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Property bubble now    
hitting Greenwich

Fact file

NHS Greenwich
The Greenwich Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG) are holding the next NHS
Greenwich Governing Body meeting on
Wednesday 25th March  at the Grand Salon,
Charlton House, Charlton Road, London SE7
8RE from 1.30pm - 5.00pm. 

This is a  public meeting.  Anyone who
would like to attend (and ask questions!) is
warmly invited to come; no booking needed.

Court news
Congratulations to Baron Greenwich, aka
HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, for
receiving a knighthood at the hands of Tony
Abbott, monarchist Prime Minister of
Australia, as part of the celebrations for
Australia Day.  Good on yer, mate!

On our doorstep . . . 
The Fan Museum is putting on an exhibition
to commemorate the Battle of Waterloo
which saw the final defeat of Napoleon
Bonaparte.   Waterloo: Life and Times runs
until May 10th, and also features fans made
to commemorate other military events.

Happy Easter . . . 
No Southeastern services will operate to or
from Cannon Street, London Bridge, Charing
Cross or Waterloo East over Easter: so, no
service to these stations from April 3rd - 6th.
Visit www.westcombesociety.org for details.

20 mph speed limit
Lewisham is to introduce a  borough-wide
speed limit of 20 mph from January 2016.

March for Homes
Public anger over housing issues spilled over
onto the streets in February.  A number of
local residents took part in a march on City
Hall to demand Mayor Boris Johnson deliver
solutions to the capital’s deepening housing
crisis. A typical slogan was: “Social Housing,
not Social Cleansing”.

General Election 2015
Mycenae House Commuity Centre and
Blackheath & Greenwich United Nations
Association are organising a hustings meeting
at Mycenae House Community Centre,
Mycenae Road, Blackheath SE3 on
Wednesday 15th April 7.30 - 9.00.  Come
along to hear, and question, your candidates! 
Info: 0208 858 8489

WN
reporter

*  In 2011, a report, The
World in London, published
by top estate agent Savills,
documented  billions of
pounds of  money from
overseas flowing into the
capital’s prime housing
market.  
*  The biggest investors in
central London property
have been from Eastern
Europe (15% of the mar-
ket) followed by Middle
Eastern and North African
buyers (14% market share)
Average  price paid: £5m,
and rising.
* The number of afford-
able homes built in
England has fallen to an
eight-year low.  Figures
unearthed by the Bureau
of Investigative Journalism
show  42,710 affordable
homes will be built in the
year ending this coming
April  – the lowest since
2006; this represents a
26% fall since 2010.

* 1.4 million families are
on council waiting lists. 
Only one new  Council
house is built for  every 21
sold to tenants
* “Affordable housing” is a
relative term:  it means
costing only 80% of the
market value.   ie. only
affordable by a select few.
“Affordable” should not
be confused with “social
housing”, which working
Londoners urgently need.
*  Britain’s ten biggest
housebuilding companies
have seen their profits
climb to £2.1 billion in
2014   – 34% up on 2013.
Much of the  profit is from
sales to non-residential
purchasers,  mainly  in
central London.
* 1 Hyde Park is now the
most expensive in the
country. One apartment
was sold for £136m. You
can drive your sports car
into  the  lift . . . 

The original scheme in Abbey Wood envisaged an 81,000
sq. ft. Sainsbury’s foodstore, 5,000 sq. ft. of retail and
commercial space and 220 new apartments, including some
affordable units. The latter are out of reach for most local
people. The scheme is attractive to investors, because once
Crossrail is completed, residents will have easy access to
Canary Wharf and the City.

The Westcombe Society
Daffodil Tea Sat 7th March 

2.00 - 4.00 pm for Senior Citizens: good company, homemade
cakes and sandwiches, a quiz, a free raffle – who wouldn’t
want to come!   If you haven’t had an invitation and would

like to come, or know someone who would like to attend, 
please contact Caroline on 020 8853 0948.

Nearly New Sale Sat 21st March 
Children’s Clothes, Toys & Equipment - bargains galore.

2.00pm to 3.30pm. Entrance 50p. Members 30p, 
children free. If you would like to book a table or rail,

please contact Joanne on 07709 571777.

Sat 4th April Easter Egg Hunt 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Come to Mycenae House gardens for an Eggcellent Hunt!

No adults allowed unless accompanied by children!

“We lived in Westcombe Park
for more than seven years;

for the first five years our landlord did
nothing with our rent. Then two years
ago he raised it £70, last year he raised
it £50, and this year he wanted an
extra £200.  At that point, we knew it
was getting ridiculous and we had to
move,” a young mother told the WN.

Well, we know why, now: the
Royal Borough is being hit by the
London housing bubble.  According
to Halifax, the UK’s largest
mortgage lender,  Greenwich now
tops the list of towns and cities
recording the largest increase in
house prices in 2014. 

The average house price in
Greenwich rose from £263,183 to
£328,044 in the 12 months to last
November.  That increase, of 24.6%,
was almost three times the 8.5% rise
recorded across the UK as a whole.

We used to think that it was
property values in central London
that were being hiked by rich
foreigners seeking a lucrative
investment.  But now they are on
our doorsteps; or rather, we are on
their doorsteps.
“No social housing”
For example, new homes built in
Abbey Wood were being marketed  to
wealthy investors from Asia  as
containing “no social housing.”

Development Securities’  £85 m
Cross Quarter Scheme  had an
“exclusive launch” in the luxury
Mandarin Hotel in Hong Kong; and
investors were told that it is “a fully
private block with no social housing.” 

The cheapest three bedroom home
in Abbey Tower is £528k.  Britain's
biggest housebuilding companies are
making a killing. Aua Yeboa, who
works in a local beauty salon, near the
Abbey Tower, development, said: “I
would love to buy an apartment – but
there’s no way that I can afford one.
The homes should be for locals.”

Questions are being asked about
what controls are being exercised by
local authority planners: surely, any
large building development should be
required to include both social and
affordable housing?

Well, no: as part of its Gateway
Regeneration Project,  the London
Borough of Lewisham has approved
362 new homes: none of them have
any affordable units.  Apparently,
affordable housing in the two new
tower blocks is “not viable.”

Broken guidelines
Even the developers say current
government policy is “deeply flawed”
and  “wrecks social mix.”  Planning
regulations require developers to
contribute funds for local amenities
(such as schools, affordable housing or
roads – known as Section 106
payments) – yet the housing minister,
Brandon Lewis allows developers to
avoid or  drastically reduce such
payments: in effect, putting company
profits above people’s needs. John
Walker, director of planning in Tory-
controlled Westminster Council
described the policy as “insane.”

Helen Mercer from Lewisham
People Before Profit, said: “The
Gateway development has nothing for
local people. It brings more residents
without providing any additional
schools, medical care, trains, or
buses.”

To be fair, things are not being
made easy for local councils.  For
example,  take Hutchison Whampoa’s
Convoys Wharf  scheme.  Lewisham
Council’s concerns  – about the size of
the planned towers, the number of
affordable homes, and serious road
traffic issues – were overruled by
Boris Johnson on appeal  – breaking
his own planning guidelines. 

Homes – or investments?
Are we going the same way here in
Greenwich? Kidbrooke Village will
have more units than the old Ferrier
Estate it replaced – but with little or
no extra provision for schools, clinics,
or public transport. The WN has been
unable to find out how many of the

units have been sold to foreigners as
an investment and will, like so many
others around London, stand empty. 

But one cynical local resident 
commented: “I just hope that that is
what’s happened. Otherwise,  our
roads and schools could not cope.”

As Matthew Pennycook points out
on page 6, councils’ negotiations with
developers are often fraught. It will be
interesting to view documents relating
to the negotiations between Greenwich
and Knight Dragon in 2012 over the
peninsula development following the
court order that they be released.

Housing is seldom mentioned in
party manifestos – but it should be:
there are complaints about houses
becoming, not homes for working
people, but an investment tool, and
local authorities such as Wandsworth
which have a duty to house homeless
people, are carrying out what is being
called “social cleansing.”  

Across London, poor people are
being evicted so that the estates can
be re-developed “viably”.

And then there is the running sore
of sky-high rents – people are having
to pay a fortune for accommodation
little bigger than a box-room.  Many
tenants are now having to share
rooms, often with complete strangers.

Signs of hope? 
In Greenwich, the Council has now
launched a Hidden Homes and
Extensions scheme, costing £1.7 m, to
convert and extend empty properties
and other types of buildings  into new
homes.  But Cllr Chris Kirby, RGB’s
cabinet member for housing, admits:
“Available land we could use for
building  new homes is at a premium
in this borough.”

Is that  because so much of the land
has been sold to private developers?

In the longer term, things may be
looking more hopeful:  there are plans
to build thousands of new homes on
the Peninsula. Of these, 25% will be
categorised as affordable,  and are to
include student housing and special
needs housing.   There’s also a shared
ownership scheme*.  

Let’s hope that these plans remain
“viable”. * See page 6.

Comments:
“Many people are struggling to pay their rent. I will fight
to ensure the council builds more and better social housing
and drives a harder bargain with developers. I will also do
everything I can to help families at risk of being forced out
of this ward by the Tories’ bedroom tax.”

Cherry Parker (Labour Councillor)
"Labour councillors like to talk a good game on affordable
housing, but they simply don't deliver.  Instead, as we have
seen on the Peninsula, the council rolls over and lets big
developers get their way.  It's time for the Labour-run
council to stand up to the developers and make sure
Greenwich gets the affordable housing it needs."

Matt Hartley  Conservative Parliamentary       
Candidate for Greenwich & Woolwich

“Public land was given to 
profit-making private interests 
in exchange for being allowed 

to rent back a slice of public space.
It's privatization by 

another name.”  Nancy Taaffe
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Letters to the editor Any views expressed are those of the writers only, and are
not necessarily those of the WN or the Westcombe Society.

Yanno was born in 1939 and spent his early
years in Eleusis, near Athens.   When aged
six an accident with a booby trapped bomb
nearly killed him – and left him blind.

After a long time in hospital, his mother
brought him on a nightmarish journey across
war-damaged Europe for treatment at
Moorfields Eye Hospital.  After a rather
unhappy period at a primary boarding school
in Bristol, he went to Worcester College for
the Blind, where he was much happier, in
due course becoming chess captain and,
finally, head prefect.   He then read Law at
Magdalen College, Oxford, where he met his
future wife Hilary (one of many volunteers
who came to read his law texts to him).

They married immediately after going
down from Oxford and moved to London
where Yanno undertook his training contract
with Godfrey, Davis and Batt.  In 1970,
shortly after the birth of their two children
(Andrew and Helena) they came to their
house in Mycenae Road.  They were active
members of the Westcombe Society in its
earliest years, and Yanno was chairman at the
time of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977. 

After his training, Yanno joined Heald
Nickinson (later taken over by Radcliffe’s),
where he subsequently became a partner.
Along with a sharp intelligence, Yanno’s
phenomenal memory was the basis of his
success as a commercial property solicitor.
He could recall complex documents after
they were read to him just once.   

Yanno loved sport, and played vicarious
rugby, cricket and hockey through Andrew’s
school teams. One of his greatest joys was
to find somewhere quiet on a summer’s day
to listen to Test Match Special. 

Yanno’s last years were marred by illness,
and he had to struggle to maintain his
humour and patience.  But he remained at
home until the very last.  He died on 21st
January.  Our deepest sympathies to Hilary
and all the  family.                 Dick Allard

From: Patricia Gillard, Chair BRSVA
Have you ever been stopped by a driver or
pedestrian, near Old Dover Road or Stratheden
Road, who requested directions to Greenwich,
Woolwich, Charlton, Blackheath Village or
Shooters Hill etc?

Have you noticed that there is nothing to tell
you where you are in this part of Royal
Greenwich? Well, there used to be a directional
wooden fingerpost which stood on the green
outside The Royal Standard public House.  It
was made of wood and some people remember
it, but when it started to crumble it was never
replaced.  It is mentioned in old books of
Greenwich.

We, The Blackheath Royal Standard Village
Association (BRSVA), a group of local people
which includes members of The Westcombe
Society, local Councillors, local residents,
Church ministers and Traders' Association,
intend to replace it to help local businesses,
visitors and others, and in a small way, put this
ancient part of Royal Greenwich on the map. 

Raising the funds to buy the materials and
make the post is in progress and we hope that it
will appear this spring.  If you would like to
come along to our planning group then you
would be most welcome.
Contact: pattygillard@yahoo.co.uk

From: G.  Bailey, Westcombe Park Rd
Recently we had house guests who were woken
at  5.00 am by a series of aircraft overhead. Has
anyone else noticed an increase in noise
nuisance from aircraft?
Ed:  In February, a £220 million project to
expand London City Airport was given the go-
ahead, despite more than 1,000 objections.

From: Peter Greaves  The Plantation
My wife and I got separate emails reminding us
that our Freedom Passes were due for renewal
and inviting us to do it on-line.  

It was extremely simple.  All we had to do
was to type in the number on our existing pass
in the indicated box and send it in.  No need to
scan anything – and we received our new ones
in the post, using our original photos. Brilliant!

From: David Robson FRCP
In reply to Malcom Hardy, the Freedom Pass
renewal process was straightforward in my case.
However I do not remember having to scan 
documents but instead just entering some data
online.     Ed: Me too!

From: Vivien Davies   Old Dover Road
I am co-director of a local Parent Group
supporting parents and carers of children with
disabilities and special needs.  We have been
engaging with members of the London
Assembly and local councillors,  to tell them
about the issues we need help with and finding
out what they can do to help.

We've had a great response from local coun-
cillors including  Cllr. Matthew Pennycook and
Cllr John Fahy (Deputy Leader of the Council
and Cabinet Member for Children's Services).

We are a small completely voluntary group
of parents working hard on a really tiny grant to
give parents of children like ours a voice.   If
you are a  parent or carer of a child with special
needs or disabilities, do come and join us.
Contact: www.greenwichparentvoice.com
Email: info@greenwichparentvoice.com
Twitter: @GPVinfo

From: Trevor Allman             Coleraine Road
As a concerned resident & Left Unity supporter,
I attended the “No Silvertown Tunnel” AGM at
Mycenae House in January, and heard an
informative speech by Christian Woolmar.

Given the dire environmental impact that the
proposed tunnel could have,  with  increased
pollution and traffic congestion levels, and the
close proximity of the next General Election,
there was a notable absence of any Labour,
Conservative, UKIP or Green Party parliamen-
tary candidates for the Greenwich & Woolwich
constituency (I don’t believe the Liberal
Democrats have selected a candidate yet).

What is especially reprehensible, given the
Green Party’s alleged concern for the environ-
ment, was that both their candidates for this
constituency, and Eltham, were in the room
above the “No Silvertown Tunnel” meeting, and
even though their meeting ending early, neither

bothered to look in to give even their token
support for the campaign to stop the Silvertown
Tunnel and its negative environmental impact.

It seems it is only through ‘People Power’
that we are going to prevent being choked in
this area with pollution, as neither the current
main political parties nor the council seem to
give a damn about our health and welfare.

From: Name and address supplied
In January, I receiving a Police leaflet alerting
Vanbrugh Hill dwellers to incidents of burglary.
This reminded me of something of which we
can all do to help with the problem.

Though we are reminded to cancel milk and
newspapers during an absence,  protruding
papers from a letter box are also a give-away
sign. The majority of these are unsolicited and
include Freebie newspapers, and information
about takeaways: but it will not be long before
they are joined by electioneering leaflets when
the General Election campaign gets underway.

Those responsible for delivering this material
should ensure it does not protrude from the
letter box.I suggest householders should contact
the source indicating no interest or support
would be given unless remedied. 

Those who deliver the WN on a regular basis
do so in a manner of public spirit and know the
rules.  Next time, perhaps the Police might add
this issue to their list. 
Ed: Thankfully, the police report that there has
been a decrease in burglary incidents in our
area – but residents should remain vigilant.

From: The Blackheath Society
Following last year’s successful Community Clear
up,  Martin Hyde is organising another clear up day
for Sat. 21st March 2 - 4.00pm. All are welcome to
join in this local Spring-Clean.  As usual, people
are asked to meet at the Talbot Place Car Park.

From: St George’s Church
To mark Fairtrade Fortnight, we are having a
stall in the church  on March 1st. This would be
a good way of ordering your  Fair Trade Easter
Eggs (order by March 15th please).  All include
a booklet giving the Real meaning of Easter.

Yanno PatrinosEvery year the
Westcombe Society

holds a party to thank all
those who volunteer during
the year.  Also invited: new-
comers to the area, and of
course, would-be members
planning to join!  This year,
the party  was on Feb.  21st,
and a good time was had by
all.  Many thanks to the
Events Committee for
organising a great party.

ABOVE: Our chairman Marilyn Little
presents a cheque to Andrew Mitchell,
head of fund-raising for the 999 Club,
which runs a shelter for  homeless 
people in Deptford, and Louise, a local
volunteer with the 999 Club.

The money has already been spent
on a much-needed industrial washing
machine, so that guests can come in,
have a shower, and get the towels
washed. Andrew said it had made a
huge difference, and thanked the 

Society for its support.

ABOVE: Two flautists, Catherine and
Catherine, were a delight to listen to.

RIGHT: Happy
Birthday Myles!
88 already?

LEFT & BELOW:
Carpe diem!
“What a swell  
party it was!”
[from the   

film High    
Society]
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A & A LANDSCAPES
Landscape Specialists

Free advice &           Qualified 
estimates horticulturalist

All aspects of soft & hard landscaping
work carried out including

* Maintenance  *Site clearance
* Turfing  * Tree surgery

* Fencing   * Patios  
* Brickwork

Tel. 020 8318 2530

Support Cystic Fibrosis TrustCouncil’s parking 
plans  ‘on hold’

Editing the WN is getting easier – we just need 
to repeat the same old stories . . 

Its focus on the
BBC is unique

www.churchill-society-london.
org.uk/ChLect2K3.html

£9.99  from the British 
Library Bookshop or

other good bookshops.
Also available at Nicky’s News 

in Old Dover Road & 
The Bookshop on the Heath       

If you missed local wealth manager
Daren Wallbank's free seminar on

Inheritance Tax planning at Mycenae
House last November, there's a second
chance to find out how to leave more of
your money to your loved ones and less to
the tax man. 

Daren is holding more free seminars at
Mycenae House in Westcombe Park on
Thursday 19th March and at the Quaker
Meeting House in Blackheath on Thursday
26th March, at 3.pm and 7.00pm.

Attending this event could save you
over £300,000 in tax!  Here's what a local
resident said about the seminar:

"I was aware that I had an inheritance
tax liability before I went along to Daren's
seminar. But I was shocked when he
explained just how much of my estate
would go to the tax man unless I acted
now! Fortunately, Daren has proved a mine
of expert knowledge on how to legally
reduce my liabilities. His advice has funda-
mentally changed my husband’s and my
thinking on how we look at our estate. He's
come up with some really clever strategies

that are helping us move from years of
accumulating wealth towards making sure
it benefits our family now and in the
future. I'd urge anyone who is thinking
about estate planning to get in touch with
Daren now."  Jacqueline, Westcombe Park

Places are limited so please contact Daren
by phone or email to book your place. 
Daren Wallbank Ginkgo Financial 0203
675 9050 email
events@ginkgofinancial.com

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Seminars on Inheritance Tax

Our local traders on Old Dover Road
continue to ask what has happened
to the parking review which was

promised for autumn 2013.  Is the Council
cooking up a cunning plan?

Do these words have a familiar ring?
Well, they should do: this was the report in
the WN in March 2014, and it continued:
“The news is this: not so much a cunning
plan as “a draft parking strategy” that will
deal,  in due course,  with “overarching
principles”, rather than “specific schemes”.

“So the traders of Old Dover Road will
have to wait as the problem is kicked into
the long grass. What is taking so long? The
problem has been going on for years, but it
was not until October 2011, that  the WN
reported that the traders had organized a
petition calling on the Council to restrict
parking in Old Dover Road. 

“There are people parking all day,” said
one trader. “Some are commuters - you see
them walking away with their briefcases. A
lot of them work at M&S.”

“The petition asked the Council to pre-
vent anyone from parking for longer than
two hours – no return within three hours.

“In response,  Greenwich Council
announced, in February 2012, that it was
“consulting” on a plan to make people pay
for their parking by mobile phone....”

Readers will recall there was a very
predictable outcry against this idea - and

another petition resulted.  Back to the
drawing board . . .  That was all in 2014.

Forward to the present: like Cllr Brighty
(February’s WN), Cllr Paul Morrissey  also
contacted the council with the same old
queries . . .  and got this result from Tom
Jackson. In part, the letter reads:

You might know that the Council has a
programme of installing new, and review-
ing existing, control parking zones (CPZs)
...     During 2014/15 we have prioritised
work in the east and south of the Borough.

However, Mr Jackson said he had been
contacted by residents in Coleraine &
Mycenae Road questioning the boundary
between the free bays and the permit bays.
He had also heard concerns expressed
about parking in the Standard and  Old
Dover Road.  He goes on:

I am writing to advise you that it is very
likely that a review of the Westcombe CPZ
will be included in the 2015/16 work plan.
.... the review is unlikely to start until late

May/June at the earliest ...  
I am writing to your ward member col-

leagues in the same vein . . .   If you have
any queries on this please contact me.

Yours Tim Jackson
But please don’t blame Mr Jackson. It’s

not his fault.  All we know at the WN is
this: traders are still asking, after at least 7
years: “What’s happening about parking
in Old Dover Road?”

Our next Volunteer Day will be on
Saturday 7th March  from 10 am until

1.00 pm.  Our meeting point will be in the
Maze Hill cul-de-sac at about 9.50am.   

If you bring your own tools, we sug-
gest that you mark your name on them.
Gloves and boots also recommended.

Please note that access to the site is not  
suitable for children or for people with
mobility problems. Coffee, tea, fruit squash
and biscuits will be provided. Please note
there are no toilet facilities on site.  

Please call Frank Smith on 8852 6390
or 07989 445 057 with any queries you
have on the day, or email:

westcombewoodlands@
hotmail.co.uk.

Frank Smith

Westcombe Woodlands 
Come and join us for some Spring

planting in Mycenae gardens on Sat.
7th March 10.00 am - 1.00 pm, & 2.00 -
5.00 pm. (Why not bring a packed lunch?)
We plan to establish some new plants on
the west side of the gardens.

You are welcome to attend all or some
of the day but please confirm whether you
can take part by sending a message to
friendsofmycenaegardens@gmail.com 

Joe Beale is undertaking a 6-month bird
and butterfly audit and will contact an
expert on invertebrates and a botanist to
look at other aspects.  Joe is also advising
on installation of 5 bird boxes.
The AGM of the Friends of Mycenae
Gardens (FOMG) is at 7.00 pm on
Tuesday March 24th. in the Greenwich
Steiner School.

Mycenae Gardens

The London Marathon has become
hugely popular, with many thousands

of runners – and millions of spectators and
volunteers. It’s also a great  way of raising
money for a wide range of charities, as we
at the Greenwich and Blackheath Cystic
Fibrosis Trust have discovered.

Cystic fibrosis is a life-shortening
inherited disease, affecting over 10,000
people in the UK.   You can't catch or
develop cystic fibrosis, it's something
you're born with and most cases in the UK
are now diagnosed soon after birth.

Each year one of our very successful
fundraising schemes is to offer bed and
breakfast to London Marathon runners
with friends in this area.

This is not intended to be professional
B & B but an enterprise to raise money for
a very special charity and at the same time
offer a friendly local home to a runner
before their huge challenge. The runners

we accommodate are taking part in the
marathon to raise money for the Cystic
Fibrosis Trust, and both runners and hosts
from previous years have told us that they
really enjoyed the experience.

Bed and breakfast is offered at £50 for a
single or £75 for a double and this is
donated directly by runners to the CF
Trust, so hosts do not need to deal with
any payments.  (Many of the runners do
not actually want breakfast as they have a
special food that they bring with them.) 

The date of the London Marathon this
year is Sunday 26th April so guests would
be staying on the night of Saturday 25th
April.    If you think you might be willing
to take part this year or have any questions
please do get in touch with me. Many
thanks!                    Sacha Bright
Greenwich and Blackheath Cystic
Fibrosis Trust
Sachabright@hotmail.com

JRJAMES REMOVALSJAMES REMOVALS
.com.com

‘excel lence through ef for t ’‘excel lence through ef for t ’

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com 
to request a 

quotation online

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com
to request a 

quotation online

● Fully trained 
uniformed staff

● Full insurance 
included in 
ALL quotes

● Prompt free 
estimates

● On-site 
containerised 
storage

● Discounts for 
long-term storage

● Well-established 
family business

● Pianos – our forte

BAR MEMBER NO. JO28

 

 
 

 
 

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

Supported by
Check Out The Full Programme
www.mycenaehouse.co.uk 020 8858 1749

‘Live & Local’

March 2015
JazzNights Club - Friday 13
Featuring the Mycenae Jazz All Stars &
the return of the great Dave Silk.
Comedy Club - Friday 20
Featuring Andrew O’Neill, Cerys Nelmes with
More to be Added.

Icarus Acoustic Club - Friday 27
Jack Harris, Coridor & Colin Davies.

New ‘Whats On’ Magazine Available Now

Great live events on your doorstep.

The 999 Club isn’t alone in providing
shelter for homeless people.  St

George’s has been providing food and
shelter in our parish to 15 homeless people
every Tuesday night, in partnership with
the Forum@ Greenwich.

Many volunteers – including Chris
Taylor, St George’s talented  chef –are
helping out,  both in St George’s and other
centres.  The Greenwich Night Shelter
Project ends in March, and it is hoped will
be repeated next year.
•   Last month, representatives of many
different faiths took part in a pilgrimage
across London that  started  in the Regent’s
Park Mosque, went on to the Central
Synagogue in Great Portland Street before

going on to Westminster Abbey. A number
of people from St George’s and
Christ-church Forum took part in this
interfaith pilgrimage, the brainchild of the
Coexist Foundation which seeks to foster
greater understanding across divides.      

After gathering outside Parliament, to
show “a united love of democracy” the
pilgrimage went on to St Thomas’ Hospital
“to emphasise the faiths’ shared respect for
life.”  Cambridge University’s Divinity
Professor David Ford said: “The religion
agenda is too often hijacked by extremists
who pervert the message of their faith to
meet their political aims.  We are celebrat-
ing the different faiths’ common ground
and their shared imperative for peace.”

News from St George’s Church



Following the Charlie Hebdo debacle,
the western media have been full of

articles asserting the value and importance
of freedom of speech; but we now have
our own cause célèbre, at Goldsmiths.

The feminist stand-up comedian Kate
Smurthwaite was planning to put on a
comedy show at Goldsmiths University;
well done, Goldsmiths, for landing
this world-class comedian who has
performed internationally, and
has featured many times on the
BBC – as much as a political
commentator as a comedian. (She
appeared on BBC TV's Question
Time in  2014).

So why was it her show was pulled by
the College's comedy society  after reports
of campaigners  threatening to picket the
event?  The Feminist Society met to
decide whether the show should go on, and
70% said  that it should; but a minority
threatened to picket the event.

Let Kate take up the story: “I was
booked to do a show at Goldsmiths
College, in south London. I've performed
there many times before. The show was a
joint event for the Comedy Society and the
Feminist Society – members of which
could come for free – and we then agreed
they would put up a ticket page for anyone
else – such as local residents who fancied
coming, and as a way to cover costs....

“The day before the show I was getting
a lot of hassle on Twitter because I had
dared to suggest that cutting the opening
hours of Spearmint Rhino strip club was a
good thing. From the get-go I'd started
blocking people on Twitter who were
bothering me, so I could generally only see
half of the conversation that was going on.
But I did get to see messages like this one
from the LSE Students' Union Feminists: 
". . . we could contact the Goldsmiths
FemSoc to see if they want to protest".

Kate thought it only fair to let the
organisers know there was a risk of a
protest of people disrupting the show.

Why would they want to do that?  The
Comedy club sent her a message mention-
ing "accusations", and also that some of
her comments had been “Islamophobic”.
This she angrily denies – saying that she
had merely said that women should not be
forced to wear a burka.  

Kate Smurthwaite was well-known at
the Edinburgh Festival, and since then

she has  performed her show more
than fifty times. Her show is not
everyone's cup of tea: she has
strong (and controversial) views,

for example on women's rights to
choose, and prostitution (she thinks it

should be legal – but clients should be
prosecuted).   The latter view was it seems
unpopular at Goldsmiths because it could
threaten the livelihood of sex workers.

The sorts of issues, you would think,
that a bunch of modern University students
would take in their stride, or at least take
on board as a stimulus to thought.

Well, no: they dropped the show.
Another message read: "I have to send you
a  passage about our ‘safe space’ policy
outlining kinda what you can or cannot
say. Because our union is "for" sex work-
ing it's probably best to avoid that area of
conversation  ......  that’s what they are
most worried about.”

Very strange, you’d think, that anyone
would feel they should picket a comedy
show if they disagreed with the views of
the person performing.  Said Kate: “The
strangest thing is that my show is not about
prostitution. I don’t even mention it. In a
massively ironic coincidence, my show is
about free speech, its power and uses and
abuses. It is also about Saudi prisoner of
conscience Raif Badawi, who is now being
nominated for the Nobel peace prize.”

So much for freedom of expression at
our universities.  Well-known feminist
activists Beatrix Campbell and Deborah
Cameron  (among many others) have
called on universities to keep a “safe
space” (sic)  for freedom of speech.
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Immersive theatre at the NMM
Many people go to the theatre to be

transported into another world.  In
“immersive theatre”, the audience are not
merely passive bystanders. They are part of
the story, however small their role, and
they will find themselves in the middle of
the action, either as a witness, or an actual
character. 

It is thinking like this that inspired the
Punchdrunk Enrichment theatre company
to mount their show Against Captain’s
Orders: A Journey into the Uncharted
being put on at the National Maritime
Museum. The show is for children aged 6 -
12 - no adult  admitted unless accompanied
by a child!  The children are transported
into an exciting world of maritime history,
derring-do and adventure in this new
family exhibition.

Children will be 
active throughout the
experience. The 
performance takes 

the children on the adventure of a 
lifetime – a  theatrical journey through the
Museum, the like of which has never been
seen before: exploring the National
Maritime Museum’s extraordinary
collection of maritime artefacts, each one
with a story to tell. 

The trip is exciting, enlightening, and,
perhaps just a tiny bit dangerous . . .
Anyone brave enough to get on board will
scarcely believe what will happen next…

The show is on at the National Maritime
Museum Special Exhibitions Gallery from
28th March until 31st August 2015, from
10.am daily. Open to schools and families
with children aged 6-12 years. Cost:
£19.75 per person (Friends 20% off)
Each performance lasts 50 minutes.

Puccini’s
Tosca

Blackheath Halls is delighted to
welcome  the Choir of Clare

College Cambridge, with the Dmitri
Ensemble, for a special Passiontide
Concert, including MacMillan’s
“Seven Last Words on the Cross” and
John Tavener’s  haunting “Song for
Athene”. The programme also
includes works by William Harris,
Parry and Herbert Howells

This is a rare opportunity to hear
one of the world’s leading choral
groups. Founded in 1971, they have
since gained an enviable international
reputation.
“Thrilling... “ Edward Greenfield,
Gramophone Magazine
Sat. 14 March 7.30pm | Great Hall
Blackheath Halls
Tickets  £24 | £20 | £5 under 16s

Clare College Choir

Midsummer Opera in the Spring?  Why
not?  Opera is good at any time!

Midsummer Opera is much loved  in our
neck of the woods – a high percentage of
Midsummer Opera’s performers live in SE3,
SE10 and SE13. All the more reason for going
to their performance of  Giacomo Puccini's
TOSCA at St John's Waterloo in March.

The performance will be sung in the original
Italian and will be semi-staged; most unusually,
the famous Te Deum at the end of the first Act
features the church's organ.

The cast includes Deborah Stoddart as
Tosca, John Upperton as Cavaradossi and
Stephen Holloway as Scarpia. 

The Chorus and Symphony Orchestra of
Midsummer Opera will be joined by a  chil-
dren's choir from St Dunstan's College, Catford
and the whole ensemble will be conducted by
MSO's Artistic Director, David Roblou.
Tosca will be performed at St John’s Church,
73 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8TY on Sun.
22nd March (4.30), Fri. 27th March (7.00pm)
& Sun. 29th March (4.30pm) Tickets: £22
(£19 concs.) in advance or  £26/£23 on the
door. Box office: 020 7652 0070 or online:
www.wegottickets.com

•
earlyyears@pointers-school.co.uk   www.pointers-school.co.uk

For boys and girls from 3 to 11 years of age
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0208 858 7977  
earlyyears@pointers-school.co.uk 

EARLY YEARS DEPARTMENT, 37 SHOOTERS HILL ROAD, BLACKHEATH SE3 7HS

FLEXIBLE SESSIONS

GOVERNMENT CHILDCARE 
VOUCHERS ACCEPTED

COMPETITIVE FEES

  

  

   

 

 

0208 858 7977  •  0208 293 1331 
earlyyears@pointers-school.co.uk www.pointers-school.co.uk

EARLY YEARS DEPARTMENT, 37 SHOOTERS HILL ROAD, BLACKHEATH SE3 7HS

OUTSTANDING PASTORAL CARE

BREAKFAST CLUB AND AFTER 
SCHOOL CARE

FRESHLY PREPARED ORGANIC FOOD

  

  

   

 

 

This dramatic poster advertised
Connecticut Opera’s production of
Tosca in 2007 - 2008. See it in colour
on our website!

SPECTRUM
Painters &
Decorators

Interior/Exterior

No job too Small
Clean and Reliable

Free Estimates
30 Years Experience

020 8853 2759 
or 0795 0815412

NT’s Connections

BASED IN GREENWICH, WE ARE YOUR LOCAL 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES COMPANY.

From changing a light bulb to a full rewire... 
Carrying out an electrical safety inspection to 

fault finding...
WE CAN DO IT ALL!

We are NICEIC approved and a member of the 
Electrical Safety Register.

For a free quotation, please call or email and we’ll 
be happy to help.

 p: 020 83336759               m: 07887 571058
e: tpn@vikingpower.co.uk

In March, Connections celebrates great new
writing for the stage – and the energy,

commitment and talent of young theatre-
maker. 5,000 young people from 260 youth
companies present 10 new plays commis-
sioned by the National Theatre in 27 partner
theatres.   This year, The National Theatre
supports the drama companies as they bring
their performances  to the stage at Greenwich
Theatre.  Included in the programme is a play
put on by John Roan School on 20th March. 

The young performers participating at  the
Greenwich Theatre are:
WED. 18th MARCH 6pm   Craft Work Theatre
Company - Hood by Katherine Chandler
THURS. 19 MARCH  6.00pm -  Woolwich
Polytechnic School - Hood (again)
8.00pm -Thomas Tallis School - The Accordion
Shop by Cush Jumbo
FRIDAY 20 MARCH  6.00pm - 
John Roan School - Remote by Stef Smith
8.00pm - Reactivate, Knole Academy - The

Accordion Shop by Cush Jumbo
SAT. 21 MARCH 7.00pm - Montage Theatre Arts
The Edelweiss Project by Ayub Khan Din
8.45pm - South London Theatre Youth Group -
Remote by Stef Smith
SUN. 22 MARCH  6.00pm - BRIT MT Collective
Hospital Food by Eugene O'Hare
SUN. 29 MARCH 6.00pm Churchill Theatre
Connections Company Ben Ockrent’s Hacktivists

Je Suis
Kate 

Smurth-
waite?

Rumpus on the campus
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CANCER RESEARCH LUNCH
Thurs. 5th. March at The Clarendon Hotel,
Montpelier Row, Blackheath SE3 0RW Aiden Kent
will be singing “Songs from Yesteryear”  Prize draw
& Raffle. To book, call Wendy on  8265 0335 by
Mon. 2nd March. Cost: £8.50.  
INDUSTRIAL HISTORY SOCIETY
10th March Elizabeth Blanchet on the prefabs of
Lewisham's Excalibur Estate  Meeting at The Old
Bakehouse, Bennett Park, SE3. Please use the station
car park. Meetings start at 7.30: non members £1.
BLACKHEATH HALLS Tel 020 8463 0100
Laughing Boy Comedy Club
Thu 19th Mar 8.00pm  Line up:
Rob Deering,  Ben Norris (Mock The Week)

Kev McCarthy - MC for the evening
Viewed as one of the top ten ‘hidden comedy
hotspots’ by GQ Magazine Laughing Boy   £10
BLACKHEATH BRIDGE CLUB duplicate sessions
in Mycenae House Mon. & Thurs. 7.15 pm & on Wed.
at 1.15  Tel. 8851 2609                                                                 
BLACKHEATH & GREENWICH WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE: First Wednesday of every month at
7.30 pm at Sunfields Methodist Church, Old Dover
Road,  SE3 8SJ eileenflanagan194@btinternet.com
GREENWICH MERIDIAN CHOIR  If you are
interested in joining the choir as a regular member,
(rehearsals are Thursday evenings during term time),
contact Jean Valsler on 0208 8527548 or email
brookjean@btinternet.com  
GLOBAL FUSION MUSIC & ARTS Free work-
shops Fortnightly Tuesday & Friday evenings 7.30 -
8.30 at Mascalls Meeting Rooms off Victoria Way
Charlton SE7 7TT: Tai Chi. Singing, Drumming,
Writers’ Group, African Dance Info: 020 8858 9497
THE CLARENDON HOTEL, Montpelier Row,
Blackheath  Tel. 8318 4321 Jazz at the Row very
Wednesday from 7.00 pm in the bar. 
BLACKHEATH HALLS Tel 020 8463 0100
Wed 18th March  8.00pm Recital Room:
JOAN OF ARC -  A HISTORY by Helen Castor
Tickets £10.00
ENGLISH FOLK MUSIC 9.00pm every Tuesday 
at the Lord pub, Creek Road; jazz Thursday

BLACKHEATH HALLS Tel 020 8463 0100
LUNCHTIME RECITALS in the RECITAL
ROOM The Friends of Blackheath Halls series of
recitals. A light lunch is available before the recital.
Mon. 2nd Mar. “The leading Ladies”
Mon. 9th Mar. Annie Yim piano: Schumann etc.
Thur. 19th Mar. Eusebius Quartet: Haydn &
Schumann
Mon 23rd Mar. Adele Paxton soprano & Sarah
Down piano
Fri. 27th Mar. Minerva piano trio play Brahms
FRI 6 Mar. 7.30pm TRINITY LABAN JAZZ
ENSEMBLE Jazz from the Swing to Bop eras
Recital Room    Admission free but ticketed

BLACKHEATH HALLS Tel 020 8463 0100
Sunday Series for Classical Music Lovers
Sun. March 1st 11.00 am  Naufal Mukumi piano
plays Beethoven’s Appassionata No.23 Op.57
Scriabin 12 etudes Op.8  Chopin Scherzos (Complete)
Tickets: £14 | £12  (Recital supported by Esta Finlay)
Sun. Mar. 15th 11.00 am  Wihan Quartet
Schubert String Quartet No 10  Paganini 6 Caprices
for String Quartet (arr. William Zinn) Dvorak Quartet
in G Major Op 106    £14 | £12
Sun. Mar. 29th 11.00 am  Benjamin Baker violin
Robert Thompson piano Schubert Grand Duo in A
major, for Violin and Piano, D.574
Ysaÿe Violin Sonata No.4 in E minor, Op.27 ‘Fritz
Kreisler’ Ernst The Last Rose of Summer (Étude
No.6)  Strauss Sonata for Violin and Piano in E flat
major, Op.18   Tickets: £14 | £12

COMMUNITY

THEATREARTS

BLACKHEATH HALLS
Sat 21st March  3.00 pm  Recital room
THERE’S A MONSTER IN MY PIANO  £7.00
Ages 4+  Running time: 45 minutes
GREENWICH THEATRE
Sun 15th March 2.00 pm Mothers’ Day Treat!
HOW THE KOALA LEARNT TO HUG Tickets
£11.00  Children & Concs. £8.50 Age 3+
Mon 16 March 7.30 pm  Pupils of Blackheath High
School GDST present Disney's BEAUTY AND
THE BEAST JR.  Tickets £11.00 (concs. £9.00)
Tue 31 March   YEH SHEN An enchanting tale of 
a young orphaned girl, a magical fish, a nasty step-
mother and... a lost shoe. Will Yeh Shen be able to
attend the New Year Festival? How can a fish, a  drag-
on and a horse help her? Will she ever find  happi-
ness? And what happens to the shoe?

THE BRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE. 
SW CORNER of E GREENWICH PLEASAUNCE
ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNTS
22nd March from 2.30-4.30pm. One for Under 5s,
one for Over 5s.  £2 per child; plus children's
entertainment, & cakes and refreshments on sale.

CHILDREN & FAMILY

Printing in Blackheath 
since 1978

1a Lizban s t
b lackheath, London  s e 3 8s s

t el: 020 8853 2268
e mail: dave@trojanpress.co.uk

www.trojanpress.com

Sat 7th March  Daffodil Tea
Sat 21st March Nearly New Sale 
Sat 4th April  Easter Egg Hunt Mycenae Gardens
Fri  17th April   Quiz Night
May: AGM:   Dates to be confirmed
Sat 27th June Members' Evening 
Fri  25th Sept Macmillan Biggest Coffee Morning 
Sat 26th Sept   Nearly New Sale 
Sat  10th Oct.   Chrysanthemum Tea
Fri   23rd Oct.  Quiz Night

Please ring  Joanne on 07709 571777 if you would
like to help out on any of these events!

THE WESTCOMBE SOCIETY

THE GREENWICH THEATRE Crooms Hill,
Greenwich, London SE10 8ES 020 8858 7755
Wed 4th - Sun. 8th March 8.00 pm  KATE by
Agnes Porkelsdottir Wild  Iceland 1940, and the
British are coming ...  “Magic, beautiful, and unmiss-
able ...”  £16.00 concs £13.50 
Thurs. 12th - Sat 14th March  7.30 pm  
DALLOWAY,  adapted from Virginia Woolf by  Elton
Townend Jones  £16.00 concs £13.50
Tues 17th - Wed 18th March  8.00 pm  JUST by Ali
Smith  A comic satire on  contemporary justice. by
Kidbrooke Theatre Company  Ages 12+.  
£12.00  concs. £10.00
Wed 25th March  7.30 pm  PRINCESS IDA The
medieval musical that makes Game of Thrones look
like tiddlywinks! Gilbert & Sullivan’s take on the bat-
tle of the sexes

THE GEOFFREY WHITWORTH THEATRE
Beech Walk, Crayford, DA1 4NP 01322 526390
bookings@the gwt.org.uk
7th – 14th March THE THRILL OF LOVE
by Amanda Whittington
LONDON THEATRE 443 New Cross Road, Outer
London, SE14 6TA (Near New Cross Station) 
Box office 0208 694 1888
Thurs 5th March  8.00pm  JO BURKE her brutally
honest, no holds barred, stand up comedy show.
Tues 17th  -  Sun 22nd March  8pm  (5pm Sunday) 
WEIMAR KABARETT & JOY DIVISION  Two
plays: lesser known true stories of Nazi Germany.
Tuesday 24th - Sunday 29th March  8.00pm
(5.00pm Sun)   Venturewolf present Sheridan’s
THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL.

THE SPACE
Email: info@space.org.ukTel: 020 7515 7799
269 Westferry Road,  London E14 3RS
3rd - 14th March THE COLLECTOR by Mark
Healey, based on the novel by John Fowles
14th March - 3rd April VERNON GOD LITTLE
Adapted by Tanya Ronder from DBC Pierre’s novel  

AGE EXCHANGE

BOOK SALES: on the second Saturday every month
(except August & December) 10.00 am - 4.00 pm.
LUNCHTIME CONCERTS on the last Wednesday
of every month by Trinity Laban students. Free, but
there is a retiring collection in aid of Age Exchange &
Blackheath Village Library. 

Learning is fun
St Olave’s is a Prep School in
New Eltham for boys and girls
aged 3-11 years

Tel: 020 8294 8930
www.stolaves.org.uk

! Broad, child-centred curriculum
! Excellent results in the 11+

selection
! Clubs, outings and residential

trips
! Excellent pastoral care
! Small classes
! Specialist staff for PE, IT, Music,

French and Drama
! Sibling fee reduction
! Before and after school care

MUSIC

SCHUBERT FESTIVAL
Details: trinitylaban.
ac.uk/schubertfes

King Charles Court:
Tues 24th March 

1.00, 4.00 & 7.00 pm
Wed 25th March 

1.00 pm and 7.00 pm 
Thurs. 26th March

1.00 pm and 4.00 pm
Fri 27th March 7.00pm

The Old Royal Naval
College Chapel:
Fri 27th March 
1.05 pm
All concerts FREE

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL and 
CORPORATE FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Investments - Pensions - Estate Planning

2 Charlton Road. Blackheath Standard
London   SE3 7EX (T) 020 3417 9760

email:  enquiries@gswealth.co.uk
website:  www.gswealth.co.uk.

HELPING  YOU PLAN YOUR  FUTURE
Grant Saw Wealth Management Ltd. is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

Grant Saw Wealth Management Limited

Sundays 11.00am Parish Communion
Tuesdays 7.00 pm Greenwich Winter Night
Shelter (until the end of March)
Wednesdays at 8.30am   Morning Prayer
12.30 pm  Soup Lunch & Fellowship
Pilgrim Study course on the Beatitudes:
Wednesdays 1.30 at St. George’s &

7.45.pm at 3 Hardy Road
Thursdays 1.30 pm at Christchurch &

8.00 pm at 89 Westcombe Park Road
Your neighbourhood church on Glenluce Road.

Rev’d Robert T (Tim) Yeager 07804 614245

S   George’s
WESTCOMBE  PARK

                
 

 
 
 

 
Check Out Our NEW Website:  wristworthheating.weebly.com      

 

 

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM
THE QUEEN’s HOUSE 
THE ART AND SCIENCE OF EXPLORATION
1768 - 1780 In The Queen’s House. See the Stubbs
Kangaroo (and Dingo) saved by the public, and work
of artists from all three of Captain Cook’s voyages
BLACKHEATH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS
SOCIETY, St Mary’s Church Hall, Cresswell Park,
Blackheath  4th Thursday of every month, 2.00 for
2.30. Next meeting 26th March Dr Susan Kay
Williams Imperial purple to Denim blue: the
colourful history of textiles  Non-members £5   
GREENWICH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS
SOCIETY King William Court, the University of
Greenwich  NEXT LECTURE: 9th Mar.  From
Rag Dolls to Robots - Chloe Sayer Fellow of the
Anthropological Institute  020 8852 7873   Non-mem-
bers £8.00
MADE IN GREENWICH GALLERY 8293 9823
www.madeingreenwich.co.uk 324 Creek Rd SE10.
6th-15th March New Paintings by David Walsh. 
Meet the artist between 12 and 4 on Sunday 8th and
come on Tuesday 12th at 7.30 to hear Michael
Bartholomew-Biggs read from his new collection
"Pictures from a Postponed Exhibition", inspired by
David's earlier work. Local poets Mick Delap and
Fiona Moore will also read from their latest collec-
tions. Free events, refreshments available. 324 Creek
Road SE10 9SW www.madeingreenwich.co.uk
GREENWICH GALLERY Peyton Place SE10 8RS
March 20th - April 5th Crowds - prize contest with
Award.io  Mon-Friday 9.30-5.30 weekends 12-4pm.
Admission Free. 
FRIENDS OF CHARLTON HOUSE
The Old Library, Charlton House, Charlton
Village.  Contact:  020 8293 5192  e-mail:
oonachantrell@yahoo.co.uk  Art exhibition 2015
A variety of work by local artists, for sale.
Friday 6th. March - Sunday 8th. March
Friday Opening Evening  7-9pm   Wine and Snacks –
Free Entry  Viewing Saturday 10-5, Sunday 2-5
Come along and see this lively mix of work.   Share a
drink with the artists on Friday evening, 6th March.  

TRINTY LABAN
DANCE:
Thurs.5th March 7.30
Wendy Houstoun:
Pact with Pointlessness 
Laban Theatre
£16 | £12 concs
'Funny and moving in
equal measure'

- Guardian

ISI Inspection - "EXCELLENT" IN ALL AREAS (HIGHEST GRADE) 2014

T. 020 8293 1331
E. secretary@pointers-school.co.uk W. www.pointers-school.co.uk

  First class examination results 
 Organic food
  Breakfast club and after school care 
(7.45am - 6.30pm)

 Christian Evangelical in ethos
  Numerous extra-curricular clubs  
(Archery to Horse Riding)

 Large variety of outdoor and PE activities
  The Brazilian Kickers – teaching football  
the Brazilian way

  Holiday Club (Christmas, Easter,  
Summer and all half-terms)

The Pointer School
(Blackheath)

OFSTED Inspection  - "OUTSTANDING" IN ALL AREAS 2008
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FEATURES
Should we be surprised that building firms are now actively marketing properties in Greenwich – Kidbrooke Village, 

Greenwich Square, and the like – in the Pacific Rim?  Well, that is one of the penalties of being a global city.  
However, MATT PENNYCOOK argues that there are  limits  . . .

What price regeneration?

Susan Clark Interiors 

113 Humber Rd

London SE3 7LW

Construction to complete renovation
Project Management • Interior Design

Upholstery • Joinery • Lighting
Curtains • Blinds • Paint

Antique Furniture • Gifts • Cards
sales@susanclarkinteriors.com
www.susanclarkinteriors.com

0208 305 2299

Susan Clark Interiors

The WN looks at

Shared
ownership 

Enveloped on three sides by the lower
Thames, the Greenwich Peninsula is
probably most familiar to Londoners

as the home of the O2 arena. It is also the
site of one of the capital’s largest
regeneration schemes with up to 10,010
new homes and 325,000 square metres of
commercial floorspace earmarked for
construction over a 25-year period.

Once home to a vast complex of heavy
industry, this barren and heavily contami-
nated wasteland was selected in the late
1990s as the site for a flagship sustainable
community. Decontaminated and remediat-
ed by English Partnerships, the original
Peninsula vision was for a brand new
London district – a stable, sustainable,
integrated community linked to central
London by the new Jubilee Line extension
that would, once completed, stand as a
totem of urban renaissance and a fine
example of what a well-designed twenty-
first century mixed community could be.

A decade and a half on, it’s unclear
whether that original vision can still be
realised. After a long period of inactivity
when, along with numerous other schemes
in the Thames Gateway, development on
the Peninsula stalled, the earthmovers are
once again chewing up the soil. 

Yet they’re doing so in a very different
context than the one in which the original
Peninsula vision was conceived. The
remorseless rise of house prices in the area,
the steady influx of international capital,
the Coalition Government’s decision to cut
the affordable housing grant by 60 per cent
in 2010, the introduction of the
“Affordable Rent” regime and a Mayoral
administration that has been more than
willing to relax its affordability targets and
intervene in the planning process to ensure
private development of any kind proceeds
– all have made it much harder for local
authorities to secure socially inclusive,
integrated and sustainable regeneration.

And so it has played out on the
Greenwich Peninsula. The arrival of
Knight Dragon Developments Limited, a
Hong Kong-based property developer, as
sole owner of the site in 2013 quickly led
to a welcome resumption of development
after a prolonged period of inactivity. 

However,  Knight Dragon has a  very
different approach to regeneration: one that
has led to the effective segregation of
lower-income tenants from wealthy home-
buyers through planning authorisations that
have clustered new affordable homes onto
the eastern side of the Peninsula away from
the glittering towers of Canary Wharf.

Revised plan
Now Knight Dragon have signalled their
intent to go one step further by applying
for a revision of the 2004 Terry Farrell
designed Greenwich masterplan – which
set the framework for the comprehensive
development of the site – in order to     
increase the number of total permitted 

‘units’ from 10,010 to 15,497, many of
which would be high-cost, high-density
and high-rise, particularly those to the
immediate west of the 02 arena.

Knight Dragon cannot be blamed for
attempting to increase the number of
luxury private homes for sale on the site.
As a corporate developer Knight Dragon
exists to maximise their profit. Like other
developers in the capital, they are simply
responding to signals from its insatiable
property market  – and a Mayor intent on
achieving his London-wide target of
42,000 new units per year even if it means
forgetting about affordability and breach-
ing his own density guidelines (for exam-
ple, Boris Johnson's intervention over
Hutchison Whampoa's Convoys Wharf
scheme, in which he ruled against
Lewisham's call for a greater proportion of
affordable homes).

Nor can these  proposals simply be
dismissed out of hand. In a global city that
is facing an acute housing shortage –
currently, Greenwich has over 14,000
people on our housing waiting list – there
may well be some justification for an
increase in homes, height and density, and
Knight Dragon is right to argue that much
has changed since the original Greenwich
Peninsula development framework was
approved. 

However, will these proposals be of
benefit to the local area and the local com-
munity, not just overseas investors and
company profit margins?

In the negotiations that surround Knight
Dragon’s proposed revision of the 2004
masterplan compromises may be inevitable
but any bargain made must be hard struck.
The developers’ assessments of viability
must be approached with a critical eye and
any proposed improvements to local infra-
structure must be scrutinised carefully to
ensure that they are sufficient to accommo-
date a significant increase in population.

Social integration
Most importantly, a commitment to creat-
ing a socially integrated community  must
be maintained vigorously.  Regeneration of
the Greenwich Peninsula cannot come at 

any price: London is not Manhattan or
Hong Kong and the local community will
not tolerate the place they love being
carpeted with scores of high-rise towers
containing flats that their family members
have little chance of ever living in.

Under the prevailing approach to
regeneration in our capital even the most
successful development project involves
complex trade-offs but it’s more important
than ever that we hold onto the principles
contained in the original greenwich
Peninsula vision – of a socially inclusive,
stable and environmentally sustainable
community that would be respectful of our
common heritage and would create thou-
sands of jobs, first-class social and com-
munity infrastructure and a vibrant public
realm. In short, a development that benefits
Londoners, not just overseas investors.
Cllr Matthew Pennycook represents the
Greenwich West Ward on Greenwich
Council and is Labour's Parliamentary
Candidate for the Greenwich & Woolwich
constituency. This article is an edited
version of his blog that first appeared on
Jan 26th on blogs.greenwich.co.uk

Desperate to get on the property ladder,
many people are going for shared

ownership schemes, which are provided
through housing associations. 

Shared ownership schemes allow
people on limited incomes to get on the
property ladder by buying a stake in a
house or flat which they can later increase
when they can afford it.  Usually, buyers
start with a 25% or 50% share, and pay
rent to a housing association for  the
remainder of the property. 

You can only buy up to 75% of your
home, but once you own 75%, you don’t
have to pay rent on the remaining share.

You’ll need to take out a mortgage to
pay for your share of the home’s purchase
price. Shared ownership properties are
always leasehold.

Eligibility
You can buy a home through shared 
ownership if:
* your household earns £60,000 a year or
less (or £66,000 a year or less in London
for a 1 or 2 bedroom property, or £80,000
a year or less in London for a 3 or more
bedroom property)
*  you’re a first-time buyer (or you used to
own a home but can’t afford one now)
*  you rent a council or housing
association property

What’s available
You need to contact London’s Help to Buy
Agent.* Some sample prices:
Love Lane, central Woolwich: 
three bedroom apartment £415k; 
one bedroom apartment: £273k

Locked in for life?
Outside London, under new government
proposals,  people in shared ownership
homes will be allowed to sell them on the
open market, rather than, as at present,
giving the housing association first refusal.

That will still be the case in London: if
you want to sell, the housing association
has up to eight weeks to find a buyer, but
all sorts of delays can then occur.
* http://www.helptobuylondon.co.uk/
property-search/property-listing

2 Doors Cars, 5 Door Cars, Transit Connect, Short Wheel Base Transit, Long Wheel Base Transit and Luton with tail 
lift available. 

£200.00 Security Deposit 
100 Miles included per day 

Liable Excess of Collision Damage up to £500.00 we do offer a wavier 
Check out our website or call us for a full price list 

 

The Greenworks, 145 Nathan Way, Thamesmead, London, SE28 0AB 
0208-858-7211 

 

 

Westcombe Park  Dental  Practice
Treatments Available

Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants

Invisalign

Smile Makeovers

Tooth Colouring Fillings

Anti-Wrinkle Treatments & Dermal Fillings

13 Station Crescent, 
Westcombe Park, London SE3 7EQ   Tel. 0208 8533304 Fax: 0208 8581784

Westcombe Park 

13 Station Crescent, Westcombe 

Park, London SE3 7EQ

Tel. 0844 375 6996

Fax. 0208 858 1784 

Treatments Available

Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants

Invisalign

Smile Makeovers

Tooth Coloured Fillings

Anti-wrinkle Treatments and Dermal Fillers

Located next to Westcombe Park Train Station

PHOTO:
Neville Grant

To mark the UN’s 
International Women’s Day

All are invited to a public meeting on

What the UN is doing for women
(and what it should be doing)

Illustrated talk by Jane Grant
followed by discussion

7.30pm Monday March  16th at 
The Old Bake House Bennett Park

(behind Age Exchange) 
(Refreshments 7.00 pm)

Info: 0208 858 8489 

SIMON STANDAGE & FRIENDS 

a concert in aid of Age Exchange 
in association with 

Blackheath Conservatoire.

Works by Bach, Telemann, Vivaldi,
Leclair and Rameau.

Saturday 14th. March 7.30pm at 
St Margaret's Church, 

Brandram Road SE13 5EA

Tickets £12 (£10 Friends of AE) 
available from Age Exchange SE3 9LA or

online at bit.ly/standage15



Planning applications can be
viewed in the library,  or at the
Woolwich Library on the lower
ground floor of the Woolwich
Centre, 35 Wellington St. They
may also be viewed on www. green-
wich.gov.uk/planning

ENVIRONMENT
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
See also http//www.westcombesociety.org/

61 FOYLE ROAD ref 15/0093/F
Construct single storey rear infill extension 

with loft conversion and rear dormer

49 RUTHIN ROAD ref 15/0066/F
Construct 2-storey side extension, single storey rear

extension, and loft conversion with 2 dormers

TREE WORKS

126-128 WESTCOMBE HILL ref 15/0427/TC
Crown reduce 2 plane trees by 50% (front garden 

of 126) and fell sycamore (rear of 128)

19 CHARLTON ROAD  ref 15/0447/TC
Reduce London plane and Norway maple in rear 

garden to previous reduction points

3 VANBRUGH TERRACE ref 15/0334/TC
Fell eucalyptus in front garden

48 HARDY ROAD  ref 15/0405/TC
Fell conifer in front garden

83 COLERAINE ROAD  ref 15/0242/TC
Fell 2 lime trees in front garden 

Enjoying the view of the A102!

Local planning issues
ANNE ROBBINS reports

In February, local residents were startled
to see work had suddenly begun on the

parapets on the bridge over the A102 in
Charlton Road, 

Many readers have complained about
these temporary parapets erected by
Transport for London (TfL) in 2014.  What
TfL calls “temporary fencing” is affixed to
ugly concrete slabs.

These structures were put in place –
without warning – for safety reasons, and
although they have been effective, many
considered them an eyesore, obstructing a
splendid view over north Greenwich,
Canary Wharf and towards the City.

For many months, officers from
Greenwich Council have been pressing
TfL to implement a permanent solution.

Good news at last! TfL plan to replace
the old parapets and remove the temporary
measures. Work on the bridge in Charlton
Road began in mid-February and is likely
to continue until 13th. March. A similar
exercise on the bridge in  Old Dover Road
will start on 9th March, and is likely to
continue until 3rd April.

Why the short notice?  One theory: TfL
wants to spend the residue of its budget
before the financial year runs out . . . 

Cllr Paul Morrissey  told the WN:
“According to Malcolm Smith, Principal 

Engineer Structures & Major Works in the
Highways Department, the new parapets
will be almost like-for-like in appearance
both in form and colour to the old parapets
(without the high mesh fencing) but will
be almost a foot higher to provide addi-
tional safety, enabling pedestrians to enjoy
the views without compromising safety.”

Residents are warned that there will be
limited night work. Some footway closures
on one side of the road or the other will be
necessitated.  In addition, temporary traffic
lights will be required, at least during the
daytime.   

In February, the WN raised serious
concerns about air quality on our streets.

Readers may be glad to hear that the
Westcombe Society is now undertaking
tests to determine levels of N02 (nitrogen
dioxide in the atmosphere in the area.

Some of you may have spotted people
up ladders, fixing little tubes to lampposts
with cable ties.  These tubes look simple,
but they are a great tool for collecting one
particular type of pollutant: N02.  

NO2 is emitted by vehicle engines.  It is
invisible, but the particles can lodge deep
in the lungs and affect the development of
children, as well as adult health.

The Westcombe Society has organised
teams of volunteers to put the tubes up,
and take them down again at the end of the
month-long study.  Sites include local
schools, busy road junctions, and, for
purposes of comparison,  baseline points
where the air might be of good quality.  

The tubes will be sent to Oxford for
analysis, under the eye of the Network for
Clean Air.  Results will be available later
in the spring.  Watch this space!

Other local groups are also carrying out
NO2 surveys, including the Slade Green
Forum, the Central Charlton Residents
Association, and the East Greenwich
Residents Association.  The hope is that
together we can build a picture of the
effects of traffic, ahead of any changes to
the road systems in the area.  Some of the
proposed plans – such as the Ikea store and
the Silvertown Tunnel – could have the
unintended effect of increasing traffic on
local roads.  We will be able to show cur-
rent levels of air pollution at particularly
busy traffic areas, as well as at calmer
points.  Some places may exceed permitted
levels of air pollution already. Future test-
ing will show how that has changed, for
worse or better, and we can use this infor-
mation to ask for improvements. Anyone
interested in finding out more or taking
part should contact the Westcombe
Society’s Environment Committee. on
environment@westcombesociety.org.     
[Network for Clean Air website:
http://www.networkforcleanair.org.uk/
clean-air.html] 

Air Quality Survey
ANNE ROBBINS outlines a new Westcombe Society 
initiative designed to measure air quality in our area.

Now that IKEA has been granted
outline planning permission to go

ahead with a new store on the Sainsbury's
site, they are beginning to write the 'store
brief'.  

The company say that they want to
open up the process to the local
community and have therefore engaged a
public relations consultant to hold a series
of 'workshops' to which local organisations
have been invited. Each of the three
workshops had a theme but discussion
ranged around a number of issues
important to the local community.

Local organisations included East
Greenwich Residents Association, Friends
of Halstow School, The Bridge, who run
the community cafe in the Pleasaunce,
Greenwich Yacht Club, No IKEA
Campaign, Greenwich Millennium Village
Association, as well as other amenity
groups such as the Westcombe Society.
The main concerns coincided for almost all
the participants.  These were traffic , the
design of the building and its surroundings,
and sustainability and the environment
more generally.

Members pointed out that congestion
and pollution were already very high in the
area and expressed doubts about the
accuracy of IKEA's  traffic assessment.
The expansion of the Peninsula develop-
ment and the possibility of the Silvertown
Tunnel are likely to increase traffic.  

Doubts were also expressed about
IKEA's own estimate of the extent of
public transport use.  While the design of
the Peartree Way roundabout was outside
their control, the design of the store could
have an impact on the amount of traffic.  

IKEA were asked to consider, for
example, making it easier for people who
wanted small items which could be carried
away, to fast-track through the store.  If
delivery charges were lower and car
parking charges imposed, fewer people
would be tempted to take goods home by
car.

The representatives from IKEA were
keen to stress their sustainability
credentials. While they  are not retaining
the current 'iconic' building,  they did
stress the use of 100% re-cycled materials

and the importance of adaptability in the
new design.  They claimed to be open to
ideas other than the traditional blue and
yellow box, though in Hamburg the “box”
was     simply recreated in  aluminium.

IKEA were more comfortable when
talking about possible community projects
which they could support.  Suggestions
about a creche and even a green area on
the roof which might provide play space
or a garden where vegetables could supply
the cafe, were discussed. They were open
to the suggestion of using local  environ-
mental experts in the design of an ecologi-
cal sites to increase wildlife habitats.

So what are the next steps?  Discussions
and consultation continue through the
spring and proposals will be produced in a
few months.   As one of the residents said,
'We must stay firm and not get side-
tracked by water taxis, creches, gardens/
vegetable patches on roof tops;   such
offerings remain 'nice-to-have' but must
not deflect from our main concerns'.   
Meanwhile it will be possible to contact
IKEA through the consultants  (Sara
Price, Corporate Reputation Consulting,
86 Great Suffolk St, London SE1 0BE, 
T: 020 7401 4840, M:  07961 801 204,
www.crccommunications.co.uk).

A number of issues have come up in
meetings of the Westcombe Society
Environment Committee including:

Foyle Road garages – a strong objection
is being submitted against the proposed
back-land development to replace the
garages with two houses.
Basements Applications to excavate land
under homes for basements (‘iceberg
homes’) are increasing. These result in
poor quality space with either no natural
light or loss of garden for a light-well. We
have asked Cllr Brighty to obtain a policy
statement from the Council.
Siebert Road – TfL have again refused to
install fencing to reduce noise pollution
from traffic on the A102.

HACAN East (Heathrow Association for
the Control of Aircraft Noise): Newham
Council has approved the extension of City
Airport despite many objections.
Greenwich Line Users Group (GLUG):
At a meeting in January, concern was
expressed about access to Guys during the
18-month period from August 2016 when
Greenwich line trains will not stop at
London Bridge. Mike Gibson reported that
Southeastern has put on 100 additional
front line staff to help passengers with
their journeys. He was asked if the
timetable for the Blackheath/Greenwich
lines could be revised to make a more use-
able interchange at Charlton.  

Also, buses to North Greenwich are
now even more crowded at peak times.

PHOTO: Neville Grant

IKEA Update  MAGGIE GRAVELLE reports



MARKET PLACE Please send ads for the Market Place with pay-
ment by the 10th day of the preceding month to: 
Marilyn Little, 163, Westcombe Hill,   SE3 7DP 
020 8853 1312 marilyn.little@btinternet.com

ALL classified adverts 30p per word.  Please make cheques
payable to The Westcombe Society

MATHEMATICS TUITION for students aged 11-16
from a friendly experienced maths teacher in your
home. Weekly classes, or intensive holiday/weekend
sessions to prepare for GCSE examinations. 07752
008 036. Alexandrahelm@yahoo.co.uk
NEED HELP WITH YOUR COMPUTER? Local tech-
nician provides home technical support & tuition. No
job too small, all in your own home. Glenn 84734091
ITALIAN TUITION Native Italian teacher offers  les-
sons at all levels.Preparation for GCSE,  A-LEVELS
courses, Grammar, Conversation Tel 07788 743371
MATHS & ENGLISH TUITION
and preparation for 11+ and independent school
selection tests by qualified and experienced
teacher.marystuition.com Mary Bauckham
07709089838 mary.bauckham@virgin.net
ENGLISH/PRIMARY/11-PLUS TUITION All ages
welcome. GCSE, A/S-Levels, Common Entrance,
Primary, etc.  Fully qualified, experienced teacher.
Call Hellin Halliday BA(Hons), PGCE  on  020 8858
7704 / 07928 017762 to discuss how I can help.
SHOW YOUR COMPUTER WHO IS THE BOSS
Are you looking for some extra help working with
your computer? Need some help with your digital
photos, online shopping and the jargon? To discuss
the options, call Paul on 07958 251 448 or email
paul.clayton@soulchip.co.uk
SPANISH TUITION all levels and ages at your
home or your office by latinoamerican tutor CLTA.
Please call Miguel on07910 318 513 or email:
migansiergut52@gmail.com  
MULVIHILL ACADEMY OF IRISH DANCE
Adult and Child Irish Dance Classes available in the
Blackheath area. Come along for a fun-all-in-one
workout.  For more information call Rachel  on
07707 100521
HISTORY, ENGLISH, BIOLOGY TUITION
Greenwich resident and recent Oxford graduate (first
class), with experience working with children, happy
to travel, all ages welcome, GCSE, AS/A-Level –
tel:07929408634, email:adamwhiley@hotmail.com
CONVERSATIONS IN FRENCH
Need to brush up on your French ?   One to one
sessions offered to improve your conversational
skills.    Monique 07891 031 073
PIANO Lessons Experienced local teacher and
accompanist. All grades and ages. Beginners
welcome. Mary Andrews 020 8858 0804
MUSIC LESSONS: jazz & classical, all ages and
abilities, ABRSM,TCL & GCSE, exam preparation,
theory & instrumental tuition, creative & holistic
approach. RSM, FTCL, LTCL, PGD, GBSC, PGCE
music specialist, call Viktor: 0777 9285174

BLACKHEATH VILLAGE:
PARES FOOTWEAR
10% OFF all shoes over £20, excluding sale stock
RAFFLES DESIGNER WEAR.
10% OFF all non-sale goods
GREENWICH:
NORTH POLE RESTAURANT
12.5% OFF Meals only for two
3D DIVING  10% discount on all scuba diving
courses.  Offer excludes scuba diving equipment.
GREENWICH COMMUNICATION CENTRE
at 164 Trafalgar Road: 10% discount on all
Computer Maintenance and Repairs (including
Laptops!)   We are your local friendly independent
computer shop!
HUMBER ROAD:
BODYWORKZ - THE FITNESS CLINIC
109 Humber Road.10% OFF all treatments costing
£30 or more except Chiropody; exc.Saturdays.
ROYAL NEPALESE RESTAURANT
(Station Crescent) 20% OFF meals for two or more
Sunday - Thursday.
THE CURIOUS COMB
10% discount on services over £30 Weekdays
8am-10am, 2pm-4pm (excludes retail purchases).
CORIANDER RESTAURANT (Station Crescent)
25% off Sunday to Thursday.  Bookings only!
THE  STANDARD:
COTON & HAMBLIN - OPTICIANS
5% OFF frames, sunglasses & accessories
KARAN CHEMIST 10% OFF Weds. only
MARNELLS - DIY 10% OFF Wednesdays
WELL BEAN - HEALTH GOODS 
10% OFF all purchases over £20 (no credit cards)
BLACKHEATH EYECARE CENTRE
25% off 2nd pair of spectacles. (same prescription.
Not in conjunction with any other offer. (Complete
glasses start from £49.95 with single vision lens-
es). 5% off contact lens solution and accessories
TROJAN PRESS 10% OFF all quotations
WESTCOMBE HILL
A * DRIVING SCHOOL   £5 discount on the price 
of one x 2 hour lesson for WS members.
THE WONDER WOMEN NETWORK
Offers a 10% discount
CAPITAL ROOFING 5% discount on any work
up to £1000  Tel. 0208 858 5123
GARTEL DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION
5% discount on any work  up to £1000
Tel. 0208 858 5123
OLDSTUFF 10% discount on all products at
http://www.theoldstuff.co.uk
WESTCOMBE PARK ROAD
Karen Storey of Homespace offers members
10% discount on decluttering & homestaging 
services 0844 846 5854  www.home-space.biz
PENINSULA
SHENDA FALVEY PERSONAL TRAINING &
BOOTCAMPS Free bootcamp session at
Greenwich Peninsula worth £10. Book to secure
place (excludes existing customers)
25% off first personal training session plus free
consultation  M: 07887 727 335
www.shendafalveypersonaltraining.com

BUY LOCAL!
Discounts available on production  of  your

Westcombe Society membership card.

Shower and Bathroom Specialists  

2A Hassendean Rd, Blackheath SE3 8TS
Telephone: 0208 8858 7359

rgaustin@fsmail.net

GAS
SAFE

Heating Engineers,
Property Maintenance,

Electrics, Painting,
Decorating, Plumbing,

Central Heating, 

r . G.Austin

ACCOMMODATION

TUITION

GARDENING

HOLIDAYS

PERSONAL CARE & THERAPY

SERVICES & TRADE

ROOMS FOR HIRE

ARCHITECTURAL  INTERIOR  DESIGN               
Architectural interior design for internal and external
projects. Concept through to planning & build.
Contact : info@lizbulldesign.com or 07739 903752
DECORATING, ELECTRICS Plumbing and Property
Maintenance. Est, 25 years. References available.
Phil McNamara 8857 5480, mobile 07814 360862
DAVIDSON PLASTERING AND DECORATING
SERVICES Ceilings repaired or renovated. Artex
ceilings skimmed to a smooth finish. Painting and
Decorating. Insurance work undertaken. C&G quali-
fied. Small jobs welcome. Free advice and esti-
mates. Phone 0208 854 4886 / 07746 121510
PIANO TUNER Prompt friendly service from an expe-
rienced, fully qualified tuner technician.   For tuning and
repairs  call Jim Kimberley 0208 305 0033
HOMEWORKS 
All-round handyman for those DIY’s you have no time for!
General repairs. Painting & Decorating. General Carpentry
and flooring. Flat-pack assembly. Patio and deck cleaning.
No job too small. Contact Matthew Barron 07903 388658.
S.S.D BUILDERS LTD. Long established Building &
Roofing Company available for free estimates &
advice. ALL works undertaken,  from guttering to
Refurbishments.  All works viewed within 24 hours,
fully insured & new work is guaranteed. Call us
today on 07931 536533 or 0208 305 1039 
ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com
EXPERIENCED LOCAL ARCHITECT offering full
range of architectural services, inc. planning and
building regulations applications, technical and con-
struction drawings, full project management, and site
work. Reg. with the Architects Registration Board.
Mob: 07853423130 E: gj@gjhanjeearchitects.com
MARK CHEESEMAN, LOCAL CARPENTER AND
JOINER with 30 years experience.  All aspects of
carpentry and construction carried out considerately
and to a high standard. Reinstatement of 
original Victorian/Edwardian/Georgian details,
ie shutters, skirtings, plinth blocks, picture rails, 

cornices etc. Bespoke joinery, wardrobes, cup-
boards, stairs, kitchens. Sash windows 
overhauls. Resin timber repairs.  Please call 
M: 07767 456131 or   H: 020 8854 4028
TRAINED CHIMNEY SWEEP & STOVE INSTALLER
Fast, friendly Happy to work!  Call Anthony on 07772
649577 or email: chimneymaintenance@gmail.com
CRAFTY PEAR COFFEE AND CROCHET
Come along and improve your crochet skills in a
relaxed environment whilst enjoying tea, coffee,
homemade cake and chat! Tuesdays 12.30-2.30 at
45 Mayhill Rd, Charlton. £10 per session.  Call Lisa
on 07771647618 for information or to book a place
HAVE YOU GOT THE SKILLS OR TIME FOR DIY?
Or is it all just such an effort! 
If that’s your problem, I can solve it !
*  Decorating including preparation, painting, 

wall-papering  & special finishes.  
*  Re- hanging doors and putting up shelving.
*  Re-laying floors-lino, wood laminates & ceramics.  
*  Domestic Electrical work.
*  Plumbing-taps, showers,radiators and external.  
*  Garden revival and maintenance  
If you need help with any of these please call
Tony: 0208 856 9398  M: 07961 540836
http://www.tonysdiy.com/
S.S.D PLUMBING AND HEATING Friendly local
plumber available for free estimates and advice.  All
works undertaken, no job too small, from boilers to bath-
room suites, all works viewed within 24 hours, fully
insured and new work guaranteed. Call today on 07931
536533 or 8305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com
MALCOLM TIERNEY, CARPENTER 
Specialist in refurbishment, repair and replacement 
of sash windows.   0777 5657371
SIMMONDS HANDYMAN       
Property and maintenance services. Electrical, deco-
rating, telephones, general repairs. 079 4198 2895
TOM ELLIS BESPOKE CARPENTRY Kitchens,
Alcove units, bookcases, wardrobes, dressers and
tables. Happy to quote. 85198947 (m) 07540579027
UPHOLSTERER SPECIALISING IN TRADITIONAL
UPHOLSTERY Www.suemayesupholstery.
net or phone 07932 040298
S.S.D DAMP PROOFING SPECIALISTS
in the treatment of RISING & PENETRATING damp.
Repair/ renewal of rotten structural timbers as a result of
damp. Chemical injection and render using tried and
tested  systems. Specialists in providing horizontal and
vertical barriers against damp/ water 
ingress.Please contact us for a free 
consultation and written estimate. 
Mob:  07931 536 533
Land:  020 8305 1039

GOOD RELIABLE HOST FAMILIES wanted for for-
eign students. For more info. please contact Lynne
on 01732 822649 or email sesgreenwich@aol.com

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE
Blackheath area, up to 150 people, Bar, disabled
access. Tel 07940 296290

GARDEN MAINTENANCE:  mowing, weeding, pruning,
communal garden contracts,   fruit and vegetables,
gardening tuition, RHS qualified, also domestic cleaning.
Call John and Rachel 0208 854 4886. / 07746 121510
HEDGE AND GRASS CUTTING, garden clearances
and tree work. 0208 3097910 / 07434204673

WHITSTABLE WEEKENDS / WEEKS  Sea wall house
between Oyster Warehouse and Harbour. Sleeps 5.
Fantastic views. 8858 6578 or 013 04 367443
NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS The Georgian
House. Delightful period house in charming
Pickering market town. Sleeps 10. http://www.
thegeorgianhouse.co.uk/ Tel: 07876 385189 
HOUSE TO RENT Sole Rose is a charming and
beautifully furnished period house in the popular
seaside town of Southwold, Suffolk.  Situated
within easy walking distance of the High Street,
beach and pier.  Sleeps 4/6.
http://www.solerose.co.uk 07876385189

BLACKHEATH HOLISTIC HEALTH SERVICE.
COUNSELLING, ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE,YOGA
tel: 020 8858 5969 /1991, www.bhhs.selondon.co.uk
PILATES CLASSES AT MYCENAE HOUSE. 
Mondays at 1.30pm and Thursdays at 2.00pm. 
All levels welcome, mats   provided. Please contact
Hilary for further details on 07970 290818
LOCAL PRIVATE PRACTICE: Counselling &
Psychotherapy. I work with individuals, couples &
groups in a quiet setting. Contact Christina
07963143618, christinacondron@yahoo.co.uk.

JEWELLERY AND WATCH REPAIRS AND 
VALUATIONS from Michele Franklin. British
Jewellers Association accreditation 07809 502 714
Michele@personaljewellerylondon.co.uk
PEST CONTROL SERVICES All types of pests dealt
with including fox control. Call John 0208 300 3496
PUBBLE PLASTERING
Need a  plasterer with excellent references?  Work is of
high standard. Qualified C&G. Plastering-Rendering-
Plasterboarding - Repairs. Free quotes!  Call Alex on
07547 468459 / 0203 092 0684
pubbleplastering@googlemail.com
C.S. CARPENTRY-JOINERY Decorating 
and allbuilding work undertaken. Joseph 
McNamara 8857 5480, mob. 07947155366
TALLGABLES PICTURE FRAMING
All works undertaken at very reasonable prices.
Contact Emily on 07787 524254, @tallgables or Tall 
Gables via Facebook
ANDREW FLETCHER Painting, Decorating 
& Tiling services. Over 20 years' experience, fully
insured.  References available. Call 07702 09438
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY
Alcoves, wardrobes, radiator covers & general
household woodwork. Showroom: 0208 852 7222
www.carpentryandinteriors.co.uk 
PHONE/BROADBAND SOCKETS.
Improved Broadband speed plates, Fault Finding
Repairs, New Extensions, Tidying of cables. 25 yrs
BT, Insured. 07845 705900  
WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING
Blackheath-window-cleaner.co.uk  07791 465052
ELECTRICIAN / ALARM ENGINEER  No job too small
TMIET registered. Call 0787 9011792
INTERIOR DECORATOR & CARPENTER
with over  20 years experience. A member of the
guild of mastercraftsman.  Free quotes & friendly
advice on all your decorating requirements. Local
references available.Tel. Ashley Greaves 8858 2981
A MAN AND A VAN
Tel: 020  8858 3889   Mobile: 07885 917842
LOCAL CARPET CLEANER 
Specialist in cleaning Carpets, Upholstery & rugs.
Competitive rates. M: 07828503132  Email:
adam@carpetcrew.co.uk
http://www.carpetcrew.co.uk/

Childcare for ages 3 months – 5 years

I can see a 

great nursery  

from here
If you’re looking for a nursery that will help your child to grow and develop – 
choose Zoom Nurseries.

At Zoom every child enjoys an individual Learning Journey. A record that tracks 
their daily progress through our fantastic fun-filled learning environment.

It’s just one of the tools we use to keep our parents up-to-date with their child’s 
achievements, as well as their personal, social and emotional development. 
It’s an important tool, one that helps us ensure that when they leave Zoom to 
start school, they leave as independent learners and thinkers, ready for the 
challenges ahead.

With nurseries in Eltham, Hither Green and Blackheath, that between them 
have three Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ judgements, and places available, you don’t 
have to go far to give your child a great start. 

To find out more and arrange an informal visit please 
call Ann Briley, Assistant Childcare Director on  
020 8318 1133 or email annbriley.zoom@gmail.com

Or visit our website for more details www.zoomnurseries.com

MEfA 
Montessori Weekly Family Programme
(during term time) at Montessori House, 
135 Westcombe Hill, Blackheath, SE3 7DP 
All enquiries 0771 0433994
Tuesday 3:30-5:30 After-school Nurture Group 
@ Mycenae House Community Centre
Wednesday 9:30-11:30 Preschool, 1:30-2:30 Baby
Montessori, 2:45-3:45 Toddler Montessori @
Montessori House
Thursday 1:00-3:00 Montessori Afternoons 
@ Montessori House

HAVE YOU MADE 
YOUR WILL?

Peter Bowyer Professional
Will Writing Services

(Member of the Society of Will Writers and
the Institute of Professional Will Writers)

Single/Double Wills
Powers of Attorney

Professional Insurance
Home Visits

0800 389 7387
Visit: www.londonwills.com

 
 

 
Big Band Concert 

Greenwich History– In Words, Pictures and Music 
 

A unique multimedia event 
Greenwich Campus  

(Old Royal Naval College) 
 

Sunday 22nd March 2015,   3:00pm 
At King William Building (KW315), Greenwich Campus. 

 
Free admission, by ticket only 
There will be a charity collection for the Greenwich 
and Bexley Community Hospice 

 The old Royal Hospital in 1725 – now the University Campus 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
  

 

University of Greenwich 
Big Band 

The University of Greenwich Big Band 
steps back in time to trace the history 
of Greenwich alongside the history and 
development of Jazz and Big Band 
music. 
 
There will also be a multimedia 
presentation by the Big Band Manager, 
Dr.Fred Parrett - an opportunity to see 
images from the local archives and to 
hear some lesser known facts about 
Greenwich life in the last 1000 years. 
This will be supported by the Big Band 
playing their style of music covering 
related periods of Greenwich history 
 
www.gre.ac.uk/band/events 

For information and tickets 
contact Dr. Fred Parrett 
 
email bigband@gre.ac.uk  
tel -  020-8460-2116 
 
tickets limited by lecture theatre 
seating – allocated on an as 
requested  basis 

The University of Greenwich Big Band 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Concert  

Old Royal Naval College – Greenwich - 2012 

Free admission by ticket only.
For information and tickets, contact:
Dr Fred Parrett  email bigband@gre.ac.uk Tel. 0208460 2116
Charity collection for Greenwich & Bexley Community Hospice

WESTCOMBE CLEANERS I'm a friendly, hard work-
ing & organised domestic cleaner. Regular or single
services. Competitive rates. Additional tasks. I love
my clients to be happy.  Phone 07746 291617

Support Fair
Trade

Fortnight

23rd Feb. - 
March 8th
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