
T
he Controlled Parking Zone review

that has just been distributed pro-

poses that roads that have asked to

be included in the extended controlled

parking area will have Permit and ‘Pay and

Display’ instead of the 'Two Hours Free' as

in the existing   controlled bays.  

The Westcombe Society, like

others thought that the consultation

in December 2015 only asked

about extending the extent of the 'Two

hours free'  bays and or times/days of

controls.  Many residents presumably

responded on this basis.    

The current proposal does not suggest

changing the existing 2 hour bays but does

propose Permits combined with ‘Pay and

Display’ in a number of roads/parts of

roads not already included in the controls

(Coleraine, Hardy, Beaconsfield, Ingleside

Grove, Mycenae Road, Vanbrugh Park, St

Johns Park, Invicta and Old Dover Road).       

We wonder if those residents who

wanted to be included in the control areas

still want this if it is Permit/‘Pay and

Display’ rather than 'Two hours free.’ 

The proposals also suggest

splitting the existing zone into

smaller chunks and introducing

‘Pay and Display’, with the first

30 minutes free outside the Old Dover

Road shops.  

We would like to urge ALL residents to

respond to the new proposals.  Residents

should have received the consultation

material which provides space to make

clear exactly what you want in your street.

Make sure you have your say by replying

before the deadline of 16th Sept..[See also

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/westcombepark cpz]

WestcombeNEWS

The Westcombe Society Christmas Bazaar IS BACK! 26th November at Invicta School.
Please contact info@westcombesociety.org for craft table bookings or ring 020 8853 1312.

A community newspaper commended by the London Forum of Amenity and Civic Societies
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Mycenae Soup

- again!

Bobby Furber

We are sorry to report the death on

29th June of Frank Robert Furber

(known to all as Bobby).  He had

reached the great age of 95 and

enjoyed a long and very useful life. He

was Chair of the Blackheath Society

from 1969-1989 and gave hugely to the

Society and to local people generally. 

Terry Grant

We are very sorry to report that our

popular ex-policeman who ran the

weekly film club at Mycenae House

died in July following a stroke.  

Juliet writes: “The Cinema evening

he ran in Mycenae House was a

pleasure for Terry to run and I know he

enjoyed the company and enthusiasm

of all who joined him on Wednesday

evenings. Films were a part of Terry's

enjoyment of life and he welcomed the

chance to share this with other filmgo-

ers.” His funeral took place in August.

The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning 

Every September the Westcombe

Society raises money for Macmillan

Cancer Support at this, one of our most

successful and enjoyable events.  Our

aim is to raise £1,000 for Macmillan

on this one day.  Do come and help us

to achieve this by joining us for coffee

or lunch on Friday 30th September,

when we will be selling  drinks,

sandwiches and cakes, all freshly made

and donated by a band of volunteers.

There will also be a cake stall, and

also a Raffle with a generous Cash

First  Prize and many other prizes.  If

you cannot come on the day please buy

Raffle Tickets in advance in Mycenae

House. Hope to see you there!

The Chrysanthemum Tea

The Westcombe Society is already

laying plans for events in October,

including this very popular event:

The Chrysanthemum Tea for Senior

Citizens is on Sat.15th Oct.  2pm to

4pm in  Mycenae House. Invites will

be going out in September.  If you

don’t receive your invite or would like

to come along for the first time, please

contact Caroline Owens on 020 8853

0948.    If you would like to make

cakes for our guests, these are always

gratefully received. Please contact

Joanne on 07709 571777.

Autumn Quiz night

The ever popular Autumn Quiz is on

Friday 21st October 7.30pm for 8pm in

Mycenae House: tables of six, or come

along and make up a team and meet

neighbours and make new friends.

£5.00 members, £6.00 non-members.

Fish & Chip or Chicken & Chip

Suppers can be ordered when booking

at £6.00.  Just chips at £2.00.

Please contact Caroline Owens on 020

8853 0948 to book your table and

supper.  Please book by 15th October.

Do we really want Pay & Display

parking in Westcombe Park?

Which was the Remain Team, and which the Leave? Who cares, as long as we

pull together!  A scene from the Westcombe Society’s Family Summer Picnic.

“We were very lucky with the weather,” said Marilyn Little. “It poured

before and poured after but we had some sunshine in between. Loads for the

children to do, the rat was smacked and the coconuts got a seeing to. The

traditional games proved popular and the odd glass of Pimms was consumed.

Many thanks to Emily and Jody for organising it all.”

Come on, Girls!

PHOTO: Marilyn Little

Westcombe Society events

The London Bridges Walk 
on Sunday, 18th Sept., to raise money for Macmillan

Cancer Support.  It costs £10 to register to walk 

and we hope everyone will find some sponsorship 

too – but this is not compulsory. 

To register,  or to sponsor a walker, 

please ring Caroline on 8853 0948.  See also page 2.   

Macmillan Biggest Coffee Morning

in the World
Friday 30th September 10.00am to 2.00pm, 

in Mycenae House, Mycenae Road.

Please come along and support the Biggest Coffee

Morning in the world and help us raise funds for

Macmillan.  Come for a mid-morning Coffee, Tea 

and cakes – or  a lunchtime sandwich.

And don’t forget to buy  raffle tickets!

Generous prizes.

If you would like to help and or make a cake/cakes, 

please contact Caroline Owens on 020 8853 0948.

T
his autumn, Mycenae House once

again presents its innovative

micro–funding event, Mycenae

Soup, which supports the development

of small local charities. This pop up fun

dining experience will take place on

Friday 18th November 2016 in the

Ballroom at Mycenae House.

The simple but effective event sees a

number of local people present their

charitable initiatives that need funding

for diners to vote on. It is supported by

catering companies and restaurants from

the area with delicious culinary delights

(not just soup!)  All the money raised

from ticket sales goes to the chosen

charity on the night.

Last October’s inaugural event raised

£1279 for the Mental Health Activity

Trust, a small charity shop in Delacourt

Road which provides employment

opportunities for people with Mental

Health issues. 

The event also saw the successful

launch of other initiatives that have gone

on to make a national impact.  Notable

among these is Miss Libby Rose’s Pink

Bus Project which was picked up by

shopping giant Hobby Craft: her project

now sees children all-round the country

learning sewing and communication

skills on the funkiest pink bus ever. 

This coming November, Mycenae

House will again encourage the local

community to come and dine with them,

have some fun, be entertained and

support the work of local charities. 

The call out for charities to register

their ideas opens from 5th September

and the tickets for diners go on sale also

from the 5th September. 

Anyone interested in presenting an

idea for consideration should contact

Mycenae House on 02088581749 or

info@mycenaehouse.co.uk for an

application form and further information.

A
re you a local not for profit

project looking to make a positive

impact in your community? We

could help with funding! Ask us for the

information sheet and application form by

calling 0208 858 1749 or emailing

info@mycenaehouse.co.uk. 

Our aim is to stimulate small but effective

ideas from local people that make a posi-

tive contribution to our community.  

Last year we had an array of ideas,

from training for hospital radio DJ’s,

sewing workshops for girls, learning

development for children living with

autism, theatre workshops for kids to

gardening projects for local people.   

Again we are looking for exciting

ideas that we can help kick start, and we

also welcome ideas from new and

fledgling initiatives.

You don’t need to be a registered

charity but you do need to be not for

profit and of benefit to the communities

in the ward of Blackheath & Westcombe.

You will need a bank account as well as

someone to present your ideas to an

audience of diners.

If you would like help or advice on your

ideas and about applying please give us

a call on 0208 858 1749

Note to charitable projects looking for funding:

Emily Norton

Mark

Johnson-Brown



Letters 

All  editoriAl  correspondence  to:

neville Grant, The Editor
wnews@westcombesociety.org 
Tel. 020 8858 8489

All MAteriAl to Be sent to:
wnews@westcombesociety.org

deadline for the october
issue:   16th September

environment editor: Maggie
Gravelle
What’s on: Barbara Ward
reporters:  The community – that
means you!

environMent coMMittee
emily norton All queries and 
comments to: 020 8853 2756 
environment@westcombesociety.org

distriBution emily norton and

volunteers.
Volunteer distributors please phone 
020 8853 2756 , we need your help!

AdvertisinG MAnAGer
Marilyn little, 163 Westcombe 
Hill,   se3 7dp  020 8853 1312 

Advertising@westcombesociety.org

All adverts payable in advance by
cheque to the Westcombe society.  
displAY: Single column 6cm x 6cm:
One - four issues £35, five-plus issues £30
each.   Other sizes: please inquire. 
classified Ads (Market Place) 30p per word
(A telephone number = one word.  An email/
web address = 3 words.)  Deadline for all

adverts is 10th day of the preceding month.

printed by:  trojan press

contact the Westcombe society:

Westcombenews@egroups.com
publisher: The Westcombe Society

chairman: Marilyn Little
Tel. 020 8853 1312

The views expressed in the Westcombe
News are not necessarily those of the
Westcombe Society or of the Editor. 
We take all reasonable precautions  to pro-
tect the interests of our readers by ensuring
as far as possible the bona fides of our
advertisers but cannot accept any responsi-
bility for them. Any complaints should be
addressed to the advertiser.

To access back-numbers (in colour) go to:
www.westcombesociety.org/westcombe-news/

Westcombe Society’s Blog:
http://westcombe.blogspot.com

WESTCOMBE NEWS

Westcombe society membership

please send this membership form to: 

christine Legg,  69 mycenae road,

London, se3 7se

Name...........................................................

Address.......................................................

.....................................................................

tel................................................................

email: ........................................................

Please enclose payment as appropriate: 

Family membership                £12    [  ]

individual membership            £8 [  ]

senior citizens/unwaged          £4    [  ]
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COMMUNITY

Any views expressed are personal, and are not necessarily those of the Westcombe

Society or the WN. Please give address & telephone number; these will not be printed.

From: Lesley Abdela               Sussex

I have written to Greg Clarke MP,  the new

Minister for Business, Energy and Industrial

Strategy, a letter suggesting that, with Brexit,

it's an ideal time for a new Great Exhibition.

The Great Exhibition in 1851 was the first

international exhibition of manufactured

products: “Enormous excursion trains daily

poured their thousands into the city...

Throughout the season... it was like.. a gigantic

picnic... large numbers of work people received

holidays for the purpose...”

Queen Victoria wrote in her journal on May

1st 1851 about her feelings on the day that she

opened the Great Exhibition:

'This day is one of the greatest and most

glorious of our lives... It is a day which makes

my heart swell with thankfulness... The Park

presented a wonderful spectacle, crowds

streaming through it, - carriages and troops

passing... The Green Park and Hyde Park were

one mass of densely crowded human beings, in

the highest good humour... before we neared

the Crystal Palace, the sun shone and gleamed

upon the gigantic edifice, upon which the flags

of every nation were flying...  

‘The tremendous cheering, the joy expressed

in every face, the vastness of the building, with

all its decoration and exhibits, the sound of the

organ... all this was indeed moving.’

Ed: Great idea, Lesley. Time to replace the

“In Xanadu did Kubla Khan

“A stately pleasure-dome decree . . .”

Dome, aka the O2, with a Crystal Palace, the

site of the Great Exhibition of 1851?  It

should be noted that  manufacturing is still a

very significant proportion of the UK’s

economy  – more or less the same as in the

US and France; the UK  is still the eighth

biggest manufacturing economy in the world.

From: Malcom Scott-Hardy  St Johns Park

How often can we reasonably expect the Royal

Borough of Greenwich to clean our streets? In

St John's Park we would seem to be lucky if it's

two or three times a year. The last time seems

to have been just before London Marathon. 

The pavements are covered and the gutters

filled with dried leaves that after rain turn into a

slippery and soggy mulch that blocks the

drainage grates. A seemingly abandoned car at

the end of the road was surrounded by leaves

and rubbish until at long last it was removed.

The Royal Borough should at least (as in some

other towns I have known) serve notice that

cars be removed from each side of the road

prior to cleaning, as happens for the Marathon.

From:  Peter McNamara     Greenwich

The WN repeatedly argues that “The devil is in

the diesel”.   Our friends from across the pond

are taking this seriously. More than 40 percent

of the 9.5 million medium and heavy-duty

diesel commercial trucks in operation in the US

are now equipped with newer technology clean

diesel engines, according to analyses carried

out by the Diesel Technology Forum (DTF).

The US can do this, why not the UK?

From: G Bailey      Westcombe Park Road

Many thanks to John Copier for an excellent

summary of the issues that have confronted

John Roan School over the past year.

One thing missing from his report: exactly

how did the huge deficit occur?  He says:

“further clarity would be welcomed.”  Further

clarity is surely not just to be welcomed, but

necessary.

The questions that arise include: how is it that

the local authority allowed such a deficit to

occur?   Isn’t it the business of the school gov-

ernors to monitor such issues, and  recommend

appropriate action to avoid  such a deficit?   

Or is there just a quiet assumption that the

Local Authority will always bail schools out? 

www.headstart.it

Locals are frequently accosted by

visitors wondering where they are.

For example:  “Excuse me, do you know

the way to the car pound?” they ask. (It’s

at the bottom of Westcombe  Hill. Let’s

hope that you never need to look for it

yourself!)

And all-too-often those who are

beguiled into getting on the 386 bus,

marked “To Blackheath”, in order to get

to the village are whisked for several miles

in the opposite direction  – via Greenwich:

the scenic route?  

Thanks to the efforts of the Blackheath

Standard Village Group we now have a

finger post giving directions from the

Royal Standard to local areas. Thanks also

to the Royal Borough of Greenwich for

adding an RBG touch to the post. It all

looks splendid.  

Following the closure in June of the

Royal Borough’s newspaper Greenwich

Time (called “a rag” in Newsshopper) the

Council has announced a new fortnightly

publication, called Greenwich Info – to be

used primarily for Statutory Adverts such

as planning applications.

Accused of being mere “propaganda”,

Greenwich Time has been closed down by

the Council following  a Government-

initated legal action, alleging that the paper

did not comply with the  Local Authority

Publicity  Code.

A court case was something the Council

was keen to avoid, as it would have cost 

local taxpayers  hundreds of thousands of

pounds. But a Council spokesperson has

pointed out that  “All Councils are required

to communicate with their residents, and

placing statutory adverts in local papers is

very expensive.”  

Leader of the Council Cllr. Denise

Hyland said that placing ads in alternative

newspapers  would have cost an additional

£250,000 a year. It is also argued that not

everyone has access to local papers.      

Opposition councillors have ‘called-in’

the decision for scrutiny, calling

Greenwich Info “completely shameless”.

But it is not clear how else the Council can

inform residents of planning applications

and other important information on social

housing etc. in a timely way. 

The Westcombe News is looking for

more editorial assistance.  Interested in

finding out more? Ring Neville Grant on

0208 858 8489.  No more enjoyable or

better way of engaging with the local

community!  Training provided, too.

The last two journalists to work in Fleet

Street - Gavin Sherriff and Darryl

Smith of the Dundee-based Sunday Post,

departed on August 5th.  So Fleet Street,

as the home of British  newspapers since

1702 with the Daily Courant, is no more.

So no more hacks at Ye Olde Cock Tavern

- just accountants and bankers. Lunchtime

O’Booze would turn in his grave.

Now,where am I?DON’T FEEL LEFT OUT, COME AND

JOIN THE TEAM ……  YOU WILL 

BE MOST WELCOME.

Once again a Westcombe Society team is participating in The London Bridges Walk

on Sunday, 18th September, to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support.  This

enjoyable walk starts at London Bridge and crosses each bridge, stopping halfway at

Victoria Gardens for a picnic lunch.  You can either walk the whole distance of 15 miles

or just choose the 7 mile option; whatever you choose the route is suitable for those in

wheelchairs or pushing baby buggies too.  It costs £10 to register to walk and we hope

everyone will find some sponsorship too but this is not compulsory.  Just ring Caroline

Owens on 0208 853 0948 for further details or to register to join the team.

Newspaper news

In the referendum, the Royal Borough of

Greenwich voted in favour of remaining

in the EU by 65,248 votes to 52,117; and

the Greenwich and Woolwich constituency

voted overwhelmingly in favour by 32,806

votes to 15,809.  In our ward (Blackheath

& Westcombe) about 71% voted to

remain. Commenting on the result, our

MP, Matthew Pennycook, said:

“The referendum result is probably the

most disastrous single event in British

history since the Second World War.”

At a recent public meeting he held in

Woolwich, Matthew pointed out that while

he respected the result and accepted that it

creates a democratic imperative for the UK

to leave the EU, he did not rule out the

possibility that a further referendum, on

the basis of a pre-negotiated proposed new

relationship with Europe  – or a fresh

democratic mandate – could supersede the

decision made on 23rd June.” 

Were EU In or Out?

Westcombe News

Fleet Street RIP

A sign of the times.

PHOTO: Marilyn Little
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LOCAL NEWS  

E-business support 

End of the line for Enderby Appeal

Is education happening?

The Royal Greenwich e-business support

programme is celebrating its second

year of partnership working between the

council and South East Enterprise (SEE).

The programme welcomes new 

businesses to sign up and take advantage of

its  free services. It helps local businesses to

capitalise on the digital environment by

adopting e-business practices. This includes

training and support all aspects.

The programme has helped many small

businesses across the Royal Borough

increase sales turnover in excess of £8m

since it started, creating 75 new jobs on the

back of using e-business practices, and

safeguarding nearly 500 jobs.

One of the businesses that has benefitted

is Eat Sleep Love Ltd, an appointment only

baby and nursery boutique providing a wide

range of baby products, ranging from

furniture to travel systems. 

Speaking from the company, Andrew

Slater said “We needed an effective way to

communicate with our customers, and the

e-business programme has enabled us to

develop critical e-business skills.”

Richard Tacagni of London Property

Licensing, an information resource for

landlords and letting agents, said:  

“With support and encouragement from

South East Enterprise, my company just

celebrated its first birthday; we recently

won an award for Best Service Provider in

the Private Rented Sector 2016.”

SEE are holding an evening event at the

Woolwich Centre Gallery on 29th Sept,

from 6.00pm to 8.30pm.Ring 8305 2666.

For details visit

ww.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/e-business

This was, of course, the defeat of the Spanish Armada in the summer 1588. Two

maritime scenes in the background depict the defeat of the Armada, while the mermaid

on the queen’s chair of state symbolizes sailors lured to their destruction. Intriguingly,

both views are very early 18th-century repaintings over late-16th-century originals.  The

portrait may have been owned by Sir Francis Drake, who was Vice-Admiral of the

English fleet. The picture has been owned by his descendants since at least 1775.

An appeal launched to save this portrait for the nation raised  £10.3m. An Art Fund

appeal generated £1.5m from 8,000 private donations. The Heritage Lottery Fund gave

£7.4m; the Art Fund and Royal Museums Greenwich were major donors. The Linbury

Trust, the Garfield Weston  Foundation and the Headley Trust also contributed.

The picture will go on show at the Queen's House in Greenwich  in October.

"I know I have the body of a weak and feeble woman, 

but I have the heart and stomach of a king, and a king of

England too, and think foul scorn that Parma or Spain, 

or any prince of Europe should dare to invade 

the borders of my realm…"

Saved: the   

Armada  

Portrait of

Elizabeth 1

Elizabeth the First

was Queen of

England and Ireland

from 1558 until her

death in 1603. The

Armada Portrait was

painted when she was

in her fifties, and this

picture commemo-

rates the most famous

conflict in her reign.

Education means the process by which children are led to acquire deep knowledge 

and deep insights to prepare for their adult lives:  about how people tick, about 

themselves, about the history which led to where we are today, about the natural world, 

science, technology and the computerizing of information.  

Cramming means memorizing things superficially, 

quickly – in short term memory – to pass an exam.  

The P E R (Education Renewal Group) was founded in 1993 

to try to ban cramming in schools and get back to genuine education.

For more details contact philosophyper@aol.com

HAVE YOU MADE
YOUR WILL?

PETER BOWYER
PROFESSIONAL WILL WRITING SERVICES

Member of The Society of Will Writers and

The Institute of Professional Will Writers

Single/Double Wills

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Home Visits

Freephone 0800 389 7387

Visit:…www.londonwills.com

The Royal Borough is looking to local

residents and businesses to help shape

its new Sharing Cities programme in East

Greenwich and Greenwich Peninsula.

The council is working with the Mayor

of London to deliver the EU-funded

programme, which looks at how new

‘smart’ measures, and solutions can be

adopted to improve the area. 

The council has Smart City status and

the programme has been adopted as part of

this strategy.   Ideas being considered as

part of the programme include new types

of transport like electric vehicles and

bikes, data sensors to collect information

such as traffic counters, and measures to

reduce energy consumption such as new

energy efficient street lights – and the

council is seeking the views of local

people to help with these smart measures.  

Hearing the views of local residents

and businesses is crucial for the success of

the programme. To start this process, the

council is looking for volunteers who live

or work in East Greenwich or Greenwich

Peninsula to help shape the programme.

Those interested in becoming a volunteer

can complete a short survey (no more

than 10 minutes), available via www.roy-

algreenwich.gov.uk/sharingcities

The Vanbrugh NHS

Community Pain

Management Clinic has

won the Gruenenthal

2016 Pain Award

(Patient Benefit section) worth £5,000. The

clinic, led by GP pain specialist, Dr Ellen

Wright, treats patients suffering chronic

pain and multi-morbidity. 

It now works with Kairos Rehabilitation

Trust, a small medical charity providing

therapies and social activities which begin

to address the many issues that commonly

hinder patients making progress. 

The aims of the clinic are to improve the

person’s clinical condition and overall

circumstances by addressing all their

pressing needs, thereby reducing

unnecessary hospital appointments.

The Kairos method involves one-to-one

therapies combined with social activities

have included a weekly choir and music

group, gardening, craft work with felting,

jewellery and card making, story-telling 

and puppetry. Patients are also offered

personal support in various ways, includ-

ing form-filling and support in tribunals. 

As patients get better, they become

important examples of helpers for each

other. Links with the local community are

also facilitated by patients and ex-patients.

Kairos’ approach to rehabilitation in

chronic pain and fibromyalgia will be

explained by Dr David McGavin and

eurythmy therapist, Ingrid Hermansen, at

two public talks for patients and relatives: 

Monday 12th September at 2.00pm and

Tuesday 13th September at 2.00 pm at

Kairos Rehabilitation, Forum at

Greenwich, Trafalgar Road, Greenwich ,

SE10 9EQ  Further information at

www.kairosrehabilitation.org.uk or tel.

07712 810 108. 

Pain

clinic  

success 

Shaping the future of E. Greenwich

BHS’s new Sixth Form Centre Opens

B
lackheath High School was

delighted to welcome visitors,

parents, staff and students to the

official opening of its newly refurbished

Sixth Form Centre, when Helen Fraser,

Chief Executive of the Girls’ Day School

Trust (GDST) cut the ribbon to announce

the official opening of Westcombe House. 

The refurbishment has been designed to

inspire a mature, pre-university atmosphere

and create a truly contemporary study

environment for  Sixth Form students.  

The Head, Mrs Chandler-Thompson is

understandably delighted with the results

of the refurbishment which forms Phase 1

of the school’s redevelopment. Westcombe

House is equipped with the latest interac-

tive projector technology, versatile class-

room furniture and special “break-out”

spaces to encourage the girls to develop

independent and collaborative learning

The school is now commencing with the

major phase of its site redevelopment.  The

main contract has been awarded to Rooff

Construction (enquiries@rooff.co.uk).

Rooff construction took possession of the

site at the beginning of the school summer

holidays and is preparing buildings for

demolition while allowing the school to

still be able to operate in the Autumn term. 

The whole redevelopment is scheduled to

complete in September 2018. Rooff will be

holding regular meetings with the school

and residents to ensure the school can

continue to operate, and disruption for

neighbours is kept to a minimum.

Aclaim for a Judicial Review of the

council’s decision to grant planning

permission for the Enderby Wharf devel-

opment in 2015 was dismissed by the

High Court on August 3rd. An application

for permission  to appeal against the

judgement was refused.

As reported in June’s WN, the claimant

was granted permission to bring the claim

earlier this year on the grounds that the

Council had (allegedly) failed to require

an assessment of the cumulative effects

of the proposed development on air quality

in the immediate area.

The High Court dismissed the claim,

finding that the 2015 decision made by the

Royal Borough of Greenwich was not

unlawful and the Royal Borough had

properly taken into account the cumulative

effects on air quality.

Cllr Danny Thorpe, Deputy Leader of

the Royal Borough of Greenwich and

Cabinet Member for Regeneration and

Sustainability said “The Council followed

due process relating to this planning

application at all times, including seeking

independent reports on specific technical

areas such as air quality. Our decision was

endorsed by the Mayor of London.

“At the time of the planning decision in

2015, the Mayor of London confirmed that

measures put in place by the Royal

Borough were satisfactory .....

“The Council understands that a number

of local people feel passionately about

Enderby Wharf. We have always sought to

listen to their opinions at all times and will

now ensure that the conditions and

obligations put in place by the planning

board are honoured by the developer.”
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The Department of Music at

Goldsmiths is committed “to

all types of music from classical to

world and popular.”

For those adventurous souls who

like to venture into minimalism, a

CD entitled Goldsmiths, and record-

ed at Goldsmiths in August last year,

has recently been released by the

label Another Timbre, based in

Sheffield and founded by Simon

Reynall,  who specialises in this area

of music.  

The website of Another Timbre

notes that “The softer you whisper,

the closer other people have to listen.

This is true enough in everyday

conversation, but is  powerfully

illustrated by the British composer

Frank Denyer.”

The Plains Pokot, (part of the

Kalenjin group) live mainly in

remote areas of north-west Kenya.

Denyer notes that they  sing more

“potent” songs more softly, “and

very significant texts, such as those

of the cattle songs composed by each

individual adult male, were sung in a

whisper.” 

Yes, they are cow-whisperers, not

horse whisperers, in Pokot-land.

To catch the most important song,

you have to listen hard.  This applies

to Denyer’s own music—especially

his composition Whispers and his

Prison Trilogy.

The same applies to at92, the CD

Goldsmiths which includes three

great new works by Jurg Frey, Sarah

Hughes and John Lely. Also on the

CD is an extended improvisation by

a gifted group of performers:

Angharad Davies, Rhodri Davies,

Michael Duch, Lina Lapelyte, John

Lely and John Tilbury.   

This is the kind of music where

you really need to listen to the

silences, the pauses, as much as the

sounds; it is haunting, and hypnotic.

The best the music critic of the WN

can do is to  recommend that  you

listen to extracts on YouTube.
Youtube extracts - Sarah Hughes:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHlVi

TcY4mo

- group improvisation:  https://www.

youtube.com/watch?v=bW1bs-FCLq0

More details of the label:: www.another-

timbre.com/ goldsmiths.html

The sounds of silence

Off to University in the Autumn?

A one-to-one cooking tuition session for your young 

person says ‘well done’ and also…please eat some 

nutritious meals whilst you’re away!

know your onions is a small cooking tuition company 

run by local mum, Pat Slattery. We love coaching young

people to cook nutritious, tasty and modern dishes.Take

a look at our website and get a gift voucher for your

grown up-baby! knowyouronions.cooking

Totally Thames Festival

50 Bedtime 
Stories to

Inspire Girls

I really liked how the book

explained what each lady did or

when she was born or when she

died. I also loved the illustrations

they were bold, bright and they

popped with colour. I think this

was a great book and recommend it

to girls 6+ and would totally read

the second book if there ever was

one.

My favourite woman was

Germaine Greer because she wrote

for magazines about women’s

equality. The reason I liked her is

because I like making magazines

myself. 

I also liked J.K. Rowling

because she wrote the Harry Potter

books and I really like them.

In my opinion I think that there 

shouldn’t be any royals that didn’t

do very much because the only

reason they became famous was

because they were a royal.

50 Bedtime Stories to Inspire Girls  

By: Lisa Hill 

Illustrated by: Vlada Repeykova

Reviewed by: Daisy Hole Aged 7

Book 

Review

JRJAMES REMOVALSJAMES REMOVALS
.com.com

‘excel lence through ef for t ’‘excel lence through ef for t ’

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com 
to request a 

quotation online

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com
to request a 

quotation online

� Fully trained 
uniformed staff

� Full insurance 
included in 
ALL quotes

� Prompt free 
estimates

� On-site 
containerised 
storage

� Discounts for 
long-term storage

� Well-established 
family business

� Pianos – our forte

BAR MEMBER NO. JO28

T
he National Maritime Museum is mount-

ing a series of events in September as part

of its Totally Thames Festival, including:

Maritime Lecture series: Totally Thames

Every Thursday from 1st Sept. to 6th October 11.00

am - 12.30 pm.  Archeologists and curators uncover

the river Thames’ rich history from Roman ports to

recent archeological digs.

Tickets: £8.00 | £6.00 members

Cutty Sark and the Thames

Every Wednesday 7th - 28th Sept. 15.00 - 15.30

Explores the vessel’s links with the Thames.   

Age 11+. Ticket prices vary.

Ensemble Perpetuo: Voyages of the Sea 

Thur. 22nd September 7.30 - 9.00 pm.

Explore the sea through music - Debussy, Roxanna

Panufnik, Sally Beamish, Cecilia McDowell, and

Malcolm Arnold.  

Cutty Sark:  £20.00 | £18. concs

The Landlubbers’ Maritime Folk Festival 

Sat 24th Sept. 10.00 -  5.00 pm National Maritime

Museum & Cutty Sark

The best of maritime folk culture - sea chanties,

salty yarns of the museum’s figureheads   - and try

out some traditional maritime crafts.  Culminating

in the BBC Folk Folk Club winner the Nest

Collective’s new monthly sessions  at Cutty Sark.

Ticket prices vary.

Muslims at Sea: From Barbary Pirates to

Brick Lane

Sat 10th Sept. 11.00- 1.30 

Exploring Britain’s long and fascinating relationship

with Islam. Encounter Muslim pirates, European

converts to Islam, some beautiful Middle Eastern

scientific instruments and maps, and much more.

National Maritime Museum Study day 

Tickets: £15.00 | £12.00 members

Gallery tours: Free

The show must go on!

G
reenwich Theatre is getting a

makeover thanks to an investment

from the Royal Borough of

Greenwich. Also unveiled are artistic plans for

a bold new era over the next 25 years.    

Extensive refurbishments of this historic

1855 building should be completed this month:

included are  roof repairs,  rewiring, and some

front-of -house improvements. There will also

be a new “pop-up” studio theatre, offering  a

completely flexible space with seating for up

to 60 or 70. Longer term, there are plans for

further improvements.

The theatre hopes to match the local

authority’s investment for phase two of the

refurbishment programme, which will see

further electrical work around the building as

well as other  improvements. 

“At the same time,” said James Haddrell,

“We are announcing a new autumn programme

of shows both on the main stage, and in our

new pop-up studio, from some of the country’s

newest and most exciting theatre-makers.  

“We will also be announcing a programme

of master-classes for new artists and

companies on everything from marketing,

lighting and sound design to touring,

production management and theatre finance.” 
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BLACKHEATH BRIDGE CLUB duplicate ses-

sions in Mycenae House Mon & Thurs 7.15pm and

on Wed at 1.15pm. Tel Ron 0208 319 1312 

BEXLEY HERITAGE TRUST  Hall Place &

Gardens, Bourne Rd, Bexley DA5 1PQ   Tel-

01322-526574   Until 4th Sept 10am-5pm   HOW

DOES MY GARDEN GROW? A Garden Museum

exhibition,  looking at the evolution of gardening 

£10 £9 Conc./under16    £8 family ticket £30

GREENWICH MORRISMEN  Mycenae House

every Thursday at 8.00pm Newcomers welcome

GREENWICH CREATIVE WRITERS GROUP 

Waterstones Mondays 5-7pm

Established lively group, space currently available for

new members. Led by John Wilks (Writer). Interested

in writing? Please contact johnwilks@hotmail.com

SEVERNDROOG CASTLE Castle Wood, Shooters

Hill, London SE18 3RT Main opening times:

Thurs/Fri/Sun 12.30 - 4.30pm April -September

BLACKHEATH DECORATIVE FINE ARTS

SOCIETY 4th Thursday of every month St Mary’s

Church Cresswell Park.  St Mary’s Church, Cresswell

Park www.artsinblackheath.org-

4th Thursday of every month, - 2pm for 2.30pm

Thurs 22nd Sept.  AGM, followed by  Barry

Venning on: A child of six could do it - cartoonists

and modern art: a sidelong view of 150 years of

modern art as a popular subject for the satire of 

cartoonists. Non-members may pay on the door

GREENWICH DECORATIVE  & FINE ARTS

King William Court, University of Greenwich

7.30 for 8.00 pm :  Nicholas Reed talks on War

Artists, Spies & the Art of Deception

Non-members may pay on the door

MADE IN GREENWICH GALLERY

324 Creek Rd SE10 Made in Greenwich Gallery, 324

Creek Road, SE10 9SW. Open daily 11-5.30. to show-

case works by local artists, poets  and makers.

Until Sept. 5: 'Contours', new work by Ann Hillary

and Wayne Foskett.

Sept.  23rd -Oct. 3rd: 'Solastalgia’, works by Irene

Godfrey, Mary Knight, Ana Mejia and Tracy Ward,

exploring the issue of migration and belonging.

Sept.r 24th: Cinnamon Press launch of 'Lockdown',

Jane McLaughlin’s  winning poetry collection.

www.madeingreenwich.co.uk

coMMunitY

tHeAtreArts

cHildren & FAMilY

Printing in Blackheath 
since 1978

From your ideas or Artwork
we can print at a 
reasonable cost:
• Business cards 

• Invoices • Letterheads 
• Books • Brochures  

• Forms • Invites 
• Wedding StationEry

1a Lizban st
blackheath, London  se3 8ss

tel: 020 8853 2268
email: dave@trojanpress.co.uk

www.trojanpress.com

All events are in the Main Hall of

Mycenae House unless otherwise stated:

Macmillan London Bridges Walk

Macmillan Coffee Morning - Fri 30th Sept.   

Boys Brigade Hall, Reynold’s Place

Chrysanthemum Tea - Sat 15th October 

Autumn Quiz - Friday 21st October

Christmas Bazaar Saturday 26th November at

Invicta School, Invicta Road.

tHe WestcoMBe societY

BlAcKHeAtH HAlls

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL and 

CORPORATE FINANCIAL ADVISERS
Investments - Pensions - Estate Planning

2 Charlton Road. Blackheath Standard

London   SE3 7EX (T) 020 3417 9760
email:  enquiries@gswealth.co.uk

website:  www.gswealth.co.uk.

HELPING  YOU PLAN YOUR  FUTURE
Grant Saw Wealth Management Ltd. is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

Grant Saw Wealth Management Limited

BLACKHEATH & GREENWICH WOMEN’S

INSTITUTE www.blackheathandgreenwichwi.com

Wed. Sept. 7th 7.30 pm  Dave Stuart talks on

SHOREDITCH STREET ART . Sunfields

Methodist Church Old  Dover Rd. Please note:

Due to an almost full membership and high attendance

rates we are now restricted to 5 visitors per meeting.

Please contact our Secretary Christine Dickinson

(07709 553 927) to put your name on the door.

BLACKHEATH FLOWER ARRANGING

SOCIETY 3rd Friday of each month. Non-members-

£5 Contact: Mrs Jillian Smith 0208 857 1355

INDUSTRIAL HISTORY SOCIETY

11th October 2016 Terry Powley. Society's

Changing Perceptions of Youth in the Twentieth

Century  Non-members £1

BLACKHEATH HALLS 23, Lee Rd, Blackheath

SE3 9RQ   Box Office: 0208 463 0100 

WED 21st Sept. 8.00 pm Recital Room JOAN

RUDDOCK talks about her remarkable life and

career and times drawn from her memoir 'Going

Nowhere'. TICKETS: £10 (includes a glass of wine)

spoKen Word

SUNDAY ARTS & CRAFT SALE Sun 4th Sept.

10.00am-2.00pm. For tables ring Kathy 07767 756476

BOOK SALES: on the second Saturday every month

(except August & December) 10.00 am - 4.00 pm.

FRIENDS FRIDAY: 16th Sept.  1.00 - 3.00 pm

Listen to a talk, and socialise over refreshments.  

Non-members £5.00.  Members - Free. 

23 Lee Road, Blackheath SE3 9RQ

Box Office: 0208 463 0100

Thurs. Sept. 1st  1305 pm.  Blackheath Sundays:

NEUS PERIS, PIANO plays in ST ALFEGE

CHURCH  Programme to include a sonata by

Beethoven, paired with Ravel's Miroirs.   Free.

MUSIC APPRECIATION WITH MATTHEW

TAYLOR  Schubert & Schumann Face To Face

MONDAYS: 19, 26 SEP, 3, 10, 17 & 31 OCT, 7, 14,

21 & 28 NOV 10.15h  Course fee: £85.00

Matthew will illustrate at the piano and on disc

how the one influences the other and how they

compare.  PLEASE NOTE Due to extensive roof

repairs at Blackheath Halls, this series of lectures

will take place this term at the Old Library,

Charlton House, Charlton Road, London SE7 8RE

Sun 18th Sept. 11.00 pm  LEON BOSCH Double

Bass  SUNG-SUK KANG Piano play Bach, 

Mozart, Beethoven and Schubert £14 | £12.00

Sun 25th Sept. 1430: Blackheath Halls Orchetsra

Rehearsal  £59 | 

MON 26 SEP 19:30h BLACKHEATH GOES

GOSPEL 2016: REHEARSALS  RECITAL

ROOM, BLACKHEATH HALL  S£70 | £63

SUN 2 OCT 11:00 am  Blackheath Sundays:

TZIGANE PIANO TRIO  Recital Room, Gillian

Findlay, Jennie Brown and Elizabeth Marcus

formed the Tzigane Piano Trio over 20 years ago.

They play Mozart, Marson, Schubert &

Chaminade  £14.00 | £12.00

MYcenAe House live events:  septeMBer

Fri 2nd Sept 7.30pm - Icarus Club. Acoustic Live Music featuring Wake plus

other Icarus regulars. £7. 

Thurs 8th Sept 4pm - Bach To Baby. Classical Concert for Baby and You. £10.

Fri 9th Sept 8pm - JazzNights. Candlit Live Jazz hosted by Dave Silk. £10. 

Fri 23rd Sept 7.30pm -  Global Fusion Music & Arts: music with Martin Carthy.

World class live music in celebration of International Day of Peace. £12.

Fri 30th Sept 7.30pm -  Global Fusion Music & Arts Acoustic Nights. An evening

of live music & dance featuring special guests. £6.

Fri 16th Sept or Sat 24th Sept 10.30am-2.30pm - Mono-printing Workshop.

Create your own work of art, course price includes materials, tuition and frame.

More info via anna.german64@gmail.com

For further information about all Mycenae House events, please visit 

www.mycenaehouse.co.uk

Learning is fun
St Olave’s is a Prep School in
New Eltham for boys and girls
aged 3-11 years

Tel: 020 8294 8930
www.stolaves.org.uk

! Broad, child-centred curriculum
! Excellent results in the 11+

selection
! Clubs, outings and residential

trips
! Excellent pastoral care
! Small classes
! Specialist staff for PE, IT, Music,

French and Drama
! Sibling fee reduction
! Before and after school care

r. G.Austin
(Established 1963

Shower and Bathroom Specialists  

2A Hassendean Rd, Blackheath SE3 8TS

Telephone: 0208 858 7359

rgaustin@fsmail.net

Heating Engineers,

Property Maintenance,

Electrics, Painting,

Decorating, Plumbing,

Central Heating, 

GAS
SAFE

Carpentry &

Interiors
Alcove Shelving/Cupboards

Fitted Wardrobes/Home Office

Radiator covers & all household woodwork

Tel: 0208 852 7222/Fax: 0208 851 3526

M: 07944 294050

www.carpentryandinteriors.co.uk

Shop & Showroom: 128a Burnt Ash Road

Lee (near Lee Station)   SE12 8PU

SPECTRUM

Painters & Decorators
Interior/Exterior

No job too Small
Clean and Reliable

Free Estimates
30 Years Experience

020 8853 2759 
or 0795 0815412

The Greenwich Theatre is looking for vol-

unteers. call Aneta  on 020 8858 7755

Fri 2nd Sept Garden: On Brighton Fringe

Award for Theatre Excellence short list.

Sat 3rd/Sun 4th Sept. Lucy, Lucy, Lucy

Barfield, starring Lucy Grace.

“Quietly revolutionary”

Tues 6th - Sat 10th Sept. The Inevitable

Heartbreak of Gavin Plimsole and The

Mission: Our planet on the brink of disaster:

two plays running in  repertory.

MYCENAE HOUSE

Thurs 8th Sept 4pm - Bach To Baby. Classical

Concert for Baby and You. £10.

SHERINGTON CHILDREN’S CENTRE

DAD’S STAY AND PLAY session every Wednesday

9.30-11.30 Sherington Childrens Centre, all Home

Dads welcome. Address: 14 Sherington Road,

Charlton SE7 7JW (0208 853 0900). Continues even

in school holidays and half-term. Contact Dan Hall

on daniel.hall1985@hotmail.co.uk for more details.

www.selondondads.org.uk

S George’s Church

Weekly services:

Sundays: 11.00 am Holy  Communion (All

age service first Sunday of the month.)

8.00 pm First and Third Sundays of each

month: “Sceptics” Discussion group at the

Vicarage - 89 Westcombe Park Rd.

Wednesdays:

8.00 am Morning Prayer

12.30 - 1.15  Lunch & Fellowship 

(Soup. bread and chesese)

Sat 17th Sept. TALENT SHOW 

If you  would like to take part please email

Judith on juditheasthaugh@gmail.com or ring

07906 04 3317. Children are particularly

welcome to take part..

ALPHA COURSE (at Christ Church)

Starting every Tuesday eveing  from 7.00 pm

starting 13th September

FREEDOM PASS TEA & DANCE

Sat 16th Sept, 2,45 at St Alfege’s Church

Hall. Tickets £5.00 from Cynthia.
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Celebrating   

Shakespeare

Westcombe park dental practice

Treatments Available
Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants

Invisalign

Smile Makeovers

Tooth Colouring Fillings

Anti-Wrinkle Treatments & Dermal Fillings

13 Station Crescent, Westcombe Park, London SE3 7EQ  
Tel. 0208 8533304  Fax: 0208 8581784

Westcombe Park 

13 Station Crescent, Westcombe 

Park, London SE3 7EQ

Tel. 0844 375 6996

Fax. 0208 858 1784 

Treatments Available

Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants

Invisalign

Smile Makeovers

Tooth Coloured Fillings

Anti-wrinkle Treatments and Dermal Fillers

Located next to Westcombe Park Train Station

Readers  may recall that Jonathan Dove.

who grew up in  our own area,  was

profiled in April’s WN.  In the same issue,

we listed some of the music by great com-

posers inspired by Shakespeare.  However,

we need to add another item to that list.

This year, to celebrate the 400th

anniversary of Shakespeare’s death,

Jonathan Dove’s Our revels now are ended

– words used by Prospero in Act IV Scene

1 of The Tempest – is to be performed on

the last night of the Proms. The words

remain as evocative now as when they

were first performed over 400 years ago:

Our revels now are ended. These our

actors,

As I foretold you, were all spirits, and

Are melted into air, into thin air . . . 

. . .      We are such stuff

As dreams are made on; and our little life

Is rounded with a sleep.

Dove’s work is an eight minute piece

for Baritone Solo, Vocal Ensemble and

Orchestra, first performed in August 2004,

at the Batignano Festival, Tuscany.

There is seemingly no end to Dove’s

creativity. A visit some 20 years ago to the

Roman ruins of Palmyra, in Syria –

vandalised last year by Da’esh, and since

recaptured – sowed the seeds of a new

work called In Damascus, a piece for tenor

and string quartet. 

Dove was moved by the extraordinary

kindness of Syrian people he met, and

appalled by current events. His new work

contains words adapted from  A Black

Cloud in a Leaden Sky or Death by Stabs

of Sorrow, by the Syrian poet Ali Safar, as

published by Saqi books in Syria Speaks.        

This extract from Safar’s poems gives

some idea of the subtlety of thought and

emotion, even in this translated version:

On all my travels, I’d take a book.

Uusually I’d leave it in the country

I visited. When my friends took a trip, 

I’d give them a book.

My problem now isn’t the books 

that we give to the people who leave us,

hoping they’ll return,

But the books that go with the people 

who never return . . .

Every person who leaves us is a book, 

a book in himself.

And it won’t be long before we return . . .

As once we were, a nation without books.

In Damascus was performed  at Kings

Place in July  by the  Sacconi Quartet and

the distinguished tenor Mark Padmore.

Supported by

www.mycenaehouse.co.uk
02088581749

90 Mycenae Rd, Blackheath Standard, SE3 7SE 400yds to Westcombe Park Train Station  Free Parking

Go See/Go Do
Over 120 things to Do and See each week

Learning, Concerts, Workshops, Exhibitions, Training,
Workouts, Parties , Lectures, Social Events, Childrens

and Family Activities, Seniors, Clubs and Societies.

‘This place is buzzing’
Time Out

www.mycenaehouse.co.uk  02088581749

Once again in 2016, for the tenth year

in succession, Blackheath Halls

crafted a musically excellent, sell-out,

community opera.  This year's acclaimed

production, Carmen, was a wonderful mix

of professional and amateur musicians

featuring singers of all ages melded

together in a seamless, inclusive, expert

way. The result?  Yet another splendid

community opera  performance for which

Blackheath Halls has become renowned.

Behind this incredibly  successful  and

complex opera production, orchestrating all

the diverse strands that bring it to success-

ful conclusion, was the very talented Rose

Ballantyne.  Rose is Blackheath Halls

Community Engagement Manager.  She

had the initial vision and the requisite

expertise to build this much loved annual

event from it's inception ten years ago.  

A short video of Rose telling the story of

the community opera is available at

www.trinitylaban.ac.uk.blackheath-halls

and is well worth a view.  The video high-

lights the positive pleasure that the annual

community opera brings locally and in it

Rose explains why this unique co-opera-

tive venture has restored her faith in

humanity.

The community is at the centre of this

masterpiece of 'arts inclusivity'.  The 

production seeks to bring opera to all and

to open its doors to all. 

It draws on a seventy- strong communi-

ty chorus, local school  children (including

those with special needs), a community

based orchestra of exceptional quality,

local Trinity Laban music students and a

host of professionals that give their time

and expertise year after year, alongside

engaged professional opera singers. 

This unique recipe works  – and works

exceedingly  well, so much so that

musicians of international repute continue

to be associated with the project long after

the curtain closes.

Behind the scenes there are many

uncelebrated community participants that

keep it afloat.  Within the chorus, Jay

Hassan, a local maths tutor, has been

taking part in the opera from the very

beginning.  Over time, she has become a

mainstay of the production. When spring

blossoms the opera becomes her priority.

Not only does she attend all the rehearsals,

to help new chorus members find their

feet,  she also organises a tight team of

community bakers who sell cakes at

rehearsals to fundraise for the opera. 

It is very much a family affair:  Jay's

children have also performed in the operas

and her husband has helped out on many

an occasion.  Jay did not read music when

she started, but over the years her love of

opera and her performance confidence has

grown.  Through this local Blackheath 

treasure she has built lasting friendships

and enduring joyful memories.

This year's Carmen involved some

additional initiatives away from the Halls.

For the first time the chorus  sang  opera 

Left: Jagruti Hassan with Hannah Pedley,    

Carmen, at Rose Ballantyne's after party 

this year

excerpts in a flash-mob style in Greenwich

market to get the project started, and the

run ended with an outdoors choral

performance at a sunny Greenwich Park

bandstand: a special way to close a 

tremendously successful production. 

Once again, there was an annual 'after

party' with presentations for community

contributors. This year, Rose was presented

with ten special gifts to mark each of the

ten operas she has superbly managed. 

Rose Ballantyne

with a member

of the cast

Something very special is happening in

our community: each year novices sing

next to fully fledged professional 

opera singers; amazing fundraising

initiatives take place, the 

community orchestra rises to the  

occasion, and a delighted audience

applaud the splendid outcome of

this exquisite musical recipe. 

Again in 2016 the audience 

rose to their feet to applaud this 

production of Carmen and

celebrate this very special piece 

of annual  musical magic. 

Blackheath Halls Community 

Opera, we salute you.  

Long may you continue.

Footnote: 

Perhaps you too could 

be a participant in future

productions!

This photograph of Blackheath Halls

production of Carmen shows how

inclusive opera can be, as members of

the community enthusiastically take

part. 

No, the lady in the hat is not

Carmen – she is a member of the

Toreador Escamillo fan club

(Blackheath Branch!). 

The very strong  professional

singers included Hannah Pedley

(Carmen),  Pauls Putnins (Escamillo,

pictured above) and Adrian Dwyer

(Don Jose). )  The cast also included

Adam Music (Dancaire - a  smuggler)

and James Hutchins (Remindado -

another smuggler). 

Below: Hannah Pedley’s Carmen:

gutsily she faces up to her rejected

lover, in the harrowing final scene.

PHOTOS: Lena Kern

Blackheath Halls: the home 

of community opera Barbara Ward

Carmen



Planning applications can be

viewed in the library,  or at the

Woolwich Library on the lower

ground floor of the Woolwich

Centre, 35 Wellington St. They

may also be viewed on www. green-

wich.gov.uk/planning

ENVIRONMENT
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A & A LANDSCAPES
Landscape Specialists

Free advice &           Qualified 

estimates horticulturalist

All aspects of soft & hard landscaping

work carried out including

* Maintenance  *Site clearance

* Turfing  * Tree surgery

* Fencing   * Patios  

* Brickwork

Tel. 020 8318 2530

Susan Clark Interiors 

113 Humber Rd
London SE3 7LW

Susan Clark Interiors

Construction to complete renovation
Project Management • Interior Design

Upholstery • Joinery • Lighting

Curtains • Blinds • Paint

Antique Furniture • Gifts • Cards

sales@susanclarkinteriors.com

www.susanclarkinteriors.com

0208 305 2299

All Change for SE Trains

Westcombe News September  2016 

For a spectacular, joyful few days, Londoners kept their eyes wide shut to the real

world of referenda and political reshuffles as they took part in the 21st  year of the

Greenwich and Dockland International Festival. Spoilt for choice this year:  in

Mycenae House and gardens, we had the Westcombe Society Family Summer Picnic

in June, and in July we had a Summer Sunday Extravaganza organised by Mycenae

House Community Centre.

Southeastern trains warn that there are

changes to forthcoming timetables due

to developments at London Bridge.

Between 27th August and 1st September

inclusive there will be NO SERVICE on

the Greenwich line and CANNON

STREET STATION WILL BE CLOSED.

There will instead be a rail replacement

bus service.  

On 27th and 28th August trains from

Charlton, Blackheath and Lewisham will

run into Victoria. On 30th, 31st August

and 1st September trains will run from

Charlton, Blackheath and Lewisham into

London Bridge, Waterloo and Charing

Cross with additional trains on this route.

The DLR from Greenwich to Lewisham

will run and rail tickets will be acceptable.    

Despite requests by the Westcombe

Society, however, we have not as yet 

succeeded in securing rail ticket accept-

ance via North Greenwich.

After September 1st trains on the

Greenwich line will NO LONGER CALL

AT LONDON BRIDGE, instead they will

all go direct to  Cannon Street.   There will

be some changes to the frequency and

timing of trains on both the Greenwich

Line and the line through Blackheath.  

There will be a slight peak time

reduction on the Greenwich Line service

to Cannon Street and a slight increase in

services to London Bridge, Waterloo and

Charing Cross via Blackheath 

and Lewisham to cater for the 

number of passengers who need 

to alight at London Bridge.  

Rail tickets will continue to be 

accepted on the DLR between 

Greenwich and Lewisham to 

allow passengers from Greenwich

line stations to reach services to 

London Bridge, Charing Cross 

and Waterloo. 

Tickets will also be accepted on 

underground services between 

Cannon Street, Blackfriars and

Embankment  – but not the

inter-mediate stations. 

We have no information as yet 

as to how often services will be 

interrupted at weekends for the 

next 18 months but we think it is inevitable

that there will continue to be significant

losses of service on the Greenwich line

and diversions on other lines.  

Passengers should check before they

travel on Southeastern services especially

at weekends and bank holidays.  The

National Rail and Southeastern websites

are usually up to date with changes to

services for a number of weeks ahead.

The changes to timetables starting at the

end of August will continue until the end

of 2017 so London Bridge services will not

resume on the Greenwich Line until 2018.  

One piece of good news though is that

the Greenwich Line will probably be

offered two Thameslink services an hour

from 2018 with trains running through to

Luton via London Bridge, St Pancras

International and other intervening

Thameslink stations. These will form part

of the regular service with four trains an

hour to London Bridge and Cannon Street.

Consultation on the 2018 timetable may

start this autumn so if you like the idea of

a Thameslink service make sure you

respond to the consultation and say so!  

Meanwhile Southeastern are keen for

passengers to know that they are working

hard to make sure trains leave depots clean

and on time, they say they have also been

making other improvements especially to

stations across the region.

We will put updates, when we have them,

on  www.westcombesociety.org

."take a large hoe and a shovel also,

And dig till you gently perspire;"

Kipling urged an alternative to boredom

and inactivity which, it seems, has

been taken to heart in some parts of

London. Westcombe Park is an area of

changeable, complicated and unpredictable

drainage.   Surface sands and gravels lie on

top of London clay and this can cause

some of the erratic drainage patterns. 

There is a history of subsidence in the

area.  Residents may have had to underpin

their properties and drive deep

piles in order to stabilise their

extensions.  Dry  cellars have

flooded unexpectedly and springs

have developed in gardens.  

So, planning applications for new base-

ments should be treated with caution.

However, at a packed meeting of the

Greenwich Area Planning Committee

recently some local residents felt that this

was far from the case.

Basement construction inevitably

involves digging out and transporting huge

amounts of material entailing the use of

heavy, and noisy, machinery and big lor-

ries.  This is in itself likely to cause local

disruption, inconvenience and distress,

even more so if the property concerned is

the other part of your semi-detached or

terraced house.  

Many of the houses in Westcombe

Park, much of which is a Conservation

Area, are on or close to a slope and many

are also above an aquifer.  All these factors

complicate the building process and

therefore make the decision of those

responsible for planning, based on the

information they demand and are given,

even more important.

Basement Impact Statement

Applicants who wish to extend or build a

basement have to submit a Basement

Impact Assessment.  

This is a relatively new requirement

and councillors may not yet have much

experience of how to handle the document

or what sort of detail it needs to contain.

The requirement is covered in two

documents: first, a Local Information

Requirements List (January 2016) which

sets out a schedule of documents that

should accompany any application,

including those where basement

development is proposed.  

Secondly - a Residential Extensions,

Basements and Conversions 

Supplementary Planning Document (SPD),

currently in draft form: the SPD was dealt

with by Cabinet at its meeting on 20 July

where members agreed to accept officers'

recommendation to adopt its contents,

pending agreement from the relevant

environmental bodies. 

The section of the SPD covering base-

ments runs to a brief 4 pages and offers

guidance only.  It requires applicants to

include information on ground water and

flooding risk  – but does not address soil

structure and stability, nor does it indicate

what policies it would follow with regard

to this information or under what circum-

stances it might demand a full structural

statement conducted by a civil engineer.

Some local authorities have gone much

further.  In late 2014 it was reported that

Royal London Borough of Kensington and

Chelsea was the first local authority in the

country to introduce restrictions on contro-

versial subterranean developments.  

Westminster has an SPD on

basements running to 43 pages plus

appendices. In 2015 the London

Borough of Richmond produced 20

pages of guidance on basement

development.  

Camden Planning Guidance on

Basements and Lightwells is nearly 40

pages long and includes the warning that

"The sides of excavation always move to

some extent no matter how they are sup-

ported.   The movement will typically be

both horizontal and vertical and will be

influenced by the engineering qualities of

the ground, groundwater level and flow,

the efficiency of the various support sys-

tem employed during the underpinning and

the efficiency or stiffness of any support

frames used."   

The GLA Housing Supplementary

Guidance (2016)

This document directs planners to consider

ground and surface water flooding and

land stability and mitigation measures in

their deliberations about basements. 

We recognise that planning committees

have a large number of local and national

policies to consider, some of which are

statutory and others advisory.  The Flood

and Water Management Act (2010) gives

London boroughs clear responsibilities

related to flood risk.  The London Plan

(2016) warns that climate change brings an

increased risk of flooding and changes in

water levels. 

There are also building regulations,

which fall outside the remit of the planning

committee, as well as aspects of permitted

development which do not require

planning  permission. We recognise that

planning decisions have to be  made on the

basis of planning alone and cannot pay

regard to individual or personal factors.  

Decisions made by the Planning

Committee are of importance both to the

individuals concerned, but also to the

wider community.  They set a precedent

and a single decision can therefore have

far-reaching implications. Family homes

have to meet changing needs and we value

the variety and adaptability of the housing

stock but we would not wish to see the

character of the conservation area debased.    

As the Character Appraisal says,

‘Westcombe Park is an area of consider-

able architectural and environmental

value';  let's not dig it away. It’s time for

Greenwich to look again at its SPD.

Got the Basement Blues . . .
Serious questions arise over the Council’s treatment of basement developments

Maggie 

Gravelle
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MARKET PLACE
please send ads for the Market place with pay-

ment by the 10th day of the preceding month to: 

Marilyn little, 163, Westcombe Hill, se3 7dp 

8853 1312 Advertising@westcombesociety.org

ALL classified adverts 30p per word.  Please make cheques

payable to The Westcombe Society

need Help WitH Your coMputer? 
Local technician provides home technical support &

tuition. No job too small, all in your own home. 
Ring Glenn: 8473 4091
itAliAn tuition Native Italian teacher offers  les-
sons at all levels.Preparation for GCSE,  A-LEVELS
courses, Grammar, Conversation Tel 07788 743371
MAtHs & enGlisH tuition and preparation for
11+ and independent school selection tests by quali-
fied and experienced teacher.marystuition.com Mary
Bauckham 07709089838 mary.bauckham@virgin.net
enGlisH/priMArY/11-plus tuition All ages
welcome. GCSE, A/S-Levels, Common Entrance,
Primary, etc.  Fully qualified, experienced teacher.
Call Hellin Halliday BA(Hons), PGCE  on  020 8858
7704 / 07928 017762 to discuss how I can help.
sHoW Your coMputer WHo is tHe Boss
Are you looking for some extra help working with
your computer? Need some help with your digital
photos, online shopping and the jargon? To discuss
the options, call Paul on 07958 251448 or email
paul.clayton@soulchip.co.uk
russiAn tuition Russian-speaking 
university lecturer offers lessons at all levels 
(including university, business and conversation) in
your home/office  Tel. 07766 531401
MulviHill AcAdeMY oF irisH dAnce
Adult and Child Irish Dance Classes available 
in the Blackheath area. Come along for a 
fun-all-in-one workout.  For more information 
call Rachel  on 07707 100521 
JoAnnA's dAnce clAsses for younger
and older adults. Contemporary dance
and movement class 
General level Tuesdays - 7.30 - 8.30pm.  
Come Dance & Exercise for 50s+: 
Fridays 11.00am-12.00pm
Mycenae House, 
Mycenae Rd, SE3 7SE
T: 07709952215    
E: joclare@hotmail.it  

BlAcKHeAtH villAGe:
pAres FootWeAr
10% OFF all shoes over £20, excluding sale stock
rAFFles desiGner WeAr.
10% OFF all non-sale goods

tHe verB sHop 10 percent discount on all  
copywriting and content creation. Free 1 hour 
assessment of your marketing material.

GreenWicH:
nortH pole restAurAnt
12.5% OFF Meals only for two

3d divinG  10% discount on all scuba diving

courses.  Offer excludes scuba diving equipment.  

GreenWicH coMMunicAtion centre

at 164 Trafalgar Road: 10% Discount on all

Computer Maintenance & Repairs (inc Tablets &

Smartphones) 

www.greenwichcc.com T: 02082692103

HuMBer roAd:
BodYWorKZ - tHe Fitness clinic
109 Humber Road.10% OFF all treatments costing
£30 or more except Chiropody; exc.Saturdays.
roYAl nepAlese restAurAnt
(Station Crescent) 20% OFF meals for two or more
Sunday - Thursday.
coriAnder restAurAnt (Station Crescent)
25% off Sunday to Thursday.  Bookings only!

tHe  stAndArd:
coton & HAMBlin - opticiAns
£65 off complete spectacles
KArAn cHeMist 10% OFF Weds. only
BlAcKHeAtH eYecAre opticiAns 
20% off 2nd pair of spectacles. (Same prescrip-

tion). Not in conjunction with any other offer.
(Complete glasses start from £49.95 with single
vision lenses). 5% off contact lens solution and
accessories. https://www.blackheatheyecare.co.uk/
troJAn press 10% OFF all quotations

WestcoMBe Hill
A * drivinG scHool  £5 discount on the price
of one x 2 hour lesson for WS members.
tHe Wonder WoMen netWorK 10% discount

WestcoMBe pArK roAd
KAren storeY oF HoMespAce offers mem-
bers 10% discount on decluttering & homestaging 
services 0844 846 5854  www.home-space.biz

peninsulA
sHendA FAlveY personAl trAininG &
BootcAMps Free bootcamp session at
Greenwich Peninsula worth £10. Book to secure
place (excludes existing customers)
25% off first personal training session plus free
consultation  M: 07887 727 335
www.shendafalveypersonaltraining.com

BUY LOCAL!
Discounts available on production  

of  your Westcombe Society 

membership card.

ACCOMMODATION

TUITION

GARDENING

HOLIDAYS

PERSONAL CARE & THERAPY

SERVICES & TRADE

ROOMS FOR HIRE

dAvidson plAsterinG And decorAtinG
services Ceilings repaired or renovated. Artex
ceilings skimmed to a smooth finish. Painting and
Decorating. Insurance work undertaken. C&G quali-
fied. Small jobs welcome. Free advice and esti-
mates. Phone 07746 121510
HoMeWorKs 
All-round handyman for those DIY’s you have no time for!
General repairs. Painting & Decorating. General Carpentry
and flooring. Flat-pack assembly. Patio and deck cleaning.
No job too small. Contact Matthew Barron 07903 388658.
eXperienced locAl ArcHitect offering full
range of architectural services, inc. planning and
building regulations applications, technical and con-
struction drawings, full project management, and site
work. Reg. with the Architects Registration Board.
Mob: 07853423130  E: gj@gjhanjeearchitects.com
MArK cHeeseMAn, locAl cArpenter And
Joiner with 30 years experience.  All aspects of
carpentry and construction carried out considerately
and to a high standard. Reinstatement of 
original Victorian/Edwardian/Georgian details,
ie shutters, skirtings, plinth blocks, picture rails, 

cornices etc. Bespoke joinery, wardrobes, cup-
boards, stairs, kitchens. Sash windows 
overhauls. Resin timber repairs.  Please call 
M: 07767 456131 or   H: 020 8854 4028
trAined cHiMneY sWeep & stove instAller
Fast, friendly Happy to work!  Call Anthony on 07772
649577 or email: chimneymaintenance@gmail.com
crAFtY peAr coFFee And crocHet
Come along and improve your crochet skills in a
relaxed environment whilst enjoying tea, coffee,
homemade cake and chat! Tuesdays 12.30-2.30 at
45 Mayhill Rd, Charlton. £10 per session.  Call Lisa
on 07771647618 for information or to book a place
HAve You Got tHe sKills or tiMe For diY?
or is it all just such an effort! 
if that’s your problem, i can solve it !
*  Decorating including preparation, painting, 

wall-papering  & special finishes.  
*  Re- hanging doors and putting up shelving.
*  Re-laying floors-lino, wood laminates & ceramics.  
*  Domestic Electrical work.
*  Plumbing - taps, showers,radiators and external.  
*  Garden revival and maintenance  
if you need help with any of these please call
tony: 0208 856 9398  M: 07961 540836
http://www.tonysdiy.com/
s.s.d pluMBinG And HeAtinG Friendly local
plumber available for free estimates and advice.  All
works undertaken, no job too small, from boilers to
bathroom suites, all works viewed within 24 hours, fully
insured and new work guaranteed. Call today on 07931
536533 or 8305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com
MAlcolM tierneY, cArpenter 
Specialist in refurbishment, repair and replacement 
of sash windows.   0777 5657371
upHolsterer speciAlisinG in trAditionAl
upHolsterY Www.suemayesupholstery.
net or phone 07932 040298
s.s.d dAMp prooFinG speciAlists in the treat-
ment of RISING & PENETRATING damp. Repair/
renewal of rotten structural timbers as a result of damp.
Chemical injection and render using tried and tested
systems. Specialists in providing horizontal and vertical
barriers against damp/ water ingress. Please contact us
for a free consultation and written estimate. 
Mob:  07931 536 533    Land:  020 8305 1039
AndreW FletcHer Painting, Decorating & Tiling
services. Over 20 years' experience, fully insured.
References available. Call 07702 094382
c.s. cArpentrY-JoinerY
Decorating and all building work undertaken. Joseph 
McNamara 8857 5480, mob. 07947155366
locAl cArpet cleAner Specialist in cleaning
Carpets, Upholstery & rugs. Competitive rates. 
M: 07828503132   Email: adam@carpetcrew.co.uk   
http://www.carpetcrew.co.uk
FAsHion desiGner & dressMAKer:
Fair Trade Ethical Clothing - Hand made in London
Providing clients with a Bespoke fitted Garment
designed and made especially for that special
occasion. call: 07904 880 448
interior decorAtor & cArpenter with over 
20 years experience. A member of the guild of 
mastercraftsman. Free quotes & friendly advice on
all your decorating requirements. Local references
available.Tel. Ashley Greaves 8858 2981
electriciAn / AlArM enGineer  
No job too small TMIET registered.
Call 0787 9011792

Good reliABle Host FAMilies wanted for for-
eign students. For more info. please contact Lynne
on 01732 822649 or email sesgreenwich@aol.com
Bijoux office for rent in central Greenwich, suitable
for one or two.  Delightful setting, entrance through
The Greenwich Gallery, all-inclusive rent, close to
choice of public transport. Call Tony or Helen on 020
8465 5968, or 07956 456647.

Function rooM For Hire
Blackheath area, up to 150 people, Bar, disabled
access. Tel 07940 296290

GArden MAintenAnce:  mowing, weeding, pruning,
communal garden contracts,   fruit and vegetables,    
gardening tuition, RHS qualified, also domestic cleaning.
Call John and Rachel on 07746 121510

WHitstABle WeeKends / WeeKs  Sea wall house
between Oyster Warehouse and Harbour. Sleeps 5.
Fantastic views. 8858 6578 or 013 04 367443
nortH YorKsHire Moors The Georgian
House. Delightful period house in charming 
Pickering market town. Sleeps 10. http://www. 
thegeorgianhouse.co.uk/ Tel: 07876 385189 
House to rent Sole Rose is a charming and
beautifully furnished period house in the popular
seaside town of Southwold, Suffolk.  Situated within
easy walking distance of the High Street, beach and
pier.  Sleeps 4/6.  http://www.solerose.co.uk
07876385189
House to rent in tuscAnY.
Four bedroom house in mountain village.Beautiful
scenery, great food and wine.Twenty minutes from
medieval town of Lucca. Two open air swimming
pools close by and the Italian Riviera only 45 min-
utes drive. Florence, by car, approximately an hour.
From £400 per week - sleeps 6  
contact:  catherine russell - 020 84690793/
07814650157   email:  c.russell63@hotmail.co.uk
www.casafucina.co.uk

BlAcKHeAtH Holistic HeAltH service.
counsellinG, AleXAnder tecHniQue,YoGA 
for an appointment tel:020 8858 5969/1991
http://www.bhhs.selondon.co.uk/
pilAtes clAsses At MYcenAe House. 
Mondays at 1.45pm and thursdays at 2.00pm. 
All levels welcome, mats   provided. Please contact
Hilary for further details on 07970 290818
reFleXoloGY For You @ Pilates Plus London.
Maternity Reflexology, Pregnancy Massage, Ear
Candling, Facial Rejuvenation Massage and Reiki.
Contact: leoniepape@hotmail.com  07791653802
counsellinG And psYcHotHerApY for
individuals and couples in Westcombe Park

http://www.bloomlife.co.uk/
ratherapy@yahoo.co.uk  0208858 4831

JeWellerY And WAtcH repAirs And 
vAluAtions from Michele Franklin. British
Jewellers Association accreditation 07809 502 714
Michele@personaljewellerylondon.co.uk
s.s.d Builders ltd.
Long established Building & Roofing Company avail-
able for free estimates & advice. ALL works under-
taken,  from guttering to Refurbishments.  All works
viewed within 24 hours, fully insured & new work is
guaranteed. Call us today on 07931 536533 or 0208
305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com
pHone/BroAdBAnd socKets.
Improved Broadband speed plates, Fault Finding
Repairs, New Extensions, Tidying of cables. 25 yrs
BT, Insured. 07845 705900
sunsHine WindoW cleAninG For a no-
obligation quote call Martin on 07821403577
Air conditioninG & electricAl WorK
Fully qualified engineers CSCS  Tel: 07419 312547
piAno tuner Prompt friendly service from an expe-
rienced, fully qualified tuner technician.   For tuning and
repairs  call Jim Kimberley 0208 305 0033
decorAtinG, electrics Plumbing and Property
Maintenance. Est, 25 years. References available.
Phil McNamara 8857 5480, mobile 07814 360862
A MAn And A vAn Tel: 020  8858 3889 
Mobile: 07885 917842
t.tA electrics. NICEIC Approved Contractor,
Quality Tradesman. All electrical work undertaken,
Fully Insured & Guaranteed.  24HR EMERGENCY
ELECTRICAL. Please call Tony on 07961 509 403
OR  020 84887425  OR  info@ttaelectrics.co.uk
pest control services All types of pests dealt
with including fox control. Call John 0208 300 3496  
WestcoMBe cleAners I'm a friendly, hard-
working & organised domestic cleaner. Regular or
single services. Competitive rates. Additional tasks. I
love my clients to be happy.  Phone 07746 291617
puBBle plAsterinG Need a  plasterer with
excellent references?  Work is of high standard.
Qualified C&G. Plastering-Rendering-
Plasterboarding - Repairs. Free quotes!  Call Alex on
07547 468459 / 0203 092 0684
pubbleplastering@googlemail.com

 
 

 
 

 

Childcare for ages 3 months – 5 years

I can see a 

great nursery  

from here
If you’re looking for a nursery that will help your child to grow and develop – 
choose Zoom Nurseries.

At Zoom every child enjoys an individual Learning Journey. A record that tracks 
their daily progress through our fantastic fun-filled learning environment.

It’s just one of the tools we use to keep our parents up-to-date with their child’s 
achievements, as well as their personal, social and emotional development. 
It’s an important tool, one that helps us ensure that when they leave Zoom to 
start school, they leave as independent learners and thinkers, ready for the 
challenges ahead.

With five nurseries in Eltham, Hither Green, Blackheath and Brockley that 
between them have four Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ judgements, and places available, 
you don’t have to go far to give your child a great start. 

To find out more and arrange an informal visit please 
call Ann Briley, Assistant Childcare Director on  
07816 413718 or email annbriley.zoom@gmail.com

Or visit our website for more details www.zoomnurseries.com

MEfA Montessori classes during

term time  at:

Montessori House, 135 Westcombe Hill,

Blackheath, SE3 7DP 

All enquiries 0771 0433994

Tuesday 9.30 - 11.30 (2 - 9 years)

3.30-5.30 After-school Nurture (4 - 11)

Wednesday 9:30-11:30 

9.30 -11.30 Montessory School (2 - 9)

11.35 - 11.55 Montessori Dance (all ages)

Please enquire.

1.30 - 2.30    Baby Montessori

2.45- 3.45 Toddler Montessori

Thursday 

10.30 - 12.00 Toddler Montessori 

1.00-3.00 Montessori School (2-9)

(See http//www.westcombesociety.org

18 WESTCOMBE PARK ROAD  ref

16/2446/NM

Relocation of front entrance door 

Readers are reminded that in a

conservation area, work to, or felling of,

trees more than 75mm in diameter

requires six weeks' notice in writing

to the Royal Borough.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

“We believe that, with love, guidance, encouragement, discipline and 
hard work, every child can do so much more than he or she may consider 
possible.” Mr RJS Higgins  Headmaster

LEARNING FOR LIFE

An independent co-educational school for pupils aged 3 to 11 years

Year 2 - 6
19 Stratheden Road SE3 7TH
Tel: 020 8293 1331
secretary@pointers-school.co.uk

Nursery - Year 1 
37 Shooters Hill Road SE3 7HS
Tel: 020 8858 7977
earlyyears@pointers-school.co.uk

T H E  P OINT E R S C H O OL

w w w . p o i n t e r s - s c h o o l . c o . u k


