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as it just ‘a vanity

project’?

he Tall Ships Festival may
I already be just a distant
memory — but many had
their eyes caught by an accusa-
tion levelled at the Council by
the head of the Unite Trade
Union, Onay Kasab.

Announcing a strike during
the festival by council parking
attendants, Mr Kasab said: “I
will be frank — rather than a Tall
Ships Festival, which is a vanity
project, the majority of my
members just want fair pay.

“Maybe then, our members
could actually afford a ticket for
a ride on one of these vessels —
rather than being taken for a ride
as far as pay is concerned.”

Mr Kasab may well have a
point about about low pay — but
does that mean that Greenwich
should never have organised the
Tall Ships Festival?

Business booming

The people of all ages we saw
lining the river banks, queuing
up to go on boat trips, taking
part, whether crewing ships as
volunteers, sailing, or rowing, or
just enjoying the many shore-
based activities, would disagree.

In Greenwich, many of the
shopkeepers, street traders,
restaurants and pubs said that
they did very well — much better
than during the Olympics.

Councillor Denise Hyland,
Leader of the Royal Borough of
Greenwich, said:

“The last five days have been
absolutely fantastic for Royal
Greenwich and I thank each and
every one who helped make this
festival a wonderful success.

“After hosting the London
2012 Olympics, the borough has
proved once again that we make
the perfect location for a large-
scale event . . . Like the
Olympics, it has cemented our
reputation as a leading destina-
tion and has played a part in our
strategy for economic growth.

Cllr Hyland added that the
festival “has showed how our
waterfront is a real draw. The
economic benefits of our tourism
industry are clear. It creates jobs,
helps our local businesses, and
gives us a firm footing on the
global stage.

“This won’t be the last time
we see Tall Ships in Royal
Greenwich and I look forward to
welcoming these glorious vessels
back in the future.”

Strong visitor economy
She added: “The Council and
“Visit Greenwich’ will be build-
ing on this success . . . We have
experienced a growth in tourism
since hosting the Olympic
Games and with our partners we
will ensure that the same bene-
fits will be achieved as a result
of hosting the Regatta. Our
visitor economy is already worth
£1.2 billion and we look forward
to seeing that grow.”

However, is there another side
of the story?

Vanity projects?

The Conservative councillors on
Greenwich Council for once
seem to agree with Unite: they
have criticised Labour's spending
on what they say became known
as vanity projects.

“The Tall Ships Regatta was
continued under the current lead-
ership of Clir Denise Hyland
who, according to a piece in the
Mercury, said that the precise
cost to the Council is unknown,”
commented Clir Geoff Brighty.

Neville Grant

“Given that local government
budgets are under pressure, and
‘the cuts’ being a phrase that is
constantly on Clir Hyland's lips,
it is surprising that she doesn't
appear to know the real cost.”

ClIr Geoff Brighty added:
“However, a cost of £2.5m to the
Borough has been widely quoted
and many will wonder why, if
money is tight, it isn't being
spent on maintaining essential
Council services.

“The Council claims that the
event will boost the Borough as
a visitor destination, but a walk
around Greenwich on almost any
day of the week shows it is
already a must-visit place. The
Labour-controlled Council's
priorities have to be questioned.”

He may have a point about
numbers: it is estimated that 18m
people visit Greenwich every
year. So the estimated 1.8m
people who came in September
is about what could be expected
anyway. But who knows if these
figures are reliable?

Provisional costs

The WN has tried to establish
what the actual costs were. It
seems £2.5 million may be very
wide of the mark. A council
spokesperson informed the WN:
“We made provision for a con-
tingency budget of £500k to
meet additional costs above
normal budgets, and taking
account of sponsorship and
income from sales.

“We are currently collating
final information on all of these
and will then publish informa-
tion on the actual costs. *

The spokesperson added that
the Council’s strong financial
position and ability to invest in
projects which boost the local
economy is a result of its long-
term financial strategy and sound
financial management — which
have been commended by the
Council’s external auditors.
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News briefs
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Tunnel of Love - or Hate?

TFL are asking for our views on the
proposal for a new tunnel under the
Thames at Silvertown. The proposal
also includes a range of charging
options for the Blackwall and
Silvertown Tunnels, when the
Silvertown Tunnel opens in the early
2020s. For full details, including a list
of roadshow locations, and to have
your say, please visit tfl.gov.uk/silver-
town-tunnel This consultation will
close on Friday 19th December.

Quiz Night

Did you sign up for the Westcombe
Society’s popular Quiz Night on 7th
November? If you didn’t, you are
probably too late: booking closed on
31st October. But you might try just
turning up on the night ...

Ottie and the Bea

We all enjoy seeing old John Roanian,
Asad Ahmad, the BBC news presenter,
in action. In September, he came back
to his home patch in order to interview
Julia Marsen of Ottie and the Bea.
Asad asked Julia about the problems of
running a small business. She said she
did not see how any small business
could survive in the West End because
of exorbitant rents and rates; and she
was very glad to be running a business
very close to the community it served.

The battle of Creek Road

La Luta Continua for Ed Hill over the
Greenwich Green site in Creek Road,
an issue highlighted in August’s WN.
He has asked the developers, Mosaic,
to remove part of its hoarding to allow
access to “common land”. Mr Hill

argues that there is a right of way from
an old covenant. Mosaic do not agree.

Looks like the lawyers at least will
have a field day...

Passion Flower

Jan Barnett told the W that Hattie has
sold the business to Phuong and is
taking a rest/holiday. Phuong assured
her that it will be business as usual,
with the same suppliers and the same
delightful gifts. We wish them both
well for the future.

Dog show

Well done, Sophie Spencer and friends
for organising a fun dog show in
Mycenae Gardens early last month.
Thank goodness it didn’t rain.

Christmas Bazaar
Put it in your diary: November 22nd

One good turn-out
deserves another

Westcombe Society volunteers had a lot of fun raising money for Macmillan
Cancer Support at the annual fund-raising coffee morning late last month.
Do say: ‘Let them eat cake!’ Don’t say: ‘You got any small change, please?’

Full story on page 2.

In Memoriam

Don't miss the
major art
installation
Blood Swept
Lands and
Seas of Red at
the Tower of
London. The
installation
marks one
hundred years
since the first
full day of
Britain's
involvement in
World War
One. Created
by ceramic
artist Paul
Cummins, it
finishes on
Nov. 11th.

* PHOTO: Myles Doye

There are 888,246 ceramic poppies, each one representing a
British military fatality in the war. The best view is from
Tower Hill and along the path overlooking the moat. Ceramic
poppies are being sold to raise funds for six service charities.
To view this in colour, go to westcomb iety.org/westc ews/

b

THE WESTCOMBE SOCTETY'S
DICKENSIAN
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

ENJOYABLE CHRISTMAS SHOPPING, FOOD & ENTERTAINMENT

Saturday Blackheath

22nd High School

November Mycenae Rd
11.30 - 4.00 SE3

FREE SHOWS FOR CHILDREN
12.15 & 2.30 Traditional Punch & Judy Show

Craft & Charity Stalls Refreshments Mulled Wine
Live Music around the Christmas Tree Santa’s Grotto

Adults £2, 12 - 16s £1, under 12s free, Members £1
proceeds to 999 club in Deptford

Sponsors: Felicity Lord, David Lloyd, Kidbrooke. Davy & Co, Wine Merchants. Westcombe Dry Cleaners.
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Tel. 020 8853 1312
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www.westcombesociety.org/westcombe-news/
Westcombe Society’s Blog:
http://westcombe.blogspot.com

The Macmillan Coffee Morning

A warm welcome awaited the Mayor of the Royal Bo
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. # 4 PHOIOSHR,
‘ - Neville Grant
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rough of Greenwich, Councillor

Mick Hayes, and the Lady Mayoress, Mrs Hayes, at the Westcombe Society’s Coffee
Morning, raising money for Macmillan Cancer Support. In the picture [ABOVE] are
Marilyn Little, the Chairman of the Westcombe Society, J-J Aune, Deputy Chair, and
Caroline Owens, the organiser of the coffee morning. The event was very well attended:
and the children particularly enjoyed the Scrumptious Cakes . ..

[RIGHT] The Coffee morning became a bit of a family affair, as Mums (& some Dads)
turned up to sample the super sandwiches, cakes and scones - and enjoy the raffle.

Trustees wanted

DAVID HALL

The final total raised at the Coffee
Morning in raising funds for Macmillan
Cancer Support amounted to £900, our
highest figue so far. The final figure for
the London Bridge Walk is not yet known.

Local resident Judy Spence, who is
Macmillan Area Fundraising Manager
South London, writes:

“ I would very much like to say how
much Macmillan appreciates the amazing
effort of the Westcombe Society and the
local community, not only in raising
sponsorship for the London Bridge Walk,
which they took part in this year, but also
in bringing so many together at Mycenae
House for Macmillan’s World’s Biggest
Coffee Morning in September.

“Each year the Society raises well over
£1,000 for Macmillan for which we are
extremely grateful. This could fund a
Macmillan nurse for 37 hours providing
invaluable support to cancer patients in our
local community and ensuring that they
don’t face cancer alone. Macmillan could
not support all the people they do without
your help, so thank you.”

Mycenae House is buzzing, growing,
developing and it needs volunteer

trustees to join the board and keep up that
momentum.

Mycenae House is where people can
have fun, fulfil their creative urges, set
themselves challenges. It’s also a great
place to socialise, and make new friends.

Sharing with others is the glue that
sticks a community together. And Mycenae
House is where it happens. It’s run by the
community for the community and relies
on charity trustees to set the direction and
supply additional expertise.

Suitable volunteers with business,
organisational or professional skills who
could spare time to give Mycenae House a

boost on the management committee are
always in demand. It could be anyone who
gets a lot out of Mycenae House, or simply
a neighbour who wants to keep the com-
munity vibrant.

Improving access, upgrading facilities,
and building a sustainable future are all
essential for a thriving community hub.
Royal Borough of Greenwich generously
provides the building, and gives some help
with running costs, but, inevitably, that is
shrinking. Through our own efforts we
raise more than 90 per cent of the centre’s
running costs.

For more information, please contact the
manager, Mark Johnson-Brown, or call
020 8858 1749

ST LUKE’S PLAYERS

present

A Cabaret

Produced by Gwen Zammit
in THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS,
The Village, Charlton SE7

SAT.29th Nov. 7pm for 7.30pm
SUN.30th Nov. 6pm for 6.30pm

Tickets: £12 (£7 children)
(inc. FISH & CHIP SUPPER)

BYO DRINKS WITH GLASSES
BOOK by 28th: 8856 7373

IN AID OF ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Letters to the editor

Any views expressed are those of the writers only, and are
not necessarily those of the WN or the Westcombe Society.

[m————————————=q
Westcombe society membership

please send this membership form to:
peter Lewins, 221 Westcombe h ill,
se3 7Dr

Name

Address

tel

e mail:

Please enclose payment as appropriate:

Family m embership £12 [ ]
individual membership £8 [ ]
s enior c itizens/unwaged £4 [

U |

IT SUPPORT

For ALL your home & business needs
Call now for FREE advice

——

v PR>r >
~‘headstar

IT Solutions

020 8858 2002

www.theheadstart.com

From: Wendy Higgs Belmont
Park

I have an alternative view of the
new Tesco building in Woolwich,
vilified as “a carbuncle”.

The problem with architectural
prizes is that new buildings are
viewed in isolation from the people
whom they ‘serve’. This is of
necessity — those who evaluate
them are unlikely to know the

Second floor up, it is highly popu-
lar with folk who like to feel part
of the scenes around. Woolwich is
a lively community and we are
busy people — and this is a great
place to relax while feeling part of
the community.

* Its modern design — simple lines
— balconies for all flats (many of
which are sunny during the day) —
and the use of low-key colour and

area and its
community.

Is a building
to be seen purely
in ‘artistic’
terms? And in
any case, isn’t _
beauty in the eye
of the beholder?

There are
nine reasons why
Tesco in Woolwich is valuable and
functional for those who work
there, live there and visit there
frequently:

* The new Tesco feels and is part
of the regeneration of Woolwich

* It overlooks the immensely pop-
ular and recently made useable
Town square area: the centre now
of Woolwich. Its location at one
side of the square is ideal, as it
gives the square a coherence it
previously lacked.

* Tesco café has ceiling-to-floor
windows the whole length of one
side facing the square. It has
comfortable leather settees and
easy chairs next to the windows.

stainless steel
strips plus
curved sur-
faces is in
keeping with
the tastes of
coming gener-
ations.Today’s
“eyesore”

may well be
tomorrow’s
Masterpiece. No pastiche in sight.
* Tesco has provided 3 hours free
parking in the heart of the town.

* Its remit meant it provided fund-
ing for the new Royal Borough of
Greenwich Town Hall and Council
offices. This new Woolwich Centre
is directly opposite the previous
Town Hall which is stylish and a
Listed Building. This provides a
sense of continuity.

* The Centre also leads directly
into the very popular new library.

* All these buildings are at one
side of Tesco and appear as part of
one complex.

* Tesco has been built in a modern
and welcoming design. [ would say

that the vast majority of people in
Woolwich like and appreciate its

presence. It has brought business

and jobs with it.

In summary, the building’s
design, location and presence
‘works’ in Woolwich and in the
surrounding area. It is valued for
its role in its community.

From: Sian Tribe Tel. 8852 3909
Blackheath Flower Club are a local
Flower Club that celebrated its
55th anniversary in October. We
meet on the third Friday of the
Month from 1.45- 4pm at Mycenae
House. A guest Demonstrator
arranges 5/6 designs, to be won in
araffle. Our club is part of a
National Flower Arranging group
called NAFAS.

From: A local resident

Readers will want to be aware of
yet another telephone scam that
often targets elderly people. This
time, the phone call claims to
emanate from New Scotland Yard;
the caller, who seems very plausi-
ble, claims that £1000 has just
been spent using your credit card at
Selfridges, or some other store, and
wants you to go to your bank to
resolve the problem, where two
plain clothes police offciers will be
waiting to assist you.

The caller directed his victims
to draw out all their savings and to
“pay particular attention to the
appearance of the cashier because

New Scotland Yard was trying to
break up a conspiracy at the bank
branch.”

In this case, the would-be vic-
tim claimed to be too unfirm to go
to the bank, and asked for an offi-
cer to call round. The caller said
“If you don’t go, you will lose all
your savings!” and rang off.

After a call to the local police
on 101, two uniformed police offi-
cers arrived who confirmed that it
was a common scam, and some
people had fallen for it — in one
case an elderly lady lost £5,000.
Ed: The National Fraud and
Cyber Crime Reporting Centre
hotline number is 0300 123 2040

St George’s

WESTCOMBE PARK

Regular Worship Times

Sundays 11am Parish Communion
Wednesdays at 8.30am Morning
Prayer

Wednesdays at 12.30pm

Soup lunch and fellowship

Special November Events

Sat. 8th Nov 7.00pm - Beetle Drive
Fun for the whole family. Bring
your own drinks and nibbles.
Sun. 9th Nov 10.45am -
Remembrance Day

Sat. 29th Nov. Christmas Fair at
Christ Church Trafalgar Rd.

Your neighbourhood church on
Glenluce Road. Rev’d Robert T
(Tim) Yeager 07804 614245
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Children in Need
award for local
autism charity

outh East London charity Montessori

Education for Autism (MEfA) has
been awarded £10,000 by Children in
Need towards their new Teenage
Transitions project. The project will sup-
port youngsters aged 11-14 years as they
make the transition to secondary school,
and will be an after-school nurture group.

Wendy Fidler, MEfA’s director said,
“The new project is an extension of our
existing free-of-charge after-school nurture
group for primary aged children with
autism and other special educational needs.
As the children reach the end of their
primary schooling it is clear they need
more support than most to negotiate the
transition to secondary school.”

“We are currently seeking a local sec-
ondary school to host the group which will

Blackheath Art
Society

magine is an exhibition of new artwork on

show in the Upstairs Gallery of Discover

Greenwich, running from Nov 8th to Jan.11th, |
10.00 am-5.00 pm. The work ranges from local
views to abstracts, 3D pieces, craft-work and
photography. Entry is free and our artists will
be happy to discuss the artwork with you. The

work is for sale: ideal Christmas gifts!
Info: www.blackheathartsociety.org.uk
www.ornc.org.uk/events

[RIGHT| Italian Arches by Valerie Warren RSBA
(detail)

run as a Friday Club after school during
term time — we already have skilled staff.
The group is for young people who are
having various difficulties at school
because of their autism.”

The charity aims to match-fund the
Children in Need award by continuing its
successful ‘Me 4MEfA Campaign’:
Schools are invited to join the campaign by
raising £100 for the charity. Many local
schools and some colleges and universities
have already signed up!

To find out more, please contact MEfA:
0208 305 2202 /07710433994
www.montessorieducationforautism.com

From saddle

Acrew of paddlers drawn from Army Units, including the Household Cavalry, took
part in the 22-mile Great River Race last September. Appropriately, since four are
Fijian-born, they raced in a Hawaiian outrigger canoe, Keiki Wa’alele. They joined more
than 300 boats and 2,400 competitors from all over the UK and around the world, to find
the UK Traditional Boat Champions, starting from Millwall, and ending at Richmond.

The entry also included gigs, skiffs, cutters, currachs, jolly boats, naval whalers,
Chinese dragon boats, Viking longships, shallops, skerries, wherries, a Bronze Age Canoe
and many, many more.

Competitors include dedicated regular racers to fun rowers and paddlers, ranging from
teenage Scouts to national champions. They were striving to win the Challenge Trophy
of The Company of Watermen & Lightermen of the River Thames (celebrating their
500th anniversary), awarded to the first boat over the line, to figure in one of the 33 other
classes or simply to finish and collect a much-prized participation certificate. The Race is
run on a ‘slowest away first, fastest last” pursuit handicap basis, meaning the last boat
away has to make up over an hour to win.

Most rowers were raising money for charity, including the Race’s official charity this
year, the Royal Benevolent and Educational Fund for Watermen and Lightermen.

Memories of | [ Swisg]

The Friends of Blackheath Halls and The
our theatre

Cards for

he Cards for Good Causes Charity
I Christmas Card Shop opens again as
usual this season in St Alfege’s
Church, from Monday November 3rd until
Friday December 19th, between the hours
of 10.30am - 4.30pm every day.

The shop sells cards and many other
Christmas essentials for more than 25
charities. They will also be opening every
Monday and Friday morning at Blackheath
Halls between 9.30am and 2pm - from
Monday Nov. 3rd until Monday Dec.15th.

This year - for the first time - they have
a fabulous card, depicting Flamsteed

www.mycenaehouse.co.

Vanbrugh Community Association

Annual General Meeting

020 8858 1749 www. mycenaehouse co.uk

House in snow, designed especially for
them by local artist, Margaret Donegan,
one of two local scenes which will be on
sale. Margaret runs workshops for adults
and children in Greenwich studio
contact studio75artclub@gmail.com
There will be a formal opening of the
shop by Margaret, at 11am on Saturday
Nov. 15th in St Alfege’s, when coffee and
mince pies will be served to get the
Christmas spirit started. The cards will
also be on sale at the Halls as well as the
Westcombe Society’s Dickensian
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday Nov. 22.

VE MOVED INTO
THE GREAT HALL

ORE SPACE
'MORE STALLS

Blackheath Society join together once
- — - - again to bring you their autumn celebra-
Back in the sixties, with a derelict
theatre on his doorstep, a young actor

tion Rhythm and Swing. Meet up with
) . friends, enjoy a light supper and some of

named Ewan Cooper campa.lgrvle'd'fo'r 1ts the great song and dance numbers from the
restoratlpn. In response to his initiative the golden age of jazz and the masters of
Greenwich Theat're reopened on the 21st swing and bebop. A talented group of
October 196,9’ ,Wlth Ewan as its l.iound.er young instrumentalists and vocalist will
and ’ﬁ_rst Artlstlc_ Dlrectgr. He will be in take you on a nostalgic journey through
reminiscence with David Drummond at the
Greenwich Society’s Annual Lecture at

the 30s, 40s and 50s.
To book tickets and for more information,
11.00 am on Sunday 16th Nov.
Past productions will be recalled along

contact The Blackheath Society on 020

. - 8297 1937 or email
with performers such as Mia Farrow, Irene office@blackheath.org TICKETS: £35 |
Handl, Sus_an Hampshire, Glenda Jackson, £300 for table of 10 includes a glass of
Barbara Windsor, I.rene Worth, Steven sparkling wine on arrival and light
Berkoff, Derek Griffiths, Alfred Marks, supper Proceeds go to Blackheath Halls
Anton Rodgers, and Robert Stephens.

Not forgetting Max Wall: it was Ewan's

encouragement of the latter to create his
"Aspects of Max Wall" that led to fond
memories to this day of Max's funny
walks. The theatre has since given us
much enjoyment, including of course its
critically acclaimed annual pantomime.
This event is in The Lecture Hall of The
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich.
Tickets (£10) are obtainable from:
Daphne Barnett Tel: 0203 601 7198
Email: dbarnett] 02@yahoo.co.uk

Georgian fun

As part of the 300th anniversary
celebrations of the Longitude Act,
visit Georgian London at the NMM, with a
Georgian gin and tonic, perchance to
design your own wig, play Georgian
parlour games, frolic to Georgian music -
and take part in a Georgian Pub Quiz!
Venue: National Maritime Museum

Date: 13th Nov. Time: 6.00 - 9.00 pm
Tickets: £5.00 £4.00 concs.

MAZE HILL POTTERY
celebrates 20 years of potting!
Open w/e 6/7th November.

Grant Saw Wealth Management Limited

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL and

CORPORATE FINANCIAL ADVISERS
Investments - Pensions - Estate Planning
2 Charlton Road. Blackheath Standard
London SE3 7EX  (T) 020 3417 9760
email: enquiries@gswealth.co.uk
website: www.gswealth.co.uk.
HELPING YOU PLAN YOUR FUTURE
Grant Saw Wealth Management Ltd. is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

0208-858-7211

Cars From £19 95

lift available.
£200.00 Security Deposit
100 Miles included per day
Liable Excess of Collision Damage up to £500.00 we do offer a wavier
Check out our website or call us for a full price list

Go Easy Self Drive Hire

The Greenworks, 145 Nathan Way, Thamesmead, London, SE28 0AB

Vans From £21.95

2 Doors Cars, 5 Door Cars, Transit Connect, Short Wheel Base Transit, Long Wheel Base Transit and Luton with tail

www.goeasyhire.co.uk U
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A & A LANDSCAPES

Landscape Specialists

Its focus on the
BBC is unique

Free advice & Qualified

estimates horticulturalist
All aspects of soft & hard landscaping
work carried out including
* Maintenance *Site clearance
* Turfing * Tree surgery
* Fencing * Patios
* Brickwork

Tel. 020 8318 2530

£9.99 from the British Library
Bookshop

or other good bookshops.
Also available at Nicky's

News in Old Dover Road
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STORM SMITH-SUCKOO describes what it was like

Aboard Dar Mlodziezy

his year, once again Suzy and

I were given another opportu-
nity to go Tallship sailing. Last
year we embarked on our first
trip, which was a nice leisurely
sail from Southampton to France,
stopping off in Ireland and other
seaside towns on the way.

However this year we got to
take part in the Tall Ships Race
from Falmouth to the Isle of
Wight, followed by a cruise to
Greenwich. This trip was special
to us as it finished in our home-
town, Royal Greenwich, to take
part in the Tall Ships Festival.

We sailed on the largest tall
ship taking part in the regatta, the
Dar Mlodziezy which is 110m
long. While on board we took
part in all the day-to-day activi-
ties from hoisting sails to making
the brass took super shiny.

Back in 2007 was the first
time that I ever thought of sailing
as [ went on a taster day at the
AHOY Centre; from then on I
have sailed there nearly every
Saturday. It took a few weeks
before I could go to bed after
sailing and not feel that rocking
sensation, but it has been a
fantastic experience and learning
experience going from an
absolute novice to being trained
up to Instructor level.

Every day onboard the ship
started with hoisting the Polish
flag onboard the boat, this was
done from the back deck ...
otherwise known as the poop
deck, at this time we were briefed
by the captain on what was going
to happen during the day.

My watch was from eight till
twelve both AM and PM: we
worked on a basis of four hours
on watch followed by an eight
hour rest.

It took a little while to get into
routine, which normally consisted

of a little power nap during the
afternoon to set me up for the
evening. On board the ship we
had different roles as a collective
as we were on Watch Three. Any
time sails needed setting during
the day, we would set the sails on
the mizzen mast, which is the one
closest to the stern.

“Don’t look down!” This photo
was only taken from about 15-
20m high but you can still see
the distance down to the decks.
However during our evening
watch we had to set the sails on
all three masts. But when we
sailed on the same course for a
PHOTO:
Penny Player

long time it was very rare that the
sails needed to be reset.

While onboard my favourite
job was climbing the mast and
edging along the Yards to untie
the sails. The first time you climb
the rigging is of course slightly
scary, but once the adrenaline
kicks in you get a great buzz out
of climbing up. On the Dar; the
masts were 50 metres high, so
the phrase “don’t look down”
really did run through my mind.

When steering (aka helming)
the ship it gives you a great sense

Tea and IHT at Mycenae House paren waLLBANK

" should we say

| ship-mates

school-children.

/" Vital \

statistics:

Deck

110.6 m. long
Beam:

Masts: 62.1 m.
Sails:

3.015 sq. m.
Speed: 12 kn
(engine)

16 kn (sail)
Crew: 40

(+ cadets)

~

LEFT:

Storm following
in James Bond’s
footsteps (or

wake?) as she
roars away from
Tower Bridge in
a speed boat

RIGHT:
Happy

of responsibility that you have
control of a 110 metre tall ship.

On our ship there were two
steering wheels, one on the
bridge, where the captain and the
officers are with all the charts and
navigational equipment; the other
is just outside the bridge.

Sadly, we navigated from
inside the bridge and so couldn’t
use the big wheel, which is a bit
like the ones you see on Pirates
of the Caribbean. Steering a boat
is a bit weird to get used to at
first, as sometimes it doesn’t
respond straight away, but then
you also have to straighten up
before you’ve reached your target
or the course you are meant to be
following, because it always takes
a little time to respond.

Apples ’n Oranges

*** FACT FILE * * *

he Dar Mlodziezy is a Polish sailing training ship.

Launched in 1982 in Gdansk, it was specially built to
train the cadets of the Polish marine and to win a lot of Tall
Ship Races. Her name means "The Gift of Youth", which is
appropriate since it was partly financed by the gifts of young

I have sailed in bad weather
both on a tall ship and in a small
dinghy, and it can be a very
exhilarating experience; but after
a while if the conditions start to
worsen then it can get scary.

Last year when I went tall ship

sailing, we sailed into some bad
weather where the visibility was
reduced and the winds blew 30
mph or more, this caused the boat
to heel over to one side, which
was how I was awoken ... nearly
falling out of my bunk!

However, they have all been
great experiences and [ would do
it all again in a heartbeat. The
people you meet on board
become friends for life, it’s an
experience you will never ever
forget.

We are a high-class greengrocers and

o-one wants to leave

their loved ones with a
huge tax bill when they die.
But that’s what many
homeowners will be doing
if they don’t act now to
address the amount of
inheritance tax that their
families will have to pay.

IHT is no longer a tax

for the super-rich. Zoopla
says the average cost of a
house in Westcombe Park
is £1.1 million. With the
tax threshold fixed at
£650,000 for a married

couple until at least 2018,
IHT is becoming the rule,
not the exception.

And it’s a costly rule. If
you’re married with two
children and an estate
worth £1.5 million, the tax
bill when you and your
spouse die will be a sober-
ing £340,000. The tax man
becomes your third child!

However, with profes-
sional advice and planning,
you can minimise “death
tax” — or even avoid it. To
find out how, pop along to

my free event where I’1l
explain the ins and outs of
estate planning in plain
English over tea, coffee and
cake. It might be the most
profitable hour you’ve ever
spent.

Tea and IHT is running
at Mycenae House on 26th
Nov at 3.00 and 7.00pm.
To book a place call Daren
on 0770 6276149 or email
events@ginkgofinancial.com

Daren Wallbank (DipPFS) is an
FCA-regulated wealth manager
& owner of Ginkgo Financial.

13 Station Crescent,
Westcombe Park, London SE3 7EQ

Westcombe Park Dental

Treatments Available
Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants
Invisalign
Smile Makeovers

Tooth Colouring Fillings

Anti-Wrinkle Treatments & Dermal Fillings

Tel. 0208 853 3304 Fax: 0208 858 1784

Practice

of fresh vegetables & fruit

8.00 am to 7.30 pm.

from 17th November.

(Local delivery available).
Do come along and meet us,

fruiterers selling an extensive variety

including organic packaged nuts and spices.
We also stock Olive Oil, pre-packed salads
and olives as well as fresh eggs.

We are open Monday to Saturday —

Self-service — but help is at hand if required.

Christmas Order Forms are available

Christmas Trees and Christmas Wreaths
will be stocked early December

we will be happy to serve you!

OUR NEW FITNESS STUDIO IS OPEN!

WANTED... 147 committed members!

Come along and start your body transformation with us NOW!
Personal Training « Outdoor Bootcamps
Find us at 174 WESTCOMBE HILL, BLACKHEATH, LONDON, SE3 7DH

=
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Indoor Basecamp Classes

www.burnitfitness.co.uk

020 3601 2365

* info@burnitfitness.co.uk
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WHAT’S ON

ARTS THE WESTCOMBE SOCIETY THEATRE

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM

THE QUEEN’s HOUSE: WAR AND MEMORY
Until Nov. 16th: 10.00 am - 5.00 pm Free.
Rozanne Hawksley’s work examines remembrance,
representation and memory in the fitting setting of the
Queen’s House ALSO in the QUEEN’S HOUSE:
WAR ARTISTS AT SEA Until February 2015 A
new display showcasing the very best of the muse-
um’s collection of First & Second World War art
THE ART AND SCIENCE OF EXPLORATION
1768 - 1780 In The Queen’s House. See the Stubbs
Kangaroo (and Dingo) saved by the public, and work
of artists from all three of Captain Cook’s voyages
BLACKHEATH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS
SOCIETY, St Mary’s Church Hall, Cresswell Park,
Blackheath 4th Thursday of every month, 2.00 for
2.30. Next meeting 27th Nov. Andy McConnell
Rene Lalique, The Greatest: this great glass artist,
his work, and his wider impact Non-members £5
GREENWICH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS
SOCIETY King William Court, the University of
Greenwich NEXT LECTURE: 10th Nov.: How
Did He Paint That? An Introduction to Technical
Art History by Sarah Cove 020 8852 7873
Non-members £8.00

MADE IN GREENWICH GALLERY 8293 9823
www.madeingreenwich.co.uk 324 Creek Rd SE10
Tues 4th Nov. Graham Fawcett on Seamus Heaney
at 7 pm (sharp...) Tickets £10 inc. food and drink.
Tues 11th Nov. Sue Rose launches The Cost of
Keys, at 7.30 Free. Publisher: Cinnamon Press.
MICHELE FRANKLIN Paintings drawings and
prints Until Nov. 11th. Open every day except

Monday.www.michelefranklin.co.uk

GREENWICH GALLERY Peyton Place SE10 8RS
17th - 30th Nov. Photographs of Greenwich Park -
Beauty, magic and escape Mon-Friday 9.30-5.30
weekends 12-4pm. Admission Free. These photos by
Vivien Davies show the incredible diversity and beau-
ty in Greenwich Park. Also: talented photographers
from Charlton Park Academy. These children and
young people, who all have special needs or disabili-
ties, display some of their work.

See http://www.viviendavies.com

CHILDREN & FAMILY

BLACKHEATH HALLS

Sat 8th Nov. SHOE KANGAROO AND

THE BIG BAD BOOT

Sat 27th Nov. THE SELFISH GIANT

Sat 6th Dec. ALADDIN

EAST GREENWICH PLEASAUNCE

Fri. 7th Nov.10.30-11.30am Crafty Cooks Children's
Cookery Class at Pistachios In the Park Cafe. £7
Bring your 2+ year olds along to bake something tasty
to take home! Sibling discount is available. Book with
Heather: heatherb@craftycooks.co.uk; 0789 0154651
www.facebook.com/craftycooks.southlondon

WEST GREENWICH LIBRARY
Until Nov 8th: Cristiana Angelini:
A Selection of Drawings and Pastels

DANCE

CANCER RESEARCH keep fit & in shape plus
Line Dancing at Kingswood Hall, Kingswood
Place, off Dacre Park SE13 Donation £5.00 for
Cancer Research Every Wed. 10.00 - 12 noon
Please ring Rosalie Vexter on 8852 7127

The Pointer School
Blackheath)

. First class examination results

- Organic food

. Breakfast club and after school care
(8am-6pm)

- Christian Evangelical in ethos

. Numerous extra-curricular clubs
(Archery to Horse Riding)

- Large variety of outdoor and PE activities

- The Brazilian Kickers — teaching football
the Brazilian way

. Holiday Club (Christmas, Easter,
Summer and half-term)

OFSTED: OUTSTANDING IN ALL AREAS
T. 020 8293 1331

E. secretary@pointers-school.co.uk

W. www.pointers-school.co.uk
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Quiz Friday 7th November — evening, main hall
Christmas Bazaar Sat. 22nd November at
Blackheath High School, Mycenae Road
Please ring Joanne on 07709 571777 if you would
like to help out on any of these events!

COMMUNITY

CANCER RESEARCH LUNCH

Thurs. 6th November at The Clarendon Hotel,
Montpelier Row, Blackheath SE3 ORW  Prize draw &
Raffle. To book, call Wendy on 8265 0335 by Mon.
3rd November. £8.50.

INDUSTRIAL HISTORY SOCIETY

11th November 2014 Neil Rhind on famous engi-
neers of Blackheath Meeting at The Old Bakehouse,
Bennett Park, SE3. Please use the car park behind the
station. Meetings start at 7.30: non members £1.
DAVY’S WINEBAR & SHOP 161 - 165 Greenwich
High Rd SE10 8JA 19th Nov. Sparkling wine tasting
at the Wine Shop in Greenwich High Road. Cava pro-
ducer Savia Viva will be attending and we are present-
ing a selection of sparkling wines, comparing them
with Cava. Tickets are £20, redeemable against your
first case purchase. Booking: 8858 9147
BLACKHEATH BRIDGE CLUB duplicate sessions
in Mycenae House Mon. & Thurs. 7.15 pm & on Wed.
at 1.15 Tel. 8851 2609

HALSTOW CRAFT FAIR

Sat. 15th Nov.12pm- 4.00pm (entrance from blue gate
in Halstow Road, SE10 OLD). Ideal for Christmas
shopping, inc. pottery, art, jewellery, glass, knitware,
textiles, fashion, accessories, cards, gifts, soaps and
perfumes, cakes etc. Treat yourself to a massage
too. Children are free and adults are 50p.
BLACKHEATH & GREENWICH WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE: First Wednesday of every month at
7.30 pm at Sunfields Methodist Church, Old Dover
Road, SE3 8SJ eileenflanagan194@btinternet.com
GREENWICH MERIDIAN CHOIR If you are
interested in joining the choir as a regular member,
(rehearsals are Thursday evenings during term time),
contact Jean Valsler on 0208 8527548 or email
brookjean@btinternet.com

GLOBAL FUSION MUSIC & ARTS Free work-
shops Fortnightly Tuesday & Friday evenings 7.30 -
8.30 at Mascalls Meeting Rooms off Victoria Way
Charlton SE7 7TT: Tai Chi. Singing, Drumming,
Writers” Group, African Dancelnfo: 020 8858 9497
THE CLARENDON HOTEL, Montpelier Row,
Blackheath Tel. 8318 4321 Jazz at the Row very
Wednesday from 7.00 pm in the bar!
BLACKHEATH HALLS

Wed. 5th Nov 8.00 pm BLAKE MORRISON -
'THE PITY OF WAR' First World War poetry — plus
a few war poems (including a couple of his own)
about more recent conflicts.

Fri 21st Nov 19:30h DOWN TO EARTH with
MONTY DON His life & travels visiting gardens all
over the world, what really happens behind the scenes
when filming & how he transformed his own garden.
PISTACHIOS IN THE PARK SUPPER CLUB
Nov 8th: Dont miss out on a wonderful culinary expe-
rience in the East Greenwich Pleasaunce. Numbers
are limited, so book early! Book your tickets
here....https://billetto.co.uk/season-my-pistachios
£30.00 a head, inc. drinks, canapes, music
WOODLANDS FARM TRUST Shooters Hill
Christmas Fair on Sun. 30th Nov. 11.00 - 3.00pm.
Watch Santa arrive on the pony trap driven by Bob the
Shetland pony, browse stalls of local crafts and pro-
duce for Christmas presents ideas. A great day out

for all the family. FREE!
But donations always
welcome for our animals.

ENGLISH FOLK
MUSIC 9.00pm
every Tuesday

at the Lord pub,
Creek Road;

jazz Thursday
Amnesty International
Book Sale 10 - 4.00pm
Sat. 21st Nov. Church

THE GREENWICH THEATRE Crooms Hill,
Greenwich, London SE10 8ES 020 8858 7755

Sat 1st Nov. 7.30 pm LINEUP: the best in new play-
writing All tickets £8.00

Sun. 2nd Nov. CAPTAIN MURDERER Charles
Dickens (John Gudrum) 8.00pm £16.00 concs £13.50
SHAKESPEARE SCHOOLS FESTIVAL

Mon 3-Sat 8 Nov. 7.00 pm Each night four schools
will perform four different Shakespeare plays.

Nov 20th - Jan 11th. JACK & THE BEANSTALK
Andrew Pollard returns to Greenwich with another
pantomime spectacular! Tickets £27 (concs £21.00)
Children half price

THE GEOFFREY WHITWORTH THEATRE
Beech Walk, Crayford, DA1 4NP 01322 526390
bookings@the gwt.org.uk

8th - 15th Nov. Blue Stockings by Jessica Swale

LONDON THEATRE 443 New Cross Road, Outer
London, SE14 6TA (Near New Cross Station)

Box office 0208 694 1888

THE LEWISHAM FRINGE FESTIVAL

Two weeks of new plays!

Thurs 6th. Nov. PIAF - LOVE CONQUERS ALL
Tues 11th Nov 8.45pm (doors 8.15pm) £3
CINEMA PARADISO In Italian with Subtitles
Tues 11th & Weds 12th Nov

2 Day ACTING COURSE - £110

13th - 15th Nov. 7pm £14 4:48 PSYCHOSIS by
Sarah Kane For Tickets (£14.00) please go to
www.wegottickets.com/448psychosis

Thurs 27th to Sat 29th Nov. 8pm CLUB CLASS
The aviation comedy

Tues 2nd Dec. - Sun 7th Dec. 8pm (Spm Sunday) A
Chunk of Chekhov: The Bear & The Proposal

THE SPACE

Email: info@space.org.ukTel: 020 7515 7799

269 Westferry Road, London E14 3RS
FRANKENSTEIN: THE METAL OPERA Ends
1st Nov.4.00pm £13/£10 .

MuUsIC

BLACKHEATH HALLS Tel 020 8463 0100
MONDAYS 3rd, 10th, 17th Nov. at 1.10pm
LUNCHTIME RECITALS in the RECITAL
ROOM The Friends of Blackheath Halls bring you a
series of recitals for the autumn. A light lunch is avail-
able before the recital.

Fri 7th Nov 6.00pm THE TRINITY LABAN
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA perform Vaughan
Williams’ Symphony No 2 (London), commemorating
World War I . £14 | £12

Sun 9th Nov 11.00am BLACKHEATH SUNDAYS:
PASCAL AND AMI ROGE Pascal Rogé is one of
the great interpreters of French piano music £5

Sun 16th Nov 6.30 pm BLACKHEATH HALLS
ORCHESTRA Come and enjoy an evening of music
performed by our own Blackheath Halls Orchestra as
they celebrate eight years of making music. £10 | £8
Fri 21st Nov 11.00am VOCAL UNDERGRADU-
ATE MASTERCLASS: LOUISE WINTER
RECITAL ROOM £5

Thu 27th Nov 7.30pm ON HEAVEN AND
EARTH: A SONG FOR ALL SHIPS, ALL SEAS
The Trinity Laban String Ensemble Free

Sun 30th Nov 10.00 am STRING TIME WINTER
WORKSHOPS AND CONCERTS Students from
Junior Trinity's String Time programme perform in
workshops and informal concerts. £14 | £12

30th Nov 11.00am BLACKHEATH SUNDAYS:
DENIZ ARMAN GELENBE AND MICHAEL
BOCHMANN

AGE EXCHANGE

BOOK SALES: on the second Saturday every month
(except August & December) 10.00 am - 4.00 pm.
LUNCHTIME CONCERTS on the last Wednesday
of every month by Trinity Laban students. Free, but
there is a retiring collection in aid of Age Exchange &
Blackheath Village Library.

Printing in Blackheath
since 1978

FROM YOUR IDEAS OR ARTWORK
WE CAN PRINT AT A
REASONABLE COST:

> BUSINESS CARDS
> INVOICES - LETTERHEADS
> BOOKS - BROCHURES
> FORMS - INVITES
> WEDDING STATIONERY

la Lizban st
blackheath, London se3 8ss

tel: 020 8853 2268

e mail: dave@trojanpress.co.uk
www.trojanpress.com

(07, [0]27.18

BLACKHEATH CHOIR and St PAUL’S
SINFONIA perform HANDEL’s MESSIAH

Sat. 6th Dec. 7.30pmSt Margaret’s Church
Brandram Rd Lee £12 in advance — tel 020 8858
6325 email: tickets@blackheathchoir.org.uk

£15 on the door

MIDSUMMER OPERA will perform Mozart's final
opera LA CLEMENZA DI TITO at St John's
Waterloo in November. Friday 21st November at
7pm & Sunday 23rd November at 4.30pm.Tickets
£19-23 in advance; £22-26 on the door. Box Office
020 7652 0070 or online at wegottickets.com
LEWISHAM CHORAL SOCIETY perform
ROSSINI’S PETITE MESSE SOLENNELLE

on Sat. 15th November at Goldsmith’s College,
conducted by Dan Ludford-Thomas.

THU 20th Nov 6.30pm CARL ORFF’s CARMINA
BURANA with THE TRINITY LABAN CHORUS
Conducted by Dominic Peckham, Trinity Laban Free
BLACKHEATH HALLS CHORUS

COME AND SING FAURE’S REQUIEM
Rehearsals: Mon 24th Nov; Mon 1st, 8th & 15th
Dec 7.30 pm Dress rehearsal: Thu 18th Dec
Performance: Fri. 19th Dec. 7.30pmJoin Blackheath
Halls Chorus to sing this classic piece to perform at
our popular Christmas concert. Course Fee: £57 | £51
MUSIC FOR YOUTH SCHOOLS PROM

WED 12 NOV 7.00 pm at the Royal Albert Hall

The South Riverside Music Partnership perform
Kerry Andrew’s The London Breed (world pre-
miere) SPECIAL OFFER FOR OUR EMAIL SUB-
SCRIBERS 25% discount - use the promo code:
16624. BOOK ONLINE | 020 7589 8212

of the Ascension,
Dartmouth Row SE10

WANTED

Have you a COLD room?
The revolutionary insulating
material ~ AeroTherm
may be the solution.

It's Just 1Imm thick !

Email: surveys@hipitas.co.uk
for a brochure to explain how it works

WRISTWSIRTH HEATING & PLUNEING

Insillkiiion - Semitsling - Repeair
Telk: 07725 003280

[Emailk wiisiverin@neimeil.ce.uls GAS g
safe
REGISTER

Check Out Our NEW Website: wristworthheating.weebly.com

Learning is fun
St Olave’s is a Prep School in

New Eltham for boys and girls
aged 3-11 years

B Broad, child-centred curriculum

B Excellent results in the |1+
selection

B Clubs, outings and residential

FENSA

» Free diagnosis a

» Installation of double glazed sashes into existing frames.
« New for old - like for like - full box sash replacement.
* New bespoke doors and casement windows.

« Draught proofing.

« High standard finish on all products and services.

SASH-WINDOW DOCTOR

registered member of a www.trustatrader.com

Traditional box sash window specialist. Years of family tradition and
expertise guarantees a high quality service that will preserve the aesthetic
appeal and add value to your property.

trips

B Excellent pastoral care

B Small classes

B Specialist staff for PE, IT, Music,
French and Drama

B Sibling fee reduction

B Before and after school care

nd estimate.

Tel: 020 8294 8930
www.stolaves.org.uk

Contact Peter Denney on 07855 858 184 Email: Peter@sash-doctor.co.uk
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Men of Conscience —

or Cowardly oo
Shirkers?

MARSHALL

Most people in Britain welcomed the news
of the declaration of war in August 1914
with patriotic fervour, and there was a rush to
join the army. It is difficult now to imagine the
blind jingoism that caused people to believe
that it would all be over before Christmas.
This view was fuelled by a campaign of propa-
ganda posters, and such movements as the Order of
the White Feather, when women presented men who
were not in uniform with this symbol of cowardice
(just like internet trolling today). Those who did
not volunteer were judged too cowardly to do their

bit for King and country.

The campaign was so effective that by
mid-September 1914, over a quarter of a
million men had joined ‘Kitchener’s Army’,
but this rate was not sustained. As a result
the Military Services Act was introduced in
March 1916 which for the first time ever for
England, Scotland and Wales conscripted all
bachelors between the ages of 18 and 41; this
was extended in May to married men; and in
1918 the age limit was increased to 51 years.

The Act allowed for exemptions on vari-
ous grounds, including conscience, although,

often with hard labour and with periods of
solitary confinement in military prisons. 17
of them died in prison from maltreatment,
and a further 73 died elsewhere.

In May 1916 one group of thirty-five were
particularly badly treated: they were taken to
France, court-martialled and sentenced to
death as this was judged to be at the front
line and their action therefore deemed to be
an act of cowardice; however, fortunately this
sentence was commuted to penal servitude

pragmatically enough, ministers
of religion were excluded from
conscription. To be successful
the conscientious objectors
(COs) had to convince a Military

‘Daddy, what
did YOU do in
the Great War?’

for ten years.

Ideologically midway
between the absolutists and the
non-combatants was the Friends
Ambulance Unit, which was set

Services Tribunal of their sinceri-
ty. These hearings were often perfunctory,
lasting as little as 10 minutes with the
Military Representative asking such unsubtle
questions as ‘What would you do if a
German soldier was about to rape your sis-
ter?” or ‘Do you think you are cleverer than
your older brother, who is in the army?’

The No-Conscription Fellowship, formed
at the start of the war by Fenner Brockway,
Bertrand Russell, and Herbert Morrison
amongst others, offered COs some support.

A prominent supporter was Dr. Alfred
Salter, who was born at 23 Greenwich South
Street in 1873 and went to the John Roan
School before becoming a doctor and later
MP in Bermondsey. His pamphlet ‘Faith as
a Pacifist’ sold over a million copies.

A total of 16,000 men were registered by
these tribunals as COs during the course of
the war, with Quakers, traditionally pacifists,
featuring large. Some COs agreed to do
‘nationally important’ civilian work such as
farming; others joined up as non-combatants,
acting for instance as stretcher-bearers and
first aiders within the Royal Army Medical
Corps.

A further group of about 6000 men known
as Absolutists refused to help the war effort
in any way. These Absolutists suffered very
harsh treatment, receiving prison sentences
Tavistock Square has several §
memorials promoting peace.
These include a statue of
Gandhi, a tree in memory of
the victims of Hiroshima, g
and, [RIGHT] a stone memorial |
to conscientious objectors.
This year Roger Marshall,
whose father was a CO and
stretcher-bearer in WW1,
took part in a moving
ceremony to mark their
courage and convictions.

up by the Religious Society of
Friends (the Quakers) in 1914. These volun-
teers were not part of the military, did not
wear a military uniform, and were thus not
freeing up others for military work. They
were treating the injured and ferrying them
from the trenches to special hospitals in
France and Belgium. Some 1000 COs, not all
of them Quakers, served in this unit during
the war.

COs were not immediately set free at the
end of the war in 1918, and were only
released in April 1919. But this was not the
end of their problems as they still faced
widespread hostility: for instance job adverts
in the Times Educational Supplement had
clauses saying ‘No CO need apply’ and the
Absolutists were disenfranchised for a further
ten years. Nevertheless, their stance did lead
to a more tolerant society and the 60,000
conscientious objectors in WW2 were on the
whole treated with much more understanding.

Conscientious objection around the world
and for all wars is remembered each year on
May 15th with International Conscientious
Objectors Day. In London this year white
carnations were ceremoniously placed around
a stone memorial in Tavistock Square by over
fifty relatives of the courageous WW1
individualists who defied public opinion and
refused to kill.
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@ Fully trained
uniformed staff

® Full insurance
included in
ALL quotes

® Prompt free
estimates

® On-site
containerised
storage

® Discounts for
long-term storage

©® Well-established
family business

® Pianos - our forte

Call

0800 0157775

for.alfree survey or. visif
Jamesremoyals.com
forequesfa
quotationionline

You, too, can sing

Mouth the words,” the singing teacher
told me. ‘Don’t make a noise or
you’ll ruin the whole show.” I was ten at
the time. Throughout the carol concert I
nursed a silent bruise, and have done so
ever since.

For anyone who can sing, ‘joining in’
must be a doddle but for me every chorus
of Happy Birthday had been a humiliating
ordeal, with weddings and funerals making
further uncomfortable demands.

Fast forward forty-something years to a
conference where I chanced to be sitting
next to Heather — a singing teacher.
Telling her I was a hopeless case was half-
confessional, half-bravura. Did she realise
I was not exaggerating when I told her I
sound like a hippopotamus in dis-

this time she faded out.

I felt like a child on a bicycle realising
the steadying hand behind the saddle is no
longer there. I faltered, wobbled and
crashed. We began again, and gradually I
managed three verses and choruses on my
own.

‘I don’t mind if you get it wrong, but
I’m delighted when you get it right,’
Heather said, nodding and smiling every
time I hit the right notes. Licence,
approval and praise! [ was dizzy with
euphoria. My car became my very private
concert hall. No-one could hear my
uneven attempts. [ hummed and laaahed
and, cautiously, I sang. 1 couldn’t wait for
my second lesson.

Two years down the

tress? Did she realise the enormity
of the challenge when she offered
to teach me?

NICOLA
BRUTON

line, I can move up and down
the scales and I have a repertoire
of songs and, yes, that includes

It was worth a try, she said. We
fixed a trial lesson and Heather told me
come with a song I knew.

Here was the first hurdle. How does
one take a song anywhere? If she’d asked
me to take a bowl of cherries or a pint of
milk I could have obliged. But a song?
Heather must have seen the panic in my
eyes; she suggested that even a hymn from
schooldays would do.

I trawled the Internet and found Lord
of the Dance. ‘Nice and skippy,’ she said
when I arrived though, with hindsight, I
realised she had meant me to take the
music as well as the words.

Heather explained that she’d be teach-
ing me ‘natural voice’ singing — with no
accompaniment, just my voice and the
song. But she would make use of other
styles and methods when appropriate.

We began not with words, but sounds.
Classical vowel sounds, she explained, as
together we swooped up and down with a
sustained eeee, ahhh, and oooh. No, you
are not tone deaf, she said: it was as if I'd
been reprieved from a life sentence.

Did I find, she asked, that sometimes I
could hear a tune in my head but that when
I opened my mouth a very different sound
emerged. Yes! How did she know, and
what could we do about it?

In her opinion it was a matter of
synapses. Over time and with practice, she
promised, I would learn to make the right
connections. It was time to tackle Lord of
the Dance. Heather sang, then we sang
together. It wasn’t too difficult and she
seemed pleased. Off we went again but

Happy Birthday. Hey, I can
sing.

Now I have a born-again zeal to tell my
good news. I am discovering fellow suf-
ferers: grown men and women who, like
me, were told to mouth the words and have
done so ever since their schooldays.

Have a go, I urge them for I know they
will experience not just the joy of making
a tuneful noise, but a surge of energy and
joie de vivre. This is not a coincidence.
To sing you have to breathe in a deep and
regulated way thus taking more oxygen
into your system.

No wonder I feel more awake. Better
still, singing is reckoned to help to release
serotonin, the happy hormone, into the
brain. Even a sad song can give a feeling
of well being.

It’s a tale worth telling — or singing.
Ed: Luckily, there are plenty of opportu-
nities for singing locally. See page 5.

Authentic Voice

Voice and Sound Workshops
Nov 16% 2014
Jan 25% and March 22" 2015

This is a wonderful opportunity to use
voice, vibration and silence to connect to
your inner self. In a safe and non-
judgemental environment you can expect
to chant, sound and move
as we experience both our
uniqueness and our one-ness.

Blackheath Complementary Health Centre
10am to 1pm. £25
lesley@the-authentic-voice.com
07740 459044
To book and reserve a place call
BCHC on 0208 293 5380 / 5405
or Lesley on 07740 459044

What’s new at the Conservatoire

wide range of music classes is in full
swing at the Blackheath Conservatoire -
but it’s not too late to sign up for other one-
offs, including:
Showstoppers - exploring musical theatre
Sat 1st Nov. 2.00 - 6.00 pm
Klezmer workshop Sat 15th Nov 2.00 -
6.00 pm Klezmer is a musical tradition of the
Ashkenazi Jews of Eastern Europe, but has
evolved considerably, especially in the US.

Charlton United

Reformed Church

Protestant Evangelical - www.charltonurc.org
109a Bramshot Avenue, Charlton SE7 7HX

Sunday Service
and Sunday School

11:00

A Brief History of the Symphony 5Sth -
26th Nov. Starting Wed 5th 12.30 - 2.30pm,
with John Andrews. John also continues his
series on Music that changed the world with:
Shostakovich Sympohony No.5 Thurs 6th
Nov. 7.30 - 9.00 pm

Handel’s Messiah on Dec 4th.

And so much more, including a course on
Practical Photography - running from 17th
Nov - 1st December. Mondays 11. - 3.00 pm

BASED IN GREENWICH, WE ARE YOUR LOCAI
ELECTRICAL SERVICES COMPANY.

From changing a light bulb to a full rewire...
Carrying out an electrical safety inspection tg
fault finding...

WE CANDO IT ALL!

We are NICEIC approved and a member of the
Electrical Safety Register.

For a free quotation, please call or email and we'll
be happy to help.

p: 020 83336759 m: 07887 571058
e: tpn@vikingpower.co.uk
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Planning applications can be
viewed in the library, or at the
Woolwich Library on the lower
ground floor of the Woolwich
Centre, 35 Wellington St. They
may also be viewed on www. green-
wich.gov.uk/planning

River crossings

ANNE ROBBINS
look at where the
Councils have got to
in their thinking

egular readers will know that

Transport for London has been look-
ing at various Thames crossings for the
area downriver from the Blackwall Tunnel.

The most recent consultation closed on

September 18, and covered the Woolwich
Ferry, a bridge or ferry at Gallions Reach,
and a bridge from Belvedere to Dagenham.
The Westcombe Society responded to this,
as have local boroughs, pressure groups,
and many individuals. Detailed results
won’t be published for some time, but
some councils have released their answers.

Proposed new Woolwich ferry
Bexley is neutral on this, but Lewisham
supports the idea, and Greenwich is
opposed. While Lewisham would like to
keep a free service for crossing the river,
Bexley argues that the benefits are limited.
Greenwich says that a new ferry might
bring marginal benefits and improve
resilience, but would not help improve air
quality or congestion. None of the coun-
cils support a ferry at Gallions Reach.

A new bridge?

Instead, Greenwich is strongly supporting
the idea of a bridge at Gallions Reach,
connecting Thamesmead with Barking. It
also wants improvements in public trans-
port here, and improved Overground rail
links connecting with Crossrail.

It also wants the proposed bridge to
support local travel but not long distance
road transport. The danger is that long-
haul drivers including heavy lorries could
find this bridge attractive, and Bexley
notes that this could have serious effects
on local road systems.

Lewisham, meanwhile, supports the
Gallions Bridge proposal, in principle, as it
would take some of the traffic off the

heavily used A2 and A102. (Lewisham
has deep reservations about the proposed
Silvertown Tunnel proposal).

The proposal would thus need to be
attractive to local businesses, but not to
long-haul traffic: a difficult balancing act.
If TfL were unable to restrict its use to
local drivers, it could mean feeder roads
would have to be built, endangering
much-loved Oxleas Wood.

Further east?

Further to the east, TfL’s proposals include
a bridge between Belvedere, and Rainham,
Essex, at the A13. This is strongly sup-
ported by Bexley, which also supports a
rail crossing here as well. It’s opposed by

Lewisham, which sees a stronger case for a

Gallions Reach crossing. Greenwich
would only support this if crossings at
Gallions were built first.

How would any of this be paid for?

The answer is PFI funding, using revenues
from tolling — though TfL is not saying
what the fees might be. The Woolwich
Ferry would no longer be free.

This tolling would also be used for the
proposed Silvertown crossing. Greenwich
complained that the Silvertown proposal
should have been included in this round of
consultations, so that everyone could see
the full array of possible road crossings.
Moreover, Greenwich also asked that the
Blackwall Tunnel be toll-charged.

The Westcombe Society’s response?

The Environment Committee took a
neutral stand on all but the Woolwich
Ferry, which we would like to see retained.
Our experience of the road systems is not
strong enough to comment, but we argued
strongly for more investment in public
transport, over any expansion of roads.

You can read the Westcombe Society
response on our website; we would welcome
comments. The next consultation is on the
Silvertown Tunnel crossing (see page 1), so
we would like to hear our members’ views.
The link for Greenwich’s response:
http://committees.greenwich.gov.uk/ieDecisi
onDetails.aspx?id=2878.

Westcombe Park, Blackheath, Greenwich & Lee, alongside

dedicated branches for Lettings & Commercial.
Contact the Westcombe Park branch on 020 8858 6101

John Payne
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johnpayne.com

A green thought. . .
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... in a green shade, in the words of the poet Andrew Marvell. It’s not always all-go
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in the Westcombe Woodlands: four volunteers take a well-earned coffee break on
our new benches, made by our tree surgeon from timber felled in the woodlands.

Our next Volunteer Day will be on Sunday 23rd Nov. (probably to plant some
more fruit trees in the orchard in the Glade) from 10.00 am until 1.00 pm.

Our meeting point will be in the Maze Hill cul-de-sac at about 9.50am. We are
asking everyone to arrive and leave together for reasons of safety and security.
Please note that access is not suitable for children or for anyone with mobility
problems. Coffee, tea, fruit squash and biscuits will be provided.

Please call Frank Smith on 8852 6390 or 07989 445 057 with any queries you have
on the day. If you have any other queries, please email westcombewoodlands@hot-
mail.co.uk. And if you haven't already done so, don't forget to sign up to become a
Friend of Westcombe Woodlands! You can find a joining form on our website
www.westcombewoodlands.org. Friends will be invited to our second Annual

General Meeting on the evening of Wednesday 12th November.

The car

that runs
on air

Eat your heart out, owners of hybrids or
electric cars! Sell your oil shares!
Could the air car be the next Big Thing?
Tata Motors in India seem to think so. The
Air Car uses compressed air to push its
engine's pistons and make the car go.

The Air Car, called the "Mini CAT"
could cost around 365,757 rupees in India
(that’s around £6,000.) The Mini CAT is a
simple, light urban car, with a tubular chas-
sis, and a body of fiberglass that is glued
not welded. A tiny radio transmitter con-
trols all the electrical functions of the car,
such as turn signals and lights.

The temperature of the clean air
expelled by the exhaust pipe is between 0-
15 degrees below zero — handy for the
internal air conditioning system.

Running costs are less than 50 rupees
per 100 KM— about a tenth the cost of a
car running on petrol. Its mileage is double
that of the most advanced electric car.

Very little maintenance is needed. One
fill-up with compressed air is good for 185
miles. Because there is no combustion

FRANK SMITH

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
(See also http//www.westcombesociety.org/

33 KIRKSIDE ROAD ref 14/2781/F
Loft conversion with rear dormer and 3
roof lights to front and 1 to rear
23 GLENLUCE ROAD ref 14/2636/F

Replace roof. Remove front boundary wall

TREE WORKS
81 HUMBER ROAD ref 14/3050/TC
Crown reduce fig by 30% (front garden) and cherry by
25%. Lift magnolia to 3m.
1C COLERAINE ROAD ref 14/2943/TC

Reduce Scots pine by 30% (rear garden)
BLACKHEATH HIGH SCHOOL,

27 VANBRUGH PARK ref 14/2910/TP

Crown reduce oak by 20% (tree preservation order)

Take a look at this: it’s an auto engine that
runs on air. That's right: not gas or diesel
or electricity — just the air around us.
engine, changing the 1 litre of vegetable
oil is only necessary every 30,000 miles.

If this Air Car sounds too good to be
true, it’s not just happening in India:
Engineair Pty Ltd, based in Melbourne,
Australia, has developed a very similar
technology, giving us the ability to use
renewable energy effectively to power our
future.
So if you’re in Oz, why not visit
Engineair Pty Ltd, 399 Sayers Road,
Hoppers Crossing, Victoria, Australia.

This is what the Mini-Cat looks
like: a cool six-seater. Y
Start saving your rupees!

ANNUAL HALLEY LECTURE

“Why the impact and issues of
Climate Change cannot be
ignored.”

by Sir John Houghton

Friday 14th November 7.30 pm
St Margaret’s Church,
Lee Terrace SE123
Tickets £10.00 020 8318 9643 or
stmargaretslee@btinternet.com




ET PLACE

Please send ads for the Market Place with pay-
ment by the 10th day of the preceding month to:
Marilyn Little, 163, Westcombe Hill, SE3 7DP
020 8853 1312 marilyn.little@btinternet.com

ALL classified adverts 30p per word. Please make cheques
payable to The Westcombe Society

(O

GOOD RELIABLE HOST FAMILIES wanted for for-
eign students. For more info. please contact Lynne
on 01732 822649 or email sesgreenwich@aol.com

ROOMS FOR HIRE

ROOMS FOR HIRE FOR MEETINGS, meditation,
music, movement. Quaker Meeting House close to
Blackheath Station. Reasonable rates. Contact Sue
07908 587695 quakerhall@aol.com

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE

Blackheath area, up to 150 people, Bar, disabled
access. Tel 07940 296290

CO-WORKING SPACE in Linear House, Royal Hill,
central Greenwich, just 5mins away from rail, DLR
and river transport links (London Bridge 9mins).
Managed office to share with max 5 others. Only
£250 +VAT pm. Available from 1st Oct. Enquiries:
helenothen1@gmail.com

GARDENING

GARDEN MAINTENANCE: mowing, weeding, pruning,
communal garden contracts, fruit and vegetables,
gardening tuition, RHS qualified, also domestic cleaning.
Call John and Rachel 0208 854 4886. / 07746 121510

HOLIDAYS

WHITSTABLE WEEKENDS / WEEKS Sea wall
house between Oyster Warehouse and Harbour.
Sleeps 5. Fantastic views. 8858 6578 or 013 04 367443
NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS The Georgian
House. Delightful period house in charming
Pickering market town. Sleeps 10. http://www.
thegeorgianhouse.co.uk/ Tel: 07876 385189
HOUSE TO RENT Sole Rose is a charming and
beautifully furnished period house in the popular
seaside town of Southwold, Suffolk. Situated
within easy walking distance of the High Street,
beach and pier. Sleeps 4/6.
http://www.solerose.co.uk 07876385189

PERSONAL CARE & THERAPY

BLACKHEATH HOLISTIC HEALTH SERVICE.
COUNSELLING, ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE,YOGA
tel: 020 8858 5969 /1991, www.bhhs.selondon.co.uk
PILATES CLASSES AT MYCENAE HOUSE.

Now Mondays 1.30pm and Thursdays at 2.00pm.
All levels welcome, mats provided. Please contact

Hilary for further details on 07970 290818
FITSTEPS, FITNESS THAT’S STRICTLY FUN!

Ballroom and Latin American dance based fitness
class. Any age and ability welcome, no partner need-
ed, Tuesday mornings, Mycenae House. For more
info contact: Kerry 07711 255932
CLASSES/WORKSHOPS AT BLACKHEATH
COMPLEMENTARY HEALTH CENTRE

Hatha, Vinyasa Flow and Restorative Yin Yoga, Well
Woman and Pregnancy Yoga, Pilates, Post Natal
and Women's Health Pilates, Baby Massage class-
es, Hypnobirthing, Feldenkrais workshops,
Mindfulness workshops, Sound and Voice work-
shops, Reiki 1, 2 and 3. 020 8293 5380

SERVICES & TRADE

WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING
Blackheath-window-cleaner.co.uk 07791 465052
ELECTRICIAN / ALARM ENGINEER No job too small
TMIET registered. Call 0787 9011792

WESTCOMBE CLEANERS I'm a friendly, hard work-
ing & organised domestic cleaner. Regular or single
services. Competitive rates. Additional tasks. | love
my clients to be happy. Phone (020) 8853 8671
PHONE/BROADBAND SOCKETS.

Improved Broadband speed plates, Fault Finding
Repairs, New Extensions, Tidying of cables. 25 yrs
BT, Insured. 07845-705900

SIMMONDS HANDYMAN

Property and maintenance services. Electrical, deco-
rating, telephones, general repairs. 079 4198 2895
JEWELLERY AND WATCH REPAIRS AND
VALUATIONS from Michele Franklin. British
Jewellers Association accreditation 07809 502 714
Michele @personaljewellerylondon.co.uk

PEST CONTROL SERVICES All types of pests
dealt with. Call John 0208 3003496

MALCOLM TIERNEY, CARPENTER

Specialist in refurbishment, repair and replacement

of sash windows. 0777 5657371

T con See a
oreat nursery
flomn hele

choose Zoom Nurseries.

challenges ahead.

Or visit our website for more details www.zoomnurseries.com

Childcare for ages 3 - 5yea

If you're looking for a nursery that will help your child to grow and develop -

At Zoom every child enjoys an individual Learning Journey. A record that tracks
their daily progress through our fantastic fun-filled learning environment.

It's just one of the tools we use to keep our parents up-to-date with their child’s
achievements, as well as their personal, social and emotional development.
It's an important tool, one that helps us ensure that when they leave Zoom to
start school, they leave as independent learners and thinkers, ready for the

With nurseries in Eltham, Hither Green and Blackheath, that between them
have three Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ judgements, and places available, you don't
have to go far to give your child a great start.

To find out more and arrange an informal visit please
call Ann Briley, Assistant Childcare Director on
020 8318 1133%r email annbriley.zoom@gmail.com

DECORATING, ELECTRICS Plumbing and Property
Maintenance. Est, 25 years. References available.
Phil McNamara 8857 5480, mobile 07814 360862
DAVIDSON PLASTERING AND DECORATING
SERVICES Ceilings repaired or renovated. Artex
ceilings skimmed to a smooth finish. Painting and
Decorating. Insurance work undertaken. C&G quali-
fied. Small jobs welcome. Free advice and esti-
mates. Phone 0208 854 4886 / 07746 121510

ALL WORKS GUARANTEED. www.ttaelectrics .co.uk
PIANO TUNER  Prompt friendly service from an expe-
rienced, fully qualified tuner technician. For tuning and
repairs call Jim Kimberley 0208 305 0033
ARCHITECTURAL INTERIOR DESIGN
Architectural interior design for internal and external
projects. Concept through to planning & build.
Contact : info@lizbulldesign.com or 07739 903752 .
HOMEWORKS

All-round handyman for those DIY’s you have no time for!
General repairs. Painting & Decorating. General Carpentry
and flooring. Flat-pack assembly. Patio and deck cleaning.
No job too small. Contact Matthew Barron 07903 388658.
S.S.D BUILDERS LTD.

Long established Building & Roofing Company avail-
able for free estimates & advice. ALL works under-
taken, from guttering to Refurbishments. All works
viewed within 24 hours, fully insured & guaranteed.
Call us today on 07931 536533 or 020 8305 1039
PUBBLE PLASTERING Need a plasterer with excel-
lent references? Work is of high standard. Qualified
C&G. Plastering-Rendering-Plasterboarding - Repairs.
Free quotes! Call Alex on 07547 468459/0203 092 0684
- New number! pubbleplastering@googlemail.com
EXPERIENCED LOCAL ARCHITECT

offering full range of architectural services, including
planning and building regulations applications, tech-
nical and construction drawings, full project manage-
ment, and site work. Registered with the Architects
Registration Board. Mob: 07853423130

Email: gj@gjhanjeearchitects.com

MARK CHEESEMAN, LOCAL CARPENTER AND
JOINER with 30 years experience. All aspects of
carpentry and construction carried out considerately
and to a high standard. Reinstatement of

original Victorian/Edwardian/Georgian details,

ie shutters, skirtings, plinth blocks, picture rails,
cornices etc. Bespoke joinery, wardrobes, cup-
boards, stairs, kitchens. Sash windows

overhauls. Resin timber repairs. Please call

M: 07767 456131 or H: 020 8854 4028

C.S. CARPENTRY-JOINERY Decorating and

all building work undertaken. Joseph

McNamara 02088575480, mob. 07947155366
LOCAL CARPET CLEANER Specialist in cleaning
Carpets, Upholstery & rugs. Competitive rates. M:
07828503132 Email: adam@carpetcrew.co.uk
http://www.carpetcrew.co.uk/

TALLGABLES PICTURE FRAMING

All works undertaken at very reasonable

prices. Contact Emily on 07787 524254,
@tallgables or Tall Gables via Facebook

ANDREW FLETCHER Painting, Decorating

& Tiling services. Over 20 years' experience, fully
insured. References available. Call 07702 09438
TRAINED CHIMNEY SWEEP & STOVE INSTALLER
Fast, friendly Happy to work! Call Anthony on
07772649577 or email: chimneymaintenance @gmail.com
EXPERIENCED BABYSITTER

Works in local school. From newborn to teens.
Competitive rates. Caroline 07800 507 836
CRAFTY PEAR COFFEE AND CROCHET

Come along and improve your crochet skills in a
relaxed environment whilst enjoying tea, coffee,
homemade cake and chat! Tuesdays 12.30-2.30 at
45 Mayhill Rd, Charlton. £10 per session. Call Lisa
on 07771647618 for information or to book a place
INTERIOR DECORATOR & CARPENTER with over 20
years experience. A member of the guild of master-
craftsman. Free quotes & friendly advice on all your
decorating requirements. Local references available.
Tel. Ashley Greaves 8858 2981

HAVE YOU GOT THE SKILLS OR TIME FOR DIY?
Or is it all just such an effort!

If that’s your problem, | can solve it !

* Decorating including preparation, painting,
wall-papering & special finishes.

Re- hanging doors and putting up shelving.
Re-laying floors-lino, wood laminates & ceramics.
Domestic Electrical work.

Plumbing-taps, showers,radiators and external.
Garden revival and maintenance

If you need help with any of these please call

Tony: 0208 856 9398 M: 07961 540836

* ok ok

*

RESEARCHER AVAILABLE for new projects. Wide
experience of research work, copy writing and picture
research. Contact O Lambert at liviily3@hotmail.com
S.S.D PLUMBING AND HEATING

Friendly local plumber available for free estimates and
advice. All works undertaken, no job too small, from
boilers to bathroom suites, all works viewed within 24
hours, fully insured and guaranteed. Call today on
07931 536533 or 8305 1039

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY

Alcoves, wardrobes, radiator covers & general
household woodwork. Showroom: 0208 852 7222
www.carpentryandinteriors.co.uk

TUITION

NEED HELP WITH YOUR COMPUTER? Local tech-
nician provides home technical support & tuition. No
job too small, all in your own home. Glenn 84734091
BEGINNER GUITAR LESSONS

for all ages by Trinity Guildhall qualified and A level
music student. Call Jack: 07542764527. Email: jack-
kingdavidson@gmail.com

ITALIAN TUITION Native ltalian teacher offers lessons at
all levels. Preparation for GCSE, A-LEVELS cours-
es, Grammar, Conversation Tel 07788 743371
MATHS & ENGLISH TUITION and preparation for
11+ and independent school selection tests by quali-
fied and experienced teacher.marystuition.com Mary
Bauckham 07709089838 mary.bauckham@virgin.net
ENGLISH/PRIMARY/11-PLUS TUITION All ages
welcome. GCSE, A/S-Levels, Common Entrance,
Primary, etc. Fully qualified, experienced teacher.
Call Hellin Halliday BA(Hons), PGCE on 020 8858
7704 / 07928 017762 to discuss how | can help.
SHOW YOUR COMPUTER WHO IS THE BOSS
Are you looking for some extra help working with
your computer? Need some help with your digital
photos, online shopping and the jargon? To discuss
the options, call Paul on 07958 251 448 or email
paul.clayton@soulchip.co.uk

KNIT AND CROCHET CLASSES

Monday evenings — spaces still available contact
Michele for more information on michelej@gcc.ac.uk
SPANISH TUITION All levels and ages at your
home or your office by latinoamerican tutor CLTA.
Please call Miguel on07910 318 513 or email:
migansiergut52@gmail.com

MULVIHILL ACADEMY OF IRISH DANCE

Adult and Child Irish Dance Classes available in the
Blackheath area. Come along for a fun-all-in-one
workout. For more information call Rachel on
07707 100521

KERRY ‘ON' DANCING Ballroom & Latin American
Dance classes for Adults and Children. Also After-
noon Tea Dance, Mondays, Horn Park (Old
Colfeians), Lee. Contact: Kerry 07711 255932
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUITION: CELTA qualified,
native speaking,experienced female tutor offers lan-
guage lessons, conversation or help with written
English translation to all ages and levels in your

home/office or mine. Call Nina on 07776 305 212
HISTORY, ENGLISH, BIOLOGY TUITION

Greenwich resident and recent Oxford graduate (first
class), with experience working with children, happy
to travel, all ages welcome, GCSE, AS/A-Level —
tel:07929408634, email:adamwhiley @hotmail.com
CONVERSATIONS IN FRENCH

Need to brush up on your French ? One-to-one
sessions offered to improve your conversational
skills.  Monique 07891 031 073
BRITISH/CHINESE SCIENCE TUTOR

Fully Qualified & Experienced KS3 & 4, Chemistry
Specialist Excellent exam grade improvements
CRB cleared 07952503660/ 07929033956

MUSIC LESSONS: jazz & classical, all ages and
abilities, ABRSM, TCL & GCSE, exam preparation,
theory & instrumental tuition, creative & holistic
approach. RSM, FTCL, LTCL, PGD, GBSC, PGCE
music specialist, call Viktor: 0777 9285174

COME DANCE WITH ME. Dance classes for 50+
Come and have fun discovering that you can dance!
Explore different dance styles while exercising &
improving flexibility, balance, strength and memory
Join us on Thursday mornings 11am- 12pm at
Mycenae House, Mycenae Road SE3 7SE. All wel-
come regardless of experience and ability. Contact
Joanna Tel: 07709952215 email: joclare @hotmail.it
ALSO: CONTEMPORARY DANCE CLASS mixed
level. Friday eves 7.00-8.00pm. Energizing and fun.
Everyone welcome regardless of ability and experi-
ence. Mycenae House. Contact Joanna Clare

http:/www.tonysdiy.com/ 07709952215 email: joclare@hotmail.it
MEfA By
¥ Montessori Weekl Goldsboro
ontessori eekly PART OF Bupa
Family p—'\/l"
Programme

72
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(during term time)
at Montessori House,
135 Westcombe Hill,
Blackheath, SE3 7DP
All enquiries

0771 0433994

Tuesday 3:30-5:30 After-
school Nurture Group
@ Mycenae House
Community Centre

‘Wednesday 9:30-11:30
Preschool, 1:30-2:30
Baby Montessori, 2:45-
3:45 Toddler Montessori
@ Montessori House

Thursday 1:00-3:00
Montessori Afternoons
@ Montessori House |

BUY LOCAL!

Discounts available on production of your
Westcombe Society membership card.

BLACKHEATH VILLAGE:

PARES FOOTWEAR

10% OFF all shoes over £20, excluding sale stock
RAFFLES DESIGNER WEAR.

10% OFF all non-sale goods

GREENWICH:

NORTH POLE RESTAURANT

12.5% OFF Meals only for two

3D DIVING 10% discount on all scuba diving
courses. Offer excludes scuba diving equipment.
GREENWICH COMMUNICATION CENTRE

at 164 Trafalgar Road: 10% discount on all
Computer Maintenance and Repairs (including
Laptops!) We are your local friendly independent
computer shop!

HUMBER ROAD:

BODYWORKZ - THE FITNESS CLINIC

109 Humber Road.10% OFF all treatments costing
£30 or more except Chiropody; exc.Saturdays.
ROYAL NEPALESE RESTAURANT

(Station Crescent) 20% OFF meals for two or more
Sunday - Thursday.

THE CURIOUS COMB

10% discount on services over £30 Weekdays
8am-10am, 2pm-4pm (excludes retail purchases).
CORIANDER RESTAURANT (Station Crescent)
25% off Sunday to Thursday. Bookings only!
THE STANDARD:

COTON & HAMBLIN - OPTICIANS

5% OFF frames, sunglasses & accessories
KARAN CHEMIST 10% OFF Weds. only
MARNELLS - DIY 10% OFF Wednesdays
WELL BEAN - HEALTH GOODS

10% OFF all purchases over £20 (no credit cards)
BLACKHEATH EYECARE CENTRE

25% off 2nd pair of spectacles. (same prescription.
Not in conjunction with any other offer. (Complete
glasses start from £49.95 with single vision lens-
es). 5% off contact lens solution and accessories
TROJAN PRESS 10% OFF all quotations
WESTCOMBE HILL

A * DRIVING SCHOOL £5 discount on the price
of one x 2 hour lesson for WS members.

THE WONDER WOMEN NETWORK

Offers a 10% discount

CAPITAL ROOFING 5% discount on any work
up to £1000 Tel. 0208 858 5123

GARTEL DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

5% discount on any work up to £1000

Tel. 0208 858 5123

OLDSTUFF 10% discount on all products at
http://www.theoldstuff.co.uk

WESTCOMBE PARK ROAD

Karen Storey of Homespace offers members
10% discount on decluttering & homestaging
services 0844 846 5854 www.home-space.biz
PENINSULA

SHENDA FALVEY PERSONAL TRAINING &
BOOTCAMPS Free bootcamp session at
Greenwich Peninsula worth £10. Book to secure
place (excludes existing customers)

25% off first personal training session plus free
consultation M: 07887 727 335
www.shendafalveypersonaltraining.com

r.G. Austin

(Established 1963)
Heating Engineers,
Property Maintenance,

GAS
SAFE

Electrics, Painting,
Decorating, Plumbing,

Central Heating,

Shower and Bathroom Specialists

2A Hassendean Rd, Blackheath SE3 8TS
Telephone: 0208 8858 7359
rgaustin@fsmail.net

Your new home
IS waiting for you
at Tudor Grange

Westcombe Park Road, Blackheath.

Come and talk to us about retirement
living. To ensure you make decisions that
are right for you. Prices from £230,000.

Call freephone 0800 731 6287

www.goldsboroughestates.co.uk

s, & |




