annus horribilis

he John Roan (JR) School has been
at the centre of a perfect storm of
recent events leading to discontent in
the school community. Since September
a Head Teacher both started — and
resigned. This happened in an
environment of strikes, confusion over
school budgets, a restructuring process
and a huge misunderstanding about
academisation. So what happened?

It is difficult to know where to start
but perhaps the threat of academisation
is a good place. In January the Local
Authority (LA) wrote to JR advising
them to consider their position
regarding academisation. (At that time
the government’s policy was to turn all
schools into academies by 2020.)

In response the JR Governors sent out
a letter to parents about their plans to
investigate academisation. That upset
some parents. Arguably that letter was
badly worded and might have been
interpreted as a declaration of intent to
academise the school. Since then the
Governors have repeatedly and publicly
denied plans for academisation.

Governors against academisation

I asked for a comment. They said “The
governors have not and never have had
a plan to academise The John Roan”
and “At the most recent meeting of the
governing board, governors once again
unanimously confirmed their opposition
to the national programme of schools'
academisation”.

However, the school’s results for
2016 will determine whether the school
falls under the government’s “coasting”
legislation, which would allow DfE to
force schools to become academies if
they are classified as “unsatisfactory”
or “failing”.

Quite rightly the Governors have
shown due diligence by setting up a
working party to understand the issues
and to make recommendations.
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In September Nadine Powrie, the
new Head Teacher, arrived. She must
have expected a school that was finan-
cially thriving. However, in an email to
the school, Cllr. Gillian Palmer stated
that the school has been “drawing on its
financial reserves to support its expen-
diture until these reserves are depleted”.

Financial deficit

In 2012/13 there were reserves of
£1.391m. Now there are none. It is
possible that spending reserves created
a false sense of security that must now
be dealt with. Spending into reserves
was signed off long before Ms Powrie
was in post.

John Copier

(a parent)

Putting this in the context of national
changes in funding, JR face budget cuts
of 4% a year over the next three years.
A Head Teacher told me that budgeting
is very difficult in this environment and
most schools will find it hard to make
budgetary projections even as little as
three years ahead. Managing cuts of
this severity would be financially
challenging for any Head Teacher and
heads in that position should be given
professional respect to make informed
decisions within these constraints.

Ms Powrie, working with the Local
Authority, committed the school to a
restructuring process the most
compelling reason for which was a
deficit in the school budget of £438,355
for 2015/16. The reasons for this deficit
are not immediately apparent but the
state of school reserves, and spending
patterns in previous years must surely
be taken into account.

On arrival Ms Powrie added a num-
ber of non-staffing costs to the 2015/16
budget, including CCTV — possibly a
legal requirement . This action has been

8 Rail travel

The London Bridge rebuild will
continue until 2018 and there will

widely criticised and blamed for the
deficit. However, nobody I’ve asked

(including the JR NUT) can make those

non-staffing costs add up to £438,355.
Confusingly although the Governors
have stated that the deficit was not
helped by an underenrolled 6th Form,
this statement has been taken in some
quarters as a full justification of the
deficit, something the Governors never
meant. The Chair of Governors later
apologised unreservedly for the confu-
sion caused by the original statement..
It is too easy to assume that this
deficit is caused by one thing alone.
These are complex financial matters
and further clarity would be welcomed.

The meaning of “Restructuring”
Restructuring inevitably meant threats
to jobs. Salaries are by far the biggest
expenditure for schools: Ms Powrie’s
consultation process suggested cuts of
20% to teaching and administrative
staff. It seems the consultation process
stalled, leading to strikes and disruption
by the NUT and the NASUWT.

However, questions remain in my
mind. Why didn’t the NUT allow the
consultation process to complete before
striking? Did the NUT really under-
stand the nature of the non-staffing
costs that they were criticising? They
certainly couldn’t answer many specific
questions on this subject. Perhaps many
of Ms Powrie’s additions to the budget
were necessary.

(continued on page 3)
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(Odeon). But that doesn’t help
local residents who need to catch
two buses to reach the new store.

A view of the bund along St. Germans Place. The
warm weather over the winter has been ideal for the
growth of wild flowers. How splendid it would be if
all the edges of the roads around the Heath were
treated in a similar way.

BBC Proms — on our

doorstep

or the first time ever, this year’s BBC Promenade
Concerts programme includes a concert at the
Chapel in the Old Royal Naval College.

In the past, the concerts have always been performed
in the Royal Albert Hall, but this year, four new venues
have been added: Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, the
Roundhouse in Camden, a multi-storey car park in
Peckham — and the ORNC Chapel. Rossini’s Petite
messe solennelle will be performed by the BBC
Singers, conducted by David Hill, at 3.0 pm on Sat.
August 6th. Tickets will be on sale from June 24th.
For more information on the BBC Proms, go to
www.royalalberthall.com

f Fun

A

Family Festival

fuat*

Icarus Acoustic Club  Global Fusion Music & Arts
Jazz Nights Club Ottie & The Bea The Pink Bus Project
Punk Me Up Tiptoes & Tappers Emergency Exit Arts
Becky Dell Music Academy Bach To Baby Colourstrings
Ballroom Burn Yummy By Yami The Catering PA
Theatre Train Greenwich Steiner School Sparkx Dance
Flamsteed Astronomy Peaceful Practice ....plus lots more

Sunday 10 July 2016

12 - 5.30pm

be major changes this summer
when all Greenwich Line trains
will go straight to Cannon Street

The Westcombe Society has asked
TfL to reconsider local bus routes
to take account of the relocation of

Mycenae

House & Gardens

Tuesday 12, Wednesday 13,
Friday 15 July 2016 at 7pm

Sunday 17 July 2016 at 2.30pm without stopping at London Sainsburys.
Bridge. Services to London
Bridge will resume in 2018 when Book sale

Musical Director: Nicholas Jenkins
Director: Christopher Rolls
Designer: Rachel Szmukler
Lighting Designer: Ben Pickersgill

it will again be possible to change
to a Charing Cross train.

In June, the Amnesty International
Book Sale raised nearly £11,000.
Well done, everyone!

Carmen: Hannah Pedley
Don Jose: Adrian Dwyer
Escamillo: Pauls Putnins
Micaela: Stephanie Corley

Bus route

TfL have left the route of the 129
bus between Greenwich Town
Centre and North Greenwich
unchanged, taking no account of
the fact that Sainsburys has moved,
and a new M&S Superstore has
opened beside it.

TfL have changed the bus stop
names to Millennium Retail Park
East (old Sainsbury) and
Millennium Retail Park West

Linking up

A great evening for members of
the Westcombe Society in June,
with delicious food and wine, and
a brilliant harpist. Not yet a mem-
ber? Don’t miss out : joining the
Westcombe Society is an excellent
way of meeting your neighbours,
both near, and further afield, and
enjoying being part of the local
community.

Performed in a translation
by Christopher Cowell

(*N

Box office: 020 8463 0100,
‘www.blackheathhalls.com

Tickets: £18 | £15 concessions | £5 Under 125
Patron: Edward Gardner OBE

H
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The Environment Committee Report at

the Westcombe Society’s AGM in May

1. Buildings

Over the year there have been many appli-
cations for loft conversions and extensions.
Many of these are uncontentious. However
in cases where neighbours are overlooked,
the street scene of the Conservation Area is
significantly altered, or changes seem out
of keeping with the style of property we
discuss our concerns with the Greenwich
Conservation Group who include experts
in planning and architecture. Examples of
concerns to which we may object include
significant changes in roof line which
unbalance the symmetry of a property or
group of properties (e.g. from hip to gable
or some dormer windows), balconies and
roof terraces, or changes to windows and
doors that are out of keeping with the style
of property. We are also very concerned
about basement alterations involving
extensive excavations which cause noise
and vibration nuisance to neighbours and
have also, in some cases, led to flooding
on neighbouring land. Greenwich
Council’s new SDP (Supplementary
Planning Document) on Residential
extensions, which we commented on,
provides useful guidance for residents
wishing to extend their property.

2. Trees

We monitor applications for Tree Works
because trees are an important part of our
environment. We live in a Conservation
Area, so residents have to notify the
Council before carrying out work on trees
with trunks bigger than 75mm diameter
1.5m from the ground. Recently we have
been pleased to see the Council plant new
street trees to replace those lost during the
John Roan School redevelopment project.

3. Open spaces

We are lucky to have two such valuable
spaces as the Heath and the Park, as well
as several smaller green areas. The
Westcombe Society continues to be repre-
sented on the Blackheath Joint Working
Party (BJWP), the BJWP nature conserva-
tion group, the Stakeholders and Safer
Neighbourhood panels for Greenwich Park
and the Friends of Mycenae Gardens
Committee. These groups work to balance
the preservation of the natural environment
with leisure use and events. Blackheath

and Greenwich Park are both Sites of
Metropolitan Interest for Nature
Conservation because of their acid grass-
land. The BJWP tries to ensure that events
on the heath are not too obtrusive in terms
of noise, traffic and damage to the heath.
Residents will have noticed the improve-
ments to the Prince of Wales Pond: more
improvements are in the pipeline.

As many know, representations by resi-
dents supported by the Westcombe Society
and sister organisations resulted in the
Council retracting the “in perpetuity”
licence with a promise to apply for
licences event-by-event in the future. We
are currently working on an updated Event
Policy for the heath which we hope both
Lewisham and Greenwich will sign up to.

4. Transport
We continue to object to the Silvertown
crossing unless there is a guarantee that
pollution will be reduced. (unlikely.) We
are also represented on the Greenwich Line
Users Group (GLUG) and have attended
several meetings with Network Rail and
Southeast Trains. (See page 1 Newsbriefs)
We plan to lobby for a bus service direct to
the new Sainsburys from the Westcombe
Park area. We comment on cycle issues
and are pleased to see some cycling
improvements at Blackheath Standard. We
are also very concerned about heavy traffic
on Westcombe Hill and members of our
committee have taken part in a speed
survey of vehicles. In addition, we are
represented on the group that lobbies for
control of aircraft noise (HACAN East).
We also commented on the recent con-
sultation for the Westcombe Park CPZ. We
feel commuter parking prevents shoppers
in Old Dover Road from finding spaces.
We are currently awaiting the results.

5. Other developments

We are still awaiting plans for the new
IKEA store. Sadly the fight to save the
Sainsburys building was lost. The new
buildings at Invicta School are now
finished and we continue to support local
residents with unresolved issues due to this
rebuild. We also attend meetings at
Blackheath High School to support local
residents with their concerns over building
which will start later this year.

The WS Environment

Committee: Fact File

The special character of Westcombe
Park is one of the reasons that we all
enjoy living here and the aim of the
Environment Committee is to preserve
its best aspects. This means that we are
interested in the buildings, the open
spaces, transport in and around the area
as well as developments beyond the
immediate area which may have an
impact on residents’ quality of life.

The Westcombe Society Environment
Committee has 8 regular members who
are active on a wide range of issues.
We also have additional members who
specifically represent us on BJWP and
the Blackheath Nature Conservation
Group. We welcome new members who
have an interest in any aspect of our
local environment. Please get in touch
if you would be interested in finding
out more about joining us.

We also work with our local
Councillors. We are due to have a
meeting with them shortly to discuss a
wide range of local issues. Do please get
in touch if you would like anything
added to the Agenda for this meeting.

Emily Norton
environment@westcombesociety.org

Swamped by
rubbish

ur beautiful park is more popular
Othan ever, as anyone who goes in

on a sunny summer’s day can
vouch. The only problem is — rubbish!

The Park Authorities can barely cope
with the volume of rubbish discarded on a
single summer’s day.

Park manager Graham Deare urges us
all: please take it home!

Letters

Any views expressed are personal, and are not necessarily those of the Westcombe
Society or the WN. Please give address & telephone number; these will not be printed.

From: M.A. Qavi Beit Sahour, Palestine
Two weeks I have been back from the land
where the Blessed Child, whose name is
invoked in All Saints Church every Sunday ,
was born and find, not for the first time, the
Church Clock stand still in mute witness to the
inadequacy of pastoral care.

Only the Lord in His infinite wisdom knows
the obsessive compulsive disorder that keeps
the Parish Council from keeping the church
clock ticking.

The Parish Council’s steadfastness in stand-
ing by a time-proven failure to seek profession-
al guidance [from, for example, Greenwich
Observatory] or from elsewhere is a testament
of blind faith over experience. May the Lord
have mercy on us all.

From: Malcolm Hardy St John’s Park
Remembering the sad fact that the Royal
artillery has removed the "Firepower" Museum
from the Woolwich Arsenal site, it might come
as no surprise that it began its disengagement
from its historic ties with Woolwich in favour
of Wiltshire almost ten years ago.

It was possibly about five years ago that I
first noticed the removal from Repository Road
of the Zulu War Memorial when I was showing
a visitor the lesser-known sights of Woolwich.
A further search this year together with an
enquiry at the Greenwich Heritage Centre has
revealed that the Royal Artillery removed it in
2007, seemingly without much attention being
paid to it (I have been unable to find anything
that records the removal on the web, and it is
still on the list of local war memorials.

The monument commemorated the dead of
the officers and men of the Royal Artillery in
the Zulu, Afghan and Boer Wars, and I
remember the distinctive Zulu shields, assegais
and Afghan weapons on it.

I am surprised that the Royal Artillery
thought it would find a better home in
Wiltshire, especially as one of the distinguished
dead in the Zulu War was the Prince Imperial.
This was the son of Napoleon I1I, and the last
Bonaparte, who was given what amounted to a
state funeral (with the band of the Royal
Artillery) and a first grave beside his father in
Chislehurst near to Camden House where the
family had lived in what is now the Chislehurst
Golf Club on Prince Imperial Road.

It should be better known that the Royal
Artillery's connections with Woolwich and the
Arsenal go back to the early 1700s and that its
officers were trained in the Royal Academy
beside Woolwich Common, now turned into
flats. The Royal Artillery Museum was once
housed in the Keep of the Academy and had a
special exhibition on the Prince Imperial.

He passed out from the Woolwich Royal
Academy but did not apply for a commission in
the British army and in the Zulu War was there
only as an observer. I did not find this exhibit
transferred to the Firepower Museum in the
Arsenal.

Could the regiment forget the importance of
its links with Woolwich and continue to strip it
of its monuments and guns? The Crimean War
Monument still stands on the parade ground of
the old Royal Artillery Barracks, but could pre-

sumably also be removed to Wiltshire. Let’s
hope that will not happen.

From: Liz Lowe Foyle Road

We would like to thank Dr Ann Dingsdale,
local historian and textile artist for her excellent
guided walk on May Bank Holiday Sunday.
This gentle stroll through Greenwich &
Blackheath brought to life these independent
minded women who campaigned for equality
by signing a petition to give women the vote
150 years ago: their petition, presented to
Parliament by John Stuart Mill, was summarily
rejected. Ann Dingsdale’s walk gave a new
perspective on the area. Thanks to the W for
bringing it to our attention.

Ed: Millicent Fawcett then took up the fight —
and lived to see all women getting the vote in
1928. The BBC have made the 2006 Great
Lives Series 11 episode on Millicent Fawcett
available free online. Readers can access it on
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/player/b00771zc

4 )
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No job too Small
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Free Estimates
30 Years Experience
020 8853 2759

or 0795 0815412
\. J

Westcombe News July/August 2016




” A e PO 7

Blackheath Foodies Festival

The Foodie Festival takes place on Blackheath from July 8th - 10th. Among the

treats promised are cookery demonstrations, food tents, real ale, top chefs and
entertainment and children's activities. There will be a 'small stage' with live music.

Ticket prices start at £10.00 (with a £2.25 transaction fee) and the event opens at
11.00 and closes at 7.00 p.m (6.00 p.m. on Sunday.) Tickets and further information
from the website www.foodiesfestival.com or by calling 0844 995 1111. The event
manager is Jeremy Hitchen (jeremy.hitchen@btconnect.com).

Good books

Did you know that in its lifetime the bar-tailed
godwit may fly further than from the Earth to the
Moon and back? Every year it commutes between
Alaska and Australasia. Godwits need to stop and feed,
en route, on the wetlands of SE Asia, which are fast
disappearing. They may be followed by the godwit ...
The distinguished artist and writer Jeannie Baker

Circle By Jeannie Baker

has produced a large illustrated book about the Godwit called Circle: — a beautiful book,
seemingly for children, but one that all adults can also read with pleasure: pleasure, but
also concern, for the Circle of Life is threatened by unbridled human development.
Jeannie Baker, who lives in Australia, has produced an impressive series of similar
children’s books, including The Hidden Forest, Belonging, Home in the Sky, and Where
the Forest meets the Sea. They all have a very similar theme: everything in nature is
interdependent and connected, and humans upset the balance at our peril.
Jeannie’s publisher is Walker Books Ltd., 87 Vauxhall Walk, London SER11 5HJ.

www.walker.co.uk

www.jeanniebaker.com

Bullied
by Big

Brother

Did you know that
if you live or work
in London you are
likely to be caught on
camera 300 times a day
largely without your
knowledge? Or that there are more
CCTYV cameras in Croydon than there
are in New York?

Local photographer John Ellis’s
exhibition entitled: Silent Witness:
The Art of Surveillance highlights the
growing threat to our privacy posed
by the unrestricted growth of CCTV
cameras in the capital.

'"There are now so many surveillance
cameras in London that we no longer
even notice them and that is an
extremely troubling situation,' the

St George’s Church

photographer says. 'Whether CCTV is
a viable method for fighting crime or
merely an invasion of our privacy is a
debate we are yet to have in our coun-
try but one that is very much needed. I
hope this exhibition will at least get
people thinking about the subject.'
Silent Witness: The Art of
Surveillance by John Ellis runs from
the 14th to the 24th July at the Made
in Greenwich Gallery, 324 Creek
Road, Greenwich, SE10 9SW.

Editor: : Theresa May'’s investigatory
powers bill whas just been passed by
444 votes to 69.

LOCAL NEWS

Celebrating the Steinberg

Duo

Peter Dempsey & Barbara Ward

Sunday 22nd May, 2016

Tchaikovsky, Liszt & Grieg: Works for
Violin & Piano, performed by the
Steinberg Duo - Nick Burns - Piano &
Louisa Stonehill - Violin at the Steinberg
Music Studio, Vanbrugh Hill

The Steinberg Duo offered a captivating
final recital attended by their faithful
audience, including fellow musicians,
alongside the composer, Philip Sawyers,
who has had a close association with the
Duo for some time.

The May recital featured Grieg’s third
and final Violin Sonata, with its beautiful
recurring themes, and the contrast of
Liszt’s two elegies 130 and 131. These are
usually arranged for cello, but the lower
register of Louisa Stonehill’s instrument
made for a rich sound, in the elegies as
well as the Grieg; the upper register was
also handled beautifully, with 130 soaring
to a moving finale.

The minimalist surroundings of the
Duo’s studio could have produced a harsh
acoustic, but instead the sense was of
immediacy and drama. It was not difficult
to see why their performances in the simi-
larly intimate surroundings of the Hattori
Foundation had been so well received.

The occasional sounds of traffic and
pedestrians outside were not so much a
distraction as a reminder that this was
music brought to street level, in the best
sense.

The highlight of this recital, however,
was a flawless performance of Philip
Sawyer’s Second Violin Sonata, composed
in 2011 for the Duo. Sawyers is a relative
rarity amongst contemporary composers, in
that he manages to produce genuine musi-
cality, but without straying towards the
saccharine. This work is clearly a favourite

Louisa Stonehill and Nick Burns

of the Duo, and it showed, their rendering
was precise but with great feeling, and
they know the piece inside out: sudden
changes of tempo and dynamic were
handled perfectly, without their having to
make eye contact. The outer movements
were particularly impressive: a lively
conclusion to the Duo’s recital, and a
reminder of why their loyal audience, and
the local music community will miss them.

The renowned and much loved Steinberg
Duo are currently relocating from
Greenwich to New Hampshire, (USA),
where they will continue their prestigious
international careers, including continuing
to perform in the United Kingdom.

Their intimate Greenwich music studio,
where they have offered monthly recitals
since 2011, will, they hope, remain a space
dedicated to music education and perform-
ance and they are currently working with
Greenwich Music School to secure this.
All details of Steinberg Duo’s critically
acclaimed albums, their past and future
performances plus video footage of live
performances, and much more, can be
found on their comprehensive websites
steinbergduo.com steinberg-music.com

John Roan (continued)

One must be saddened by the resignation
of Ms Powrie in May on the grounds of ill
health. Ms Powrie’s interim replacement is
Carolyn Roberts, Head Teacher at Thomas
Tallis School.

When asked about the consequences of
the restructuring process she told me that
there were no compulsory redundancies —
and some voluntary redundancies. But she
also pointed out that, reluctantly, teaching
hours must be increased.

It seems clear to me that restructuring
was necessary and that these changes to
the school are sensible.

So what happens now? Forced academi-
sation by the DfE remains a possibility.
The government keeps changing the

Family worship 11.00 am Sundays
Morning Prayer 8.30 Wednesdays

Every Wednesday in July: 12.00 pm
Lunch and Fellowship (Soup, bread, fruit
& cheese) at St George’s. (not in August)
Sceptics Group meets every first and
third Sunday at 8.00 pm

For information, contact:
Revd Robert T. (Tim) Yeager
T el. 07804 614245

http://www.stgeorgeswestcombepark.org.uk

Let us not tire of preaching love: it is the force
that will overcome the world
— Archbishop Oscar Romero

Greenwich
Park
Bandstand
Concerts

Sun. 26 June Greenwich Steel Band &
Royal Greenwich Big Band

Sun. 3 July Belvedere Concert Band

Sun. 10 July London Gay Symphonic
Winds

Sun. 17 July Crystal Palace Band

Sat. 23 July Blackheath Halls
Community Opera

Sun. 24 July Lewisham Concert Band

Sun. 31 July Silver Ghosts

Sun. 7 Aug. Lambeth Wind Orchestra

Sun. 14 Aug. South London Jazz
Orchestra

Sun. 21 Aug. Hooray Tabasco

Sun. 28 Aug. Greenwich Concert Band

goal posts and the academisation issue is
not over yet. The Governors may yet
recommend that the school becomes an
academy, but their reluctance to follow that
path is clear. In view of the Education and
Adoption Bill, 2016, their attitude may
become irrelevant.

Parent Governors are a voluntary,
elected body. They work tirelessly to
support and challenge the school. Their
role is essential and, as a parent, I hope
we can support them as we await the
recruitment of a new Head Teacher.

In the meantime Carolyn Roberts will
lead the school. I met her. She is com-
posed, thoughtful and her experience
comes across when you talk to her.

She emphasised that in the coming
months the dual priorities are the children
and preparing the school for September.
We can only hope that Ms Roberts is a
calming influence and that she has a less
challenging tenure than Ms Powrie did.
Then we might look forward to a less
turbulent year.

€% SILVERSENIORS

——

BOOSTYOUR
ENERGY | SUPPLENESS | BALANCE

Home Visits | Outdoors
SPECIAL RATES Tues - Thurs Afternoons”

Email: Daphne@Vanbrughfitness.co.uk
Msc Exercise & Health Behaviour
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Remembering Jutland

A new book commemorates the centenary of the Battle of Jutland

DUEL

IN THE

NORTH SEA

Pat Avery, the grandson of a wireless operator
aboard HMS Ambuscade, a destroyer that
fought at the Battle of Jutland in 1916, has
published a unique book based on diaries of the
battle writen by his grandfather.

On the 100th anniversary year of the battle,
Duel in the North Sea - HMS Ambuscade at
Jutland has been released, documenting the
most intensely contested and significant naval
engagement of the First World War.

All proceeds from the sale of the book will
go directly to The Royal Navy and Royal
Marines Charity.

Author Pat Avery said: “The story of the
Battle of Jutland is a dramatic one as well as the
largest, and last, of the great battleship battles
of the First World War.

“The fierce exchanges between capital ships
during the encounter has been very well-
documented, but the role played by the
destroyers of the small ship navy, and those
who manned them, is often overlooked.”

One of these ships in particular has an
emotional resonance for Pat. His grand-father,
Basil Phillips, was a 21-year old wireless
operator in the destroyer HMS Ambuscade.

Pat has researched his ancestor’s personal
diaries of the battle to be included in this book.

On the 31st May 2016, the centenary date,
the government held a special Battle of Jutland
Centenary commemoration on Orkney. In the
battle, the Royal Navy lost 6,097 men killed,
and fourteen ships. The German fleet lost 2551
men, and eleven ships.

The Germans claimed it as a victory — but if
so, it was a Pyrrhic victory: the Royal Navy
continued its blockade, which played a very
significant role in ending World War 1.

Pat said: “The point is that we must never
forget. This momentous occasion was an
opportunity to reflect not only the battle itself,
but more importantly the men involved, whose
lives were deeply affected by war. They are not
just statistics in history books, but individuals
who had their own fears, pain and ambitions.

“If through personal accounts such as mem-
oirs and diaries we can relate to individual
experiences, we will see that those involved
were no different from us. The family associa-
tion with the Royal Navy continues today: my

son, a serving Petty Officer, suggested that the
proceeds of the sale of this book should benefit
The Royal Navy and Royal Marines Charity.”

Pat added: “This book would never have
reached completion without the encouragement
and support of my wife Debbie. It’s been a real
family effort.”

Admiral Sir Philip Jones, First Sea Lord and
Chief of Naval Staff, said: “This book is a
personal contribution from a naval family, but it
also reflects our national story. Britain was
dependent on the sea for security and prosperity
in 1916, just as we are today. The Battle of
Jutland ensured the Royal Navy retained its
supremacy. Famous for being a clash between
battleships, this book rightly remembers the
men who served in the numerous smaller, but
no less gallant, ships of the Grand Fleet and the
vital role they played in the Battle.”

Lauren Wileman, representing the charity,
said: "The book gives an excellent personal
insight into the battle. We are very grateful to
be receiving 100 per cent of the profits from the
sale of copies of the book. It is an extremely
generous gesture from Pat in support of the
Charity. Donations generated from the book
will go toward helping naval veterans of all
ages, as well as those serving today and their
families."

The book, available in paperback priced
£10 (or downloadable on Kindle and iPad, etc.
at £5) is now available. The book features
original plans of the ship, photographs, and
maps. To order,please visit the publisher’s
website at: www.seafunnel.co.uk

New Photographic exhibition
at Mycenae House

World Photography Awards. This photo is on show as part of the exhibition
of photographs by Aperture Woolwich Photographic Society — on in Mycenae
House until September. “Lesley is an amazingly talented and versatile artists

and we are proud to have her working amongst us,” said Mark Johnson-
Brown, manager of Mycenae House.

Solar pioneers
of SE London

Camilla Berens

ioneering solar co-operative, South

East London Community Energy
(SELCE), has been given a big
thumbs-up by local VIPs as it cele-
brates the success of its first project.

At the end of last year, SELCE
raised £250,000 to install solar panels
on four local primary schools through
a ‘community share offer.” A total of
138 people, mainly from Greenwich
and Lewisham, became shareholders
and they will now receive 4% interest
on their investment over the 20-year
life of the project.

To mark the ‘go live’ of the solar
panels, SELCE held two celebrations,
one in Greenwich and the other in
Lewisham. At the Greenwich event,
local MP Matthew Pennycook
described the 15-strong team behind
SELCE as ‘true pioneers’ who had put
in over 6,000 volunteer hours to bring
their project to life.

GLA representative, Len Duvall,
said he shared the not-for-profit organ-
sation’s desire for a ‘fairer, more sus-
tainable energy future for London’

SOUTH EAST LONDON
COMMUNITY ENERGY

described SELCE as a “beacon of light
for positive change.”

At the Lewisham celebration , Sir
Steve Bullock, mayor of Lewisham,
said that the project was ‘deeply
impressive’. The solar arrays will
save the schools more than £350,000
over the next 20 years, while carbon
emissions will be reduced by almost
2,000 metric tons.

SELCE is now planning to raise a
further £230,000 through a second
community share offer which begins
on July 1st. The money raised will
provide solar arrays for another six
community buildings in SE London.
Shares can be bought from £250 to
£20,000 and the offer ends at mid-
night on July 31st. SELCE is again
offering 4% annual interest on the
initial investment. For more informa-
tion go to: www.selce.org.uk or call
Giovanna Speciale on 0208 269-4882
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knowyouronions

Off to University in the Autumn?

A one-to-one cooking tuition session for your young
person says ‘well done’ and also...please eat some
nutritious meals whilst you’re away!

know your onions is a small cooking tuition company
run by local mum, Pat Slattery. We love coaching
young people to cook nutritious, tasty and modern
dishes.Take a look at our website and get a gift
voucher for your grown up-baby!

knowyouronions.cooking

MOT FACTORY LTD

The Greenworks, 145 Nathan Way, Thamesmead, London, SE28 0AB
0208-305-9636

MOT's, Seruices, Brakes, Glutehes ele
Free Collection 8 Delivery Auailahle

Can we do anything about education?

The PER Report is based on 21 years of
analysis: a 37,000 word document which
shows exactly what is going wrong.

YES! The arrival of computers has bowled
over thoughtful people and upstaged the best
educational practice of the past. People reason
that because computers stem from mathematics,
the kind of drilling used in maths teaching
needs to be applied across the curriculum.

This puts a lot of pressure on teachers and
pupils: pressure which puts most children

off education, or at best leads them to

learn as little as possible to pass the exam.

Readers of the Westcombe News
can buy it by sending £5 and their
address to

The PER Group

c/o Box 16916,
Blackheath, SE3 7WS

www.motfactory.co.uk U
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NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM

Above and Beyond #flightexhibition

Fly like a bird, race a supersonic jet and take an eleva-
tor ride to the edge of space in our new family-friend-
ly exhibition. Packed full of amazing interactive
experiences this ground-breaking exhibition explores
the marvels of aerospace innovation, design and
technology. Opens 27th May Book now!

Jutland 1916: WW1's Greatest Sea Battle

Marking the centenary of the Battle of Jutland, the
largest sea battle of World War 1. Opens 20rh May
BLACKHEATH DECORATIVE FINE ARTS
SOCIETY 4th Thursday of every month St Mary’s
Church Cresswell Park. St Mary’s Church, Cresswell
Park www.artsinblackheath.org-
www.artsinblackheath.org-

4th Thursday of every month, - 2pm for 2.30pm
Thurs 28th July Valerie Woodgate talks on Joseph
Wright of Derby: ‘the artist known as ‘the spirit of the
industrial revolution’, - portrayed the people and the
scenes of his Northern home townat the historic time
of upheaval. Non-members may pay on the door
GREENWICH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS
King William Court, University of Greenwich
Thurs 7th July 8.00omLaunce Gribbin

Grinling Gibbons — Carver to the Crown and
Court non-members may pay on the door

MADE IN GREENWICH GALLERY

324 Creek Rd SE10 Open daily 11-5.30.

Until July 6: "Art Reach", art, poetry and life stories
from death row, San Quentin" collected by local artist
Nicola White, who will also show some of her own
work. As mentioned in June’s WN.

Tues Sth July - 7 for 7.30pm Greenwich Poetry
Makers Readings by recently published local poets
£5/£3 Conc.

Fri 8th- Mon 11th July ‘Viewpoint’ — Art
Exhibition Greenwich Free School

Fri 15th- Mon 25th July ‘Silent Witness: the art of
surveillance’ John Ellis’s photographs of CCTV
cameras Plus usual display of local art and craftworks,
cards, poetry And local-interest books.
www.madeingreenwich.co.uk

cHil dr en & FAMIil Y

SEVERNDROOG CASTLE Castle Wood, Shooters
Hill, London SE18 3RT Main opening times:
Thurs/Fri/Sun12.30-4.30pm Apr-Sept Sun

Sun July 3rd — 10.30am-12.00 pm India Day at the
Castle — Family Activity Find out what links
Severndroog Castle to a fort in India £2.50 per visitor
NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM

Park Row, Greenwich, S.E.10 ONF rmg.co.uk
Planetarium Shows — Family Fun

Royal Observatory, Planetarium & Astronomy Centre,
Peter Harrison Planetarium ‘Space Safari’ Weekends
and holidays 11.00am — Tuesdays in term time
12.45,1.45pm £7.50 adults/5.50 children/6.50 Conc.
£20 — family

GREENWICH THEATRE CROOMS HILL
London SE10 8ES

Closed for renovation until September.
MYCENAE HOUSE

Mon 25th - Wed 27th July 9.00am-3.00pm
Music Maestros. 3 day holiday music course for
children 7+, book via info@thefuturemusic-
group.co.uk

SHERINGTON CHILDREN’S CENTRE

DAD’S STAY AND PLAY session every Wednesday
9.30-11.30 Sherington Childrens Centre, all Home
Dads welcome. Address: 14 Sherington Road,
Charlton SE7 7JW (0208 853 0900). Continues even
in school holidays and half-term. Contact Dan Hall
on daniel.hall1985@hotmail.co.uk for more details.
www.selondondads.org.uk

WHAT’S ON

t He WestcoMBe societY

Macmillan Walk London Bridges 18th Sep
Walkers and sponsorship please contact
Caroline Owens.

Children's Nearly New Sale 24th Sep 2-4pm -
Mycenae House. Date subject to confirmation.

Macmillan World's Biggest Coffee Morning

30th Sep Please come and support this event.
10am to 2pm. Sandwich and/or cake makers
please ring Caroline Owens. Mycenae House.

Chrysanthemum Tea 15th Oct
Invites will be going out nearer the time.

Autumn Quiz 21st Oct 7.30pm for 8pm start.
Raffle, prizes fish & chip suppers to order.

Sat 19th Nov. Christmas Bazaar Venue TBC

coMMunityY

BEXLEY HERITAGE TRUST Hall Place &
Gardens, Bourne Rd, Bexley DAS 1PQ Tel-
01322-526574 Until 4th Sept 10am-Spm HOW
DOES MY GARDEN GROW? A Garden Museum
exhibition, looking at the evolution of gardening

£10 £9 Conc./underl6  £8 family ticket £30
BLACKHEATH BRIDGE CLUB duplicate
sessions in Mycenae House Mon & Thurs 7.15pm
and on Wed at 1.15pm. Tel Ron 0208 319 1312
BLACKHEATH & GREENWICH WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE www.blackheathandgreenwichwi.com
Sunfields Methodist Church on Old Dover St

‘Wed 6th July 7.30pm -9.30pm- Pauline Watson
‘Genealogy — Tracing Your Family Tree’ ‘Have you
ever wondered who your ancestors were?’

Wed 3rd Aug 7.30pm- 9.30pm- Bernadette Russell
365 Days of Kindness’ ‘doing random acts of kind-
ness every day can help everyone feel better’
SEVERNDROOG CASTLE Shooters Hill SE18
3RT www.severndroogcastle.org.uk

Sun 24th Jul -10.30am Village Fete to celebrate the
second anniversary of the re-opening of the Castle
GREENWICH MORRISMEN Mycenae House
every Thursday at 8.00pm Newcomers welcome
DAVY’S WINE VAULTS - Greenwich, 161
Greenwich High Road SE10 8JA Tel. 8858 6011
Thurs, 7th July 7:00pm Sip into Summer! With
summer approaching, it’s the perfect time to try six of
our summer wines ranging from delicately coloured
Provence rose to others from England Chile, the
Loire and South Africa, with nibbles. Starting with a
sparkling Italian Raboso rose. £28.00 Book now!
NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM

Greenwich Comedy Festival 2016
www.greenwichcomedyfestival.co.uk

Tues 26th- Sunday 31st- July Aanother blistering
line-up of comedy greats.’

GREENWICH CREATIVE WRITERS GROUP
‘Waterstones Mondays 5-7pm

Established lively group , space currently available for
new members Previously led by Rosie Johnston
(Poet), followed by Jeremy Worman (Writer), now led
by John Wilks (Writer). Interested in writing? Please
contact johnwilks@hotmail.com

GLOBAL FUSION MUSIC & ARTS
www.globalfusionarts.co.uk Tel 0208 858 9497

Mon 4th July 10-11.30am Women’s Coffee morning
with Ethiopian Coffee Ceremony at New Leaf Café
Fri. 15th July 7.30pm GFMA World Cinema Night
—Charlton House -£3 donation

Sat. 23rd July -2-5pm Charlton Community Day —
Charlton Park, music, stalls, Dog Show, children’s
races, African Fashion Show, free workshops and food
Fri. 29th July 7.30pm-10.30pm International
Acoustic Music & Dance Night. See below.

Estate agents & surveyors

Westcombe Park, Blackheath, Greenwich & Lee, alongside
dedicated branches for Lettings & Commercial.
Contact the Westcombe Park branch on 020 8

John Payne

»stablished in 1¢

Silk. £10.

more. FREE.

aperture

woolwich photogrophic society

Summer Exhibition 2016
9 June - 1 September

Mycenae House, 90 Mycenae Road, London SE37SE

For more information visit woolwichphotographic.com

Affiliates: FSLPS - Federation of South London Photographic Societies. KCPA - Kent County Photographic Society

tHeAtre

CUTTY SARK STUDIO THEATRE Cutty Sark
Ship, Greenwich www.rmg.co.uk

Pre-Edinburgh Comedy Festival

Fri-22nd July — Sat — July 30th Brand new material
from some of today’s hottest comedians- ‘catch the
stars of the future on the way up. See website

THE GREENWICH THEATRE, Crooms Hill, London
SE10 8ES Closed until September for renovation
SEVERNDROOG CASTLE Castle Wood, Shooters
Hill, SE18 3RT www.severndroogcastle.org.uk
Thurs 28th July -7.30pm All’s Well That Ends Well
Outdoor theatre Changeling Theatre Company

(See website for booking details)

THE SPACE 296, Westferry Rd E.14 3RS
www.space.org.uk Thurs 28th June — Tues 2nd July
Force of Trump Set in USA, 2017 — Donald Trump as
president is banned from the UK and struggles to get
in....£12/£10 Conc.

Bl AcKHeAt H HAI | s

23 Lee Road, Blackheath SE3 9RQ
BLACKHEATH HALLS 23,Lee Rd SE3 9RQ
Box Office: 0208 463 0100
www.trinitylaban.ac.uk

Fri 01 July & Sat 02 July- 7.30pm

Sat 2 July 2.30pm BANISHED Award winning
composer Stephen McNeff & librettist Olivia Fuchs
create a new opera for Trinity Laban students
Great Hall £15 | £12

COMMUNTY OPERA: BIZET’S CARMEN
Tues 12th-Wed 13th & Fri 15th July — 7.00pm
Sun 17th Jul - 2.30pm Blackheath Halls Opera
Bizet’s masterpiece brims with fiery sensuality,
passion and violence, with a cast of professional
singers & amateur locals. Blackheath’s tenth
anniversary production will celebrate what it
means to be part of a community.

TROIAN PRESS

Printing in Blackheath

since 1978

FROM YOUR IDEAS OR ARTWORK
WE CAN PRINT AT A
REASONABLE COST:

> BUSINESS CARDS
> INVOICES > LETTERHEADS
> BOOKS - BROCHURES
» FORMS - INVITES
> WEDDING STATIONARY

1a Lizban St
blackheath, London Se 3 8SS
tel: 020 8853 2268

e mail: dave@trojanpress.co.uk
www.trojanpress.com

r.G. Austin

(Established 1963
Heating Engineers,
Property Maintenance,

GAS

Electrics, Painting, SAFE

}
Wi

s

Decorating, Plumbing,

Central Heating,
Shower and Bathroom Specialists
2A Hassendean Rd, Blackheath SE3 8TS

Telephone: 0208 858 7359
rgaustin@fsmail.net

AGe eXc HAnGe

SUNDAY ARTS & CRAFT SALE Sun 5th June
10.00am-2.00pm. Hand-made goods sale from local
makers & artists. For tables ring Kathy 07767 756476
BOOK SALES: on the second Saturday every month
(except August & December) 10.00 am - 4.00 pm.
Fri 15th July 1-3pm: Friends Friday (talks &
refreshments, free for Friends of AE or £5)

Sat 16th July 10am-1pm: Communities at Play-
intergenerational board games workshop- (free
drop in)

Every Tuesday -11.45am —The Bakehouse Theatre
Ladies Belly Dance Group

For info: call 07802 52121

Telk 07725 003280

WRISTWORTH FIZATING & PLUNISBING

Emeil wishwerh@helmeil e,k Sa’fé
REGISTER

Check Out Our NEW Website: wristworthheating.weebly.com

enAe House live events: JulY

Fri 8th July 8pm - JazzNights. Candlit Live Jazz music event hosted by Dave

Sunday 10th July 12-5pm - Summer Sunday Extravaganza. Fun day for the
community as part of ParksFest in association with The Friends of Mycenae
Gardens with music, dance, children's activities, workshops, food & bar and

Thurs 14th July 4pm - Bach To Baby. Classical Concert for Baby and You. £10.
Fri 29th July 7.30pm - Global Fusion Music & Arts Acoustic Nights, hosted by
Morrigan with Open Mic, Ceilidh dancing and Featuring special guest
International Pipa player Cheng Yu £6.00 | £4

For further information about all Mycenae House events, please visit
www.mycenaehouse.co.uk

Learning is fun
St Olave’s is a Prep School in

New Eltham for boys and girls
aged 3-11 years

B Broad, child-centred curriculum
W Excellent results in the | [+
selection

Branches in

6101

johnpayne.com

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL and
CORPORATE FINANCIAL ADVISERS
Investments - Pensions - Estate Planning

2 Charlton Road. Blackheath Standard
London SE3 7EX
email: enquiries@gswealth.co.uk
website: www.gswealth.co.uk.
HELPING YOU PLAN YOUR FUTURE
Grant Saw Wealth Management Ltd. is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Grant Saw Wealth Management Limited

(T) 020 3417 9760

B Clubs, outings and residential
trips

B Excellent pastoral care

B Small classes

B Specialist staff for PE, IT, Music,
French and Drama

B Sibling fee reduction

W Before and after school care

Tel: 020 8294 8930
www.stolaves.org.uk

Prep School
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In August 2015 Nicola White, local artist and an avid Thames mudlark, came across a brass luggage tag in
the thick Thames mud near Enderby Wharf, Greenwich. When she cleaned it up, she noticed there was a name
and address engraved on the tag “F. Jury, 72 Woolwich Road”. Thus began a journey to unfold the story of

Private Fred Jury

n 22nd August 2016, it will

be exactly 100 years since
Frederick Jury (Private no. 6044,
3rd Infantry Battalion, 19th
Reinforcement, in the Australian
Imperial Forces) embarked from
Australia on the ship HMAT A18
Wiltshire from Sydney to travel to
France via Folkestone, to fight in
the First World War.

The story of Frederick Jury
came to light with a simple
Thames mudlarking find one
evening in Greenwich in August
2015. I came across a piece of
metal so small I almost passed it
by as a piece of shrapnel. But
then I noticed through the mud
and drizzly rain, an engraved
name, “F. Jury", and a faded
address.

1 popped it in my bag ready to
examine it more closely later that
evening. Perhaps it was a shop in
Woolwich I thought. When I
cleaned it off, the engraving was
revealed to be "F. Jury, 72
Woolwich Road, SE", That meant
Greenwich, SE10.

Occasionally, a seemingly
innocuous find such as this can be
compared to opening up a
fascinating story book, and with
the help of a lot of people on
twitter, this small, muddy object
conjured up a whole family of
people from the past, with their
lives opening up before me like
an intriguing novel. So who was
Frederick Jury?

He was born in Bermondsey/
Southwark in 1873 to Frederick
and Julia Jury. He grew up in
Maidstone and Aylesford, where

his parents came from. He had a
brother called William Jury, a
seaman, who was born in 1891.

Married life

We don't know anything about
Fred's childhood, but we do know
that by 1900/01 he was a Gas
Stoker, and he was renting a first
floor furnished room at Sarah
Amelia Elizabeth Carter's house
at 572 Old Kent Road. Sarah
Carter ran a coffee house there,

Born in Newington in approx
1860, she married James Carter
on 27th March 1882 at the age of
22, and they had two children,
Augustus and William Carter.
Sadly, her husband James died
some time after 1895.

It seems that Fred and Sarah
fell in love, and on 24th August
1901, Fred and Sarah got married,
at St Philip the Apostle Church,
Avondale Square. Sarah was 42
when they married — he was 29.

One of the witnesses was a Ms
Cecilia Lush, who went on to
marry Augustus Carter, Sarah's
son and Fred's stepson. (Sarah
and Fred never did have any
children of their own.)

According to the 1904 elec-
toral register, Fred was living at
72 Woolwich Road (which is now
a solicitor’s office) in 1904, and
the 1911 census shows that Fred
and Sarah were living there
together.

possible.”

Nursery - Year 1
37 Shooters Hill Road SE3 7HS
Tel: 020 8858 7977

earlyyears@pointers-school.co.uk

THE POINTER SCHOOL

“We believe that, with love, guidance, encouragement, discipline and

hard work, every child can do so much more than he or she may consider

www.pointers-school.co.

Mr RJS Higgins Headmaster

Year2 -6
19 Stratheden Road SE3 7TH
Tel: 020 8293 1331

secretary@pointers-school.co.uk

u k

LEARNING FOR LIFE
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It would appear that Sarah was
again running a coffee house
from there. I love to imagine the
people who might have come to
buy a coffee from her at that time
in Greenwich— and the conversa-
tions they might have had.

The War
After the outbreak of World War
1, both Frederick Jury and his
brother William enlisted in the
Australian Imperial Forces
within one month of each other,
in March 1916,

Why did they go to Australia
to enlist? Perhaps it was because

Fred Jury in his Australian
uniform, right.
the pay was apparently 3 times as
much as the British Army; in
Fred's case it could have been that
he was too old to enlist at home
(and the age limit was higher in
Australia). All this is of course
just speculation.

We do know that in all proba-
bility Fred travelled to Melbourne
in New South Wales where he
enlisted at Cootramundra in the
3rd Infantry Battalion, (19th
Reinforcement). Sarah we believe
stayed in Greenwich.

Then, on 22nd August 1916,
almost 15 years to the day that he
and Sarah were married, he
embarked from Sydney, Australia
to the UK on the ship HMAT
Wiltshire. In December, he was
fighting on the Western Front.

For the next two and a half
years the unit served in the
trenches in France and Belgium
and took part in many of the
major battles at this time.

A group of Australian
war-wounded

In May 1919, the battalion was
disbanded and its personnel
repatriated to Australia. It is
worth mentioning that during the
course of its involvement in the
war, the AIF 3rd Battalion suf-
fered 3,598 casualties, of which
1,312 were killed in action.

But Fred remained in England:
in March 1918 he was hit by a

Rest in Peace
Frederick Jury.
Gone but by no
means forgotten

stick bomb, which fractured his
left foot; then on 24th June 1918
he was hit by a grenade thrown at
close range. Fred received
significant injuries to his chest,
jaw, arm, finger, thigh and foot:
several fingers were amputated,
and his left foot was severly
injured. Fred spent time in two
military hospitals in Hillingdon,
and Shorncliffe, Kent.
Finally, Fred was medically
assessed as 100% disabled and
was discharged from the
Australian army in April 1919.
He received a "silver war
badge", which was issued in the
UK to service personnel who had
been honourably discharged due
to wounds or sickness during
World War 1.

We know that after the war
Fred Jury lived at 72 Woolwich
Road and was there at least until
1931. In 1932 he died at Queen
Mary’s Hospital Roehampton.
We also know that William Jury
enlisted in the Australian army,
was seriously wounded in action,
was committed to Sunnyside
Mental Hospital in New Zealand
in the 1940s. He died in the
1960s, in the same hospital.

Sarah moved to Greenwich
South Street in 1933, where she
died in 1936.

You might think that that is the
end of Frederick Jury’s story.
However, I thought I would try to
find out where he was buried,
with the idea that it would be nice
to go and pay my respects to him.
Well it just so happens that he is
buried just around the corner
from where I live - in Greenwich
Cemetery.

It was like searching for a
needle in a haystack, but luckily,
Jason, the grave digger with
Royal Greenwich Parks, was very
helpful. He checked the records,
and told me that Fred’s grave
would be in area “Z” which is the
paupers’ grave area. The area is
very overgrown, with some of the
small tombstones completely
covered in brambles and nettles. I
wasn’t feeling too optimistic to
tell you the truth.

And then, Jason shouted “I’ve
found Frederick!”, and he
straightened the stone. It was a
moving moment for me, to see

his final resting place, and I
found myself imagining who may
have stood there when they
buried him all those years ago in
1932. But for a moment [ was a
little taken aback when I read
“Beloved Husband of Millie
Jury” (was this another wife we
had not heard of?) Then of course
I realized that this was his pet
name for Sarah Amelia Elizabeth
Frances (a shortened version of
Amelia). In fact, Sarah’s grave is
also in Greenwich.

Jason the grave digger and I
spent a few moments next to
Fred’s grave. It seemed sort of
sad that after such an intriguing
life, we had to search in the
undergrowth for his headstone,
but Jason, used to such
ponderings, said that it really isn’t
about the material things we leave
behind, or the state of the
gravestone. It’s the legacy we
leave, the places we visit, the
people we touched in our lives.

There must be hundreds and
thousands of undiscovered stories
lying in the Thames waiting to be
found one day. In the case of
Frederick Jury, many decades
passed before the Thames tide
washed away the layers of thick
mud to give us a glimpse of his
life, pulled together from the
various databases and heritage
sites that exist, But these few
facts give little idea of the
thoughts, feelings and dreams that
made the man, and his wife, who
they were.

This brings to mind a quote from
a book by Douglas Kennedy The
Pursuit of Happiness, which
really spoke to me:

“And do you want to know
something rather amusing? My
past, my choices - when I die, all
that past will vanish with me. It’s
the most astonishing thing about
getting old: discovering that all
the pain, all the drama, is so com-
pletely transitory. You carry it
with you. Then, one day, you’re
gone, and nobody knows about
the narrative that was your life.
Unless you’ve told it to some-
body or written it down.”

It’s so true. So I put this to

you. If someone found your lug-
gage tag in the Thames in 100
years time, what would they write
about you? What is your story?
If you would like to read more
stories from the River Thames,
you can find them on my web-
site www.tidelineart.co
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ENVIRONMENT

Open Spaces Society Slates

Commercial use of Parks

In February, the WN reported that the Royal Borough of Greenwich Events Team
withdrew its blanket licence applications to extend the number
of events on Circus Field following an extraordinary number of objections from
local residents, amenity societies and organisations, including the Westcombe

Society. The latest edition of Open Space magazine indicates that this is a nation-
wide issue. The jury is out as to whether the Royal Parks could go the same way: it

is hoped that the transfer of the management of the 8 Royal Parks and The Royal
Parks Agency (TRPA) from the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS)

to the Royal Parks Foundation will offer the parks a secure future.

he Open Spaces Society, Britain’s

oldest national conservation body, has
slated the abuse of parks and green spaces
for commercial purposes in an Opinion
piece I wrote for the society’s the latest
issue of Open Space magazine.

The society has criticised Wandsworth
Council for approving Formula
E’s plan to occupy Battersea
Park, Ealing Council for backing
a boozy Oktoberfest on Acton
Green common, and Lambeth
Council for allowing a festival on Clapham
Common, converting a green space into a
mudbath.

In my view, such events are in breach of
the Greater London Parks and Open
Spaces Order 1967 which outlaws certain
activities on London’s commons and in its
parks and requires ministerial consent for
any works, including temporary ones, on
the commons. But the London Boroughs
of Wandsworth, Ealing and Lambeth, and
possibly others, don’t seem to care.

It’s all about attracting big business and
commercial sponsorship at the expense of
quiet enjoyment. Many parks were created

@ Fully trained
uniformed staff

@ Full insurance
included in
ALL quotes

® Prompt free
estimates

® On-site
containerised
storage

® Discounts for
long-term storage

® Well-established
family business

® Pianos - our forte

Call

0800 0157775

for\aifree survey. or visit
Jamesremoyals.com
folrequesta;
quotationionline

Kate

Ashbrook

in Victorian times to satisfy the human
need for fresh air and tranquillity in an
increasingly dense urban area. That need
is greater now than ever.

Of course local authorities are strapped
for cash. Of course they must find savings
and generate income. But they should not
do so in ways which conflict
with the ethos of those far-sight-
ed people—some of them our
founders—who secured these
open spaces in the first place.

A recent report, Learning to Rethink
Parks, by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Big
Lottery Fund and NESTA (National
Endowment for Science Technology and
Arts) has found new ways to raise income
and reduce costs for public parks in the
face of budget cuts.

Their recommendations include greater
involvement of park users, local business
and residents in the design and delivery of
ideas. The report does not propose sacri-
ficing the parks to international motor-
races, or noisy, muddy “festivals”.

There is massive evidence that green
spaces are essential for people’s health and
well-being. Local authorities should stop
trying to sell off or exploit their parks and
instead work with residents and others to
make them better.

The Open Spaces Society was founded in
1865 and is Britain’s oldest national con-
servation body. It campaigns to protect
common land, village greens, open spaces
and public paths, and people’s right to
enjoy them. This year it celebrates its
150th anniversary.

CONTACT:
Kate Ashbrook 01491 573535 (work)
07771 655694 (mob.)

0208-858-7211
All prices are excluding VAT

Go Easy Self Drive Hire

The Greenworks, 145 Nathan Way, Thamesmead, London, SE28 0AB

PHOTO:

Lightning
strike -

This stark trunk is all
that remains of a cedar
tree in the flower
garden of Greenwich
Park. The tree was
struck by lightning in
mid-afternoon on
Friday 29th April.

Two passing joggers
had a narrow escape:
they said that, in
future, they would
celebrate two birthdays
each year.

ED: The WN welcomes
photographs of recent
events sent in by
readers: so please carry
that camera with you,

to catch that unique
moment!

Roger Marshall

Planning applications can be
viewed in the library, or at the
Woolwich Library on the lower
ground floor of the Woolwich
Centre, 35 Wellington St. They
may also be viewed on www. green-
wich.gov.uk/planning

Campaigners tell Mayor
Khan: NO to the Tunnel

ampaigners against the Silvertown

Tunnel have launched a petition to
demand that the new mayor Sadiq Khan
withdraws the scheme from the planning
system.

Mayor Khan pledged to look again at
the scheme, put in place by Boris Johnson,
after acknowledging worries about the air
pollution and congestion a new road
crossing between the Royal Docks and
Greenwich Peninsula would cause.

TfL submitted the tunnel plans for
planning permission in the final week of
Boris Johnson’s mayoralty. If built, the
tunnel will generate more traffic,
exacerbating congestion at other
bottlenecks across London, leading to
worse air quality and longer journey times.

Mayor Khan told London Assembly
members on May 25th. that he was review-
ing the scheme, along with all the crossing
proposals put in place under Johnson - but
refused to withdraw it from the planning
system. Now the No to Silvertown Tunnel
campaign is asking him to:

» Show he is serious about his commitment
to tackle pollution by withdrawing the
Silvertown Tunnel proposal from the

his predecessor covered up a report that
made clear the effects of air pollution in
the boroughs that will be affected by the
Silvertown Tunnel, such as Newham,
Tower Hamlets, Greenwich, Lewisham and
Southwark.

The No to Silvertown Tunnel chair Anne
Robbins says: “We never had much faith in
the congestion and pollution assessments
for the Silvertown Tunnel, but the
shocking revelations about pollution and
primary schools mean Sadiq Khan needs to
pull the scheme out of planning, and
urgently look again at a scheme that will
damage the lives of communities across
east and south-east London.

“Nobody is denying Blackwall Tunnel
congestion isn’t a problem, but the
Silvertown Tunnel will only make the
situation worse. Even a tunnel for ‘cleaner
vehicles’ would just send more polluting
traffic into local areas to head to the
Rotherhithe Tunnel. The tunnel will cost
Londoners £107m before the diggers even
start work - money TfL could put to better
use elsewhere.”

The petition can be found at
www.toxictunnel.co.uk.

planning system immediately.
* Fully review the Silvertown
Tunnel — taking into account
all views, not just Transport
for London's — and other
crossing schemes planned
east of Tower Bridge.

Pre-construction costs for
the tunnel are £107 million,
according to documents
submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate. The full cost of
building the tunnel will be at
least £1 billion.

Since Mayor Khan was
elected, it has been revealed

A & A LANDSCAPES

Landscape Specialists

Susan Clark Interiors

Cars From £21.95 Vans From £24.95

2 Doors Cars, 5 Door Cars, Transit Connect, Short Wheel Base Transit, Long Wheel Base Transit and Luton

with tail lift available.

n www.goeasyhire.co.uk
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Free advice & Qualified

estimates horticulturalist

All aspects of soft & hard landscaping
work carried out including
* Maintenance *Site clearance
* Turfing * Tree surgery
* Fencing * Patios
* Brickwork

Tel. 020 8318 2530

Construction to complete renovation
Project Management * Interior Design
Upholstery ¢ Joinery ¢ Lighting
Curtains ¢ Blinds ¢ Paint
Antique Furniture ¢ Gifts * Cards
sales@susanclarkinteriors.com
www.susanclarkinteriors.com
0208 305 2299




please send ads for the Market place with pay-
ment by the 10th day of the preceding month to:
Marilyn | ittle, 163, Westcombe Hill, se3 7dp
8853 1312 Advertising@westcombesociety.org
ALL classified adverts 30p per word. Please make cheques
payable to The Westcombe Society

ET PLACE

ACCOMMODATION
Good rel iABl e Host FAMil ies wanted for for-

eign students. For more info. please contact Lynne
on 01732 822649 or email sesgreenwich@aol.com

ROOMS FOR HIRE

Function rooM For Hire
Blackheath area, up to 150 people, Bar, disabled
access. Tel 07940 296290

GARDENING

GAr den MAint enAnce: mowing, weeding, pruning,
communal garden contracts, fruit and vegetables,
gardening tuition, RHS qualified, also domestic cleaning.
Call John and Rachel on 07746 121510

HOLIDAYS

WHit st ABl e WeeKends / WeeKs Sea wall house
between Oyster Warehouse and Harbour. Sleeps 5.
Fantastic views. 8858 6578 or 013 04 367443

nortH Yor KsHire Moor s The Georgian
House. Delightful period house in charming
Pickering market town. Sleeps 10. http://www.
thegeorgianhouse.co.uk/ Tel: 07876 385189
House to rent Sole Rose is a charming and
beautifully furnished period house in the popular
seaside town of Southwold, Suffolk. Situated within
easy walking distance of the High Street, beach and
pier. Sleeps 4/6. http://www.solerose.co.uk
07876385189

PERSONAL CARE & THERAPY

Bl AcKHeAtH Hol istic HeAltHser vice.
counsel linG, Al eXAnder tecHniQue,Yo GA
tel: 020 8858 5969 /1991, www.bhhs.selondon.co.uk
pil Ates cl Asses At MYcenAe House.
Mondays at 1.45pm and t hursdays at 2.00pm.

All levels welcome, mats provided. Please contact
Hilary for further details on 07970 290818
reFleXol oGY For You @ Pilates Plus London.
Maternity Reflexology, Pregnancy Massage, Ear
Candling, Facial Rejuvenation Massage and Reiki.
Contact: leoniepape @hotmail.com 07791653802

SERVICES & TRADE

pest control services All types of pests dealt
with including fox control. Call John 0208 300 3496
WestcoMBe cl eAner s I'm a friendly, hard-
working & organised domestic cleaner. Regular or
single services. Competitive rates. Additional tasks. |
love my clients to be happy. Phone 07746 291617
interior decor Ator & cAr penter with over

20 years experience. A member of the guild of
mastercraftsman. Free quotes & friendly advice on
all your decorating requirements. Local references
available.Tel. Ashley Greaves 8858 2981
WindoW & Gutter cleAninG
Blackheath-window-cleaner.co.uk 07791 465052
puBBl e pl Aster inG Need a plasterer with
excellent references? Work is of high standard.
Qualified C&G. Plastering-Rendering-
Plasterboarding - Repairs. Free quotes! Call Alex on
07547 468459 / 0203 092 0684
pubbleplastering@googlemail.com

AMAnN And AvAn Tel: 020 8858 3889

Mobile: 07885 917842

Andr eW Fl et cHer Painting, Decorating & Tiling
services. Over 20 years' experience, fully insured.
References available. Call 07702 094382

sunsHine WindoW cl eAninG For a no-
obligation quote call Martin on 07821403577

dAvidson pl AsterinG And decor AtinG

services Ceilings repaired or renovated. Artex

ceilings skimmed to a smooth finish. Painting and

Decorating. Insurance work undertaken. C&G quali-

fied. Small jobs welcome. Free advice and esti-

mates. Phone 07746 121510

HoMeWor Ks

All-round handyman for those DIY’s you have no time for!

General repairs. Painting & Decorating. General Carpentry

and flooring. Flat-pack assembly. Patio and deck cleaning.

No job too small. Contact Matthew Barron 07903 388658.

eXperienced l ocAl ArcHitect offering full

range of architectural services, inc. planning and

building regulations applications, technical and con-

struction drawings, full project management, and site

work. Reg. with the Architects Registration Board.

Mob: 07853423130 E: gj@gjhanjeearchitects.com

MAr K cHeeseMAN, | ocAl cAr penter And

Joiner with 30 years experience. All aspects of

carpentry and construction carried out considerately

and to a high standard. Reinstatement of

original Victorian/Edwardian/Georgian details,

ie shutters, skirtings, plinth blocks, picture rails,

cornices etc. Bespoke joinery, wardrobes, cup-

boards, stairs, kitchens. Sash windows

overhauls. Resin timber repairs. Please call

M: 07767 456131 or H: 020 8854 4028

tr Ained cHiMneY sWeep & stove instAl l er

Fast, friendly Happy to work! Call Anthony on 07772

649577 or email: chimneymaintenance@gmail.com

cr AFtY peAr coFFee And cr ocHet

Come along and improve your crochet skills in a

relaxed environment whilst enjoying tea, coffee,

homemade cake and chat! Tuesdays 12.30-2.30 at

45 Mayhill Rd, Charlton. £10 per session. Call Lisa

on 07771647618 for information or to book a place

HAve You Got tHe sKills or tiMe For diY?

or is it all just such an effort!

if that’s your problem, i can solve it !

* Decorating including preparation, painting,
wall-papering & special finishes.

* Re- hanging doors and putting up shelving.

* Re-laying floors-lino, wood laminates & ceramics.

* Domestic Electrical work.

* Plumbing - taps, showers,radiators and external.

* Garden revival and maintenance

if you need help with any of these please call

tony: 0208 856 9398 M: 07961 540836

http://www.tonysdiy.com/

s.s.d pl uMBinG And HeAtinG Friendly local

plumber available for free estimates and advice. All

works undertaken, no job too small, from boilers to

bathroom suites, all works viewed within 24 hours, fully

insured and new work guaranteed. Call today on 07931

536533 or 8305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com

MAIl col Mtier neY, cAr penter

Specialist in refurbishment, repair and replacement

of sash windows. 0777 5657371

upHol sterer speciAlisinGin tr AditionAl

upHol st er Y Www.suemayesupholstery.

net or phone 07932 040298

s.s.d dAMp pr ooFinG speciAl ist s in the treat-

ment of RISING & PENETRATING damp. Repair/

renewal of rotten structural timbers as a result of damp.

Chemical injection and render using tried and tested

systems. Specialists in providing horizontal and vertical

barriers against damp/ water ingress. Please contact us

for a free consultation and written estimate.

Mob: 07931536 533 Land: 020 8305 1039

c.s.cArpentrY-JoinerY

Decorating and all building work undertaken. Joseph

McNamara 8857 5480, mob. 07947155366

doMestic Hel p Experienced, mature, reliable

lady cleaner available for regular or one-off cleaning;

also ironing. References available.

Contact Violeta 07767972263

13 Station Crescent,

Westcombe park dental practice
Treatments Available

Anti-Wrinkle Treatments & Dermal Fillings

Westcombe Park, London SE3 7EQ Tel. 0208 8533304 Fax: 0208 8581784

Zoom Tooth Whitening
Dental Implants
Invisalign
Smile Makeovers
Tooth Colouring Fillings

Childcare for ages 3

T con See o
great nulSery
flom hele

choose Zoom Nurseries.

challenges ahead.

Or visit our website for more details www.zoomnurseries.com

If you're looking for a nursery that will help your child to grow and develop -

At Zoom every child enjoys an individual Learning Journey. A record that tracks
their daily progress through our fantastic fun-filled learning environment.

It's just one of the tools we use to keep our parents up-to-date with their child's
achievements, as well as their personal, social and emotional development.
It's an important tool, one that helps us ensure that when they leave Zoom to
start school, they leave as independent learners and thinkers, ready for the

With five nurseries in Eltham, Hither Green, Blackheath and Brockley that
between them have four Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ judgements, and places available,
you don't have to go far to give your child a great start.

To find out more and arrange an informal visit please
call Ann Briley, Assistant Childcare Director on
07816 413718 or emaihnbriley.zoom@gmail.com

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

JeWeller Y And WAt cH r epAir s And

VAl uAt ions from Michele Franklin. British
Jewellers Association accreditation 07809 502 714
Michele @personaljewellerylondon.co.uk

s.s.d Buil ders Itd.

Long established Building & Roofing Company avail-
able for free estimates & advice. ALL works under-
taken, from guttering to Refurbishments. All works
viewed within 24 hours, fully insured & new work is
guaranteed. Call us today on 07931 536533 or 0208
305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com

pHone/Br oAdBANnd socKets.

Improved Broadband speed plates, Fault Finding
Repairs, New Extensions, Tidying of cables. 25 yrs
BT, Insured. 07845 705900

Air conditioninG & el ectricAl Wor K
Fully qualified engineers CSCS Tel: 07419 312547
eBooK & WeBsite creAtion, copYWritinG,
pr ooFr e AdinG Printing and design, leaflet
distribution, office/secretarial services

Contact Blackheath Business Solutions
www.blackheathbusinesssolutions.com

piAno tuner  Prompt friendly service from an expe-
rienced, fully qualified tuner technician. For tuning and
repairs call Jim Kimberley 0208 305 0033

decor AtinG, el ectrics Plumbing and Property
Maintenance. Est, 25 years. References available.
Phil McNamara 8857 5480, mobile 07814 360862
t.tAelectrics. NICEIC Approved Contractor,
Quality Tradesman. All electrical work undertaken,
Fully Insured & Guaranteed. 24HR EMERGENCY
ELECTRICAL. Please call Tony on 07961 509 403
OR 020 84887425 OR info@ttaelectrics.co.uk
locAl cArpet cl eAner Specialist in cleaning
Carpets, Upholstery & rugs. Competitive rates.

M: 07828503132 Email: adam@carpetcrew.co.uk
http://www.carpetcrew.co.uk

FAsHion desiGner & dr essMAKer :

Fair Trade Ethical Clothing - Hand made in London
Providing clients with a Bespoke fitted Garment
designed and made especially for that special
occasion. call: 07904 880 448

tAl | GABI es pictur e Fr AMinG

All works undertaken at very reasonable prices.
Contact Emily on 07787 524265, @tallgables

or Tall Gables via Facebook

electriciAn /Al Ar MenGineer

No job too small TMIET registered. Call 0787 9011792

NANNY SHARE/FOR SALE

FAMILY LOOKING FOR OTHER FAMILY in the
Westcombe Park area to share nanny with 1 year old son.
Full or part-time. We have an excellent, experienced
nanny to share. Please call Catherine on 07939 489268.
VICTORIAN BOW FRONT CHEST OF DRAWERS.
£75. 020 8853 3730

TUITION

need Hel p WitH Your coMputer ?

Local technician provides home technical support &
tuition. No job too small, all in your own home. Ring
Glenn: 8473 4091

it Al iAn t uition Native ltalian teacher offers les-
sons at all levels.Preparation for GCSE, A-LEVELS
courses, Grammar, Conversation Tel 07788 743371
MAt Hs & enGl isH t uit ion and preparation for
11+ and independent school selection tests by quali-
fied and experienced teacher.marystuition.com Mary
Bauckham 07709089838 mary.bauckham@virgin.net
enGl isH/pr iMAr Y/11-pl us tuition All ages
welcome. GCSE, A/S-Levels, Common Entrance,
Primary, etc. Fully qualified, experienced teacher.
Call Hellin Halliday BA(Hons), PGCE on 020 8858
7704 / 07928 017762 to discuss how | can help.
sHoW Your coMputer WHo is t He Boss
Are you looking for some extra help working with
your computer? Need some help with your digital
photos, online shopping and the jargon? To discuss
the options, call Paul on 07958 251448 or email
paul.clayton@soulchip.co.uk

russiAn tuition Russian-speaking

university lecturer offers lessons at all levels
(including university, business and conversation) in
your home/office Tel. 07766 531401

Mul viHil | AcAdeMY oF irisH dAnce

Adult and Child Irish Dance Classes available

in the Blackheath area. Come along for a
fun-all-in-one workout. For more information

call Rachel on 07707 100521

JoAnnA's dAnce cl Asses for younger and
older adults. Contemporary dance & movement
class General level Tuesdays - 7.30 - 8.30pm.
Come Dance & Exercise for 50s+:

Fridays 11.00am-12.00pm

Mycenae House, Mycenae Rd, SE3 7SE

T: 07709952215 E: joclare@hotmail.it

(See http//www.we‘stcombesociety.org

35 GLENLUCE ROAD
Construct single storey rear extension

45 ULUNDI ROAD
Construct single storey rear infill extension

ref 16/1699F

ref 16/1467/F

2o ™

Thursday

MEfA Montessori classes during term

time at: Montessori House, 135 Westcombe
Hill, Blackheath SE3 7DP
All enquiries 0771 0433994

Tuesday 9.30 - 11.30 (2 - 9 years)

3.30-5.30 After-school Nurture (4 - 11)
Wednesday 9:30-11:30

Montessori Dance (all ages) Please enquire.
1.30 - 2.30 Baby Montessori

2.45- 3.45 Toddler Montessori

10.30 - 12.00 Toddler Montessori
1.00-3.00 Montessori School (2-9)

BUY LOCAL!

Discounts available on production
of your Westcombe Society
membership card.

Bl AcKHeAt H vil | AGe:

pAr es Foot WeAr

10% OFF all shoes over £20, excluding sale stock
r AFFl es desiGner WeAr.

10% OFF all non-sale goods

tHe ver B sHop 10 percent discount on all
copywriting and content creation. Free 1 hour
assessment of your marketing material.

Gr eenWicH:

nortHpolerestAur Ant

12.5% OFF Meals only for two

3d divinG 10% discount on all scuba diving
courses. Offer excludes scuba diving equipment.
Gr eenWicH coMMunicAtion centre

at 164 Trafalgar Road: 10% Discount on all
Computer Maintenance & Repairs (inc Tablets &
Smartphones)

www.greenwichcc.com T: 02082692103

HuMBer r oAd:

BodYWor KZ - t He Fitness clinic

109 Humber Road.10% OFF all treatments costing
£30 or more except Chiropody; exc.Saturdays.
roYAl nepAl ese r estAur Ant

(Station Crescent) 20% OFF meals for two or more
Sunday - Thursday.

tHe curious coMB

10% discount on services over £30 Weekdays
8am-10am, 2pm-4pm (excludes retail purchases).
coriAnder r est Aur Ant (Station Crescent)
25% off Sunday to Thursday. Bookings only!

tHe stAndArd:

coton & HAMBI in - opticiAns

£65 off complete spectacles

KAr An cHeMist 10% OFF Weds. only

Bl AcKHeAtH eYecAr e opticiAns

20% off 2nd pair of spectacles. (Same prescrip-
tion). Not in conjunction with any other offer.
(Complete glasses start from £49.95 with single
vision lenses). 5% off contact lens solution and
accessories. https://www.blackheatheyecare.co.uk/
tr oJAn pr ess 10% OFF all quotations

West coMBe Hil |

A*drivinG scHool £5 discount on the price
of one x 2 hour lesson for WS members.

t He Wonder WoMen net Wor K 10% discount

West coMBe pAr Kr oAd

KAr en stor eY oF HoMespAce offers mem-
bers 10% discount on decluttering & homestaging
services 0844 846 5854 www.home-space.biz

peninsul A

sHendA FAlveY per sonAl tr AininG &
Boot c AMps Free bootcamp session at
Greenwich Peninsula worth £10. Book to secure
place (excludes existing customers)

25% off first personal training session plus free
consultation M: 07887 727 335
www.shendafalveypersonaltraining.com

] K Auto Services
All makes of vehicles serviced
Saab Specialist
Tyres & Exhaust

Fitting Service

Air Conditioning
Re-gas & Servicing Facilities

Unit 52, New Lydenburg
Industrial Estate,
New Lydenburg Street,
Charlton SE7 8NF
Tel: 020 8293 1511

CHILDCARE

Flexible Nursery (0-5's) 8AM-6PM

Full-time, part-time, mornings, afternoons, ad-hoc.
Hot Desking on site
Training & Career Support

Pre-School Room opening Sept

Free (and extended hours) 3- and 4-year-old places
Led by experienced teachers

APPLY NOW

www.more 2childcare.com

Lovell's Hall, The FORUM,
Trafalgar Road,
Greenwich SE10 9EQ
020 8853 3644




