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Mind the gap

<       <        NEWS  BRIEFS       >     >         
Next Westcombe Society event
The Westcombe Society is holding its annual
Helpers’ and Welcome to new residents’ party
on Saturday, 23rd February 2013 from 7.00 pm
to 10.00 pm at Mycenae House, Mycenae Road.
Invitations to our volunteer helpers are going
out in February. New residents are very wel-
come to come and find out what the Westcombe
Society is all about. Details are on page 2.

Park road closure
Greenwich Park has announced that road works

in the park will continue until 28th March.
During this time the car park will remain open,
but the Avenue through route will remain closed
to all vehicles, and cyclists. See also page 7. 

Monty met Rommel
As the 70th Anniversary of the end of the
WW2’s North Africa Campaign approaches in
May, a startling photograph has emerged of
Field Marshall Montgomery with his opponent –
Rommel – sitting on his lap.

Winston named his pet spaniel Rommel, and

a photograph has just emerged of Winston and
Monty  – with Rommel on Monty’s lap.

A tomato a day keeps the psychiatrist away
According to a study led by Dr Kaijun Niu at
China’s Tianjin Medical University,  eating a
tomato every day reduces one’s risk of depres-
sion by 52%.   

This is because tomatoes are packed full of
lycopene, an antioxidant reducing stress, and
repairs brain cells. The study appears in the
Journal of Affective Disorders.

Arctic convoys medal
In October last year, the WN reported on the
heavy price paid by veterans of the Arctic
Convoy, and the fact that no medal had been
awarded in recognition of their contribution to
the war effort.  The Arctic Convoy featured in
an exhibition at the NMM. 

In December, David Cameron announced
medals will now be awarded to the veterans. He
said that the brave men who ensured supplies
would get through German blockades to the
Soviet Union “richly deserved” recognition.

SARAH WINTERBOTTOM

In the last issue of the WN, we reported
on Transport for London’s (TfL) pro-
posals to increase the number of river

crossings in South East of London.  
With the environmental impact of all

scenarios not yet available, the Royal
Borough of Greenwich (RBG) and
Newham Council have joined the fray with
a major campaign for what they argue are
“vitally needed fixed river crossings
between East and South East London.” 
Both authorities firmly agree with TfL that
“bridging the gap” – building a new tunnel
between Greenwich Peninsula and
Silvertown – is essential. 

However, they strongly argue for a new
bridge at Gallions Reach between
Thamesmead and Beckton, rather than the
ferry service proposed by TfL.

Dick Allard, the chairman of the
Westcombe Society’s Planning and
Environment Committee (WSPEC) attend-
ed the councils’ recent press conference to
raise crucial questions regarding pollution,
congestion – and the cost implications. 

Creating jobs
Those in favour of the schemes assert that
their proposals will provide the only viable
long-term solution to a problem which has
long held back economic growth in this
part of London.  A spokesman for RBG
claimed that a bridge at Gallions Reach
would improve accessibility to more than
forty sites either side of the river, trans-
forming their development prospects and
creating some 20,000 jobs.

It is also argued that the Silvertown
Tunnel would provide much needed relief
to traffic congestion at the Blackwall
Tunnel, and support the development of
Greenwich Peninsula and Royal Docks.

Between Central London and the M25
heading west there are 25 bridge crossings
of the River Thames. From Tower Bridge
to Dartford, there are just two.

The costs and benefits. 
Transport for London has invited public
opinion in what we understand is part of a
‘pre-official’ consultation stage on the river
crossings package which closed on 1st
February 2013.  TfL estimates that a new
road tunnel at Silvertown would cost
£600m; a vehicle ferry at Gallions Reach
would cost £150m; it is estimated that the
Council’s proposals for a bridge, instead of
a ferry, would add at least £200m.   

A RBG spokesperson confirmed that,
as ‘nationally significant infrastructure
projects’ they will require development
consent from the Secretary of State, whose
opinion is formed after full examination of

the implications,  and a recommendation
from the Planning Inspectorate.

According to the two councils the cross-
ings are supported by business and entre-
preneurs and together would maximise the 
economic potential of the former industrial
sites on both sides of the Thames.

Cllr. Chris Roberts, Leader of the RBG,
said: “New river crossings are vital for this
part of London – and we need a viable,
long-term solution. For far too long we
have put up with congestion, pollution and
this barrier to growth. 

“We badly need these long-term solu-
tions to ease the pressure on the Blackwall
Tunnel and the Woolwich Ferry. The peo-
ple of South East London have been short-
changed for too long . . .  The quick-fix
ferry suggestion at Gallions Reach isn’t
good enough – we need a real long-term
solution to these issues.

“This isn’t just about making the imme-
diate area better – London is expanding
east, we need to manage that growth and
ensure the right infrastructure is in place to
fully realise the potential of South East
London.  It will aid the UK economy as a
whole to be able to overcome the barrier of
the Thames here and to finally fully con-
nect North and South London.”

His words are echoed by Sir Robin
Wales, Mayor of Newham, who said:
“Central and West London have long been
recipients of investment and new transport
infrastructure.”

. . .  and who will pay for them?
However, there are serious cost issues: TfL
has no money to pay for the proposed
projects, and motorists fear they would
have to pay a levy to fund whatever
plans are finally brought to fruition.  As
indicated in the last issue of the WN, a toll 
charge of £2 to use the Blackwall Tunnel
has been mooted to fund the schemes. 

Paul Watters, from the AA, said that
“Charging existing infrastructure is always
controversial especially as since the 1960s
it’s been a free crossing.

“Drivers who use the Blackwall Tunnel
and not the Silvertown one will feel like 
pound fodder for the new crossing even
though they have no reason to use it.”

The AA points out that drivers already
pay huge amounts in Vehicle Excise Duty
– only a quarter of which is spent on road
and highway maintenance.

And the side effects?
London Watchdog TravelWatch supports
TfL’s proposals. A side effect might be that
a toll charge might help to ease congestion
– good news for pollution levels – but crit-
ics point out that the plans might have the
opposite effect in South London.  Data that
Dick Allard, Chair of WSPEC requested
from computer simulations indicating the
likely resultant levels of congestion and
traffic flows are still awaited as we go to
press.

There are other issues, too: for years,
local councillors have been supporting the
residents of Westcombe Hill and Siebert
Road on the need for better fencing to
reduce noise and vibration disturbance
from the A102  – a request that TfL have
refused.  

If the proposal to increase traffic flows
on the A102 are to go ahead, such meas-
ures should be  a condition. In addition,
observers argue that another condition
would be that public transport capacity
needs to be greatly increased.
As we reported in last month’s WN, the
public consultation by TfL on these major
proposals is set to run until 1st February
2013.  If you were unable to attend any of
the consultation “roadshows”,  log on to
https:// consultations.tfl.gov. uk/river-
crossings/ consultation to find out more,
and to make your views known.  A printed
information leaflet can also be requested
by calling 0843 222 1234.

Meanwhile, there are those  who argue
that these suggestions are a bridge too far.
Please turn to page 7 for information
about a campaign opposing the  new river
crossings.

The Conservatoire   
under threat . . . 
For the past 132 years the Conservatoire

has fostered quality art and music in
this community. Founded in 1881 by
William   Webster, the Conservatoire is
Blackheath's local independent arts centre.
Each week it provides a broad mix of
music, art, drama and cultural classes to
over 1,200 people aged 0 to 90.

The WN profiled the Conservatoire in
November 2011, and ran an interview with
its new head,  Sydney Thornbury, in June
2012. However, today the Conservatoire is
under great threat. Like many charities, it
has struggled to survive the recession. 

Chairman of the Trustees, Lord
Mawson OBE has launched an appeal with
these words:  “Sydney and our new team
of Trustees have a strong track record of
transforming charities and developing
innovative and sustainable business mod-
els. We have a solid recovery plan to not
only turn around the Conservatoire, but to
transform and reinvigorate it for a 21st
Century community.

“But we are racing against the clock.
We must raise £175,000 by the end of
February or we risk having to close in
August, before our new plan can take
effect.

“A £75,000 Challenge Donor Fund has
been generously pledged by a group of
local donors. To claim it, we must match
those funds through supporters’ donations.

“The situation is truly urgent. Without
your help, we may have no future at all.
Your donation will be matched pound for
pound by our Challenge Donor Fund. And
because we can also claim Gift Aid, your
donation will be worth an additional 125%
on top of the amount you donate. If, for
example, you donate £100, it will be worth
£225 towards our goal.”

Donations can be made by visiting
www.justgiving.com/SaveTheCon. 
See What’s On on page 5 for a list of
Fund-raising events.

The Conservatoire’s stunningly northern
lit Art building includes one of the last
Victorian Life Drawing studios still in use
in the UK.

Community
leaders, local
businesses and
entrepreneurs
have thrown
their weight
behind a cam-
paign for more
river crossings
in East London.
But some local
residents have
some serious
reservations.
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Letters Letters to the editor may be edited through lack of space.  
Any views expressed are those of the writers only, and are 
not necessarily those of the Westcombe Society or the WN.

Get Greenwich
From: Ivy McGeorge  Vanbrugh Fields
There has been a great deal of discussion in the
area about the planning application to remove
the Horse Chestnut tree on the corner of
Westcombe Park Road and Vanbrugh Park Road
West.

It is very distressing to see a mature tree
being cut down, and I understand the concerns
raised, and those who are objecting have done a
great job voicing their concerns.

The current proposal is for the tree to be
removed and a substantial tree of 60-70 cm
girth planted in its place – the tree will be cared
for for five years by the Nursery supplying it.
When the plans for the new school were done,
an independent Tree Company was asked if the
tree could be saved.  In their opinion it was pos-
sible.  Now excavations have been started and
the roots of the tree have been exposed it is
clear that the tree cannot be saved if the
buidling proceeds as planned, and the independ-
ent specialist has confirmed that it will not be
possible. A measured decision was made and it
proved to be wrong.

Given that a substantial tree will be planted
in its place I firmly believe that in the interests
of everyone it is a good compromise.  The cost
in human terms of changing the plans at this
stage would be huge, with delays in completion
dates and the education of many many students
being disrupted.  (e.g the John Roan students
are being temporarily accommodated in the
Royal Hill site, which is due to become a pri-
mary school – that will be delayed.)
Neighbours will have to put up with building
works longer than planned.  On top of which the
financial cost which you and I pay is massive.

The positive note long-term note is that the
new tree will still be there in 100 years – the
expected life of the current tree is 20 years.

The building that has just been demolished,

having been up for only 30 years was never “fit
for purpose”.  This was due in some part to
some compromises made at the planning stage
following objections from the neighbours who
did not want a school on the site.  The main
objection was the height of the building, which
was reduced – and therefore the classroom ceil-
ings were too low.  It would be a tragedy if the
proposed building followed the same route.

From: Colin Fancy             Combe Avenue
How can local Councillor Alex Wilson claim
there is a "silver lining" to the local hospital
cuts? (WN Dec/Jan) Like many local people we
have used both Lewisham and Queen Elizabeth
Hospitals. As your report showed, waiting time
at the A&E at QEH is already over 4 hours on
average – just imagine how long it will be if the
people currently using Lewisham A&E are
forced to travel to QEH.

The government is threatening cuts across
the NHS while ensuring PFI shareholders are
guaranteed their profits; while the rest of us
who pay for the service are facing a future with-
out the health service we need. I urge everyone
to sign the petitions and join the campaign. 

The Westcombe Society’s celebrates
its Fortieth Birthday this year!   

Last year, we raised £3,000 for our
Charity of the Year – Woodlands Farm
Trust.  We hope to celebrate our fortieth
anniversary by  raising a record sum for
our charity of the year, so we are asking
our readers to send in their  nominations.
It must be a locally based charity or one
that supports/helps those living in the
Westcombe Park area.  Please contact
Marilyn Little with your nomination or for
more information on 0208 853 1312.

The events being planned include: 
Feb 23rd Helpers’ & Newcomers’ Party –
Main Hall, Mycenae House 7.0-10.00pm
Mar 9th Daffodil Tea –  2.00 pm Teas
served from 2.15.  (Invites will be going
out in February but if you don’t receive
one or are new to Westcombe Park and
would like one then please ring Caroline
on 020 8853 0948).
Mar 16th Children’s Nearly New Sale –
Main Hall, Mycenae House 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Tables and rails can be booked from
Joanne – please ring or text 07709 571777
or ring 020 8293 3429 for details 
Mar 30th, Easter Egg Hunt – gardens
Apr 20th, Quiz Night  Main Hall 
May 12th, AGM, Main Hall, lunchtime/
early afternoon
Jun 15th. Summer Picnic and Senior
Citizens Tea Party 
Sept 7th. Members’ Evening, Main Hall, 

Sep 27th. Macmillan Coffee Morning, bar/
Main Hall Mycenae House
Sep 28th. Nearly New Sale, Main  Hall, 
Oct 26th Quiz Night, Main Hall
Note that this year, we are combining the
Summer Picnic with a Senior Citizens’ Tea
Party  – the latter replacing what we  used
to call the Chrysanthemum Tea.

This was an idea we tried out last year
for the Jubilee celebration, and we thought
it worked out well.

The Westcombe Society will also  be
celebrating its 40th anniversary this 
year – watch this space!

Want to know what’s happening in the
Royal Borough? If so, the smart-

phone app Get Greenwich is the answer,
helping you to discover events and offers
near you – right now!
* Events from grand festivals right down 

to the humble pub quiz
* Offers in places such as eateries, shops, 

market stalls & attractions
* Create your own list of favourite events,

offers, places & searches
* Free to try out
Available on iPhone, iPad and android.

The idea was conceived, designed and
built locally by design agency Fit Creative
based in Charlton, whose client base is in
Greenwich, thus providing the inspiration
to create a modern tool to help people take
advantage of this unique location.
If you want more information or need
help with the app, email help@getgreen-
wich.co.uk. We’d love to hear from you so
please let us know what you think of the
app in Review

Westcombe Society’s
plans for 2013

 
 

 

Sewing Time 

7 Delacourt Road, Blackheath, SE3 8XA 

Call: 02084655520/07403583001 

info@sewingtime.co.uk/ www.sewingtime.co.uk 

For: Clubs, Courses, Workshops  

Fabrics, Haberdashery and more!  

 

 

We regret to announce the death on
December 17th of Ken Clark at St.

Thomas’s hospital following a heart attack.
As a former soldier he served with the

Royal Engineers in Jamaica, where he
liked to claim he played a crucial role in
the defeat of Hitler....  As a journalist, he
started life  with the  Bexley and Kentish
Mercury, but most of his working life was
spent at the Colonial Office, which includ-
ed work on Bechuanaland (Botswana).
Ken was an occasional contributor to the
WN, and was even persuaded to edit it for

a month when the WN was in crisis (in
June 1991). He was the author of a book
called Greenwich and Woolwich in old
photographs (1990. pub. Allan Sutton.)

As he cycled  round  in his khaki,  Foreign-
Legion style cap, Ken was a familiar figure
in Westcombe Park.  He  lived  here  for  many
years with his wife Betty (who  was  a teacher
at Prendergast School in Lewisham) and
was widowed twenty years ago.  

His funeral took place on 25th January. 
He leaves a daughter and a son and six
grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Ken Clark  1927 – 2012

JRJAMES REMOVALSJAMES REMOVALS
.com.com

‘excel lence through ef for t ’‘excel lence through ef for t ’

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com 
to request a 

quotation online

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com
to request a 

quotation online

! Fully trained 
uniformed staff

! Full insurance 
included in 
ALL quotes

! Prompt free 
estimates

! On-site 
containerised 
storage

! Discounts for 
long-term storage

! Well-established 
family business

! Pianos – our forte

BAR MEMBER NO. JO28

The Westcombe Society is holding its
annual Helpers’ Party on Saturday,

23rd February 2013 from 7.00 pm to
10.00 pm at Mycenae House, Mycenae
Road. 

This is our chance to thank all those
who have helped the Westcombe Society
in the past 12 months in running events,
supporting and participating in the work of
the various committees and producing and
delivering the Westcombe News.  We are
very grateful for this help and couldn’t
keep everything running without you.

We do hope you can come along and
meet some old, and some new, faces as we
are combining this with our Welcome to
Newcomers Party.  So if you are new to
Westcombe Park we’d love to meet you.
The invitation is open to all new residents
of Westcombe Park and we hope you can
come along, meet fellow neighbours and
find out more about both Westcombe Park
and the work of the Westcombe Society.  
There will be a welcome drink and a light
buffet available and the bar in Mycenae
House will be open.

We are sending out personal invitations
to those helpers for whom we have postal
or email addresses.  

If you are a helper and don’t receive an
invitation, perhaps because we don’t have
an address for you, or you are new to the
area and would like to join us on the 23rd
February, please contact Joanne by post at
41 Glenluce Road, SE3 7SD or by phone
on 020 8293 3429 by Friday 15th February
so that we can cater for the right numbers 

We look forward to seeing you and
thanking and welcoming you in person.
If you are interested in helping with the
Westcombe Society’s activities, and would
like to get involved, please give Marilyn
Little a ring on 8853 1312 for more infor-
mation. We are currently seeking a
Membership Secretary and someone to
help with the Bazaar organisation. 

Helpers and Welcome
to New Residents’
Party 2013

Some volunteers in the Westcombe Society    
shared a delicious Christmas Dinner at  
Moca’s in Old Dover Road. Moca’s serves
a variety of meals, most with an Italian 

flavour; and also offers free wi-fi access.
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A & A LANDSCAPES
Landscape Specialists

Free advice &           Qualified 
estimates horticulturalist

All aspects of soft & hard landscaping
work carried out including

* Maintenance  *Site clearance
* Turfing  * Tree surgery

* Fencing   * Patios  
* Brickwork

Tel. 020 8318 2530

Hospice charity calls for volunteers

At the foot of Royal Hill there is a
building that houses a small gallery

called Linear House, in Peyton Place, next
door to Greenwich Dance. 

Linear House is the brainchild of Events
Organizer Tony Othen (once very active in
the Westcombe Society when he lived in
Humber Road) who has run photographic,
audio visual and production companies in
Greenwich for more than 40 years.

It was there I went to see an exhibition
of photographs by talented local photogra-
pher Anita Strasser. Anita is fascinated by
street scenes: she has produced a book on
Deptford High Street, and her latest exhibi-
tion – now a book - features Royal Hill. 

The beautiful photographs are accompa-
nied by commentaries by local luminaries
– Tony Othen of course, as well as Janis
Tilling, Jerry Button, Michael Jones,
Daniel Persson (founding father of
Meantime Breweries) and many others.

Says Anita: “The idea to capture Royal
Hill came as a response to the London
Villages Project organized by London
Independent Photography (LIP). of which I
am a member.”

These establishments on Royal Hill
demonstrate that the traditional High Street
in English towns is still very much alive –

and traditional local traders keep it alive,
despite  “the usual suspects”, the big bat-
talions like Boots or Smiths. 

Anita’s photographs show how very
attractive the shops and traders' premises  can
be.  Next  stop,  the Standard? N.G.

Her exhibition is now over, but you
can still obtain her book (£12.00) Royal
Hill from  anitastrasser@gmail.com. You
can see samples of Anita’s work on
www.anitastrasser.com

If you missed Peter Kent’s wonderful
exhibition of art at the same venue, which
depicted Greenwich during the Jubilee,
and his impressive Portfolio of Ports in
Britain and around the world, they are
still obtainable from the artist, or from
Tony Othen.

Documenting the High Street

Dramatic opportunities
BARRIE SMITH

Are you interested in acting – or work-
ing backstage?  If so, then an opportu-

nity to indulge your passion exists right on
your doorstep.  Capital Theatre Company –
a small, locally-based amateur theatre
group – rehearses on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings at Mycenae House.

Exercising considerable ingenuity in its
choice and presentation of plays, the
Company seeks to make a virtue of its
modest circumstances by placing the actor
firmly at the centre of its productions.
Bold play selection, spare but imaginative
presentation, and first-rate acting are the
Company’s hall-marks.  Two productions
are put on each year.  These are presented
in The Old Bakehouse Theatre, Blackheath
and St Margaret’s Crypt, Lee – whose inti-
mate surroundings allow the Company to
play to its strengths. 

The Company receives no financial sup-
port, relying only on box office revenue
and members’ subscriptions. Nevertheless,
the Company has an impressive track
record of achievement and takes pride in
its high standards.  Its adventurous and
eclectic choice of plays includes: Teechers
by John Godber, Five Kinds of Silence by
Shelagh Stephenson, Baby with the
Bathwater by Christopher Durang, The
Five Wives of Maurice Pinder by Matt

Charman, Joseph K by Tom Basden, Mine
by  Polly Teale,  Sylvia by A.R. Gurney and
recently, The Country by Martin Crimp.

Membership is open to anyone willing
to commit themselves to high standards
and a professional approach. Whether you
want to act or help backstage, we would
like to hear from you.  If you want to act,
why not come along for an audition?  

If successful, you can be sure  of getting
a part, because we select plays that involve
as many people as possible.  We don’t like
people sitting on the sidelines; so if you’re
available, we’ll try and cast you.  But if
lavish staging and large-cast spectaculars
are what you crave, then we may not be for
you!  But if small-scale, actor-centred
drama is your thing, please give us a call.  
Further information is available from the
Company’s director Barrie Smith (tele-
phone: 020 8852 3258 or e-mail:
msmith51@supanet.com).

Anthony Simmonds of Maritime Books
PHOTO: (c) Anita Strasser

The future of policing

Greenwich & Bexley Community
Hospice on Bostall Hill, Abbey Wood

in South East London is calling for local
people of all ages to join its friendly volun-
teer team.

The Hospice, a registered charity, offers
specialist care and support to local people
with a life-limiting illness. Last year, the
Hospice supported around 2,500 local people
and their families, friends and carers in the
boroughs of Greenwich and Bexley.

“Our volunteers make a big difference to
the quality of life of people who have a life-
limiting illness,” said Vanessa Hill,

Volunteers Manager at the Hospice.
“We have all sorts of volunteer roles,

with something that can suit all abilities and
availabilities.”

Greenwich & Bexley Community Hospice
has a dedicated team of over 500 volunteers
working in a variety of roles from charity
shop work and fund-raising to working
directly with patients and their families at the
Hospice.

FOR MORE INFORMATION contact
Vanessa Hill, Volunteers’ Manager on 020
8320 5812, email vanessahill@gbch.org.uk
or visit www.communityhospice.org.uk

Share fraud warning
Alocal resident wrote: “I was recently

approached on the phone by a very
persuasive American lady about a small
quantity of shares I have:  the dividends
from these have marginally increased each
year, but being less than £100 I would
have been quite willing to sell them.

“But a friend was suspicious and
checked out  the company on the internet,
and very quickly discovered that it was a
share scam.  I reported  this to  the FSA
(Financial Services Authority), Action
Fraud, and the company that pay my divi-
dends, all of whom were very helpful.”

The FSA says that share fraud includes
scams where investors are called out of the
blue and offered shares that often turn out
to be worthless or non-existent, or with an
inflated price. 

These fraudsters operate in “boiler
rooms” mostly based abroad. The FSA
estimate that  around £200m is lost  in the
UK each year in this way. 

The FSA’s advice is to get the name of
the person and organization contacting
you; check www.fsa.gov.uk/fsaregister to
ensure they are authorised, and use the
details there to contact the firm. Call the
FSA Helpline on 0845 606 1234 if there
are any doubts at all. Also search the FSA’s
list of unauthorised firms or indiividuals to
avoid doing business with.

In general, if it sounds too good to be
true, then it probably is.   
If you are approached about a share
scam, use the share fraud reporting form
at www.fsa.gov.uk/scams, where you can
also find out about the latest investment
scams. If you have already been defraud-
ed you should contact Action Fraud on
0300 123 2040.

A scene from Joseph K

There is deep concern  about the  pro-
posed cuts in policing numbers in  this

ward – and about the reduction in police
stations.

Proposals to use Post offices as police
stations have been described as “ludi-
crous”:  police stations have had private
interview rooms; who wants to have their
concerns listened to by a queue of people
buying stamps?

In January, local MP for Greenwich and
Woolwich wrote to the Metropolitan Police
Commissioner, Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe,
raising his concerns about the future of
policing in Greenwich. Nick Raynsford
was responding to the announcement that

the Metropolitan Police proposes to close
Woolwich and Greenwich Police Stations.

Nick Raynsford told the WN: “Whilst I
recognise the need to look for efficiency
savings, if these closures go ahead many of
my constituents will be left out on a limb. 

“I have repeatedly stressed to the Met.
that it should consider looking at co-locat-
ing at other civic buildings, to ensure that
there is an accessible Police presence for
loval residents whilst at the same time,
saving money”.
STOP PRESS: The fire stations in New
Cross and Woolwich are also to be closed.
In response, Nick Raynsford has again
lodged a strongly-worded protest.

BGHS in Guiness Book of Records
Guinness World Records have confirmed

that Blackheath High School has entered
the record books by taking part in the world’s
biggest practical science lesson in multiple
venues.

On Tuesday 13th November, 62 girls from
Blackheath High School took part in the
world record attempt by conducting two sci-
ence experiments to measure the value of
acceleration due to gravity, involving 2,215
girls in total at 26 schools across the country. 

Pupils conducted one experiment which
measured the time taken for an object to drop
a set distance, and another which timed a
swinging pendulum.

All the schools were members of the
Girls’  Day School Trust  (GDST),  which
celebrates its 140th anniversary this year.

“We’re hugely excited to have been part
of making science history”, said Lisa Laws,
Headteacher. “Studies have shown that
women who go to girls’ schools are more
likely to study stereotypically male subjects
like physics and chemistry, both at school
and at university. We know this to be true
from our own experience, with around 25%
of our girls studying A-level physics, com-
pared to the national average of 1.6%.  This
world record  has  created  even further
enthusiasm around science in the school”.

 extensions  refurbishments  repairs  
 kitchens  bathrooms   

 plastering  painting  decorating   
 floor coverings  windows  

electrical  plumbing  
 
 

WHATEVER YOUR HOME NEEDS 
call us on 

07988 760269    
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FEATURES
The Art of
Self-
Defence
PAUL CARTER

How do I punch someone?’ was the
final thought that went through my

inebriated mind when I was robbed on
Trafalgar Road.

It was late on a summer evening in June
2006.  I fell for the classic ruse of ‘Have
you got the time, mate?’ and believed the
fellow when he shoved his hand in his
pocket and told me had a knife. 

I handed over £10 and my cheap watch
.....  I clearly wasn’t thinking as phoning
the police didn’t enter my mind.

The childhood aggression which leads
to so many playground fights dissipates as
you mature and realise the futility of vio-
lence, but you are allowed to defend your-
self if someone tries to rob or attack you.

The problem is knowing how. Krav
Maga is a martial art focused on self
defence moves for real world situations. It
originates from Israel and is Hebrew for
‘hand-to-hand combat’. Stewart McGill is
an expert and runs classes all over London,
including a 7.00pm Monday night class at
St Michael’s Church Hall in Blackheath.  

With other experienced martial artists
he developed his own style called Urban
Krav Maga, which in Stewart's opinion,
offers a more leveraged approach.

Stewart said: “If an attacker has a knife
then give them your money or phone –
your life is more important. But if the
attacker won’t go away then you strike
first. Attack is a great form of defence.

“If you train enough then you improve
your fitness and the moves become instinc-
tive.  It’s important you know how to
strike and get leverage over your opponent.
So come along and give it a go. It is a
good exercise class, too.” 

Around 18 men of different ages,
shapes and sizes attended my first class.
We warmed up by jogging round the room,
aiming  punches  and  kicks at invisible
targets to get the heart pumping. Then 
comes the tricky part: remembering how to
do the moves that Stewart demonstrated.

Stewart McGill in action

My partner grabbed me so I stepped on
his foot, struck out with an elbow then
pushed him to the floor and twisted his
arm until I found his pressure point. We
worked on a number of other moves, too.

I have poor coordination, and held on to
my judo white belt for two years before
accepting I didn’t belong in the white suit.
So I was quite amazed when I was able to
execute some of the moves and put my
partner on the floor. 

I learned that you should not punch
with a clenched fist  – and a rolled-up
newspaper can be effective. Also consider
carrying a purse or wallet with some coins
and foreign notes and an old mobile phone
which you can throw to one side as you
run off in the other direction. I look for-
ward to my next class but hope I never
have to  escape a dangerous confrontation.

Men and women are welcome to the class.
To know more about Krav Maga and the
class locations then go to www. kravma-
ga-eastlondon.com/index.htm
The first class is free and £60 buys your
first 10 lessons, which you can arrange
around your diary. 

The bronze, silver and gold member-
ships range from £40 to £60 a month
depending on how many classes you want
to attend.

Have book, why travel?
MICHAEL GOLDMAN  on the joy of book clubs

“Each country Book-club bows the knee to
Baal...”

This quotation from Byron shows that
book clubs, book groups, reading

groups – call them what you will – go back
a long time.  And over the last twenty or so
years they have flourished as never before,
giving the lie to those who mourn the
decline of reading.  

Typically a reading group consists of a
dozen or so members who meet monthly to
discuss the chosen book, sometimes cho-
sen by the members in turn, sometimes
chosen at the start of a season by collective
decision.  The majority of groups consist
solely of women, many are mixed but all-
male groups are rare.

A major virtue of reading groups is that
they widen the literary horizons of mem-
bers, encouraging them to read books that
they would otherwise miss.  

The social aspect is also important. The
level of seriousness varies: wine and gos-
sip sometimes predominate over literary
discussion. Most groups concentrate on
contemporary fiction but some read clas-
sics from the past. There are even groups,
mostly in America, which only read James
Joyce’s Finnegans Wake.

Some reading groups are linked to local
libraries which provide multiple copies of
the chosen books.  Bookshops have

realised the value of reading groups and
many branches of Waterstones, including
the one in Greenwich, host monthly
groups.  These are open to anyone who
turns up.  Websites list groups all over the
country, including some in SE London.

Most local U3A (University of the Third
Age) branches include reading groups on
their programmes – three, for example, in
U3A South East London.  

One of these has been going for eight-
een years and meets weekly.  This is
unusually frequent and is testimony to the
dedication of the twelve members who
devote several sessions to each book,
depending on its length and complexity.

The U3A reading groups usually have
waiting lists because they meet in mem-
bers’ homes, where room is limited, and
also because coherent discussion is diffi-
cult with more than a dozen or so people.
Hearing others’s opinions, as well as voic-
ing your own, is one of the joys of reading
groups and discussion tends to be most
lively when opinions are sharply divided.
The South East London U3A website is
www.u3asites.org.uk/london-se or infor-
mation can be obtained from the
Membership Secretary, Anne Richards, 
30 Little Heath, Charlton, SE7 8HU, Tel.
020 8854 4645 (please mention that you
saw this in the Westcombe News). 

Karen Storey goes national

For those who like schoolgirl novels . . . 

Clearing out unwanted items is becom-
ing a country-wide trend in 2013 –

and local decluttering expert Karen Storey
of Homespace has gained national expo-
sure. Articles in the most recent editions of
House Beautiful magazine, Yourwellness
and men’s styling newsletter SartoriaLab
all quote Karen as they advise on how to
clear unwanted stuff from your life.  

All these articles can be viewed via
Karen’s Homespace website.

Karen, whose Westcombe Park-based
business has been running since 2007, has
seen the business grow as people aim to
streamline their lives and their belongings. 

JKaren told the WN:   “Initially, people
found the idea of hiring a decluttering
expert strange, but now  I find people real-
ly embrace the idea. It’s a major trend for
the pared down, austere times we live in,
and can be hugely cathartic.”
Contact: 07951 191086/info@home-
space.biz See also the Small Ads on p. 5.

The Alexandra Players next production
is  Daisy Pulls It Off by Denise

Deegan.  This bears NO resemblance at all
to the girls of St Trinians ..... but still
retains much of the old-world charm of
Angela Brazil’s schoolgirl novels.

Daisy Pulls It Off engagingly captures
the uncomplicated innocence of Angela
Brazil’s schoolgirls.  It is about the
attempts of superachiever Daisy Meredith
to submerge her poor elementary school
background and find acceptance in the
snobby confines of Grangewood School
for Young Ladies.   

Our plucky heroine undergoes a number
of obstacles before, being honourable in all
things, all comes right in the end.

Daisy Pulls It Off will be presented at
the Alexandra Hall, Bramshot Avenue,
Charlton SE7 7HX on Thursday to
Saturday February 21st, 22nd and 23rd at
8pm.   Doors open 7.30 pm.

Tickets £8 (£7 
Children and 
Concessions).   
Box Office:
07867 627 987 
or e-mail 
alexandra
players@gmail.
com or to book
and pay in 
advance by 
PayPal, visit our new website at
http://www.alexandraplayers.org.uk 
Seats booked by telephone or e-mail must
be collected no later than 15 minutes
before the performance or they may be
resold.   Seats booked and paid by PayPal
will be held until collected and not re-sold.                                                    
The Alexandra Hall in Bramshot Avenue
is attached to Charlton United Reformed
Church, who support the Players and
enable them to put on productions there.

Potty Pancake races

The 1st Annual Royal Greenwich Potty
Pancake Race is at 11.00 am on

Tuesday, 12th February at the Old Royal
Naval College, Greenwich. 

Greenwich & Bexley Community
Hospice is hosting the event. Teams of
four will take part in the competition to
find Greenwich 's fastest pancake flippers,
optional fancy dress. The fastest team will
be crowned “The Fastest Flippers of
Greenwich ” and will receive a Winners
Frying Pan. 

Entry to The Old Royal Naval College
is via the Cutty Sark entrance and is free
for spectators. All funds raised go to
Greenwich & Bexley Community Hospice.

Pancakes are also for sale between
11.00 am and 2.00 pm.
Entry is £10 per person in teams of 4,
FREE for spectators. For more info
email info@gbch.org.uk, call 020 8319
9230, or or visit the website www.commu-
nityhospice.org.uk .

The NMM’s current
exhibition is Ansel
Adams: From the
Mountains to the Sea,
a rare chance to see,
close-up, Ansel
Adams’ photography
in the UK, and view
some of the most 
pioneering and iconic
black and white 
photographs of the
20th century.

Ansel Adams runs
until 28th April 
Booking now open
at rmg.co.uk/anse-
ladams. 
Members go free
Adults £7  Concs £6
Children £2 

Ansel Adams:  
not to be   

missed
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THE GREENWICH THEATRE Crooms Hill,
Greenwich, London SE10 8ES 020 8858 7755
35MM [NOTE: at Pleasance, Islington]
Tuesday, 29th Jan. - Sun 10th Feb. 2013 7.45 pm
35 MM. In 35MM, each photo provides the source
for a different song ........The sell-out Off-Broadway
hit now makes its European premiere, in association
with Greenwich Theatre.  Tickets: £10.00 (concs.
£8.50)  Box office: 7609 1800 
MY BIG GAY ITALIAN WEDDING
Wed 30 Jan. - Sun 3 Feb. 2013
Following its critically acclaimed UK tour, this comic
tour-de-force is coming to Greenwich
SILLY SONGS OF SHAKESPEARE
Thurs. 7th Feb. an evening with ‘Fearg & The
Sonnettes’ serenading you with hilarious “synop-
songs” of some of Will’s most famous works
JOURNEY’S END  Sat. 9th - Sun 17th Feb.  
R. C. Sherriff’s anti-war classic 

THE SPACE  269 Westferry Road London E14
3RS  0207 515 7799 / www.space.org.uk
Nearest stn: Mudchute (DLR) Buses: D3, D7, 135 
Until 3rd February: THE ONE FESTIVAL 
a showcase of monologues that  feature work from
a wide range of theatre pros.  Tickets £12/£8
HAMLET  12th - 16th Feb.7:30 pm £12/£10

THE ALEXANDRA PLAYERS
Thurs Feb. 21st  to Sat Feb. 23rd  DAISY PULLS
IT OFF:  this feel-good play at the Alexandra Hall,
Bramshot Avenue, SE7 at 8 pm. £8 (£7 Conc)
07867 627 987 or alexandraplayers@gmail.com

FRIENDS OF GREENWICH PARK 
Sunday 3rd February 2013 at 11am
Annual Lecture: Cosmos and Culture
The King William Lecture Theatre, University of
Greenwich, at the Old Royal Naval College
From the earliest times the motions of the heavens
have played a central role in human cultures.   Marek
Kukula of the Oyal Observatory explores the cultural
influence of this very visual science, from blockbuster
films to ground-breaking astronomy images.
Tickets are £10 (to include a glass of wine) from
Friends of Greenwich Park, 3 Orchard Drive, SE3
0QP  (tel  8852 8831) or on the door from 10.30am
FRIENDS OF BLACKHEATH HALLS
The Friends’ Annual Architecture Lecture is Wed.
6th Feb. at 8.00 pm: JOANNA VAN HEYNINGEN
on Advancing Traditions Tickets: £12 (£10 seniors,
£6 students)  Information on www.blackheath
halls.com, or box office 020 8463 0100
BLACKHEATH SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY
Mycenae House,  90 Mycenae Road SE3 7SE 
Feb 15th  CSI Universe:  Using Spectra to Under-
stand Space Dr Radmila Topalovic of the Royal
Observatory, Greenwich. Visitors are welcome, and
requested to donate £3.00 to Society funds. 
INDUSTRIAL HISTORY SOCIETY
19th Feb. David Watts on Johnson and Jorgenson
Meeting are held at The Old Bakehouse, Bennett Park,
SE3 (at the back of Age Exchange Shop.  Please use
the car park behind the station.  Meetings start at 7.30
and non members are charged £1.
BLACKHEATH BRIDGE CLUB welcomes all
players to duplicate sessions in Mycenae House Mon.
& Thurs. 7.15 pm & on Wed. at 1.15  Tel. 8851 2609 
WESTCOMBE WRITERS’ CIRCLE 1st. Thursday
each month, 2.30-4.30 at Mycenae House.  Ring Joan
Paice on 8305 1652 or Rosemary Gill on 8858 5088
BLACKHEATH FLOWER CLUB Meets third
Friday of every month at 1.45 pm at Mycenae House                                                                             
BLACKHEATH & GREENWICH WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE: First Wednesday of every month at
7.30 pm at Sunfields Methodist Church, Old Dover
Road,  SE3 8SJ eileenflanagan194@btinternet.com
SECOND CHANCE CHOIR We rehearse Thursday
evenings during term time, in Blackheath.   
New members welcome,  contact Margery Nzerem
0208 858 3544 gery@nzerem.bbmax.co.uk.
PERFORMANCE JAZZ IN MYCENAE HOUSE
Every Monday evening. £5.00. Bar!
ENGLISH FOLK MUSIC
9.00 pm every Tuesday at the Lord Hood pub, Creek
Road; mainstream jazz every Thursday
GREENWICH HERITAGE CENTRE
Join the Greenwich ’48 Club, bringing senior citizens
together with our young people to talk about how life-
has changed.  Contact:  Tel:  020 8854 2452 
email: 48club@greenwich.gov.uk

MADE IN GREENWICH Gallery, 324 Creek
Road SE10 9SW. www.madeingreenwich.co.uk
January 29th – March 10th. 
New exhibition: ‘The Body, Movement and Dance’  
Poetry events: 
5th February  7.30 pm Greenwich University Poets; 
20th February 7.30 pm WordArt 
BLACKHEATH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS
SOCIETY, St Mary’s Church Hall, Cresswell Park,
Blackheath  4th Thursday of every month, 2.00 for
2.30. 28th Feb. Dr Patrick Conner THE BRITISH
ARMY IN INDIA Non-members £5 on the door. 
www.artsinblackheath.org.uk  or ring 83187550
GREENWICH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS
SOCIETY King William Court, the University of
Greenwich  Next lecture Mon. 11th Feb. 8.00 pm  
THE LEGENDARY LEE MILLER by  Antony
Penrose  020 8852 7873. Non-members £8.00

BLACKHEATH HALLS Tel 020 8463 0100
Thurs. 7th Feb. 7.30 TRINITY LABAN WIND
ORCHESTRA  Concert: Tickets £10. (£5 concs.)
MONDAY LUNCHTIME RECITALS
Mon 1th Feb Badke Quartet play Britten
Mon 25th Feb. James Brawn   plays Beethoven
Say 2nd March OPERA GALA NIGHT Our major
Fundraiser! Tickets £30 (£275 for table of 10)
GREENWICH DANCE AND TRINITY LABAN 
Borough Hall. Royal Hill Tel. 8293 9741
presents an exclusive double bill of new work by
Robert Clark and Theo Clinkard at The Borough
Hall on Sat. 23 Feb.7.45pm. AMSTATTEN is an
allegory on fear & confinement.  Choreographed 
by Robert Clark, it draws on 
stories of kidnapping  & hostage 
situations from the news over
the past 30 years and presents 
the audience with a beautiful 
and disturbing representation 
of the experiences.  Followed 
by ORDINARY COURAGE
the inaugural work by acclaimed dancer and
designer Theo Clinkard. With an
original score by Alan Stones
that incorporates Scarlatti and 
Bach, it uses visceral, eloquent 
and life affirming dance to 
examine the nature of loss and 
the process of healing.

Tickets £12. (£9 conc.) 

Printing in Blackheath 
since 1978

From your ideas or Artwork
we can print at a 
reasonable cost:
• Business cards 

• Invoices • Letterheads 
• Books • Brochures  

• Forms • Invites 
• Wedding StationAry

1a Li zban St
Bl ackheath,  Lo ndo n  SE3  8 SS

Tel: 020 8853 2268
Email : dave@trojanpress. co. uk

www. trojanpress. com

COMMUNITY THEATRE &OPERAARTS

WOODLANDS FARM
331 Shooters Hill.  Tel. 0208 319 8900  Every
Thursday Toddler Club 10am - 12pm £2 per adult,
children free. Animals, crafts – or just play.
GREENWICH HERITAGE CENTRE
Artillery Square, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich SE18
4DX  020 8854 2452  FREE Saturday mornings:
10.30am to 12 noon. Free art and craft activities for 5
to 12 year olds.  Under fives must be accompanied by
an adult. Please wear suitable clothes.
SE LONDON DADS GROUP 
DADS ALERT:  Regular stay-and-play for dads
and children under five @ Sherington Children's
Centre, 14 Sherington Road every Wednesday
from 9:30 - 11:30am.  Contact: ·
www.SELondonDads.org.uk or email: info@selon-
dondads.org.uk    
BLACKHEATH CONSERVATOIRE
Toddler tunes (18 - 36 months) Early years music:
Tues - Saturdays; varied times. 8852 0234

CHILDREN

MUSIC &DANCE

OFSTED: OUTSTANDING IN ALL AREAS

020 8293 1331
The Pointer School |19 Stratheden Road | Blackheath | London SE3 7TH

and also at 37 Shooters Hi l l  Road | Blackheath | London SE3 7HS (Nursery & Recept ion)
emai l :  secretary@pointers-school.co.uk  Website: www.pointers-school.co.uk 

THE POINTER SCHOOL
“Doubles in size”

• First Class Examination Results
• Organic Food
• Breakfast Club & After School Care
•  Christian Evangelical in outlook
• Numerous Extra-Curricular Clubs
• Large variety of outdoor and PE activities
• 3 languages taught

Childcare places for children from 3 months – 5 years

Choosing the right kind of childcare is one of the biggest decisions
that you will ever have to make. 

At Zoom, we believe nursery childcare could be the best way of
supporting your whole family. With the right nursery, you’re able to
enhance your child’s development and add to your experience as a
parent.

We have gone to great lengths to ensure that our well-equipped
environment, exceptional team, healthy planned menus, additional
classes and planned curriculum all meet and exceed you and your
child’s expectations.

Childcare at Zoom could be more affordable than you think. The
term after your child turns 3 means you are eligible for The Nursery
Education Grant. We also have access to the Childcare Affordability
Programme (CAP) and Working Families Tax Credit.

Why not call us for an informal
discussion, or to arrange a visit? We
could be just what you are looking for! 
Call me, Justine O’Hare, Manager, on
0208 331 6703. Alternatively, email me
at bella@zoom54321.fsnet.co.uk

DDoonn’’tt ffoorrggeett –– 
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We’re based near to the Yorkshire Grey Roundabout, bordering Kidbrooke,
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MEND
YOUR

ENGLISH
or

What you should 
have been taught
at Primary School

by Ian Bruton-Simmonds
Focuses on the BBC

ISBN No: 978-0-9546862-1-5
£9.99 from the British Library  

Bookshop or other good bookshops
LOCALCOUNCILLORS

Conservative: Cllr. Geoff Brighty
Tel.  8921 5663 (Town Hall) or
8858 9731 (Home)   geoffrey.
brighty@greenwich.gov.uk 
Cllr. Alex Wilson Tel. 07783
611607  Email: alex.wilson
@greenwich.gov.uk   
Surgery:  1st Monday of the
month 6.00 - 7.00 pm Blackheath
Library, Old Dover Road. 
Labour: Cllr. Alex Grant Tel.
8855 7292 E-mail Alex.grant
@greenwich.gov.uk   Surgeries:
1st. Friday of each month,  7.00 -
8.00 pm,  Mycenae  House;  3rd.
Saturday of each month, 3.30-4.30
pm,  St James Church Hall,
Kidbrooke Park Rd.
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Learning is fun
St Olave’s is a Prep School in
New Eltham for boys and girls
aged 3-11 years

Tel: 020 8294 8930
www.stolaves.org.uk

! Broad, child-centred curriculum
! Excellent results in the 11+
selection

! Clubs, outings and residential
trips

! Excellent pastoral care
! Small classes
! Specialist staff for PE, IT, Music,
French and Drama

! Sibling fee reduction
! Before and after school care

Miles Campbell

A traditional clockmaker striving toward the accuracy

Clockmaker •  Woolwich, London

0208 331 0201  www.milescampbell.co.uk

Save the date : 23/24 March, at Somerset House

Size 10 x 4cm

Font Baskerville

Any queries or resizing please contact Miles Campbell

Blackheath Conservatoire
This series of benefits features an amazing
range of artists – and some very special
surprise guests. The programme includes:
Sun 3rd Feb.  Family Sunday - Peter and the
Wolf
Thurs. 7th Feb. Jazz concert
Sun 1th Feb. Scratch Messiah
Thurs. 14th Feb. MoTown Concert
Sat 16th Feb. London Print Club Workshop
Sun 17th Feb. Family Sunday: 
Fairytales including Silent Film with piano
accompaniment
Thurs. 21st Feb. Classical meets Street Dance
Thurs 28th Feb. Professors at  Play Concert
Please go to www.conservatoire.org.uk for
event details, prices and times (8852 0234)
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In November, the Blackheath Society was
awarded a grant of £7,900 from the

Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for its excit-
ing project to develop a new digital archive
called ‘The Story of the Heath.’ 

The images in the archive, which is led
by volunteers from the local community,
focus on the use and development of the
Heath next to Blackheath Village since the
19th century. The project will also enhance
the Society’s growing digital archive and
could lead to national publicity on BBC
television. 

The entry was accepted for the HLF’s
project All Our Stories, which supports a
planned BBC2 programme ‘The Great
British Story – a People’s History’ due to
be screened from the end of next year. The
application for the grant was headed by
one of the Society’s volunteers, Allan
Griffin.

Under the terms of the grant the Society
has to digitise 1,500 images of the Heath
by October 2013, and then make them gen-
erally available to the public. 

Good progress has already been made:
over 1,000 Heath images have already
been completed, and well over half of its
15,000 photographic images of Blackheath

and the surrounding areas have been stored
on computers.

The Blackheath Society will now be
asking its members, and the general public,
to search their attics for any interesting
photographs of the Heath which could sup-
plement the images it already owns.

The plan is to create mobile exhibitions
of the images of the Heath to be shown in
local schools and churches, at the library in
the newly re-opened Age Exchange in the
Village, and at the Blackheath Concert
Halls. 

Other plans include using the project to
update and reprint local historian Neil
Rhind’s Heath trail guide and putting a
rotating selection of the images on the
Society’s website.

The grant brings the Society’s 75th
anniversary year to a fitting end. 
Commenting on the award, the Society’s
Chair Howard Shields said: 

“We are thrilled to have received the
support of the Heritage Lottery Fund and
are confident the project will encourage
Blackheath people to become more
involved in their local heritage. The grant
will also greatly enhance our archive of
local photographs.”

A Visual History of the Heath

Thanks to the Blackheath Society for supplying this image from their superb archive. 
Pedestrianism (competitive walking) c 1795 by Thomas Rowlandson (1757-1827)

The community orchard in the East
Greenwich Pleasaunce had a winter

treat on January 6th, when a crowd gath-
ered to sing to the trees.  Wassailing is an
ancient tradition, prevalent in cider-making
areas of the country.  It’s an occasion for
tending the trees, for making lots of noise
to scare any ill-wishing spirits and relieve
the gloom of winter, and for enjoying a
good drink of cider (or other, less alcoholic
drinks!).  

A very enthusiastic crew of youngsters
delved into the piles of mulch supplied by
Greenwich Council’s Parks and Open
Spaces Department, and helped pile it
around the twelve trees.  Planted in 2010
and early 2012, the orchard is still very
young and will benefit from this care,
which keeps the grass from competing for
nourishment.   

Once the digging was done, the enter-
tainment began.  Local resident Peter
Hamilton-Dyer led the way through a
quirky take on the Twelve Days of
Christmas, before rushing off to appear in
the Globe Theatre’s acclaimed production
of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night.    

Story-telling followed, with tales with
an apple theme presented by Nick Hunt
and Rich Sylvester. The Charlton-based
group Morrigan wove harmonies with tra-
ditional wassailing songs before leading a
procession among the trees, which were
given a little cider to encourage them into
new growth.  

Traditionally, a wassail can include
election of kings and queens; here, chil-
dren were able to create their own crowns,
using leaves and bright Christmas cards to
decorate them.  

The Holly King, leading the way, wore
a truly impressive top hat, and explained 
that the oak and the holly trees have a
friendly rivalry, but that the holly always 

Mulching as well as wassailing ....
takes precedence during the winter months.
There was more music, from the delightful
May Birds, and inspired free-form dancing
by Marta Polak, who is studying at the
Laban Centre in Deptford.

Naturally, the refreshment of the day
was delicious mulled cider, supplied by the
Orchard Press Cider Company.    Based in
Greenwich, its cider maker Morgan Clark-
Ward travels the country to find the very
best of ciders and perrys; he is also often
found selling on Greenwich Market.
Pistachio’s café did a roaring trade in hot
food and softer drinks, much appreciated
given the chilly weather.

The final procession around the trees
was led by Martin Guha of the Charlton
Folk Mob, who inspired everyone to raise
their voices and beat out the rhythms with
sticks of hazel.  Singing Here we come a-
wassailing, Among the leaves so green was
a perfect way to see out the holiday period,
and to usher in the New Year for the
orchard and for the Pleasaunce. 

ANNE ROBBINS
Find out more about the Memorial
Orchard and how to help nurture it at
http://transitionwestcombe.blogspot.co.uk/
along with other news from Transition
Westcombe.  Photos of the Wassail, and
film of some of the entertainment, can be
seen at https:   //www. facebook.
com/events/443419475721364/

2013 is Greenwich Dance’s 20th
anniversary, and there is no better time

to  sign up for a course.  On offer are
Flamenco, Contemporary, Lindy Hop,
Salsa and Greenwich Dance’s brand new
Street Dance class Xpress Yo’Self.

Caron Loudy, Artistic Programme
Manager at Greenwich Dance said: ‘This is
a great way to get in shape and try some-
thing new. There are so many dance and
exercise classes out there, it can sometimes
be difficult to know where to start. And
don’t worry if you’ve never danced before,
all our evening classes are suitable for

complete beginners, and our professional
teachers will set you your own pace.’

‘Greenwich Dance want to encourage
more people than ever get involved  –
whether that’s taking up a new class, join-
ing in at a tea dance or a ceilidh, or just
coming to watch.  We have something for
everyone, from babies to Over 60s, so get
down to The Borough Hall and help us
make this a year to remember..’
Sessions run from 7.00 - 8,00 pm  at The
Borough Hall on Royal Hill. To book call
Greenwich Dance on 020 8293 9741visit
ww.greenwichdance.org.uk 

Wassailing in the Pleasaunce

2013: It’s Time to Dance!

The Holly King holds forth
PHOTO: Gavin McGregor

PHOTO: Sharon van Goens

Parallel Horizons
Greenwich Housing Society: volunteer needed

For over 50 years, the Society has
offered affordable, one bedroom flats at

its two sites, Glenluce Road and Heathway,
both easily accessible to the Blackheath
Standard and all the facilities offered there.  

The Society was established to help
those of 60 years of age and above and
who have a link with the Royal London
Borough of Greenwich.

The Society has always been run by a
volunteer  Management Committee and
currently, we are seeking a volunteer to
replace our Treasurer who, in due course,
will be moving out of London.

The role of the Treasurer is to oversee
the finances of the Society.  A book keeper
and a firm of accountants are employed by

the Society so no day-to-day involvement
is required.  

The role is one of keeping an overview
on the book keeping work and occasional
liaison with financial institutions and the
Society's bank.  

The Treasurer is expected to attend
Committee Meetings at Mycenae House 6
- 8 times a year.

If you have a financial background, are
interested in joining the Committee or
would like further information on the
role, please contact our Chairperson,
Dorothy Martin on 020 8850 3991or write
to her at the Society's registered address,
12 Glenluce Road, London SE3 7SB. 

The Stephen Lawrence Gallery, Queen
Anne Court, University of Greenwich,

Park Row is showing a new exhibition
until the end of February called Parallel
Horizons, curated by Saif Osmani.

This is “a multi-disciplinary showcase
examining how bamboo has been appropri-
ated in a context of space, in place-making
and within the process of establishing
national boundaries.”    Each project
“explores cross-cultural interaction and
linkages, forged through material and
spatial syntax in the formation of cultural
codes and future identities across border-
lines.”        Hope that’s clear. Ed.
Contact: 020 8331 8260 or 
email slg@gre.ac.uk website:
www.stephenlawrencegallery.net   
Opening Hours: Monday-Friday: 
10am-5pm, Saturday: 11am-4pm

Bamboo Bridge (Taiwan)  
Architect Benjamin Garcia Saxe will be 
talking about his building made of bamboo 
in Costa Rica on18th February, 5.00 -
7.00pm at the Stephen Lawrence Gallery.

PHOTO: Saif Osmani
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Planning applications can be
viewed in the library,  or at the
Woolwich Library on the lower
ground floor of the Woolwich
Centre, 35 Wellington St. They
may also be viewed on www.
greenwich.gov.uk/planning

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
See also http:/ /westcombe.blogspot.com/

20 WESTCOMBE PARK ROAD ref 13/3086/F
Construct single storey rear extension 

and 2 rear dormer windows

37 GLENLUCE ROAD  ref 13/0005/F
Enlarge basement and make lightwell at front

TREE WORKS

91 HUMBER ROAD  ref 13/0034/TC
Fell bay tree at front and eucalyptus at rear. Crown

reduce olive by 30%

New year, new 
park?

‘Stop the crossing’ 

Christopher’s column

The Royal Parks have announced a new
five year partnership with AEG Live to

deliver six summer concerts each year. The
income received by The Royal Parks from
the concerts will be used to maintain and
manage all eight Royal Parks across London.

The Royal Parks are now under Boris
Johnson's control “with strong safeguards to
protect their traditional character.” 

The Mayor took over day-to-day manage-
ment of the eight historic green spaces –
including Green Park, Hyde Park and
Regent's Park as well as Greenwich – after
the Olympics.

There  are concerns that the Royal parks
will become overly commercialised to the
detriment of the local community. 

However, the chain of command seems

somewhat murky.  In an interview in
Horticulture Week in September of last year,
Linda Lennon said: 

“The Royal Parks are an agency of the 
Government’s Department for Culture Media
& Sport (DCMS) and we get a grant from
them. Boris has appointed a Royal Parks
board, which reports to him, while I report to
the DCMS but meet with him once a month.
We all want the same thing — to protect and
preserve the parks for future generations.”

AEG Live is one of the world's leading
entertainment and sports presenters. 

AEG Live is dedicated to all aspects of live
contemporary music performance, including
concert touring, music festivals and special
events.

Hyde Park today – Greenwich tomorrow?

Cuttting cornus

Apart from noting what’s 
in flower on January 1st 
(at home, winter jasmine, 
buds on summer jasmine, osteospermum
and a lone climbing nasturtium; elsewhere
choisyas were going strong), this year we
have a Feb. 14 deadline to think about. 

I’m involved in a cutting garden project:
this is funded by the Happy Museum
(www.happymuseumproject.org), which we
hope will produce its first blooms for
Valentines Day. 

We have planted around 5000 bulbs in and
around the grounds of the Garden Museum,
using mainly early species of narcissus and
tulips, bluebells and allium. We have also
planted native hedging shrubs within the
grounds of the Museum, including three
shoulder high winter flowering cherries,
which arrived before Christmas when the
ground was frozen, but already have blos-
soms. 

Our emphasis for the Happy Museum
commission is on creating a winter cutting
garden which will provide simple posies and
bouquets as an alternative to the
supermarkets roses and lilies. 

We will use seedheads, stems and buds as
well as ivy,  and forsythia, early prunus,
cornus mas (from the dogwood family) and
hazels will all produce flowers and leaves if
cut as bare stems and kept indoors in a deep
vase (in a coolish room) for a week or two.
Over the Christmas period,   our stems of
willow sprouted roots as well as leaves. 

Like the debate about importing ash trees,
this project has revealed how tricky it is to
buy UK grown plants and especially trees –
many are started off here as seedlings, then
go to Italy or Holland, to be grown on in
natural warmth or polytunnels, only to be
imported back into the UK as saplings or
fully mature trees. 

The question of ‘flower miles’ – we read
that most cut flowers are traded through the
Netherlands, regardless of where they are
grown – is just one of the issues which an
accompanying exhibition ‘Floriculture’ will
consider.  It just so happens that it opens on
February 14th. . . .

Flower, Love and money runs from Feb. 14
- April 28 .at the Garden Museum Lambeth
Palace Road London SE1.  (www.garden-
museum.org.uk)
Admission £3 - £7.50.

Christopher Raven

An online petition has been launched to
oppose London Mayor Boris

Johnson’s and Transport for London’s
plans to build a road tunnel between the
Greenwich Peninsula and Silvertown, in
effect creating a third Blackwall Tunnel.

The petition is in response to the Bridge
the Gap campaign launched by Greenwich
and Newham council, which purports to
represent local people’s views and urges
the Mayor to press ahead with the project.

Those who sign the petition will also
generate emails to Boris Johnson, TfL,
Greenwich Council leader Chris Roberts
and Newham’s mayor Sir Robin Wales,
expressing opposition to the tunnel.

The most recent figures released by
City Hall reveal that 150 people died from
air pollution in Greenwich borough alone
in 2008. Despite this horrifying statistic,
Johnson, Roberts and Wales are still keen
on funnelling more traffic along the A102
and A2 through Greenwich.

Greenwich’s Woolwich Road flyover,
the Kidbrooke interchange and Eltham
Station are among London’s worst spots
for air pollution. The scheme’s backers
claim  a third tunnel will relieve conges-
tion. Opponents claim that although there
may be some temporary relief northbound,
southbound where the A102 and 
A2 converge, the jams and pollution will
be much worse.

Furthermore, the new road will result in
more traffic trying to pass through the 

area, thus negating any temporary benefit a
tunnel would bring. The organisers of the
petition believe planners should look at
alternative schemes to send traffic away.

Petition co-organiser Darryl
Chamberlain, of Charlton, says: “I was
horrified when I saw this proposal . . .
building a new tunnel will make matters
worse, not better.

“Local councillors should be defending
their communities, but if they won’t do
that, then hopefully this petition will prove
to them just how wrong their decision is,
and will give them the opportunity to
change their minds.”
Editors’ note: For more information,
emailsilvertowntunnel@yahoo.com, or
call Adam on 0752 542 3473, or Darryl
on 0797 100 3039. The petition can be
found at www.silvertowntunnel.co.uk.

After last year’s Olympics,
Greenwich Park has been undergo-
ing  a substantial reinstatement

programme to restore the Park   “to  its
pre-Games condition or better”.   Graham
Dear of Royal Parks anticipates that work
will be completed by the end of February.  

The final phase of this restoration over-
laps with a significant road and pathway
revamp which started in January.  While
the car park remains open, the Park is
closed to through traffic (motorists and
cyclists) and will remain so for a total of
eleven weeks.  Works include:
* A reduction in the width of the tarmac
path in Bower Avenue, described as ‘one
of the most beautiful historical tree-lined
avenues’ in the Park – the aim to improve
the health of the trees by replacing tarmac
close to the roots with turf. There will be a
cycle route along the avenue.

* Resurfacing of the road network from
Blackheath Gate to St. Mary’s Gate along
with the parking bays on Blackheath
Avenue
* As part of the Blackheath Avenue works,
the crown of the road will be     levelled
off to improve the experience of visitors
using the car park
* The Avenue’s granite gulley on both
sides is being relaid

All things being equal, these improve-
ments, along with the completion of work
on the Blackheath Gate will see a safer and
enhanced Park open in time for Spring.  

Stand-off at New Roan Lower School
As we go to press, we learn that Greenwich Council has reluctantly

accepted the application to fell the horse-chestnut tree at the NE corner 
of the John Roan building site in Westcombe Park Road. 
LAWRENCE SMITH gives the background to this news

The Council’s campaign to “Bridge the Gap”
ran somewhat aground when it was launched
on the waterfront in Woolwich – at low tide. So
those in attendance were confronted with a ban-
ner flaunted above the mud with the legend “No
new Roads”. The demo was mounted by  FoE,
Roads To Nowhere and Stop City Airport. This
photo appeared on the 853.blogspot.

PHOTO: Jenny
Bates of Friends
of the Earth

When local residents were consult-
ed about the new school build-
ing, they were shocked to hear

that a Deodar Cedar, the most striking
evergreen on the site, was to be felled. 

Pressure to preserve such trees was so
strong, that a key condition of the Planning
Consent for the new school was that the
other trees were to be protected.  Before
excavation was undertaken, the developer
was required to survey all the areas subject
to excavation using the most appropriate
method.  The Developer acknowledged
that failure to do so could constitute ‘negli-
gence’. 

A subsequent application to fell the
majestic flowering Horse Chestnut at the
north-eastern corner of the site understand-
ably triggered a wave of protest.  Although
the original application had claimed that
the design of the sports hall had been
revised to mitigate damage to the roots, it
was admitted that ‘ground penetrating
radar’ which can precisely locate roots had
not been used.  

The reason given for felling the tree
was that the roots extended unexpectedly
into the area needed for excavation for the
sports hall. The developer’s tree specialist
had reported that the tree was healthy,
showed vigorous growth, and had many
years of life remaining. 

The Council at first rejected the devel-
oper’s application issuing a Tree Protection
Order and telling the developer to explore
other design options for the sports hall that
would preserve the tree in accordance with
the planning consent.

However, a new application to fell the
tree was submitted without any other
design options appearing to have been con-
sidered.  The developers claimed that any
redesign would delay completion of the
school and that this would incur costs the
school would be unable to bear.  

The Westcombe Society feel that the
costs should have been borne by the devel-
oper who should have done an earlier root
survey.  They also believe that the risk to
the tree if the roots were cut is small if the
excavation were not beyond the building
line.  This is stated in the arboricultural
report obtained by the developer.   The
concern is that even if the replacement tree
were a different species, it would take
many decades to achieve the screening
effect of the existing tree.

Nevertheless, Council officers reluctant-
ly recommended that the Greenwich Area
Planning Committee should approve the
latest application to fell the tree at their
meeting on 21st January, despite the many
objections residents raised, and the petition
to preserve the tree.

Many Greenwich taxpayers resent pay-
ing to remedy the developer’s failures
either by delay to the school or by the loss
of the tree.  They feel the Planning Board
were misled when they were assured at the
time of the original application that the tree
could be saved.  Had the risk to the tree
been identified earlier the architects could
have been required to redesign the building
to accommodate the tree.  

As it was, the Greenwich Area Planning
committee were put in an impossible posi-
tion given that a redesign would delay
completion resulting in huge costs to the
school or a lengthy legal battle with the
developers.  Sadly, sacrificing the tree may
not ensure the Lower School reopens on
time, as other elements of the project seem
already to have fallen behind schedule.  

The critical date is September 2014
when the temporary relocation of students
to premises in Royal Hill must finish, and
the students will be returning to the
Westcombe Park Road site.  

The schools’s Maze Hill site is due for
completion later, in the autumn of 2014.
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MARKET PLACE Please send ads for the Market Place with pay-
ment by the 10th day of the preceding month to: 
Marilyn Little, 163 Westcombe Hill,   SE3 7DP 
0208853 1312 email:marilyn.little@btinternet.com

ALL classified adverts 30p per word.  Please make cheques
payable to The Westcombe Society

SHOWYOURCOMPUTER WHOISTHE BOSS
Are you looking for some extra help working with
your computer? Need some help with your digital
photos, online shopping and the jargon?   To discuss
the options, call Paul on 07958 251 448 or email 
paul.clayton@soulchip.net
IRISH DANCING CLASSES COMMENCING AT
MYCENAE HOUSE taught under the tuition of
Tanya Dirrane-Hobbs ADCRG a very well estab-
lished teacher and adjudicator. Please contact Tanya
for further details on 07775 943723
ITALIANTUITION Native Italian speaker offers
lessons at all levels.  Preparation for GCSE,
A-LEVELS courses, Grammar, Conversation 
Tel 07788 743371
PIANOLESSONS Enjoy playing your instrument
from the very first lesson - favourite pieces and
much more - a holistic appproach to teaching and
learning. A.B exams taken if desired. Tel. 8856 1200
MATHS&ENGLISH TUITION (aged 8-16) and
preparation for secondary school selection tests by
qualified & experienced teacher. Mary Bauckham
07709 089838  mary.bauckham@virgin.net.
ENGLISH/PRIMARY/11-PLUS TUITION All ages
welcome. GCSE, A/S-Levels, Common Entrance,
Primary, etc.  Fully qualified, experienced teacher.
Call Hellin Halliday BA(Hons), PGCE  on  020 8858
7704 / 07928 017762 to discuss how I can help.
MATHEMATICS TUTOR For secondary level,
GCSE and A-Level by qualified teacher, Tom
McNamara [MMath]. £30 per hour.  07595348976 or
Email  thomasmcnamara@fmail.co.uk
SPANISHTUITION One-to-one or small groups,
all ages and levels, at your home or office.
By qualified Latin-American teacher. CLTA
Call Miguel 020 8305 0874 or 079 1031 8513
migansiergut52@gmail.com
MULIHILL ACADEMYOF IRISHDANCE
Adult and Child Irish Dance Classes available in the
Blackheath area. Come along for a fun-all-in-one
workout.  For more information call Rachel  on
07707100521
ONE-TO-ONE LESSONS WITH FRENCH LADY
Telephone Monique: 07891 031 073

BLACKHEATH VILLAGE:
BLACKS OF BLACKHEATH - JEWELLERS
10% OFF purchases over £100, excluding sale
goods and repairs
CACTUS PIT - TEX/MEX RESTAURANT
20% OFF for two or more, Sun. to Thurs.
CHAPTERS RESTAURANT
10% OFF lunch/ dinner for two Mon. to Thurs.
PARES FOOTWEAR
10% OFF all shoes over £20, excluding sale stock
RAFFLES DESIGNER WEAR.
10% OFF all non-sale goods
RIGHT ANGLE RETAIL - GIFTS
10% OFF special goods plus free delivery
CAVE AUSTIN WINEBAR&GARDEN
5% discount at any time

GREENWICH:
NORTH POLE RESTAURANT
12.5% OFF Meals only for two
3D DIVING 
10% discount on all scuba diving courses.  
Offer excludes scuba diving equipment.
GREENWICHCOMMUNICATION
CENTRE at 164 Trafalgar Road offer 10% 
discount on all Computer Maintenance and
Repairs (including Laptops!)  Your local 
friendly independent computer shop!
HUMBERROAD:
BODYWORKZ - THE FITNESS CLINIC
109 Humber Road.10% OFF all treatments costing
£30 or more except Chiropody; exc.Saturdays.
ROYALNEPALESE RESTAURANT
(Station Crescent) 20% OFF meals for
two or more Sunday - Thursday.
THECURIOUSCOMB
10% discount on services over £30 Weekdays
8am-10am, 2pm-4pm (excludes retail purchases).
CORIANDER RESTAURANT (Station Crescent)
25% off Sunday to Thursday.  Bookings only!
THE STANDARD:
COTON & HAMBLIN - OPTICIANS
5% OFF frames, sunglasses & accessories
KARAN CHEMIST 10% OFF Weds. only
MARNELLS - DIY 10% OFF Wednesdays
WELL BEAN - HEALTH GOODS 
10% OFF all purchases over £20 (no credit cards)
BLACKHEATHEYECARECENTRE
25% off 2nd pair of spectacles. (same prescription.
Not in conjunction with any other offer. (Complete
glasses start from £49.95 with single vision lens-
es). 5% off contact lens solution and accessories
GAMBARDELLAs CAFE 10% off meals from
Monday to Thursday for members of the WS
TROJAN PRESS 10% OFF all quotations
WESTCOMBEHILL
A * Driving School £5 discount on the price of one
x 2 hour lesson for WS members.
THEWONDERWOMENNETWORK
Offers a 10% discount

BUY LOCAL!
Discounts available on production  of  your

Westcombe Society membership card.

Shower and Bathroom Specialists  

2A Hassendean Rd, Blackheath SE3 8TS
Telephone: 0208 8858 7359

rgaustin@fsmail.net

GAS
SAFE

Heating Engineers,
Property Maintenance,

Electrics, Painting,
Decorating, Plumbing,

Central Heating, 

R. G.Austin

ACCOMMODATION TUITION

GARDENING

HOLIDAYS

PERSONAL CARE & THERAPY

SERVICES & TRADE

GOOD RELIABLE HOST FAMILIES wanted for for-
eign students. For more info. please contact Lynne
on 01732 822649 or email sesgreenwich@aol.com
FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE Blackheath area, up
to 150 people, Bar, disabled access. Tel 07940
296290

BORDERS, BEDS  AND CONTAINERS planned,
prepared and planted by local experienced qualified
gardener. Call Leslie on 0208 858 6541
GOODGARDENING . . . For hands-on gardening,
practical advice, or low-maintenance planting
designed for you & your garden, call Christopher
Raven 020 8691 2240  
GARDENMAINTENANCE:  mowing, weeding, pruning,
communal garden contracts,   fruit and vegetables,
gardening tuition, RHS qualified, also domestic cleaning.
Call John and Rachel 0208 316 0990 / 07746 121510

WHITSTABLE WEEKENDS / WEEKS  Sea wall house
between Oyster Warehouse and Harbour. Sleeps 5.
Fantastic views. 8858 6578 or 013 0436 7443
NORFOLK HIDEAWAY Traditional cottage in
rural hamlet  - sleeps 5/6. Easy access to coast,
Burnham Market, Holt. Great location for walking,
cycling, bird watching visiting castles and stately
homes. Tel 020 8858 1515 / 07768 340477
www.baileycottage.co.uk
NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS
The Georgian House. Delightful period house in
charming Pickering market town. Sleeps 10.
http://www.thegeorgianhouse.co.uk/ Tel: 07876
385189 

LONDON HOLISTIC COACH: Cognitive
Behavioural Therapist & Life Coach; Need guid-
ance on Relationships, Emotional Eating, Career,
Confidence Building & Parenting?  Call Today  M:
07886088062
E: info@LondonHolisticCoach.com
W: http://www.LondonHolisticCoach.com
BLACKHEATHHOLISTICHEALTHSERVICE.
COUNSELLING, ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE,YOGA
tel: 020 8858 5969 / 1991, www.bhhs.selondon.co.uk
KUNDALINI YOGA - Connect to your spirit through
breath, yoga postures and meditation. Teacher with
over 10 years experience. Beginners welcome.
Wednesdays, 20:00-21:15, The Yogi Tree, Woolwich
Road, £10/class. Contact Satwant on 07971217770
or satwant.kr@gmail.com
PILATES CLASSES AT MYCENAE HOUSE.
Thursday's 1-2pm. All levels welcome, mats provid-
ed. Please contact Hilary for further details on
07970290818
REIKI THERAPY
to promote healing and help reduce stress. Please
call Monique on 07891 031 073.

TRAINED CHIMNEY SWEEP AND STOVE
INSTALLER  Fast, friendly Happy to work!  
Call Anthony on 07772649577 or 
email: chimneymaintenance@gmail.com
NEEDHELPWITHYOURCOMPUTER? Local tech-
nician provides home technical support & tuition. No
job too small, all in your own home. Glenn 84734091
WELLING 2 WOOLWICH
Cleaners of homes, Surgeries and factories in both
Bexley and Greenwich Boroughs
For windows and carpets, curtains to driveways
Ring 0203 2593335 or 07938733355
SIMMONDS HANDYMAN       
Property and maintenance services. Electrical, deco-
rating, telephones, general repairs. 079 4198 2895
BLACKHEATHANDGREENWICHWINDOWAND
GUTTER CLEANING   Mike Smith 07791 465052
www.blackheath-window-cleaner.co.uk 
C.S. CARPENTRY-JOINERY Decorating and all 
building work undertaken.   Joseph McNamara
02088575480, mobile 07947155366
EXPERIENCED LOCAL ARCHITECT offering full
range of architectural services, including planning
and building regulations applications, technical and
construction drawings, full project management, and
site work. Registered with the Architects Registration
Board.  Mob: 07853423130
Email: gj@gjhanjeearchitects.com
PIANOTUNER Prompt friendly service from an experi-
enced, fully qualified tuner technician.   For tuning and
repairs  call Jim Kimberley 0208 305 0033
FRIENDLY LOCAL PLUMBER available for free esti-
mates and advice. I am a family man and have always
lived in the locality. I pride myself on listening to my
clients concerns, and taking care that they are satisfied
with all aspects of my work. I am fully insured and all of
my work is guaranteed. Local references available. Call
today 07775439121, or 02035360273
SMARTT SOLUTIONS... for the jobs you don't have
time for. Friendly, reliable and trustworthy handyman
service for your home.    £2 million liability insurance.
Plumbing (not gas), electrics, carpentry, decorating.
Contact us if the service you require is not listed.
07912 549 662 – 020 8858 6679  info@smarttsolu-
tions.co.uk  www.smarttsolutions.co.uk

HAVE YOU GOT THE SKILLS, OR TIME, FOR
DIY?    Or is it all just such an effort!
If thats your problem, I can solve it  
Decorating including preparation, painting, wall-
papering  & special finishes.  
Re- hanging doors and putting up shelving.
Re-laying floors-lino, wood laminates & ceramics.  
Domestice Electrical work.
Plumbing-taps, showers,radiators and external.  
Garden revival and maintenance  
If you need help with any of these please call tony 
T: 0208 856 9398 M: 07961 540836
w: http://www.tonysdiy.com/
DECORATING, ELECTRICS
Plumbing and Property Maintenance. Established 25
years. References available. Phil McNamara 020
8857 5480, mobile 078 1436 0862
DECLUTTERING
to make more space or getting your house ready for
sale? Homespace can help! Contact Karen for a free
appraisal at www.home-space.biz.
DAVIDSON PLASTERING AND DECORATING
SERVICES Ceilings repaired or renovated. Artex
ceilings skimmed to a smooth finish. Painting and
Decorating. Insurance work undertaken. C&G quali-
fied. Small jobs welcome. Free advice and estimates.
Phone 8316 0990/07746 121510
TOM ELLIS BESPOKE CARPENTRY
Kitchens, Alcove units, bookcases, wardrobes,
dressers and tables. Happy to quote. 02085198947
(m) 07540579027
ARCHITECTURAL INTERIOR  DESIGN    
Liz Bull Design specialises in innovative and inspira-
tional interior and exterior design. Complete service
from concept through to planning permission and
completion. Services also include bespoke furniture
& landscape design. Call for a free consultation.    
Email: info@lizbulldesign.com  
Tel. 07739903752.   www.lizbulldesign.com
HOMEWORKS 
All-round handyman for those DIYs you have no time for!
General repairs. Painting & Decorating. General Carpentry
and flooring. Flat-pack assembly. Patio and deck cleaning.
No job too small. Contact Matthew Barron 07903 388658.
HOUSESCLEARED of unwanted items. 
Tel: 020 8858 3889 Mobile: 07885 917 842 
A MAN AND A VAN
Tel: 020   8858 3889 Mobile: 07885 917 842
EXPERIENCED PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Interior and exterior work, wall papering a speciality.
Free estimates. Fully insured.  Friendly and reliable.
James Leslie  07973 491 264   Email address:
jwldec@btinternet.com
WESTCOMBEPARK KITCHENS  AT TRADE PRICES
Free design & delivery. Tel.  8305 1263 or 0788591 7842
MALCOLM TIERNEY, CARPENTER 
Specialist in refurbishment, repair and replacement 
of sash windows.   077 7565 7371 
ANDREW FLETCHER Painting, Decorating & Tiling
services. Over 20 years' experience, fully insured.
References available. Call 077 0209 4382
S.S.D BUILDERSLTD.
Long established Building & Roofing Company avail-
able for free estimates & advice. ALL works under-
taken,  from guttering to Refurbishments.  All works
viewed within 24 hours, fully insured & guaranteed.
Call us today on 07931 536533 or 020 8305 1039
PUBBLEPLASTERING Need a  plasterer with excel-
lent references?  Work is of high standard. Qualified
C&G. Plastering-Rendering-Plasterboarding - Repairs.
Free quotes!  Call Alex on  07547468459 / 0208 465
5844.  pubbleplastering@googlemail.com
S.S.D PLUMBING AND HEATING
Friendly local plumber available for free estimates and
advice.  All works undertaken, no job too small, from
boilers to bathroom suites, all works viewed within 24
hours, fully insured and  guaranteed. Call today on
07931 536533 or 8305 1039
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY
Alcoves, wardrobes, radiator covers & general
household woodwork. Showroom: 0208 852 7222
www.carpentryandinteriors.co.uk 
DECORATOR & TILER
Experienced and reliable service. Free estimates and
local references.  David Birch 07956 264011
INTERIOR DECORATOR & CARPENTER
with over 20 years experience. A member of the guild
of mastercraftsman. Free quotes & friendly advice on
all your decorating requirements. Local references
available. Tel. Ashley Greaves 8858 2981
WESTCOMBE CLEANERS I'm a friendly, hard work-
ing & organised domestic cleaner. Regular or single
services. Competitive rates. Additional tasks. I love
my clients to be happy.  Phone (020) 8853 8671
DOG WALKING/ PET SITTING, reasonable rates.
Contact Lucy: 07545 998789.

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL and 
CORPORATE FINANCIAL  ADVISERS

Investments - Pensions - Estate Planning
2 Charlton Road. Blackheath Standard
London   SE3 7EX (T) 020 8853 7160

email:  admin@starkeyfinancialplanning.co.uk
website: www.starkeyfinancialplanning.co.uk

HELPING  YOU PLAN YOUR  FUTURE
Starkey Financial Planning Ltd. is authorized and 

regulated by the Financial Services Authority

PLUMBING 

GAS 

All plumbing, boiler and gas 

work. Local references. 

Call CWD Heating 

0208 856 2234  

07799003545 

Westcombe Park  Dental  Practice
Treatments Available

Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants

Invisalign

Smile Makeovers

Tooth Colouring Fillings

Anti-Wrinkle Treatments &Dermal Fillings

13 Station Crescent, 
Westcombe Park, London SE3 7EQ   Tel. 0208 853 3304 Fax: 0208 858 1784

Westcombe Park 

13 Station Crescent, Westcombe 

Park, London SE3 7EQ

Tel. 0844 375 6996

Fax. 0208 858 1784 

Treatments Available

Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants

Invisalign

Smile Makeovers

Tooth Coloured Fillings

Anti-wrinkle Treatments and Dermal Fillers

Located next to Westcombe Park Train Station

Global Fusion Music and
Arts (GFMA) is celebrat-

ing Fair-Trade Fortnight with
a free Net-working Event –
offering free stall space at
Charlton House on Friday
22nd February from 6.30 -
9.30,

Louise says: “Come and
be part of this exciting
Networking Event! There will
be stalls, a photography exhi-
bition and an open mic with
music, poetry and dance. “
Information: 020 8858 9497.
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