And after that?

AH: I did a Ph.D and then went as Scientific

Officer to the Tropical Metabolism Research

Unit in Kingston, Jamaica, under the director

John Waterlow.

WN: To do what?

AH: Most of my research centred on 

achieving rapid recovery of children with

severe malnutrition. The Unit was funded by

the UK Medical Research Council.

Amazingly, not only did I not have to apply

for grants, I was given free rein to plan my

own research. The Unit specialised in child

malnutrition which was common in poor

communities in Jamaica and the Caribbean at

that time. 

WN: Caused by?

AH: Very low rates of exclusive breast-

feeding, with many infants being fed diluted

cornmeal gruel sweetened with a little

condensed milk, or over-diluted powdered

milk, and the water was not always clean. So

all this, combined with poor living conditions,

led to very high rates of childhood diarrhoea

and pneumonia, often fatal.

WN: Tragic.

AH: Tragic, yes, and unnecessary and

avoidable.  Even today, almost half of all

deaths worldwide in children under 5 are

associated with undernutrition. Severely

malnourished children need very special care,

as they easily die. Part of my work involved

getting the correct treatment more widely

known in order to improve child survival.

WN: Who were you educating?

AH: Doctors, nurses, and undergraduates.

And parents of course.  I helped to develop

malnutrition treatment guidelines for the

Caribbean which later became the basis for

the World Health Organisation's 1981

malnutrition guidelines. 

WN: How long were you in Jamaica?

AH: 13 years. 

WN: And then you returned to the UK to

work at the London School of Hygiene and

Tropical Medicine?

AH: Yes, back with John Waterlow again.

That was in 1978, when we also moved into

Westcombe Park; by this time I was married

to a barrister, and had two children. They

went to John Ball Primary School in

Blackheath.

WN: And you became head of LSHTM’s

nutrition department?

AH: Yes, but not until 1992. Just after that,

concerned about widespread poor hospital

treatment of malnourished children and

continuing high mortality, a colleague and I

convened a workshop in London with WHO,

UNICEF, Save the Children and others, to

discuss why the 1981 WHO guidelines were

not being widely implemented. And this led to

the creation of a version of the guidelines,

known as the “Ten Steps”.

WN: So the guidelines were changed?

AH: Not substantially, but we made them

clearer, simpler, memorable, and more easily

accessible.

WN: This made a huge difference?

AH: Yes. The ‘Ten Steps’ are used widely

worldwide. In South Africa, for example, it is

now national policy for hospitals to follow the

Ten Steps, and deaths among children treated

for severe malnutrition have halved.

I also helped WHO develop their 2003

training course and have trained doctors and

nurses in Africa, Asia and South America. The

next task is for treatment of severe     malnu-

trition to be part of medical and nursing cur-

ricula.

WN: So Ann, you’ve now retired?

AH: In theory, yes! But I’m co-convenor of

the International Malnutrition Task Force and

I’ve been helping to develop a new interactive

e-learning programme ‘Caring for Infants and

Children with Acute Malnutrition’, which so

far has enrolled 14,000 users in over 100

countries. Our research is showing that users

of this course are able to apply the knowledge

gained and so improve the survival of

malnourished children in their care.

WN: Very impressive!

AH: And you know, it’s very difficult to retire

when there is still so much to be done  – in

fact, I’ve just organised an international

symposium in Buenos Aires, on building

capacity to prevent and treat malnutrition. 

WN: So the award of the Royal Society of

Tropical Medicine and Hygiene’s George

Macdonald medal in recognition of your work

is well deserved.

AH: I‘ve been fortunate in having wonderful

colleagues and opportunities to make a

difference.   I would not have been very

effective working alone, so the medal

reflects our collective contribution to

improving child health.

WN: Professor Ann Ashworth Hill, thank you

for talking to us.

In another of our occasional “Meet your neighbour” series, the WN interviewed 

Ann Hill, world famous nutritionist who has

helped save the lives of millions of children worldwide
A volunteer for  the Westcombe

Society, and  a member of its

Environment Committee, Ann is 

also much, much more . . . 



Planning applications can be

viewed in the library,  or at the

Woolwich Library on the lower

ground floor of the Woolwich

Centre, 35 Wellington St. They

may also be viewed on www. green-

wich.gov.uk/planning

ENVIRONMENT
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Sign up for the organ donor register

According to Swedish newspapers, this is the second white moose sighting that's

gone viral in Sweden this summer. In July, local resident Jessica Hemlin  pho-

tographed a white moose that regularly visits her garden in Munkeda, which is also

in western Sweden.

Sweden has an estimated 400,000 moose, most of which are brown or black, the

newspaper reported. But  according to the BBC, about 100 of them are mostly white.

Some of them have albinism, in which the body doesn't produce a lot of melanin

pigment. But many more of the animals have a recessive gene that causes mostly

white fur interspersed with bits of brown.

According to National Geographic, the white colouring may be a form of natural

selection, as hunters choose not to shoot a white moose, thus in effect increasing

their numbers. Moose in Sweden have no natural predators apart from humans. 

Moose on the Loose

Reducing pollution on our roads The Royal Borough of Greenwich is

urging residents to sign up to the organ

donor register to help save more lives. 

In October, a cross-party group of 15

councillors passed a motion to support the

national “Yes I donate” campaign which

aims to raise awareness of the importance

of organ donation. They also pledged to

back the introduction of a nationwide

opt-out organ donation system. This would

mean that everybody is assumed to give

their consent for organ and tissue donation

unless they specifically opt out – the

opposite of the current system, where

people have to opt in.

It comes just a few months before a

private member’s bill to introduce a

nationwide opt-out organ donation is set to

be debated in the House of Commons.

Similar schemes are being introduced in

Wales and Scotland.  England’s transplant

consent rate is one of the lowest in Europe,

as many people do not discuss or record 

their wishes with their families.

Councillor David Gardner, Cabinet

Member for Health and Adult Social Care,

said: “Councillors felt that action should be

taken to help those on the waiting list for a

transplant, including the 17 people who are

currently waiting in Greenwich. 

“After all, if the soft opt-out system has

been successful in Wales and is set to be

introduced in Scotland – why shouldn’t

this also be the case in England? 

“We know that the gap between the

number of organs donated and the number

of people waiting for a transplant is just set

to widen and we hope to help bridge that

gap. I hope our motion will encourage the

government to bring about this timely

change nationally.” 

Three people die every day in the UK

while waiting for a transplant and many

others lose their lives before they even get

on to the transplant list. Just one donor can

save the lives of several people, restore the

sight of two others and improve the quality

of life for many more.
To sign up to the organ donation register,

visit www.organdonation.nhs.uk

A rare white moose is seen in Gunnarskog, Varmland, Sweden July 31, 2017.

Short-term Care*
At Leah Lodge and Rectory Court 

Care Homes in Blackheath, London

Ranging from a 2-week minimum stay – up to 6 weeks, 
our beautiful en-suite rooms, 24-hour care and safe 

and warm environments give total piece of mind.
For more information call our friendly teams at:

*subject to a care assessment to ensure individual care needs can be met.

Leah Lodge
0208 318 2272

Rectory Court
0208 297 5860

www.cinnamoncc.com

If you are looking for flexible, short-term care Leah Lodge 
and Rectory Court can provide a well earned break for 

carers and family members

      

John Roan’s ‘A’ Team!

Recently, ten Year 7 students from John

Roan School helped to complete a

project in Greenwich Park. As reported in

September’s WN,  a number of the park’s

mature Sweet Chestnut trees have started

contracting a slow-debilitating disease,

Phytophthora Cambivora or Sweet

Chestnut Ink Disease.

This disease could eventually kill the

Sweet Chestnuts by blocking the trees’ tiny

roots – important because they are used to

absorb moisture for the tree.

For two days, the students covered the

ground surrounding the Sweet Chestnut

trees with woodchip mulch. This helps to

organically stimulate the soil and increase

the beneficial micro-organisms and fungi

which help the trees to combat the disease. 

The park staff were very complimentary.

Michael Loughnane, who is the Assistant

Park Manager,  has even suggested another

project involving the students planting

bulbs and seeds in the Flower Garden. In

the words of staff-member Eliot Duncan:

“As we grow through the years at John

Roan, so too would our flowers.”

The Royal Borough of Greenwich is

taking part in a London-wide aware-

ness raising campaign which involves local

volunteers and council staff talking to

drivers about idling engines and its impact

on local air quality. 

Vehicle Idling Action is a London-wide

campaign that aims to reduce localised air

pollution caused by motorists who leave

their engines running when parked, or

when waiting for traffic lights to change.

Working on reducing emissions  and

high levels of nitrogen dioxide air, along

major roads in particular, is a key priority

for the Council. 

The Council’s Greener Greenwich

Strategy, launched in 2016, outlines the

actions the Council intends taking to tackle

climate change and air pollution across the

borough, which includes a number of  

local projects such as the introduction of a

Low Emission Neighbourhood in west

Greenwich last year.  Come along to the

Woolwich Centre on Thursday 2nd.

November, 9.30 - 11.30am to find out

more and how you can get involved.

Volunteers are wanted to go out with

Council and Transport for London staff to

engage with motorists in Woolwich Town

Centre about the benefits of turning their

engines off. If you want to be a Vehicle

Idling Action Champion, please email:

greener@royalgreenwich.gov.uk

Idling Action Events will also be taking

place in 15 other local authority areas with

teams of volunteers, local authority and

project staff working to educate both

motorists and pedestrians. The approach is

to invite drivers to join the campaign and

switch off their engines when parked. 
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MARKET PLACE
Please send ads for the Market Place with pay-

ment by the 10th day of the preceding month to: 

Marilyn Little, 163, Westcombe Hill, SE3 7DP 

8853 1312 Advertising@westcombesociety.org

ALL classified adverts 30p per word.  Please make cheques

payable to The Westcombe Society

ITALIAN TUITION Native Italian teacher offers  les-
sons at all levels.Preparation for GCSE,  A-LEVELS
courses, Grammar, Conversation Tel 07788 743371
MATHS & ENGLISH TUITION and preparation for
11+ and independent school selection tests by quali-
fied and experienced teacher.marystuition.com Mary
Bauckham 07709089838
mary.bauckham@gmail.com
SHOW YOUR COMPUTER WHO IS THE BOSS
Are you looking for some extra help working with
your computer? Need some help with your digital
photos, online shopping and the jargon? To discuss
the options, call Paul on 07958 251448 or email
paul.clayton@soulchip.co.uk
MATHEMATICS, PHYSICS AND PSYCHOLOGY
TUITION Ex Head of Department with 20 years
experience providing support through CE, GCSE, IB,
GCE/STEP and degree studies.  All boards and
levels.  SEND and G&T specialist.  Full access 
to all academic resources.  T:  07497 828247
E:  blackheathmaths@gmail.com
Website:  blackheathmaths.com
RUSSIAN TUITION. Russian-speaking university 
lecturer offers lessons at all levels (including 
university, business and conversation) in your
home/office. Tel.  07766 531401
SPANISH TUITION
all ages and levels, GCSE,  A levels , conversation,
literature, by Latinoamerican native speaker. Please
contact  Miguel at  migansiergut52@gmail.com or
Tel. 07910318513
NEED HELP WITH YOUR COMPUTER? 
Local technician provides home technical 

support & tuition. No job too small, all in your 
own home. Ring Glenn: 8473 4091
MULVIHILL ACADEMY OF IRISH DANCE
Adult and Child Irish Dance Classes available 
in the Blackheath area. Come along for a 
fun-all-in-one workout.  For more information 
call Rachel  on 07707 100521 
CHEMISTRY A LEVEL TUITION
by a qualified, successful teacher. Intensive, student-
centred, focused tuition offered, catering to your
needs, strengths and weaknesses. All boards.
Available to visit or accommodate in SE12.
Email:  chemsetutor@gmail.com 
Tel: 07941 126 072
SPANISH TUITION
I am an experienced Spanish teacher available for
individual or group lessons, GCSE or A Level.
Contact Cecilia Fontelles 
on 0770 2255325 or fontrod@hotmail.co.uk

BLACKHEATH VILLAGE:
RAFFLES DESIGNER WEAR.
10% OFF all non-sale goods

THE VERB SHOP 10 percent discount on all  
copywriting and content creation. Free 1 hour 
assessment of your marketing material.

GREENWICH:
NORTH POLE RESTAURANT
12.5% OFF Meals only for two

3D DIVING  10% discount on all scuba diving

courses.  Offer excludes scuba diving equipment.  

GREENWICH COMMUNICATION CENTRE

at 164 Trafalgar Road: 10% Discount on all

Computer Maintenance & Repairs (inc Tablets &

Smartphones) 

www.greenwichcc.com T: 02082692103

HUMBER ROAD:
BODYWORKZ - THE FITNESS CLINIC
109 Humber Road.10% OFF all treatments costing
£30 or more except Chiropody; exc.Saturdays.
ROYAL NEPALESE RESTAURANT
(Station Crescent) 20% OFF meals for two or more
Sunday - Thursday.
THE CURIOUS COMB
10% discount on services over £30 Weekdays
8am-10am, 2pm-4pm (excludes retail purchases).
CORIANDER RESTAURANT (Station Crescent)
25% off Sunday to Thursday.  Bookings only!

THE  STANDARD:
COTON & HAMBLIN - OPTICIANS
£65 off complete spectacles
KARAN CHEMIST 10% OFF Weds. only
BLACKHEATH EYECARE OPTICIANS 
20% off 2nd pair of spectacles. (Same prescrip-

tion). Not in conjunction with any other offer.
(Complete glasses start from £49.95 with single
vision lenses). 5% off contact lens solution and
accessories. https://www.blackheatheyecare.co.uk/
TROJAN PRESS 10% OFF all quotations

WESTCOMBE HILL
A * DRIVING SCHOOL  £5 discount on the price
of one x 2 hour lesson for WS members.
THE WONDER WOMEN NETWORK 10% discount

WESTCOMBE PARK ROAD
KAREN STOREY OF HOMESPACE offers mem-
bers 10% discount on decluttering & homestaging 
services 0844 846 5854  www.home-space.biz

PENINSULA
SHENDA FALVEY PERSONAL TRAINING &
BOOTCAMPS Free bootcamp session at
Greenwich Peninsula worth £10. Book to secure
place (excludes existing customers)
25% off first personal training session plus free
consultation  M: 07887 727 335
www.shendafalveypersonaltraining.com

MARK CHEESEMAN, LOCAL CARPENTER AND
JOINER WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.
All Aspects Of Carpentry and Construction Executed
Considerately and to a High Standard.  Both
Traditional and Contemporary Design Joinery -
Cupboards, Wardrobes, Floating Shelves Etc.  Sash
Window Overhaul.  If you have Rotten Window Sills,
Door Frames Etc. rather than replace them iith the
associated upheaval and expense, why not have a
Timber/Resin Repair?  Please Call Mark on
07767 456131 or H: 020 8854 4028.
S.S.D PLUMBING AND HEATING Friendly local
plumber available for free estimates and advice.  All
works undertaken, no job too small, from boilers to
bathroom suites, all works viewed within 24 hours, fully
insured and new work guaranteed. Call today on 07931
536533 or 8305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com
UPHOLSTERER SPECIALISING IN TRADITIONAL
UPHOLSTERY Www.suemayesupholstery.
net or phone 07932 040298
S.S.D DAMP PROOFING SPECIALISTS in the treat-
ment of RISING & PENETRATING damp. Repair/
renewal of rotten structural timbers as a result of damp.
Chemical injection and render using tried and tested
systems. Specialists in providing horizontal and vertical
barriers against damp/ water ingress. Please contact us
for a free consultation and written estimate. 
Mob:  07931 536 533    Land:  020 8305 1039
PUBBLE PLASTERING Need a  plasterer with
excellent references?  Work is of high standard.
Qualified C&G. Plastering-Rendering-
Plasterboarding - Repairs. Free quotes!  Call Alex on
07547 468459 / 0203 092 0684
pubbleplastering@googlemail.com
MALCOLM TIERNEY, CARPENTER 
Specialist in refurbishment, repair and replacement 
of sash windows.   0777 5657371
TYPEWRITER ENGINEER selling portables/repairs
Dinsdale Road Tel. 0208 488 2713 / 07376325107
LOCAL CARPET/OVEN CLEANER Specialist in
cleaning Carpets & Ovens, Upholstery & rugs.
Competitive rates.   Email: adam@carpetcrew.co.uk
M: 07828503132  http://www.carpetcrew.co.uk
DECORATING, ELECTRICS Plumbing and Property
Maintenance. Est, 25 years. References available.
Phil McNamara 8857 5480, mobile 07814 360862
A MAN AND A VAN Tel: 020  8858 3889 
Mobile: 07885 917842
REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS: School trousers, Blazer 
sleeves,shorter, Hems, Darts in dresses, and Jackets
relined etc. Call 07904 880 448
GREENWICH LONDON BLINDS your local made to
measure blinds and curtains company - Professional,
Reliable and Independent. Free quotes and friendly
advice. Please call Neil - 07795 087267 or email
hello@greenwichlondonblinds.com
WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING
Blackheath-window-cleaner.co.uk  07791 465052
T.TA ELECTRICS. NICEIC Approved Contractor,
Quality Tradesman. All electrical work undertaken,
Fully Insured & Guaranteed.  24HR EMERGENCY
ELECTRICAL. Please call Tony on 07961 509 40OR
020 84887425  OR  info@ttaelectrics.co.uk
S.S.D BUILDERS LTD.
Long established Building & Roofing Company avail-
able for free estimates & advice. ALL works under-
taken,  from guttering to Refurbishments.  All works
viewed within 24 hours, fully insured & new work is
guaranteed. Call us today on 07931 536533 or 0208
305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com
INTERIOR DECORATOR & CARPENTER with over 
20 years experience. A member of the guild of 
mastercraftsman. Free quotes & friendly advice on
all your decorating requirements. Local references
available.Tel. Ashley Greaves 8858 2981
ELECTRICIAN / ALARM ENGINEER  
No job too small TMIET registered. Call 0787 9011792
TRAINED CHIMNEY SWEEP & STOVE INSTALLER
Fast, friendly Happy to work!  Call Anthony on 07772
649577 or email: chimneymaintenance@gmail.com

GOOD RELIABLE HOST FAMILIES wanted for for-
eign students. For more info. please contact Lynne
on 01732 822649 or email sesgreenwich@aol.com

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE
Blackheath area, up to 150 people, Bar, disabled
access. Tel 07940 296290

WHITSTABLE WEEKENDS / WEEKS  Sea wall house
between Oyster Warehouse and Harbour. Sleeps 5.
Fantastic views. 8858 6578 or 013 04 367443

DEEP EMPATHIC COUNSELLING
Offered by 2 experienced BACP accredited lady
counsellors. Please call:020 8858 5969 or
email:bhhs@selondon.co.uk
BABYSITTER: GCSE STUDENT 
Weekends & school holidays, references available
£5.00 pr hr. Email: ibabysit.SE3@gmail.com
Bookings:  07946530053
GET YOUR BARS RUN! Activate 32 energy points.
£75 session.  Call Sasha 07889 755299

JEWELLERY AND WATCH REPAIRS AND 
VALUATIONS from Michele Franklin. British
Jewellers Association accreditation 07809 502 714
Michele@personaljewellerylondon.co.uk
PHONE/BROADBAND SOCKETS.
Improved Broadband speed plates, Fault Finding
Repairs, New Extensions, Tidying of cables. 25 yrs
BT, Insured. 07845 705900
SUNSHINE WINDOW CLEANING For a no-
obligation quote call Martin on 07821403577
AIR CONDITIONING & ELECTRICAL WORK
Fully qualified engineers CSCS  Tel: 07419 312547
PEST CONTROL SERVICES All types of pests dealt
with including fox control. Call John 0208 300 3496  
WESTCOMBE CLEANERS I'm a friendly, hard-
working & organised domestic cleaner. Regular or
single services. Competitive rates. Additional tasks. I
love my clients to be happy.  Phone 07746 291617
HOMEWORKS 
All-round handyman for those DIY’s you have no time for!
General repairs. Painting & Decorating. General Carpentry
and flooring. Flat-pack assembly. Patio and deck cleaning.
No job too small. Contact Matthew Barron 07903 388658
C.S. CARPENTRY-JOINERY
Decorating and all building work undertaken. Joseph 
McNamara 8857 5480, mob. 07947155366
HANDYMAN. Small works, furniture assembly, brick-
work, plastering, hard landscaping, fencing, paving,
small carpentry work, deliveries and light removals.
Call Chris Pepper: 07944680269
DRESSMAKER Specialist in Special occasion wear,
Bespoke wedding dresses and alterations with over
25 years experience. Bookings in advance on
07904880448

(See http//www.westcombesociety.org

105 WESTCOMBE HILL  ref 17/3247/F

Replace existing wooden windows with uPVC win-

dows at front, sides and rear.. Replace rear door

TREE WORKS

15 GLENLUCE ROAD  ref 17/3676/TC 

Fell holly

2 BEACONSFIELD ROAD  ref 17/3678/TC

Fell evergreen oak and re-pollard ash & 3 lime trees 

68 BEACONSFIELD ROAD  ref 17/3605/TC

Reduce hawthorn and plum by 30% in front garden 

69 MYCENAE ROAD  ref 17/3611/TC

In rear, prune overhanging sycamore branches from

27 Glenluce Road & branches from 67 Mycenae Rd

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

HAVE YOU GOT THE SKILLS –
OR TIME – FOR DIY?

Or is it all just such an effort! 
If that’s your problem, I can solve it!

*  Decorating including preparation, painting
wall-papering, and special finishes.  

*  Re- hanging doors and putting up shelving.
*  Re-laying floors-lino, wood laminates and

ceramics.  
*  Domestic Electrical work.
*  Plumbing - taps, showers,radiators and 

external.  
*  Garden revival and maintenance  

Need help with any of these?  

Please call 
Tony: 0208 856 9398  M: 07961 540836 

http://www.tonysdiy.com/

ACCOMMODATION

ROOMS FOR HIRE

HOLIDAYS

PERSONAL CARE & THERAPY

SERVICES & TRADE

TUITION

BUY LOCAL!
Discounts available on production  

of  your Westcombe Society 

membership card.
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At Beanstalk we believe that life is better

when everyone can read well and express

themselves with confidence.   That’s why

we recruit, train and support volunteers to

work in local schools with children who

have fallen behind with their reading abil-

ity and confidence.  Beanstalk reading

helpers volunteer with children on a one-

to-one basis, giving them consistent sup-

port to improve their reading ability,

increase their overall self-confidence and

help give them the vital literacy skills they

need to succeed in school and life.   

For more information and to get

involved, go to

www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk or call 020

729 4087.     

BEANSTALK



ALL  EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE  TO:

Neville Grant, The Editor
wnews@westcombesociety.org 
Tel. 020 8858 8489

ALL MATERIAL TO BE SENT TO:
wnews@westcombesociety.org

Deadline for the February
issue:   16th January

Environment Editor: Maggie
Gravelle
Sub-editor: Annie Grey
Reporters:  You!

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
Emily Norton 020 8853 2756 
environment@westcombesociety.org

DISTRIBUTION Emily Norton and
volunteers.To volunteer, please phone 

020 8853 2756 , we need your help!

ADVERTISING MANAGER
Marilyn Little, 163 Westcombe 
Hill,   SE3 7DP  020 8853 1312 

Advertising@westcombesociety.org

All adverts payable in advance by
cheque to The Westcombe Society.  
DISPLAY: Single column 6cm x 6cm:
One - four issues £35, five-plus issues £30
each.   Other sizes: please inquire. 
Classified Ads (Market Place) 30p per word
(A telephone number = one word.  An email/
web address = 3 words.)  Deadline for all

adverts is 10th day of the preceding month.

Printed by:  Trojan Press

Contact the Westcombe Society:
WestcombeNews@egroups.com
Publisher: The Westcombe Society

Chairman: Marilyn Little Tel. 020 8853 1312

JOIN THE WESTCOmBE SOCIETY! 

Please send  to: Christine Legg,  69

mycenae Road,   London, SE3 7SE

Name........................................................

Address...................................................

.................................................................

Tel..........................................................

Email: ................................................

Please enclose payment as appropriate: 

Family membership            £12   [  ]

Individual membership        £8 [  ]

Senior Citizens/unwaged      £4   [  ]

COMMUNITY
The Westcombe Society’s

Christmas Bazaar

From: G. Bailey  Westcombe Park Rd.

The only known contemporary

picture of Jane Austen (Right)

can be seen in the  National 

Portrait Gallery. However, it

bears very little resemblance 

to what appears on the new 

£10 note. Does this mean the 

£10 notes are forgeries? Or

is the Treasury trying to 

“airbrush” Ms Austen,

and reinforce stereotypical 

views of female beauty? At least

Darwin looked like Darwin!

From:  D Reed

I'm fed  up with the remoaners like N Grant in the

October edition of the WN completely ignoring the

democratic vote by 17.5 million people,  ignoring the

lies of the remain side. 

I voted leave, anybody who thought that the politi-

cians were going to give £350 million a week to the

NHS was living in cloud cuckoo land, l only hope

when we leave the EU  a decent chunk of this money

will go to the NHS. If we had another referendum, and

leave won, would we have to have a third?
Ed: We welcome a rational discussion on this important

national issue. Many consider that the real ‘moaners’

were those who voted for Brexit, but the fact is that

name-calling by either side is really no substitute for

rational argument. Please see the book review on p. 4.

From: Mary Mills   Humber Road

In the November issue of the WN Malcolm Scott

Hardy says in his interesting article on General Gordon

that there is no memorial to  him in Greenwich.

However, - er -  what about Woolwich’s Gordon

Square?

By popular demand, St John’s Church

are putting on their Christmas Nativity

Walkabout again this year –  it will be on

Saturday 9th Dec starting at 3.00pm.

This is a real community event: two

local school choirs are singing, local

traders and residents are some of the

actors, and we will have a live donkey plus

three live sheep from Woodland’s Farm in

Shooters Hill. 

We start outside St John’s Church with

the beginning of the Christmas story.  Like

the three wise men (or the three Kings) we

then follow a ‘star’ to the British Oak Pub. 

As we arrive at the Oak, the landlady will

come out to say there is no room in the

inn, just as it occurred in Bethlehem.   

We then proceed to Blackheath Library,

as angels, shepherds and kings will appear

above the shops.  Finally, we go back to

the church – and there, allelujah!  is a

stable, with Mary, Joseph and baby!  

We see the whole event lasting around

an hour.  Children are warmly welcome to

come dressed up as an angel, king, sheep

etc.  Our web address for further

details:  stjohnsblackheath.org.uk

Jane Beswetherick

WANTED! 
More volunteers to help with Westcombe

Society community events, & to distribute

the WN, both “|regulars” (half an hour ten

times a year!) and “reserves”.    Please

phone 8853 2756 if you would like to help.

WESTCOMBE NEWS

Letters Any views expressed are not necessarily those of either the

Westcombe Society, or the Westcombe News.

HOST UK arranges for 

international students       

to enjoy a day, weekend 

or three-night stay with     

British hosts in the UK. We need 

volunteer hosts to offer this service over the   

Christmas period and  show our international 

students what  a warm British welcome can 

mean. If the prospect appeals to you please 

go to http://visits/hostuk.org/  

Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost

website: www.hostuk.org

 ST LUKE’S PLAYERS with  

WINNERS of “CHARLTON’S 
GOT TALENT” 

CHRISTMAS 
CRACKER 

CABARET EVENING 

FRIDAY 8th DEC. 2017 
7pm for 7.30pm 

ST RICHARD’S CHURCH  CENTRE 
Swallowfield Road, Charlton SE7 7NR 

TICKETS:  £13  (£7 Children) 
 to include FISH & CHIP SUPPER  

BRING OWN ALCOHOL – SOFT DRINKS ON SALE 
   

BOOK FOOD BY 6th Dec 8856 7373
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PHOTO: Penny Player

PHOTO: Penny Player

PHOTO: Chris ClarkMany thanks to all those who took

photographs of the Christmas Bazaar.

Sorry that we couldn’t include all of

them!  These  photographs  reeally

succeeded in capturing the happy

atmosphere of the occasion.

The WN welcomes photographs, so

do please keep them coming in, if 

possible with suitable captions

attached.

Music, colour, jollity - what

more could one want?

Christmas 

Nativity

Walkabout


