
T
he room was packed with people sit-

ting on every available surface, and

standing in the spaces in between.

This was the meeting of the Planning

Board on March 3rd to discuss whether to

give outline planning permission to build a

new IKEA store on the Sainsbury's site.

As usual, the  planning officer described

the application.  It was then open to the

public, including members of the West-

combe Society, to raise their concerns and

objections.  

The speakers on this occasion were pas-

sionate, articulate and well informed.  No

member of the public spoke  in favour of

the scheme.  Two Labour

councillors spoke against the

scheme  – Cllrs Mary Mills

and Alex Grant. The latter

called for an independent

review of IKEA’s travel plan, in order to

prevent gridlock if the development does

go ahead. Among the issues  raised were:

* the increase in traffic and the conse-

quent congestion and pollution; 

* the inadequacy of the parking arrange-

ments which, it was suggested, had been

calculated on inaccurate figures;

* doubts about the suggestion that a large

proportion of people would use public

transport to access the store.   

* the nature and extent of the catchment

area:   there are fears that people would

converge  from a very wide area  –

including Kent, and north of the river –

and would cause massive traffic problems.

The iconic building
Other speakers talked about the design of

the building, which it seemed would be a

massive,   'blue box', which is in stark con-

trast to the existing Sainsbury's building.

Some people urged the Council to delay

making a decision pending an application

to English Heritage by the 20th Century

Society to have the building listed.  

It was argued that this is an exceptional,

iconic structure, short-listed for the Stirling

prize and given several prestigious awards,

and that it should be protected.

The Twentieth Century Society has said

that the current building is Britain’s  “most

innovative retail store.”  It set standards for

sustainability when it was opened in 1999,

and included such innovations as solar

panels, wind turbines, a glass roof  – and

six-metre mounds of earth designed to cut

energy bills.

But the Council said . . .
For the Council, planners supported the

application, claiming that the site was a

“sustainable out-of-town centre location.”

Ikea also claimed that  they

would create 400 jobs, and

that 35% of customers

would use public transport. 

But David Gardner,

(chair of the Charlton Society) questioned

this, saying that  the Croydon store  –

which lies adjacent to a tram line – only

had 28%.

One local resident commented:  “I can't

see many people carrying Billy Bookcases

on a 108 bus.”  Another, a resident of

Greenwich Millennium Village, said:

“Common sense tells me this will be a

nightmare for the area if it goes ahead.

We’re not an out-of-town shopping centre,

we’re a thriving community.”

Both Conservative councillors on the

board opposed the proposal.  Blackheath

Westcombe councillor Geoff Brighty called

the traffic predictions “laughable.”

Members of the Planning Board added

their own comments and then voted: in this

case, the vote was  5 – 2 in favour of

granting IKEA outline planning permis-

sion,  subject to a number of conditions

such as approval of a detailed car parking

management plan, and of traffic analysis

with subsequent changes to traffic manage-

ment as necessary. 

A Greenwich council spokeswoman

said: “This will support the continued

growth of Greenwich Peninsula.”
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Well done Greenwich
Greenwich’s integrated system of health and social

care – which is helping reduce hospital admissions

while making services more responsive to local

people – has scooped Gold in a national award cer-

emony to promote innovation in the public sector.

Royal Greenwich Coordinated Care - developed

by the Royal Borough of Greenwich, NHS

Greenwich CCG, Oxleas NHS Foundation Trust

and the local voluntary sector – has already won

praise from within the care and health sectors, from

Government ministers and from healthcare experts. 

Charlton Lido and Lifestyle Club
The Club, at Hornfair Park, Shooters Hill Road

London SE18 4LX, reopened on March 28th.

Pub closures
Research conducted by CAMRA, the Campaign for

Real Ale, shows that 2 pubs a week were converted

to supermarkets during 2012 and 2013. CAMRA

accuses supermarkets of specifically targeting pubs

for redevelopment, often despite the outcry of local

residents.  CAMRA identified 208 pubs which

have been converted to supermarkets since January

2012. The research also shows that Tesco are by far

the most prolific pub converters.  The latest
casualty: The Swan in Charlton. See page 6.

Shooters Hill proposals
Transport for London has launched a consultation

on proposals to improve the junction of Shooter’s

Hill Road (The A2) , Stratheden Road and Prince

of Wales Road on the northern side of the heath.

TFL’s proposals include installing new cycle

lanes, removing the ‘sheep pen’ in the middle of

Shooter’s Hill Road and making the pedestrian

crossings there straighter.  

Curiously, TfL also propose to put a new island

in the middle of Prince of Wales Road, narrowing

the left filter lane so only cycles will be allowed to

turn into the A2: cars would no longer be able to

turn left.

Naturally, this is opposed by residents living on

the slip road on the south side of Shooter’s Hill

Road: they would have to drive via the Standard or

Blackheath Village to join the A2 towards London.

There are hopes that this idea will be abandoned,

as it would increase traffic flow, but do little if

anything to improve safety.

There is no doubt that improving safety for

pedestrians on this busy road is long overdue.

Local residents will recall an accident in 2002: a

motorcyclist jumped the lights, and knocked down

a pupil of Blackheath High Prep School, who was

returning from school with her mother.  She had to

be taken to hospital by air-ambulance.

Half-time oranges
A recent survey on half-time eating habits carried

out for Jaffa fruit found almost half (45%) of kids

eat crisps, chocolate, sweets or biscuits at half time

during a match.  43% drink fizzy or high sugar

drinks during sports.  Teams in London are being

asked to bring back half-time oranges to kids’

football. Visit www.halftimejaffa.com

Woolwich Road roundabout
In April, TFL is to publish details of new measures

to make the Woolwich Road roundabout (under the

A102 flyover) safer for cyclists and pedestrians. 

It is hoped TFL will also do something to

screen those living near the A102 from noise and

pollution. Income from the adverts erected at the

Sun-in-Sands roundabout could cover the costs.

Hustings on Tuesday May 13th
Candidates from the main  parties have been invit-

ed to take part. Let us know if you are standing as

an independent, so your voice can be heard too!
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Quiz Night Friday April 4th
Main Hall of Mycenae House at 7.30 for

8.00pm  £5.00 entry per person for
Members & £6.00 for Non Members.

Please ring Caroline on 8853 0948 for a
belated chance to join in.

Easter Egg Hunt Sat 19th April
2 - 4pm in Mycenae Gardens.

£2.50 per non-members’ child. 
£2 members. ADULTS go free!

Bar will be open for refreshments.
Squash is provided for the children &
cakes will be on sale. Prizes for best

Easter Bonnet and Basket

Hustings  Tues.  May 13th.
7.30 pm at St George’s, Glenluce Road.

A chance to meet your candidates!

AGM – Friday 16th May 7.30 pm
Elect your  committee, air your views.

All members welcome, light 
refreshments will be served.

Westcombe Society

Outline permission
for IKEA store 

“I can't see many people 
carrying Billy Bookcases

on a 108 bus.”

MAGGIE
GRAVELLE

Support Zoe and RDA in the Marathon!

With deep regret, we announce the
death on March 6th of our News Editor,
Geoff Garvey.  We extend our deepest
sympathies to Diane and the family.

Obituary Page 4.

If Sainsbury’s has its way, this pioneering low energy store is to be demolished just
twelve years after it was opened in 1999 by a very young Jamie Oliver. When it was
opened,  Sainsbury’s Chief Executive, Dino Adrino, heralded the building as “a
watershed in supermarket architecture.”

The Sainsbury’s store was the first British building to achieve an “Excellent”
rating from worldwide sustainability assessor BREEAM. It also won a Royal
Institute of British Architects Journal Sustainability award, and was nominated for
RIBA’s Stirling  Prize for architecture in 2000. Within the first year of trading it
achieved the highest Customer Satisfaction Index (CSI) score of any Sainsbury’s in
the country.   A spokesman for Sainsbury’s said: “Our new store [already under con-
struction] will be fitted with modern sustainable technologies.”

So why  are Sainsbury’s moving on? It seems they have outgrown the building;
their new development half a mile or so to the east is almost three times the size,
and will sell a much larger range of non-food items as well as providing a base for
online shopping.

Do we really want to buy clothes, electrical goods and other consumer durables
when doing our food shop? Sainsbury's seems to think so.  But many of us don't
really think that bigger is better:  the present building with its High CSO score is
quite big enough, thank you .... 

Due for Demolition?
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Jane Warren, of Charlton Park Riding
for the Disabled, writes: Our wonderful

Zoe has been dedicating hours of early

morning training sessions come rain or

shine (but mostly rain so far) in order to

compete in the London Marathon which

takes place on Sunday 13th April.

We’ve set up a Just Giving page at 

http://www.justgiving.com/Run-For-Tom-

2014 and urge you all to give what you

can, and do your best to inspire friends and

family to support Zoe’s marathon feat.

All money raised will go straight to

Charlton Park Riding for the Disabled, a

charity staffed solely by volunteers. It is

one of the last RDA centres in London to

offer free riding lessons to special needs

children. It is a place that is full of love

and laughter and one where our Tom had

some of the best times of his short life,

which is why we continue to support it in

his memory.   Marathon Travel: See p.2.
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Letters to the editor Any views expressed are those of the writers only, and are not
necessarily those of the WN or the Westcombe Society.

HAVE YOU MADE 
YOUR WILL?

Peter Bowyer, Professional
Will Writing Services

(Member of the Society of Will Writers and
the Institute of Professional Will Writers)

Single/Double Wills
Powers of Attorney

Professional Insurance
Home Visits

0800 389 7387
www.londonwills.com

From: Maggie McWhirter
Thank you so much for writing a short feature

on Art Exhibition by Greenwich Open Studio

Group at Discover Greenwich, Old Royal Naval

College in the most recent Westcombe News.

Your support for local artists is very much

appreciated by all of us.

From:  R.G. Marston     Coleraine Road
To: Trevor Allman c/o The WN.
Trevor Allman asks “How would you like to

adopt a fox cub?”  My answer: NOT at all.  Mr

Allman says “... whilst you won’t get an actual

fox,  as much  we’d all like one ...”

On what basis of evidence does he make this

statement? Is there research to  back it?

I bought the Fox Project’s booklet

“Unearthing the Urban Fox” (£4.95 inc post &

packing)  with the sole aim of learning as much

as possible about urban foxes so that I could

effectively do everything possible to keep them

out of my garden, and the paths near the house.

Foxes are fine in the country; the urban fox

is vermin, like rats, and should be culled.

Unfortunately, the Council no longer provides

this service.

From: Trevor Allman    Coleraine Road
May I take the opportunity to reply to Mrs

Marston via the Westcombe News?

Firstly, Mrs Marston is correct. I do not have

any empirical evidence that we would all love to

adopt a fox cub. I suppose I should have written

that any person with an ounce of compassion

would like to assist a defenceless wild animal in

distress and at risk of injury and/or death. 

I trust Mrs Marston is not one of those people.

Mrs Marston wrote - “Foxes are fine in the

country. The urban fox is vermin like rats and

should be culled. Unfortunately the Council no

longer provide this service.”

Less than 200 years ago, the Westcombe

Park area was farm and heath land  – the

“country”, as Mrs Marston refers to it. It is not

foxes that have encroached on man’s urban

sprawl, but man who has invaded fox territory.

Foxes are not “vermin”, a purely subjective

term about certain wild animals, just as “weed”

is subjective about certain plant life. But as far

as state authorities are concerned, neither

DEFRA, nor its previous government counter-

parts, have ever listed foxes as vermin.

Thankfully the London Borough of

Greenwich ended its fox-killing policy when I

was a Councillor (1986-90), and very few, if

any, councils now kill foxes. It was a policy that

was inhumane and a total waste of tax payers’

money, as any vacant territory is merely incor-

porated by another fox into its range of activity.

Needless to say, I don’t expect Mrs Marston

will be voting for me and the Green Party in the

elections on the 22nd May!

From: Christopher Peters               SE3
Mid-afternoon on one Wednesday in February,

south-bound traffic  heading for the Blackwall

Tunnel was backed up nearly to Bow. Why do

not more people use the bus and tube?

Easier said than done. One partial solution

might be an "Express" bus from Bromley  to

North Greenwich. Later, on a Thursday, the

north-bound Tunnel was closed for up to four

hours causing mega delays all round the area

and with a knock-on at the Dartford Crossing.

If there was ever a case for pushing on urgently

with another crossing this is it.

Meanwhile, on the trains,  ill-mannered

passengers continue to dump their feet on the

seats. Some years ago there was a splash of

publicity that staff would travel on the trains to

curb this sort of behaviour.

From: Dave Riddle                     Biggin Hill
[former webmaster of the Society]
I would like to formally thank the Westcombe

Society so much for the extremely generous gift

of the painting of the Greenwich Park

Bandstand. It is really very impressive.

It has taken pride of place on our sun-room

wall, out of direct sunlight I hasten to add!

Could you also please convey my thanks to

the other members of the Main and Planning &

Environment Committees?

Friends of Mycenae
Gardens

Tea time!
Some forty senior citizens attended the

Westcombe Society’s annual Daffodil

Tea, which was much enjoyed by all. 

Tea, delicious sandwiches and cakes

were followed by a quiz organised by J-J,

who later distributed raffle prizes.  Many

thanks to Caroline for helping to organise

things, and to our hostesses – Maureen,

Tessa, Pauline, Joanne, and Patricia.

One of the guests said: “I really look

forward to these teas organised by the

Westcombe Society.  A nice cup of tea, and

a good natter – what more could you

want?”

The Westcombe Society wants to update

its list of those living in the area who

would like invitations to our teas, so

please ring Joanne on 07709571777 if you

would like to be invited in the future if

you are not on the list already.

ABOVE:  
Did you put the 
kettle on yet?

RIGHT: 
“Go easy on the
sandwiches –
leave room for
the cakes!” says
Patricia.

PHOTOS:
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David Hall, outgoing chair of the

Friends of Mycenae Gardens, reports

that excellent progress has been made. 

The entrance to the gardens has been

made more welcoming, with helpful signs,

and thanks to Mycenae House Community

Centre, the Westcombe Society, and

Greenwich Steiner School,  and the Friends

new seats and picnic tables have been

installed. The Council  also provided an

extra weather-proof bench.

We have also confirmed the popularity

of the annual dog show, Canine Capers,

among the dog-owning community of

Greenwich, who last year supported our

event strongly despite atrocious weather

The entrance to the grounds sports a

new weather-proof noticeboard donated by

Wates – the building firm that has been

creating the new John Roan School.

One problem has been, in a way, the

gardens have been victims of their own

success. There were signs that the grass

was beginning to suffer from overuse, and

Greenwich Steiner School tackled these

concerns by moving half the classes on to

the heath for their outdoor activities, thus

halving the wear and tear since September.

This promises to make a significant

contribution to conservation. In addition,

after consultation with the Friends and the

Westcombe Society, the council has laid a

protective mulch over the roots of the

major trees. It has also introduced natural

low-level barriers on the west side of the

gardens to guide users away from the

undergrowth and rough woodland to

reduce disturbance to wildlife.

Talking of which, two bat-walks were

led by Bee Twidale to try to  find clearer

evidence of  bats in the gardens, with one

walking successfully finding two species.

David Hall reports that the Friends might

try putting up some bat roosting  boxes.

And by the way, said David, “Bats are

completely harmless to people and in the

open air are always able to make sure they

avoid getting tangled in people's hair.”

The Virgin London Marathon  on

Sunday April 13th. will inevitably

have an impact on local residents’ travel

arrangements.

It will also affect parking:  if you live

on a road used by the route, you should

ensure that your vehicle  is removed

before 0700 hrs on the Sunday.  That is

when vehicle removals across the whole

route will start, so you have been warned.

Among the roads affected are  Shooters

Hill Road, Woolwich Road, Charlton Way,

Vanbrugh Park, Old Dover Road and St

John’s Park.  As in previous years,  the

three starting points are Charlton Way

(adjacent to the park), St John’s Park and

Shooters Hill road. 

Exit points from Westcombe Park are: 

From 1045 am traffic will be allowed

southwards from Maze Hill across

Charlton Way and into Shooters Hill Road

(westwards.)

Until approximately 0900 hrs, vehicles

will be allowed to cross Trafalgar Road/

Woolwich Road from Vanbrugh Hill and

Blackwall Lane.

Until 0900 hrs, and after approximately

1130 hrs, traffic can  exit  from Kemsing

Road and from there access the A102 (M).

London Marathon  
Road  closures 
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Next: the Mini-Marathon

New Community Centre

Shop for Mental Health

Running for charity

I
t’s a definite trend, whether we like it

or not: first, the Royal Mail. Some of

us thought that it was supposed to be a

public service, but the powers that be

decreed that it was a business, and had to

be privatised. The NHS may be heading in

the same direction ...

Now it’s the turn of local government.

Following new legislation, local govern-

ment is being required to put local services

out to tender with commercial outfits.

Councils are now required to ask for

tenders for managing/opening new

Community Centres: outline plans have

already been received for constructing a

new Community Centre on Batley Park.

Pictured above is the proposed new

Community Centre, which has an uncanny

resemblance to the Serpentine Gallery in

Hyde Park.

Plans have been submitted by the US

company Baltimore Funfactory Inc, (BFI)

which specialises in investments in the

entertainment industry.  

BFI hopes to get away from Morris

Dancing, Bingo and Cricket and popularise

a number of American cultural activities,

such as American Skiffle, and American

Football – they hope to start a new team

called the Blackheath Blackshirts.  

A spokeswoman for BFI, Ms Apryl

Foole-Hardie, says: “Diversifying into

community centers is a new venture for us,

and BFI are proud to be associated with

their majesties the Royal Boro of Green-

wich, England. A real honor!

“Batley Park Community Center is in

an attractive location, and though a few

trees will have to be cut down, we plan to

plant two lovely rhododendron bushes.”

The Royal Borough of Greenwich has

joined forces with the AHOY sail train-

ing centre to offer a  free opportunity for

young people in the borough who want to try

their hand at sailing.

The  AHOY centre is offering free sailing

taster sessions for 15-24 year olds from the

borough during the Easter school holidays.

The sessions will be of particular interest to

any young people in Greenwich considering

signing up to go on a  Tall Ship during the

Tall Ships Regatta, which is coming to

London this summer.

Anyone interested in signing up to the 
sessions should call 020 8293 5355 or email
katy.mcardlecastle@cact.org.uk

MAYDAY! MAYDAY!
Following the success of ‘Creekside Ahoy’,

Art Hub Gallery in Deptford has launched a

second Postcard Exhibition &  charity auction.

Last year almost £2,400 was raised for the

Ahoy Centre in Deptford, and the exhibition

proved popular with artists and visitors. 

This year they are aiming to make the

event even bigger to raise funds and aware-

ness for two local charities, The Ahoy Centre,

and The Deborah Ubee Trust – a Centre for

Emotional Wellbeing founded last year and

based in Greenwich. 

Event organiser Sarah Durham, Art Hub

artist and Westcombe Park resident for 20

years is looking for professional, amateur and

student artists to take part. 

It is free to participate and the closing date

for entries is April 23rd. 

Visit www.arthub.org.uk/home for more
details about the show and how to submit.
‘Mayday! Mayday!’ will take place 2-5 May
at Art Hub Gallery, 5-9 Creekside, Deptford,
London SE8 4SA

A
nnette,  Louisa  and Val have been

tasked with raising £3000 between

them as they run in the London

Marathon – the beneficiary: the 999 club.

The 999 club offers support, comfort,

respite and advice to homeless people in

South London.  With two day centres (one in

Deptford and one in Downham), the 999 club

reaches out to the most isolated, excluded

and lonely people in our society.    People

can walk into the centres,   'no questions'

asked, and are given a warm welcome, com-

pany, clothing and a hot drink and food.  

Other services  include an on-site nurse  to

help with minor health issues and injuries;

advice and counselling services; and advice

on benefits and housing. 

Every winter they open a night shelter to

house people during the coldest weeks of the

year.  To read more about what they do,

please visit www.999club.org.

Said local resident Louisa: “We are really

keen to try and smash that target for such a

deserving cause.  Any donations, no matter

how large or small, will be very welcome and

gratefully appreciated.  We  urge people to

spare a thought for the small, local charities

who are invisible compared with other mas-

sive charitable organisations. The  999 club is

an incredibly worthy cause and we are all

extremely proud to be running for them.” 

The link to the fundraising page is:
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/
999club 

Running in
the London
Marathon
for the 999
charity: 
Annette
Perry,
Louisa Snow
and Val
Kirkman.
Let’s hope
they manage
to keep
smiling!
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AHOY there, me hearties!
Right Place
Right Time
Photographs by Jack Kay

Mycenae House  24 April - 31 May
90 Mycenae Road, Blackheath, SE3 7SE   www.mycenaehouse.co.uk   02088581749

Iconic 70’s and 80’s images from the Express Newspaper’s Award Winning Sports and Celebrity Photographer

Alfred Hitchcock in Covent Garden 1976 on the day his last film ‘Family Plot’ was released. Photographed by Jack Kay
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On Sunday 27th April Greenwich &

Bexley Community Hospice is hosting

its second Mini-Marathon fundraising event.

Two weeks after the London Marathon, the

Mini-Marathon is a fantastic opportunity for

children aged between 7 and 16 to challenge

themselves to a 2.62 mile sponsored run

around Royal Greenwich Park. It is also a

wonderful way for kids to get involved with

fundraising for their local Hospice. 

Registration is £7.50 per child and all run-

ners will receive a special Mini-Marathon

medal at the finish line. The first 250 chil-

dren signing up for the MiniMarathon will

also receive a Frankie & Benny’s *Kids Eat

Free voucher, which is valid for one year.

(*Valid for under 11 year olds only.)

All runners raising over £100 in sponsor-

ship will be entered automatically into our

free prize draw with the chance to win fantas-

tic prizes, including two top price tickets to

see the amazing Charlie & the Chocolate

Factory show at the Theatre Royal,

Waterfront Leisure Centre gym memberships,

and a £75 family meal voucher for Frankie &

Benny’s restaurant in Greenwich.

We are hoping to sign 500 runners up to

this year’s Mini-Marathon and raise £25,000,

which will help us to continue providing our

FREE specialist care to local people living

with life-limiting illnesses, so sign your child

up now!  Visit:www.communityhospice.
org.uk/fundraising-events/163-2014/4659-
mini-marathon & Click on Book Now

The Mental Health Activity Trust was

set up in 2012 in to help and support

people with mental health problems,

providing employment combined with

clinical, practical and emotional support.

The BBC radio presenter Danny Baker

cut the ribbon at the official opening of its

new shop premises in Delacourt Road on

29th March.  This  event was to honour

Mark Katnoria, who sadly died last year.  

But this event was one of  joy rather

than sorrow, and the Blackheath Rock

Choir was there to help launch  the pro-

ceedings, and there were fun activities for

children, too. “The new premises in

Delacourt Road are the Trust’s first shop”

said Toni Hale, the director.  “What we

would like you to do today is reach out and

help someone who is struggling with their

mental health problem – let them know

they have a friend in you!”

Contact: 
MHA Trust Shop/Head Office
15 Delacourt Road, Blackheath SE3 8XA
Tel. 0207 564 3087 Mob: 07786895799
Email: MHATrust@live.co.uk
Web: www.mhatrust.webs.com
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Mycenae House has curated a
unique photographic exhibition by

one of the area’s most colourful and
engaging characters. 

A local resident and long-standing
user of Mycenae House and Gardens,
Jack Kay has become known as a great
bar room orator, sharing stories about
his love affair with sport and the many
personalities he met over the thirty years
as an award winning journalistic pho-
tographer. His most iconic pictures are
shown alongside snapshots of some of his
most interesting stories.

For more than three decades Jack Kay

was an award-winning Fleet Street photog-

rapher.

Yet from the age of eight, Jack wanted

to be a reporter. At 16 he applied to his

local paper, the Lancashire Evening
Telegraph, for the post of Junior Reporter

but was instead offered the job of Junior 

Photographer despite never having taken a

photograph in his life. 

Jack says the Editor was working on the

theory that “a little knowledge is danger-

ous” and he wanted to train young Jack his

way. The Editor had recognised Jack's jour-

nalistic eye for a story. However Jack near-

ly proved them wrong. On an early 

assignment at the Blackburn Town Hall,

the 17 year old arrived to spy the Mayor

wearing his chain and pushing his Rolls

Royce, which had broken down. Jack's

reaction? To put down his cameras and

help the Mayor push. Jack says it was the

rollicking (response) he received back at

the newspaper when he told them which

made sure he “always took advantage of

being in the right place after that!”

When asked how he always seemed to

be in the right place at the right time, Jack

replied, “It's about not being in the wrong

place at the wrong time. If you get one in a

hundred you're lucky.” 

Jack started in Fleet Street covering

Showbiz, then News and finally, from

1979, his first love, Sport – Cricket and

Boxing being his absolute favourites. 

In the early 1970's Jack went to photo-

graph Keith Moon, drummer with The

Who, at his mansion in Surrey. Dressed as

a country gent, the legendary wild man

welcomed Jack with glasses of five star

brandy on a silver tray. After photograph-

ing “Moon the Loon” amongst all the cars

he had wrecked, Keith drove Jack around

the estate in his milk float. 

All the time Jack was matching Keith

drink for drink, until they floated down to

the local pub, sat together at the bar and

the next thing Jack remembers is waking

up at home in Chelsea. Jack's proud to say

they'd both fallen off their stools at exactly

the same time. Just one of many many

colourful stories.

Of all the showbiz stars and sports per-

sonalities that Jack met and photographed

he singles out Muhammad Ali.

“He is the most lovable man in the

world. He could walk into a darkened

room and everything would light up, he 

generated his own electricity. Without

doubt the greatest person I ever met in my

life.”

Looking back on his career, Jack talks

of “the joy of enjoying your work. If you 

enjoy your work, put everything into it and

it will pay you back. I loved my job.”

A long-term resident of Westcombe

Park, Jack is an old friend of Mycenae

House, where he has enjoyed many pints

and chats in the bar, and walks in the

grounds with his dog.  Jack has since

moved down to west Somerset but will be

back at Mycenae for the exhibition and a

pint of London Pride in the bar.

The exhibition at Mycenae House
runs from April 24th to May 31st
2014. Mon – Fri 9.30am – 10.30pm.
Mycenae House, 90 Mycenae Road,
Blackheath, London, SE3 7SE   020
8858 1749 www.mycenaehouse.co.uk
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Learning is fun
St Olave’s is a Prep School in
New Eltham for boys and girls
aged 3-11 years

Tel: 020 8294 8930
www.stolaves.org.uk

! Broad, child-centred curriculum
! Excellent results in the 11+
selection

! Clubs, outings and residential
trips

! Excellent pastoral care
! Small classes
! Specialist staff for PE, IT, Music,
French and Drama

! Sibling fee reduction
! Before and after school care

COLIN FANCY reports
on a new exhibition of 

photographs by Jack Kay
in Mycenae House.

Right Place, Right Time
An exhibition of iconic 70s & 80s images by Jack Kay, Express Newspaper’s award 
winning sports and celebrity photographer – and former Westcombe Park resident.

Geoff Garvey, a reporter I enjoyed

working with for several years on the

Sunday Mirror, has died aged 70.

Enjoyed? Yes, because Geoff's face was

almost always wreathed in a big smile

unless, of course, he was arguing about

why his story had not got the prominence it

so obviously deserved.

He was a passionate, hard-working

reporter who lived to break news stories

and, over the years, broke many of them.

For 30 years, he ran one of Britain's

most successful freelance operations, the

Ferrari Press Agency, now based in Sidcup,

Kent, while maintaining his Sunday Mirror

casual shift every Saturday.

He was chief crime correspondent on

the London Evening Standard for much of

the 1990s, and was responsible for break-

ing the story about a former director of

public prosecutions being arrested for

kerb-crawling.

Geoff was a mentor to many keen

young reporters. They found his training

invaluable – the reason that so many went

on to obtain staff jobs.

He normally worked with just one or

two young trainees, encouraging them to

learn their trade covering court cases, tri-

bunals and the crime beat.

Colleagues recall that among Geoff's

greatest assets were his optimism and per-

sistence, traits traceable to his childhood. 

Raised by his mother in Chatham, he

secured a place in 1959 at Sir Joseph

Williamson's Mathematical School, a

grammar school for boys known as the

Rochester Maths School.

Described as a shy and quiet boy at

school, friends were surprised when, aged

16, he was offered a trainee reporter's post

on the Chatham News.

The paper would not accept him until he

turned 17 so he took a six-month job with

British Rail as a clerk in a Gravesend

goods depot.

While at the Chatham News, he dabbled

with music management by setting up a

talent night at the Rochester Casino

Rooms. One night a friend turned up with

his band,  hoping to persuade Geoff to

manage them.

But he pulled the plug on them halfway

through their first number. “Sorry,” he

explained to the friend, “you were awful.

And if I were you, I'd get rid of that

singer.” The singer, so it is said, was David

Bowie.

After completing his indentures, Geoff

had his first spell at Ferrari Press Agency,

known ever since as Ferrari of Dartford,

and run by Lino "Dan" Ferrari (the news

editor of the Daily Mirror in its golden

era).

After a spell at the Kensington Post,
Geoff joined the Press Association as a

reporter. And in 1969, he was offered the

opportunity to buy the Ferrari agency. It

brought him huge success and satisfaction

in the following decades. 

In 1990, Geoff took what he called a

"proper" job by accepting an offer to be the

Standard's chief crime correspondent. He

relished having a byline on his stories at

last. But in the mid-1990s, after being

diagnosed  with a heart condition,  he

reluctantly resigned.

He returned to freelancing and made

contact with the Australian magazine

Woman's Day, which hired him to read

through the first editions of the British

national papers each night.

His contact in Sydney was Diane

Blackwell and, after flying to Sydney to

visit the magazine, he fell in love with her.

They married in 1997.

Geoff's health deteriorated in 2012.

Despite lengthy spells in hospital he 

ensured that his mobile phone and contacts

book remained by his side.

He died at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital

in Woolwich on 6th March. He is survived

by his wife Diane, children Antony and

Sue, and four grandchildren. 

Roy Greenslade
Many thanks to Geoff's Ferrari Agency
colleagues for providing this material.
This obituary first appeared on 
www.theguardian.com/media/
Neville Grant adds:  

As editor of the Westcombe News,   I
really valued Geoff both as a friend and
colleague (he was the News Editor of this
paper.)  I could always count on him for
good advice and support, and he got me
out of trouble a couple of times . . . 

In spite of his health issues in recent
months, he remained fully engaged, with
a restless curiosity about everything imag-
inable. And only a few days before he
died, he turned in a long article – to
appear in the May issue of the WN –
describing how he reinvented himself  in
a new career as a brilliant tour guide,
sharing his love of travel, and fascination
with foreign places, with very lucky
groups of tourists, all over Europe.

We shall all miss him greatly here in
Westcombe Park. We extend our deepest
sympathies to Diane and all the family.

Geoff Garvey   1943 – 2014
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Westcombe News April 2014 5

CANCER RESEARCH LUNCH
Thursday 3rd. April at The Clarendon Hotel,

Montpelier Row, Blackheath SE3 0RW

To book lunches call Wendy Templeman on 020

8265 0335 by Monday 3rd March  Cost £8.50.

BLACKHEATH HIGH host their first Car Boot Sale

on Sunday 27th April from 9.30am to midday at

Mycenae Road.  Admission £2 for adults, children

FREE. Food, refreshments and FREE craft activities

for children also provided; all profits go to the school. 

BLACKHEATH SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY
Mycenae House,  90 Mycenae Road. Meetings begin

at 7.45pm. April  11th  Firefighting in Tall
Buildings  Mr Adam Carter, London Fire Brigade
INDUSTRIAL HISTORY SOCIETY
15th April. Julian Kingston. Build the Lennox 
Meeting at The Old Bakehouse, Bennett Park, SE3,

Please use the car park behind the station.  Meetings

start at 7.30 and non members are charged £1.

BLACKHEATH BRIDGE CLUB duplicate sessions

in Mycenae House Mon. & Thurs. 7.15 pm & on Wed.

at 1.15  Tel. 8851 2609 

WESTCOMBE WRITERS’ CIRCLE 1st. Thursday

each month, 2.30-4.30 at Mycenae House.  Ring Joan

Rosemary Gill on 8858 5088

BLACKHEATH FLOWER CLUB Third Friday of

every month at 1.45 pm at Mycenae House                                                                             

BLACKHEATH & GREENWICH WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE: First Wednesday of every month at

7.30 pm at Sunfields Methodist Church, Old Dover

Road,  SE3 8SJ eileenflanagan194@btinternet.com

GREENWICH MERIDIAN CHOIR  Interested in

joining  as a regular member? Rehearsals  Thursday

evenings during term time, contact Jean Valsler on
0208 8527548 or email brookjean@btinternet.com  
GREENWICH & BEXLEY COMMUNITY 
HOSPICE:  MINI-MARATHON for 7 - 16 year

olds – Sunday, 27th April starting at 10am from the

bandstand at the top of Greenwich Park

LIVE JAZZ AT MYCENAE HOUSE
Candlelit jazz, special guest on the second Friday each

month. Bar & Food available. 8pm. £10/ £8

ENGLISH FOLK MUSIC 9.00 pm every Tuesday
at the Lord Hood pub, Creek Road; jazz Thursdays

GLOBAL FUSION MUSIC & ARTS Free work-
shops Fortnightly Tuesday & Friday evenings 7.30 -

8.30 at Mascalls Meeting Rooms off Victoria Way

Charlton SE7 7TT: Tai Chi. Singing, Drumming,

Writers’ Group, African Dance  Info: 020 8858 9497

PUB QUIZZES
“The best pub quiz in Greenwich” every Monday at

8.30 pm at the Vanbrugh, Colomb Street. Entry £2.00

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM
War Artists at Sea   Until February 2015
From April 16th:  GUIDING LIGHTS: marking
the 500th anniversary of Trinity House
BLACKHEATH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS
SOCIETY, St Mary’s Church Hall, Cresswell Park,

Blackheath  4th Thursday of every month, 2.00 for

2.30. Next meeting:  24th April  Elizabeth
Rumbelow: Diaghilev's Ballet Russe, a Synthesis of
Excellence? Non-members £5 on the door.

www.artsinblackheath.org.uk or ring 83187550 

MADE IN GREENWICH GALLERY
April 2nd: Graham Fawcett brings Ovid to life 
www.madeingreenwich.co.uk

BLACKHEATH HALLS Tel 020 8463 0100
Fri. April 25th 8.00 pm HEIDI TALBOT from
Co Kildare  sings with instrumentalist John
McCusker & guitarist Ian Carr  £17|£15 concs.
BLACKHEATH SUNDAYS
Next concert:  Sun 27th April 11.00 am Recital
room: Gonzalo Acosta  violin & Caroline Jaya-
Ratnam piano play Mozart, Debussy, Bartok,
Beethoven etc. Tickets: £14 | £12 concs.
Lunchtime Recital:  Mon 14th April  1.10 pm
Recital room  Matthew Schellhorn piano plays
Ian Wilson: Stations
ST ALFEGE’S
Every Thursday Trinity Laban recital 1.05 pm

coMMunitY

tHeAtre & operAArts

EAST GREENWICH PLEASAUNCE
ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT run by The

Friends of East Greenwich and the Bridge Community

Centre  on Sunday 6th April 3.30 - 5.30.  

Meet at the Bridge in the top right hand corner of the

park which has entrances in Chevening Road and

Halstow Road, Greenwich SE10 0LB. 

For £2 per child each child gets an Easter Egg whilst

stocks last. There will be two hunts one for under 5s

and one for over 5s. Plus Avant Gardening will be

running a workshop and a photographer in the Bridge

is doing portrait sessions. There will be tea and coffee,

a lovely cake stall and of course the café will be open.

See the website www.fegp.org or 
www.thebridgegreenwich.co.uk
GREENWICH THEATRE Crooms Hill,
Greenwich  Box office:  020 8858 7755.
7th-9th April 11.00am & 3.00pm KIDNAPPED  6+
12th - 13th April varied times  DINOSAUR ZOO
Sun 13th 4.30 pm PIRATE GRAN
BLACKHEATH HALLS 8463 0100
Sat 26th April  3.00 pm  ALICE & THE WHITE
RABBIT  Rehearsal  Room  £7.00 
SE LONDON DADS GROUP DADS ALERT:
Regular stay-and-play for dads and children under
five @ Sherington Children's Centre, 14
Sherington Road every Wednesday from 9:30 -
11:30am.  Contact:  www.SELondonDads.org.uk or
email: info@selondondads.org.uk    
WOODLANDS FARM TRUST, Shooter’s Hill
Sun 6th April All are welcome to our Lambing Day

from 11am-4.30pm. See our new-born lambs, and

enjoy the chance to buy quality local produce.  Relax

in our café, enjoy the treasure hunt or get involved in

craft activities. Entry £1   50p for children

EASTER AT WOODLANDS FARM
Booking is essential, to book call 020 8319 8900.
Wednesday 9th April – Make a willow snail

11am and 2pm  £2 per child Weave your own willow

snail to take home to sit in your garden. .

Thursday 10th April   - Guided Farm Tours
11am and  2pm  Free    Meet our new born lambs and

there will be a chance to stroke our chickens and get

up close to our guinea pigs Leah and Tandi. 

Friday 11th April – The Woodlands Farm Easter
Egg Hunt 10.00 am-2.00 pm  £1 Find all the eggs

hidden around the farm.  Find them all & you will get

your own chocolate egg to take home.  This is a drop

in activity so pop in anytime between 10am-2pm. 

THE GEOFFREY WHITWORTH THEATRE
Beech Walk, Crayford, DA1 4NP 01322 526390
bookings@the gwt.org.uk
THE LION,  THE WITCH & THE WARDROBE
Thurs 10th - Sat 12th April

cHildren & FAMilY

Music and dAnce

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Check Out Our NEW Website:  wristworthheating.weebly.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

locAl councillors

Labour: 
Cllr. Alex Grant Tel.  8855 7292  E-

mail Alex.grant@greenwich.gov.uk   

Surgeries: 1st. Friday of each month,

7.00 - 8.00 pm, Mycenae  House,  3rd.

Sat.of each month, 3.30-4.30 pm,  St

James Church Hall, Kidbrooke Pk Rd.

Conservative:   
Cllr. Geoff Brighty Tel.  8921 5663

(Town Hall) or 8858 9731 (Home)

geoffrey.brighty@ greenwich.gov.uk 

Cllr. Alex Wilson Tel. 07783 611607

alex.wilson@ greenwich.gov.uk   

Surgery: 1st Mon. of the month 6 -

7.00 pm Blackheath Library, Old Dover

Road. 
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Printing in Blackheath 
since 1978

From your ideas or Artwork
we can print at a 
reasonable cost:
• Business cards 

• Invoices • Letterheads 
• Books • Brochures  

• Forms • Invites 
• Wedding StationAry

1a Lizban s t
b lackheath, London  s e 3 8s s

t el: 020 8853 2268
e mail: dave@trojanpress.co.uk

www.trojanpress.com

Easter Egg Hunt Sat 19th April
Hustings  Tues.  May 13th.7.30 pm at St George’s,

Glenluce Road  A chance to meet your candidates!

AGM – Friday 16th May 7.30 pm Mycenae House

Summer Picnic – Saturday 12th July,

Macmillan World’s Biggest Coffee Morning
Friday 26th Sept. 10.00am to 2.00pm main hall

Children’s Nearly New Sale Saturday 27th Sept.
Members’ Evening – Saturday 11th October – 
Chrysanthemum Tea Saturday 25th October
Quiz Friday 7th November – evening, main hall

This  proposed calendar of events is
dependent upon helpers.  Please ring  Joanne 
on 07709 571777 if you would like to help out 

on any of these events!

tHe WestcoMBe societY

THE GREENWICH THEATRE Crooms Hill,
Greenwich, London SE10 8ES 020 8858 7755
MOMO  Tue 1 - Sat 5 April Musical version of

Michael Ende's fantasy novel is a thrilling fusion of

dazzling songs, puppetry and storytelling.

CONNECTIONS Mon 14th - Wed 16th April and
12th - 14th May 6.00 & 8.00pm  Each year the

National Theatre invites ten writers to create new

plays for young people to perform.

CELL Thurs 17th - Sat 19th April  Puppetry is

used to explore a physically degenerative disease.

AVENUE Q  Wed 23rd April - Sun 11th May A

laugh-out-loud musical by SellaDoor company

THE SPACE  269 Westferry Road London E14
3RS  0207 515 7799 / www.space.org.uk
Nearest stn: Mudchute (DLR) Buses: D3, D7, 135 
HAMLYN  22nd April - 9th May, 7:30pm £14/£10

In the search for the truth, who do you trust?

A beautiful city glitters ... but at night the rats emerge.

A powerful man is accused of an amoral relationship

with a young boy from a disadvantaged family. 

THE GEOFFREY WHITWORTH THEATRE
Beech Walk, Crayford, DA1 4NP 01322 526390
bookings@the gwt.org.uk
THE LION,  THE WITCH & THE WARDROBE
Thurs 10th - Sat 12th April
THE CEMETERY CLUB by Ivan Menchell
Sat 3rd - Sat 10th May  “Funny, wise and witty”

LONDON THEATRE 443 New Cross Road, Outer
London, Greater London SE14 6TA (Near New
Cross Station)  Opens April 8th: PACKAGE DEAL
GUNSHOTS INCLUDED:  Side-splitting farce
involving a holdup at a travel agency

THE THOMAS TALLIS SOCIETY invites you to a

performance of: John Tavener – Svyati for choir and

solo celloPoulenc – Mass in GMacmillan – Tenebrae

Responsaries  On Sunday 6 April at 7.30pm 

St Alfege Church, Greenwich  Tickets £12, £10

www.ticketsource.co.uk/ttstav 

BLACKHEATH HALLS:
Tues. 15th April  2.00 - 4.30 pm   £5.00
TEA DANCE (& light refreshments)    Come and
spend a magical afternoon in the friendly atmos-
phere of a Blackheath Halls tea dance where you
get the chance to dance in our majestic Great Hall.
BOROUGH HALL, ROYAL HILL, SE10 8RE
020 8293 9741 / info@greenwichdance.org.uk
The beautiful 1930s Art Deco Borough Hall is the
perfect setting for a vintage afternoon of social
dancing. Sat 26th. April 2.00 - 4.30pm  £8 |£6 concs
CANCER RESEARCH  keep fit & in shape plus
Line Dancing at Kingswood Hall, Kingswood
Place, off Dacre Park SE13 Donation £5.00 for
Cancer Research Every Wed. 10.00 - 12 noon

teA dAnces

AGE EXCHANGE
BOOK SALES: Second Saturday of every month

(except August & December) 10.00 am - 4.00 pm.

LUNCHTIME CONCERTS on the last Saturday

of every month by Trinity Laban students. Free,

but there is a retiring collection in aid of Age

Exchange & Blackheath Village  Library. Next

concert:  Wed 20th April 1.00 -  2.00 pm 

CHILDREN OF THE GREAT WAR
In association with  Greenwich & Bexley

Community Hospice. Visit Bostall Hill, Abbey

Wood for its  public Open Day on Wednesday, 9

April 11am -  4pm for this London-wide reminis-

cence and creative arts project.

Members of the public are invited to share their

family stories, passed down through generations.

To find out more about the project, please visit
www.age-exchange.org.uk. 

sport

Tues 8th April FOOTBALL  Charlton Athletic

versus Yeovil  7.45 at the Valley

Sat 19th April  FOOTBALL: Charlton vs Bolton

at the Valley

Sat 26th April FOOTBALL: Charlton Athletic

versus Blackburn  at the Valley

Sat 26th. April RUGBY Blackheath RFC versus

Doncaster Rectory Field

WorsHip

Every Sunday 11am Parish Communion with

Children's Church

Sunday 13th April is Palm Sunday 

Thursday 17th Maundy Thursday - 7.00pm Re-

enactment of the Last Supper

Friday 18th Good Friday - 12 noon - 1pm

Church open for quiet reflection

1.00 pm   People of the Passion

2.15pm    Good Friday for All

Sunday 20th Easter Day Everyone is welcome to

come and join us as we celebrate the resurrection

of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

BLACKHEATH
ROCK CHOIR meets

every Thursday in term

time  at 8.00 pm at The

United Reform Church,

112, Bramshot Avenue,

Charlton, SE7 7HX.

All welcome. Come
along for a free taster
session!

OFSTED: OUTSTANDING IN ALL AREAS
T. 020 8293 1331
E. secretary@pointers-school.co.uk
W. www.pointers-school.co.uk

  First class examination results 
 Organic food
  Breakfast club and after school care 
(8am–6pm)

 Christian Evangelical in ethos
  Numerous extra-curricular clubs  
(Archery to Horse Riding)

 Large variety of outdoor and PE activities
  The Brazilian Kickers – teaching football  
the Brazilian way

  Holiday Club (Christmas, Easter,  
Summer and half-term)

The Pointer School
(Blackheath)
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Westcombe residents know that trains

from their local station pass through

Abbey Wood en route to Dartford.  177

and 180 buses also serve that town.

However the most useful link of all is

hidden underground in the form of the

Southern Outfall sewer which conveys

Westcombe waste to the Thames Water

Sewage Treatment works at Crossness,

Abbey Wood.  

Let us wind the clock back to 1850. The

usual means of disposal for human waste

was by means of a cess pit in the yard or

cellar where the waste was simply stored

until carted away by ‘night soil’ men. 

Human and horse waste in the streets

mixed with rainwater and found its way

into London’s rivers. In the case of SE

London the Ravensbourne, Quaggy, and

Peck rivers became polluted before they

discharged into the Thames. 

As the population of London increased

so did the quantity of waste. During the

1851 Great Exhibition for the first time

many visitors were able to ‘test drive’ one

of the flush toilets set up in Hyde

Park. 

These ‘water closets’ were

instantly popular and sanitary

merchants, including Thomas Crapper,

became wealthy in satisfying the new

demand. However,  the effect was an

enormous increase in the quantity of 

liquid waste for disposal.

In 1858 during a particularly hot sum-

mer the smell of waste products, dubbed

‘The Great Stink’, coming from the

Thames outside the Houses of Parliament

drove MPs to declare that Something Must

Be Done. Parliament voted to raise £3mil-

lion to pay for a comprehensive sewage

scheme by an increase in rates.

Enter our hero in the form of Joseph

William Bazalgette, Victorian engineer and

contemporary of Marc Brunel. Bazalgette

set to work to design and install a sewage

system to take the sewage downstream to

the remote rural area of Crossness where it

was discharged untreated into the Thames.

His scheme included the construction of

large diameter pipes parallel to London’s

river to intercept the small tributary rivers

before they ran into the Thames. Millions

of bricks and seven years later the sewage

system was complete. 

The problem of ‘The Great Stink’ was

solved by moving the polluted waste 

downstream from London. 

The completion of Bazalgette’s plan had

another beneficial effect in keeping drink-

ing water apart from waste matter. 22000

Londoners had died of cholera between

1831 and 1849, but once the

sewage scheme was introduced

the quality of drinking water

improved and cholera was 

overcome.

Opened in 1865, the Crossness works

included four enormous steam-powered

pumps to allow sewage to be taken out to

sea on the receding tide. Some years later

sludge boats were introduced to take the

semi-solid waste for dumping at sea off

Foulness Island in Essex, but this was out-

lawed by an EU directive in the 1990s.

The buildings were designed to be orna-

mental as well as functional. The interior

was decorated with wrought and cast iron

of the highest intricacy and quality.

The original function of the Victorian

sewage works came to an end in the 1950s

to be replaced by more advanced treatment

methods on the adjacent modern site.

Luckily for us the original Victorian

sewage works still exist and many of the

original features are intact, having been

lovingly restored by volunteers.  

The restored ‘Prince Consort’ beam

engine is one of the largest of its type still

surviving in the world and on Open Days it

is fired up. Visitors can experience the

power of the huge machines and learn

more of how Crossness played a key part

in sewage disposal for the whole of South

London. 

No, not the Royal Albert Hall!
Roger Taylor is a  trustee of the 

Crossness Engines Trust.

Visiting days in 2014 are as follows:
Sunday 6 April with local history fair
Sunday 22 June with model engineering
Sunday 27 July transport theme
Sunday 31 August local history
Sunday 12 October local history
Admission times are 1030 – 1600. Adults
£6, 5-16’s £2 , under fives free. 
Cash or cheque only, sorry no cards
accepted.
No booking required. Flat shoes and
trousers recommended.
Facilities: refreshments, shop, large free
car park.

How to get there
Address: Thames Water, Belvedere Road,
Abbey Wood SE2 9AQ. By car we suggest
you approach on Bostall Hill heading away
from Plumstead. Brown direction signs
may be found from the junction of Bostall
Hill and Knee Hill. 

The walk from Abbey Wood station takes
50 minutes. The nearest bus stop on the
177 route is Newacres Library and from
there the walk is 30 minutes.

Few visitors fail to be impressed by the
exuberant cast iron decoration of the
‘Cathedral on the Marsh’ and the giant
size of the beam engines. We look forward
to seeing you. Prepare to be amazed!

For more information visit 
www.crossness.org.uk 
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The hidden work of art – on our doorstep

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL and 
CORPORATE FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Investments - Pensions - Estate Planning
2 Charlton Road. Blackheath Standard
London   SE3 7EX (T) 020 3417 9760

email:  enquiries@gswealth.co.uk
website:  www.gswealth.co.uk.

HELPING  YOU PLAN YOUR  FUTURE
Grant Saw Wealth Management Ltd. is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

Grant Saw Wealth Management Limited

ROGER
TAYLOR

Westcombe park  dental  practice
Treatments Available

Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants

Invisalign

Smile Makeovers

Tooth Colouring Fillings

Anti-Wrinkle Treatments & Dermal Fillings

13 Station Crescent, 
Westcombe Park, London SE3 7EQ    Tel. 0208 853 3304 Fax: 0208 858 1784

Westcombe Park 

13 Station Crescent, Westcombe 

Park, London SE3 7EQ

Tel. 0844 375 6996

Fax. 0208 858 1784 

Treatments Available

Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants

Invisalign

Smile Makeovers

Tooth Coloured Fillings

Anti-wrinkle Treatments and Dermal Fillers

Located next to Westcombe Park Train Station

Children’s 
Opera

For the second year running Blackheath

Halls will be staging a children’s

opera, this time in April 2014. This year

Benjamin Britten’s The Little Sweep has

been chosen.

Come along and watch this exciting

production featuring local children and

adults  performing alongside professional

opera singers.   The performances are

suitable for all the family.

A member of the audience commented

on last year’s children’s opera: “An

absolutely fantastic performance, bringing

opera to everyone.”

Please contact Rose Ballantyne  at

r.ballantyne@trinitylaban.ac.uk for how to

get involved in similar projects.

This project is generously supported by
The Hearn Foundation
£10, £5 (for under 12s) Great Hall 
Sat. April 12th 2.00 & 6.00 pm 
Sun. April 13th 2.00 & 6.00 pm.

Twenty years ago this month, the first

people came through the Hospice

doors to use the Day Hospice; they were

greeted by the smiling co-founders, Pat

Jeavons and Don Sturrock (pictured centre

below) and their brand new team. 

Pat and Don as well as all the other

amazing people involved in those early

days would be very proud of how the

Hospice has grown over time to become

the vital service it is. Three of the people

shown in the photograph are still playing

an important part in delivering the best

possible care and support to Hospice

patients and their families.

Maria Ford, Lyn Williams and Carla

Rattigan still carry on the tradition of care

established by Pat and Don. 

Carla said, “The Hospice has changed a

great deal in the time that I have been

here, but the ethos of care and compassion

that Pat and Don had in the early days

continues to be shown by both staff and

volunteers today. It is a privilege to have

been involved in the care of so many local

people.”

The Hospice relies on community support.
You can donate online using your
credit/debit card. Make your donation
quickly and securely at justgiving.com
Or Post a cheque or postal order to:
Greenwich & Bexley Community Hospice
FREEPOST LON15994 London SE2 0BR

20 years of  
patient care

Greenwich and Bexley Community
Hospice celebrate their twentieth

year

The White Swan pub in Charlton

Village has been put up for disposal,

suitable for alternative use, by Punch

Taverns. Punch is the pub company which

has recently taken to leasing pubs directly

to Tesco for conversion to supermarkets.

A group of people are hoping to buy the

White Swan for the Charlton community

by raising money through a Community

Share offer and preserving the pub for

future generations, and turning it into a

pub fit for 21st century purpose.

Charlton Society recently applied to

Greenwich for the pub to be listed as an

Asset of Community Value. Until this is

granted in five weeks or so,  the pub is

vulnerable to being bought by a developer

and converted to alternative use. 

Assuming the worst will not happen,

once ACV status is granted there will be

an opportunity for the local community to

develop the business case and raise the

finance needed to make a realistic com-

mercial offer to buy the pub.

Anyone interested should contact
Mark Dodds on  mdodds58@gmail.com

Save our pub!
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Planning applications can be
viewed in the library,  or at the
Woolwich Library on the lower
ground floor of the Woolwich
Centre, 35 Wellington St. They
may also be viewed on www. green-
wich.gov.uk/planning

ENVIRONMENT
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Musical chairs on  
Blackheath

CHRISTOPHER PETERS presents this handy summary of the SE train 
services from January 2015 for all those who still feel confused.

SE Train Services changes in 2015
This is an edited version of the

Southeastern website info dated 18

October 2013. Please check again as the

critical times approach: there is still  time

for changes . . .  

The Thameslink Programme includes

the complete redevelopment and upgrading

of London Bridge station and improve-

ments to track and signalling around the

station.  This will affect services on the

Greenwich line including Greenwich,

Deptford, Maze Hill and Westcombe Park,

as well as services from New Cross and

St Johns. 

This means from January 2015 trains on

the Greenwich line are unable to continue

on to Charing Cross and Waterloo East,

and will go to Cannon Street instead. 

For all passengers from January 2015:

*  for nearly 20 months, services to 

Waterloo East and Charing Cross will 

not stop at London Bridge. Cannon 

Street services will, but currently cease 

earlier than the CX services, and there 

will be none on Sundays.

From January  2015 onwards,

Greenwich line passengers are affected as

follows:

*  Charing Cross services will be diverted 

to Cannon Street (change at London 

Bridge for CX)

From January 2015 onwards, passengers

from New Cross and St Johns will be

affected as follows:

*   Waterloo East and Charing Cross 

services will not stop at New Cross 

and St Johns

For all passengers from August 2016:

*   for 16 months no Cannon Street trains 

will stop at London Bridge

SETrains say that they  realise these

changes are disruptive, and are trying to

reduce the impact by sharing alternative

travel options in advance. 

The alternatives include using the DLR,

London Underground (Jubilee line) and

buses. Ticket acceptance on different types

of transport or different routes for all serv-

ices:  guidance on this will be provided

from early 2014. 

Don't forget you can keep up to date by
signing up for email updates on the
Southeastern  website or by following on
@TLProgramme.

Responses from the Westcombe Society
and the Greenwich Line Users Group
(GLUG) can be found on the Westcombe
Society  website

Woodlands
Farm

Christopher’s Column
Line and field 

Pattern is everywhere say 

the latest style magazines –

and it certainly is in these parts. 

Having eschewed authentically-retro

fabric and wallpaper (think Festival of

Britain) on cost grounds, I decorated out my

new den-cum-office in non-matching patterns

and colours (from charity shops). This 'look',

it seems, is highly fashionable. Many of the

patterns are abstract and some have floral

motifs – sari 'silk' all paisley & leaves –

and some just stripes. 

It works, to my mind (and eye), because I

have tweaked the proportion of one pattern

against another, and taken care with which

colours sit together

The same considerations apply when

planting even the smallest garden – consider

the balance of repetition and pattern, and

your patch will work. Our eyes and brain

seek out patterns – even where there are

none – and find them soothing. 

The 'spotty' effect is typical of gardens

with one of everything  – a ‘riot of colour’

if you will (plantaholics prone to random

shopping, take note). 

We need a mix of plants to attract bees

birds and butterflies, but there should always

be a foundation of strong shapes and colours

to offset the rest.

In the canalside gardens of the 2012

Olympic site – now open again – the design

team used block or mass planting ('line') and

mixed meadow-type planting ('field') within

the same areas. Each was carefully propor-

tioned, using repetition and contrast to create

subtle effects – in the ‘field’ areas, I recall

they calculated how many plants they needed

and then planted fairly randomly once the

mix was right. 

On a domestic scale, you can mix lots of

different plants together provided you have

enough neutrals or repetition to balance them

out. Blocks of paving and lawns act as a foil

or a ‘frame’ to the floral tapestry – and a

group of  similar pots will give you a strong

graphic shape. (I’m saving up for the  wall-

paper…)

For more thought provoking ideas about

the interplay of pattern and form, visit the

exhibition 'Fashion & Gardens' at

the Garden Museum on the 

South Bank till April 27th.

Christopher Raven

It seems that residents of areas near

Blackheath will be regaled with music

this summer.  Lewisham Council has

agreed to two large 2-day music festivals

on the heath, the Jimmy Mizen Foundation

Good Hope Festival (GHF), and a com-

mercial event called OnBlackheath.

Both applications were scrutinised by

the Blackheath Joint Working Party (BJWP)

who look at the likely effect on local resi-

dents and the fabric of the heath which,

along with the Park, is a Site of Metrop-

olitan Importance for Nature Conservation

because of its rare acid grassland. 

The two events are much longer than

other large events on the heath, so the

BJWP recommended that only one event

be held in 2014.  They chose the Jimmy

Mizen Foundation because of their excel-

lent presentation showing detailed plans

and a willingness to work with the BJWP

to adapt their plans to mitigate concerns

about noise, road closures and damage to

the fabric of the heath.  

OnBlackheath’s presentation seemed to

be the same sketchy plan produced for

their first application two years ago which

caused huge concern at the time.

Lewisham officers, however, have over-

turned the BJWP recommendation, arguing

that both these events will fit with their

duty to provide a variety of good value

events for their citizens. Lewisham have

promised to work with the BJWP and

Greenwich Council to ensure that nuisance

to residents and risk to the fabric of the

heath is kept to a minimum. 

Conditions have been set to help protect

rare acid grassland: numbers attending

each day will be limited to 15,000, noise

will be limited to 70db, (5 db above the

official recommendation for outdoor con-

certs in urban areas), and events will finish

at 10.00pm.  (The Good Hope festival is

already committed to a 9.00pm finish).

Environmental officers from both Councils

will monitor noise levels closely. 

Both organisations have licences in per-

petuity.  The GHF licence was recently

awarded despite requests from Greenwich

residents, Councillors and Officers for a

reduced noise level. The next stage is for

organisations to submit Event Management

Plans covering safety, traffic and crowd

management plans, at least three months

before the planned event, to be scrutinised

by bodies such as the emergency services

and TfL who have the power to pull the

plug if they are not satisfied. 

Lewisham has made it clear it regards

these festivals as test events, and promise a

thorough review in the autumn before any

further similar events are approved.  The

Westcombe Society, through BJWP, will be

contributing to that review.   

All residents are invited to submit their
comments on these events to their local
Councillors or local amenity society.

A & A LANDSCAPES
Landscape Specialists

Free advice &           Qualified 
estimates horticulturalist

All aspects of soft & hard landscaping
work carried out including

* Maintenance  *Site clearance
* Turfing  * Tree surgery

* Fencing   * Patios  
* Brickwork

Tel. 020 8318 2530

What is the BJWP?

The BJWP is a consultative body concerned
with all aspects of the Heath including

Events.The BJWP includes representatives
of the Westcombe, Blackheath and

Greenwich Societies, Blackheath Traders,
Councillors from Wards bordering the heath

and the teams responsible for Parks and
Open Spaces in both Greenwich and

Lewisham.  BJWP discussions have led to
the installation of bunds – raised earth 

barriers to stop parking on verges,
widely admired for the wildflowers planted 

on them; and a wider appreciation 
of the natural habitats of the heath, 

and its uncommon heathland 
flora and fauna. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
(See http//www.westcombesociety.org/

47 DINSDALE ROAD  ref 14/0504/F
Construct roof extension to rear addition

Rear of 167 WESTCOMBE HILL ref
14/0529/F   Construct garage fronting

Siebert Road

TREE WORKS
6 VANBRUGH PARK ROAD WEST  

ref 14/0519/TC
Remove lower branches of silver maple and

2 lime trees. Prune back sycamore

33 MYCENAE ROAD  ref 14/0525/TC
Thin lime tree 10% and lift crown 6m

1 HIGHMORE ROAD  ref 14/0645/TC
Reshape plum in rear garden

TUDOR GRANGE, 112-114 WESTCOMBE
PARK ROAD  ref 14/0648/TC

Repollard robinia and 2 sycamores at rear

60 RUTHIN ROAD  ref 14/0612/TC
Works to ash tree

In March, Woodlands Farm, Shooters

Hill, opened a new education centre.

The 89-acre Farm has provided education

and conservation resources since 1996. 

The education unit at the farm provided

for visits from 4,000 school pupils last

year,  in addition to providing a thriving

toddler group and adult education in sub-

jects such as making hedgerow liqueurs,

hedge-laying and bee keeping.

The building for the new education cen-

tre is pre-fabricated and cost £130,000 in

total. The principal funders were Natural

England, the Government Agency for

Conservation and Wildlife Education, and

other sources. The Project Manager at

Woodlands Farm, David Jones, said “The

new building will enable us to offer a wide

range of experiences in conservation and

farming for the local community.”

EMILY NORTON
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MARKET PLACE please send ads for the Market place with pay-

ment by the 10th day of the preceding month to: 

Marilyn little, 163, Westcombe Hill,   se3 7dp 

020 8853 1312 marilyn.little@btinternet.com

ALL classified adverts 30p per word.  Please make cheques

payable to The Westcombe Society

need Help WitH Your coMputer? Local tech-
nician provides home technical support & tuition. No
job too small, all in your own home. Glenn 84734091
BeGinner GuitAr lessons for all ages by
Trinity Guildhall qualified and A level music student.
Call Jack: 07542764527. Email:
jackkingdavidson@gmail.com
itAliAn tuition Native Italian teacher offers
lessons at all levels.  Preparation for GCSE, 
A-LEVELS courses, Grammar, Conversation 
Tel 07788 743371
MAtHs & enGlisH tuition and preparation for
11+ and independent school selection tests by quali-
fied and experienced teacher.marystuition.com Mary
Bauckham 07709089838 mary.bauckham@virgin.net
enGlisH/priMArY/11-plus tuition All ages
welcome. GCSE, A/S-Levels, Common Entrance,
Primary, etc.  Fully qualified, experienced teacher.
Call Hellin Halliday BA(Hons), PGCE  on  020 8858
7704 / 07928 017762 to discuss how I can help.
MulviHill AcAdeMY oF irisH dAnce
Adult and Child Irish Dance Classes available in the
Blackheath area. Come along for a fun-all-in-one
workout.  For more information call Rachel  on
07707 100521
sHoW Your coMputer WHo is tHe Boss
Are you looking for some extra help working with
your computer? Need some help with your digital
photos, online shopping and the jargon? To discuss
the options, call Paul on 07958 251 448 or email
paul.clayton@soulchip.co.uk
Knit And crocHet clAsses - Monday
evenings – spaces still available contact Michele 
for more information on michelej@gcc.ac.uk
MAZe Hill potterY A working Studio pottery  
20 Years teaching pottery to Local People.  Evening
classes:  Mon -Thurs 7- 9.30 Beginners and interme-
diate     For further Info : www.mazehillpottery.co.uk  

BlAcKHeAtH villAGe:
pAres FootWeAr
10% OFF all shoes over £20, excluding sale stock
rAFFles desiGner WeAr.
10% OFF all non-sale goods

GreenWicH:
nortH pole restAurAnt
12.5% OFF Meals only for two

3d divinG  10% discount on all scuba diving

courses.  Offer excludes scuba diving equipment.

GreenWicH coMMunicAtion centre 164

Trafalgar Road: 10% discount on all Computer

Maintenance & Repairs (including Laptops!)   We

are your local friendly independent computer shop!
HuMBer roAd:
BodYWorKZ - tHe Fitness clinic
109 Humber Road.10% OFF all treatments costing
£30 or more except Chiropody; exc.Saturdays.
roYAl nepAlese restAurAnt
(Station Crescent) 20% OFF meals for two or more
Sunday - Thursday.
tHe curious coMB
10% discount on services over £30 Weekdays
8am-10am, 2pm-4pm (excludes retail purchases).
coriAnder restAurAnt (Station Crescent)
25% off Sunday to Thursday.  Bookings only!

tHe  stAndArd:
coton & HAMBlin - opticiAns
5% OFF frames, sunglasses & accessories
KArAn cHeMist 10% OFF Weds. only
MArnells - diY 10% OFF Wednesdays
Well BeAn - HeAltH Goods 
10% OFF all purchases over £20 (no credit cards)
BlAcKHeAtH eYecAre centre
25% off 2nd pair of spectacles. (same prescription.
Not in conjunction with any other offer. (Complete
glasses start from £49.95 with single vision lens-
es). 5% off contact lens solution and accessories
troJAn press 10% OFF all quotations

WestcoMBe Hill
A * drivinG scHool   £5 discount on the price 
of one x 2 hour lesson for WS members.
tHe Wonder WoMen netWorK
Offers a 10% discount
cApitAl rooFinG 5% discount on any work
up to £1000  Tel. 0208 858 5123
GArtel desiGn & construction 5% dis-
count on any work up to £1000 0208 858 5123
oldstuFF 10% discount on all products at
http://www.theoldstuff.co.uk
WestcoMBe pArK roAd
Karen storey of Homespace offers members
10% discount on decluttering & homestaging 
services 0844 846 5854  www.home-space.biz
peninsulA
sHendA FAlveY personAl trAininG &
BootcAMps Free bootcamp session at
Greenwich Peninsula worth £10. Book to secure
place (excludes existing customers)
25% off first personal training session plus free
consultation  M: 07887 727 335
www.shendafalveypersonaltraining.com

BUY LOCAL!
Discounts available on production  of  your

Westcombe Society membership card.

Shower and Bathroom Specialists  

2A Hassendean Rd, Blackheath SE3 8TS
Telephone: 0208 8858 7359

rgaustin@fsmail.net

GAS
SAFE

Heating Engineers,
Property Maintenance,

Electrics, Painting,
Decorating, Plumbing,

Central Heating, 

r . G.Austin
(Established 1963)

ACCOMMODATION

TUITION

GARDENING

HOLIDAYS

PERSONAL CARE & THERAPY

SERVICES & TRADE

2 Doors Cars, 5 Door Cars, Transit Connect, Short Wheel Base Transit, Long Wheel Base Transit and Luton with tail 
lift available. 

£200.00 Security Deposit 
100 Miles included per day 

Liable Excess of Collision Damage up to £500.00 we do offer a wavier 
Check out our website or call us for a full price list 

 

The Greenworks, 145 Nathan Way, Thamesmead, London, SE28 0AB 
0208-858-7211 

 

 

ROOMS FOR HIRE

FriendlY locAl pluMBer
available for free estimates and advice. I am a family
man and have always lived in the locality. I pride myself
on listening to my clients’ concerns, and taking care that
they are satisfied with all aspects of my work. I am fully
insured and all of my work is guaranteed. 
Local references available.  Call today 0777 5439121, or 
ring 0203 536 0273.
decorAtinG, electrics Plumbing and Property
Maintenance. Est, 25 years. References available.
Phil McNamara 8857 5480, mobile 07814 360862
dAvidson plAsterinG And decorAtinG
services Ceilings repaired or renovated. Artex
ceilings skimmed to a smooth finish. Painting and
Decorating. Insurance work undertaken. C&G quali-
fied. Small jobs welcome. Free advice and esti-
mates. Phone 8316 0990/07746 121510
toM ellis BespoKe cArpentrY Kitchens,
Alcove units, bookcases, wardrobes, dressers and
tables. Happy to quote. 85198947 (m) 07540579027
ArcHitecturAl  interior  desiGn    
Architectural interior design for internal and external
projects. Concept through to planning & build.
Contact : info@lizbulldesign.com or 07739 903752
for information.  
HoMeWorKs 
All-round handyman for those DIY’s you have no time for!
General repairs. Painting & Decorating. General Carpentry
and flooring. Flat-pack assembly. Patio and deck cleaning.
No job too small. Contact Matthew Barron 07903 388658.
s.s.d Builders ltd.
Long established Building & Roofing Company avail-
able for free estimates & advice. ALL works under-
taken,  from guttering to Refurbishments.  All works
viewed within 24 hours, fully insured & guaranteed.
Call us today on 07931 536533 or 020 8305 1039
puBBle plAsterinG
Need a  plasterer with excellent references?  Work is of
high standard. Qualified C&G. Plastering-Rendering-
Plasterboarding - Repairs. Free quotes!  Call Alex on
07547 468459/0203 092 0684  - new number!  
pubbleplastering@googlemail.com
s.s.d pluMBinG And HeAtinG
Friendly local plumber available for free estimates and
advice.  All works undertaken, no job too small, from
boilers to bathroom suites, all works viewed within 24
hours, fully insured and  guaranteed. Call today on
07931 536533 or 8305 1039
cArpentrY And JoinerY
Alcoves, wardrobes, radiator covers & general
household woodwork. Showroom: 0208 852 7222
www.carpentryandinteriors.co.uk 
MArK cHeeseMAn, locAl cArpenter And
Joiner with 30 years experience.  All aspects of
carpentry and construction carried out considerately
and to a high standard. Reinstatement of original
Victorian/Edwardian/Georgian details, ie shutters,
skirtings, plinth blocks, picture rails, cornices etc.
Bespoke joinery, wardrobes, cupboards, stairs,
kitchens. Sash windows overhauls. Resin timber
repairs.  Please call M: 07767 456131 or 
H: 020 8854 4028
eXperienced locAl ArcHitect
offering full range of architectural services, including
planning and building regulations applications, tech-
nical and construction drawings, full project manage-
ment, and site work. Registered with the Architects
Registration Board.  Mob: 07853423130 
Email: gj@gjhanjeearchitects.com
c.s. cArpentrY-JoinerY Decorating and all
building work undertaken.   Joseph McNamara
02088575480, mobile 07947155366
HAve You Got tHe sKills or tiMe For diY?
or is it all just such an effort! 
if that’s your problem, i can solve it !
*  Decorating including preparation, painting, 

wall-papering  & special finishes.  
*  Re- hanging doors and putting up shelving.
*  Re-laying floors-lino, wood laminates & ceramics.  
*  Domestic Electrical work.
*  Plumbing-taps, showers,radiators and external.  
*  Garden revival and maintenance  
if you need help with any of these please call
tony: 0208 856 9398  M: 07961 540836
http://www.tonysdiy.com/
cArpet cleAner - Carpets, upholstery, rugs, cur-
tains steam cleaned onsite.End of tenancy, moving
in/out general clean also patio jetwash Competitive
prices Contact Claudio 07956272354 email
c_leva@yahoo.com www.clcleaningservices.com
tAllGABles picture FrAMinG
All works undertaken at very reasonable prices.
Contact Emily on 07787 524254, 
@tallgables or Tall Gables via Facebook

˚˚

Good reliABle Host FAMilies wanted for for-
eign students. For more info. please contact Lynne
on 01732 822649 or email sesgreenwich@aol.com

rooMs For Hire For MeetinGs, meditation,
music, movement. Quaker Meeting House close to
Blackheath Station. Reasonable rates. Contact Sue
07908 587695 quakerhall@aol.com
Function rooM For Hire
Blackheath area, up to 150 people, Bar, disabled
access. Tel 07940 296290

GArden MAintenAnce:  mowing, weeding, pruning,
communal garden contracts,   fruit and vegetables,
gardening tuition, RHS qualified, also domestic cleaning.
Call John and Rachel 0208 316 0990 / 07746 121510
WoMAn GArdener: Experienced, qualified local.
Small and large gardens regularly maintained. Bridget
0208 858 8139.

WHitstABle WeeKends / WeeKs  Sea wall house
between Oyster Warehouse and Harbour. Sleeps 5.
Fantastic views. 8858 6578 or 013 04 367443
nortH YorKsHire Moors The Georgian
House. Delightful period house in charming
Pickering market town. Sleeps 10. http://www.
thegeorgianhouse.co.uk/ Tel: 07876 385189 
House to rent Sole Rose is a charming and
beautifully furnished period house in the popular
seaside town of Southwold, Suffolk.  Situated
within easy walking distance of the High Street,
beach and pier.  Sleeps 4/6.
http://www.solerose.co.uk 07876385189
nortH norFolK coAst - House to sleep 6,
seaviews, few minutes beach, birdwatching, seal
trips, coastal walks. 020 8480 9459 

sports & reMediAl MAssAGe tHerApist
For help with Sports Injuries, Back & Neck Pain,
Repetitive Strain Injuries and Posture Problems. Also
help with Endurance Running and Triathlon Training
Programs Member of Institute of Sports & Remedial
Massage (LSSMDip) Fully Insured.Home/ Club/
Event Visits. Call Andy 8852 0834 or 07815 118887
BlAcKHeAtH Holistic HeAltH service.
counsellinG, AleXAnder tecHniQue,YoGA
tel: 020 8858 5969 /1991, www.bhhs.selondon.co.uk
pilAtes clAsses At MYcenAe House.
Thursdays 2.00 - 3.00 pm. All levels welcome, mats
provided. Please contact Hilary for further details on
07970 290818

lAdderless Gutter cleAninG, up to 40ft,
inspection camera.  Local-guttercleaner.co.uk 
Tel. 07791 465052 
t.tA electrics NICEIC approved installer, profes-
sional & punctual.  Free estimates, pls call Tony on
07961 509403 or  020 84887425. 
All WorKs GuArAnteed. www.ttaelectrics .co.uk
piAno tuner Prompt friendly service from an expe-
rienced, fully qualified tuner technician.   For tuning and
repairs  call Jim Kimberley 0208 305 0033
MAlcolM tierneY, cArpenter 
Specialist in refurbishment, repair and replacement 
of sash windows.   0777 5657371
tYpinG/secretAriAl/AdMin/BooK KeepinG
services available – using Microsoft Word + Excel @
very reasonable rates – please ring to discuss your
requirements. Carol (m) 07790 003 037
electriciAn / AlArM enGineer  No job too small
TMIET registered. Call 0787 9011792
AndreW FletcHer Painting, Decorating & Tiling
services. Over 20 years' experience, fully insured.
References available. Call 07702 094382
siMMonds HAndYMAn       

Property and maintenance services. Electrical, deco-

rating, telephones, general repairs. 079 4198 2895
locAl cArpet cleAner  Specialist in cleaning
Carpets, Upholstery & rugs. Competitive rates. M:
07828503132  Email: adam@carpetcrew.co.uk
http://www.carpetcrew.co.uk/

MEfA Montessori Weekly Family 
Programme (during term time) at Montessori
House, 135 Westcombe Hill, Blackheath, SE3 7DP 
Contact 0208 305 2202 or 07710433994
Tuesdays:  Afternoon Montessori (2-8 years) 1-3pm

at Mycenae House After-school Nurture group (4-

12 years) 3.30-5.30 at Mycenae House

Wednesdays: Preschool 9.30 -11.30 (2-6 years)

Baby Montessori 1.30-2.30 (pregnant-1 year)

Toddler Montessori 2.45-3.45 (1-2 years) All at

Montessori House 

Thursdays: (2-8 years) 1-3pm at Mycenae House

Childcare for ages 3 months – 5 years

I can see a 

great nursery  

from here
If you’re looking for a nursery that will help your child to grow and develop – 
choose Zoom Nurseries.

At Zoom every child enjoys an individual Learning Journey. A record that tracks 
their daily progress through our fantastic fun-filled learning environment.

It’s just one of the tools we use to keep our parents up-to-date with their child’s 
achievements, as well as their personal, social and emotional development. 
It’s an important tool, one that helps us ensure that when they leave Zoom to 
start school, they leave as independent learners and thinkers, ready for the 
challenges ahead.

With nurseries in Eltham, Hither Green and Blackheath, that between them 
have three Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ judgements, and places available, you don’t 
have to go far to give your child a great start. 

To find out more and arrange an informal visit please 
call Ann Briley, Assistant Childcare Director on  
020 8318 1133 or email annbriley.zoom@gmail.com

Or visit our website for more details www.zoomnurseries.com

SPECTRUM
Painters and Decorators

Interior/Exterior

No job too Small
Clean and Reliable

Free Estimates
30 Years Experience

Call 020 8853 2759 
or 07950815412

trAined cHiMneY sWeep & stove instAller

Fast, friendly Happy to work!  Call Anthony on

07772649577 or email: chimneymaintenance@gmail.com
interior decorAtor & cArpenter
with over 20 years experience. A member of the guild
of mastercraftsman. Free quotes & friendly advice on
all your decorating requirements. Local references
available. Tel. Ashley Greaves 8858 2981
pest control services  All types of pests
dealt with. Call John 02083003496
A MAn And A vAn Tel: 020  8858 3889 
Mobile: 07885 917842
WestcoMBe cleAners I'm a friendly, hard work-
ing & organised domestic cleaner. Regular or single
services. Competitive rates. Additional tasks. I love
my clients to be happy.  Phone (020) 8853 8671
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