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The Greenwich+Docklands International Festival went off with its usual panache
and brio.  And the food stalls round the Cutty Sark did a roaring trade.

Mycenae Soup

Farewell to Marnells ...
We are sorry to say goodbye to
Seamus and Mark , the two
brothers who since 1976 have
run Marnells hardware shop in
Old Dover Road. The shop
closes in September when their
lease is up. Said Seamus: “We
decided long ago that we
would leave when our lease
was up.  We’ve been here for
nearly forty years, and it’s
time we had a rest!”

... and to Blackheath Cooks
Sorry, too, to say goodbye to
Amanda  at Blackheath Cooks,
the innovative cookery school
and cookware retailer in Old
Dover Road. 

Amanda Keyzers writes:
“After 4 and a half years of

helping people discover and
create amazing food we will

be closing our door on 14th
August.  We are very proud of
our customers that have rallied
around Blackheath Cooks and
have been inspired
by their culinary journeys.”

Blackheath Cooks was a
finalist in The Housewares
Innovation Awards, and the
2012 British Cookery School
Awards.

Minding the store
First impressions of the new
Sainsburys superstore in
Charlton are that it is HUGE,
and  accordingly seems to
stock everything  – clothes,
garden materials, electrical and
household goods,  and of
course food. But locals mourn
the award-winning ecological
store  it has replaced: many
still think it was a bad ikea.

Westcombe Woodlands
The Friends of Westcombe
Woodlands are holding an
Open Day at the woodlands
off Vanbrugh Hill between
10.00  and 4.00 pm on Sunday
4th October – a rare chance to
look round this special green
area in Westcombe Park.
NB     Not suitable for those
with mobility difficulties and
children must be accompanied
by an adult at all times. 

Interested in finding out about local
community projects – and helping to

decide which one you think  should be
supported?

Reserve places for the Mycenae Soup
dinner at 7.30 pm on October 2nd in
Mycenae House – and come along and
enjoy the fun!  There will be music and
entertainment – and you will also hear
about, and vote for, some local community
projects – and  enjoy a bowl of soup and
other delicious food items donated by our
sponsors.  The money raised at the din-
ner – via your donations – will go to the
winning project.  Win, win all round!
Reservations for the event can be made
from 28th July  by calling Mycenae House
on 8858 1749, minimum donation £7.
See also page 3.

Hackney opposes 
the Silvertown

Tunnel
Labour and Liberal Dem. councillors in

Hackney have united to demand that
the Silvertown Tunnel road scheme under
the Thames be axed – adding pressure on
London's mayoral  candidates to pledge to
abandon the  controversial road scheme.

A motion put before Hackney Council
on July 22nd called for the £1bn tunnel,
between Greenwich Peninsula and the
Royal Docks to be scrapped. The motion
argued that it would increase traffic and air
pollution across east London.

"You cannot build your way out of con-
gestion," the motion read, adding: "The
additional road capacity would lead to a
significant increase in motor traffic in
Hackney and would significantly worsen
air quality in this borough."

The tunnel, proposed by current mayor
Boris Johnson and Transport for London,
would increase capacity for traffic from
Kent into east London – including  HGVs,
which are banned from the northbound
Blackwall Tunnel.  

Look out:  fraudsters about

WESTCOMBE  SOCIETY

For more details ring Caroline on 0208 8530948
and join

The Westcombe Society Team

Macmillan Cancer Support
Friday, 25th Sept. 

10.00am - 2.00pm

Once again the Westcombe Society 
is participating  in

the Biggest Coffee Morning 
in the World with our usual feast of
cakes and sandwiches at Mycenae
House to eat there or to take home.

Come and join us!

Plans for a cruise liner terminal at
Enderby Wharf, East Greenwich, were

approved by Greenwich Council’s planning
board in July.   The terminal will enable
cruise ships that can carry roughly 3,000
people to dock in Greenwich. 

However,  controversy surrounds this
decision. Critics claim that for up to 200
days a year the ships will be generating
their own power, using much dirtier fuels.
A cruise ship can burn 700 litres of diesel
an  hour – equivalent to 400 idling lorries. 

EU directive 2012/33/EU says large
ships should use shore-based electrical
power because of the pollutants they emit:

“Air pollution caused by ships at berth is

a major concern for many harbour cities 

when it comes to their efforts to meet the 

Union’s air quality limit values.”

Calls on the Council to insist that visit-
ing cruise ships  should be plugged into
shore-based mains electricity supplies
when moored – as they are, for example,
in Amsterdam and New York – were
ignored by Greenwich Planning  Board.

Reportedly, providing the necessary
connection to an electricity supply would
be “hugely expensive”, and, it is claimed,
few cruise ships are equipped to connect
with shore-based electricity supplies.

However, critics are wondering how
Greenwich can possibly satisfy EU
directives on air quality given the level of
air pollution already recorded. 

Local MP Matt Pennycook told the
WN: “A cruise liner terminal at Enderby

Wharf has the potential to make a positive
contribution to Greenwich by boosting
tourism, creating jobs and supporting local
businesses but I was deeply disappointed
that the council’s Planning Board approved
the proposals without modifications to
protect local air quality.

“Despite reductions in the number of
airborne pollutants over recent decades,
levels of Particulate Matter (PM10),
Nitrogen Oxide (NO2) and Mono-Nitrogen
Oxides (NOx) across London, including
parts of our Borough, are still unacceptably
high. Shipping emissions, in the form of
NOx, NO2 and Sulphur (SOx), are a major
source of air pollution and the Mayor of
London’s 2010 Air Quality Strategy has
made clear their impact on air pollution in
hotspots across the capital, including
Greenwich.  I remain concerned that the
terminal will have an adverse effect on
local air quality and convinced that more
needs to be done to mitigate its impact.”

Dan Hayes, Chairman of the East
Greenwich Residents Association, has
written to  Mayor Boris Johnson asking
him to overturn the decision.

Enderby Wharf: another 
source of air pollution

Robert Gomme
We are very sorry to record
the death in June of Robert

Gomme, a long-time
member of the Westcombe

Society.  Our deepest
sympathy to his wife Helen
and the family. The funeral

took place in Devon

Other Westcombe 
Society Events

Children’s Nearly New Sale Sat 26th
September 2-4pm at Mycenae House –
support it or lose it!  Bargains galore!

If you would like a table, please call or text
Joanne on 07709 571777.  £10 members of

the Society, £12 non-members. No rails
available but, if you want to bring your
own, please do so, but space is limited.

Entrance 30p members/50p non-members.
Coffee bar open for refreshments.

The Chrysanthemum Tea for senior 
citizens on 10th October 2.00-4.00 pm at
Mycenae House. Invites will be going out
from 21st September.  If you don’t get an

invite or are new to the area and would like
to attend, please contact Caroline Owens 

on 020 8853 0948.

Quiz Night 23rd October 7.30pm for
8.00pm start at Mycenae House.

Please book your team of 6, or your place
on a team, by calling Caroline Owens on

020 8853 0948. Chicken/fish ’n chips 
may also be ordered.

WN 
reporter

Artist’s impression

Remember the summer?
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Royal Greenwich Trading Standards are
warning residents about a scam where

fraudsters are cold-calling and emailing
people claiming to be from Action Fraud and
the National Fraud Authority (NFA). The
NFA was shut down in 2013.

The fraudsters are cold-calling from with-
held numbers and contacting victims from
actionfraud999@gmail.com.They operate by:  
• Telling victims that they can obtain a
refund from a previous fraud because the 
suspect has been caught.
• Telling victims their IP address was being
used as part of fraud overseas and “remote
access” to one’s computer was needed to

rectify the issue. 
• Cold calling and claiming that victims are
entitled to refunds and bank details were
needed to transfer the money. 
Action Fraud are not affiliated with these
scammers and would never under any cir-
cumstances request information such as this.

It is easy for fraudsters to set up an email
address like gmail.com and we must be aware
that scammers can change this at any time.

If you receive a call or email that is
suspicious and you want to verify the
identity claiming to be from Action Fraud
you can call 0300 123 2040 or email
contact@actionfraud.police.uk
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emily norton All queries and 
comments to: 020 8853 2756
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distriBution  Myles dove &
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AdvertisinG MAnAGer
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contact the Westcombe society:

Westcombenews@egroups.com
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The views expressed in the Westcombe News
are not necessarily those of the Westcombe
Society or of the Editor. 
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but cannot accept any responsibility for them.
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We s t c o mbe  s o c ie t y  me mbe r s h ip

please send this membership form to: 
peter Lewins, 221 Westcombe h ill,
s e 3 7Dr

Name...........................................................

Address.......................................................

.....................................................................

t el................................................................

e mail: ........................................................

Please enclose payment as appropriate: 

Family membership                £12    [  ]
individual membership            £8 [  ]
s enior c itizens/unwaged          £4    [  ]
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COMMUNITY

Letters to the editor Any views expressed are those of the writers only, and are
not necessarily those of the WN or the Westcombe Society.

The Westcombe Society’s  
Summer Fayre EMILY NICHOLS

Bas Swarthoogt (a Dutch reader)
Parkside
Normally I'm not too overwhelmed
by the cycling policy of the council
and Transport for London, but the
cycle path which shortcuts the
journey from Vanbrugh Park to Old
Dover Road is to be welcomed.  I
used to take this shortcut anyway,
and now it is legal. 

To be honest, I don't see any
danger. Some cars stop, some give
way.  Just a matter of mutual
understanding  – often based on
eye contact - which is so often
lacking in the relationship between
car driver and cyclist on the
English roads. My question would
be: why are cars allowed to park
on Vanbrugh Park? 

The only reason I can think of
is to slow the traffic down, but it is
a misery for cyclists.

From: T. Allman   Coleraine Rd
I have to admit I don’t go into
Greenwich Park that often, despite
the fact it is so close to my place of
residence, so you can imagine how
aghast I was when I went to have a
“Jimmy Riddle” to find that the
Royal Parks have introduced a 20p
“stealth tax”  to do what comes
naturally.

I immediately thought this was
just taking the p*ss.  I later found
out that this stealth tax was intro-
duced on the 23rd March 2015.

Given my righteous indignation

at being asked to pay again for
something I have already paid for
via taxation, which was raised even
higher by the fact I’m a Socialist
Republican and this mugging was
taking place in a Royal Park, a
supposedly public space I obvious-
ly was not going to pay, so went
into nearby bushes to help water
the plants.

I have since been informed that
if you wave a bag or an item of
clothing on the other side of the 
toilet barriers, you will trigger the

sensor and gain free entry. and thus

not be mugged by the company
operating the toilet.

Of course, if this does not work,
I will take to the bushes again. So
if you hear rustling in the under-
growth, don’t look too closely, as
you may not spot the kind of
wildlife you were expecting.

From: Tim Price  Mycenae Road
I am very concerned about the
branches and debris which have
collapsed from the vacant land
opposite the station near the
Nepalese restaurant.

There are sharp ended broken
branches suspended at a height
over the pavement which would be
dangerous for anyone hurrying to
the station and at head height to a
young child running down the
road.  The danger is concealed by a
bend in the road.   I hope that the
council will do something about it.

From: Scott Bailey
Thank you for your coverage of the
new leisure centre at the ‘Heart of
Greenwich’, which mentions
“Olympic sizing.”  

Having visited the centre, I am
disappointed to report that the con-
figuration of the pool bears no rela-
tion to Olympic standards being

only 20 metres long with two shal-
low ends. It also has an uncomfort-
able ‘changing village’ which
makes changing a quite a tricky 
performance. But, very sadly, the
pool is too small for adults who are
trying to exercise – or for people
training for sports.

I would love to know exactly
how we ended up paying for such a
pointless facility. It’s practically
useless for adults and competition
swimming generally.   

From: Anne Jeffrey Humber Rd
What a great idea Mycenae Soup 
is! There are so many local com-
munity initiatives that deserve our
support.   I do hope it gets maxi-
mum support from the community.

Sadly, I am unable to attend the
event on October 2nd, but will be

making a donation, and hope that

others will follow suit. 

From: Ivy McGeorge Vanbrugh
Fields
In 1948 my brothers and sisters
took me to see a film called No

Room at the Inn. For those of us
who had an unhappy experience of
War time Evacuation it was a
brilliant film.

In late September the
Community Cinema will be
showing this classic film, long
thought to be lost. I would
encourage anyone who was an
evacuee, or teachers interested in
World  War II to join us  to see it.
Community Cinema happens every
Wednesday at Mycenae House at
8.0 pm.
Details can be found on the
Mycenae House web page
http://www.mycenaehouse.co.uk/ev
ents

PHOTOS:
Laura RowleyJuly 18th saw another successful

Westcombe Society Summer
Fayre in association with St
George's church. What better place
to spend a summer’s day than
Mycenae Gardens?

The splendid weather encour-
aged all to enjoy enthusiastically
what was on offer whilst listening
to the fantastic jazz music by Dave
Silk and his fellow musicians. 

This year the traditional games
welcomed the addition of "Smack
a Rat" – handmade by Jody
Prentice. This complemented the

coconut shy and the sack races and
the egg and spoon races. 

St. George's provided tasty
preserves and a tombola, while
Julia Scoble from Creation Station
did the craft-making, and Maddy
was the face painter. Thanks also
to Jo Berry for bringing the beauti-
ful garments made by Crafty Pear,
and to Marilyn Little for running
the Pimms stall – perhaps one of
the toughest jobs out there.  

Please join us again next year
for further fun and more tug 'o war
competitions!

WNSept2015x_WN.QXD  24/08/2015  12:09  Page 2



Westcombe News September 2015 3

LOCAL NEWS  

Don’t worry - be happy!

As  the WN announced  in July,
Mycenae House are inviting local
people to send in their  proposals

for projects that would benefit the local
community.   

Send  in your idea - and you could get
funding. But you need to send  it in by
September 15th.

It could be anyone – it could be you:
community groups, users of Mycenae
House, small charities, entrepreneurs, arts
and sports projects and individuals ...
anyone  with an interesting, small, start up
or extension project idea they wish to fund.
A great opportunity!  We floated a few
ideas for possible projects in August’s WN,
but the ball is in your court!

The best eight proposals will be chosen;
if you are one of the lucky eight, you will
be invited  to present your proposal at the
micro-granting dinner on October 2nd.
All the money raised from the evening,

including donations, will go to to fund the
winning project proposal. 

Proposing a project is easy: send it in or
bring it in by hand to Barbara Ward or
Anna Mars at Mycenae House; or if you
prefer, e-mail mycenaesoup@gmail.com

Your proposal should give brief answers
to these four questions:

Mark Johnson-Brown
Manager, Mycenae House

Mycenae Soup!
Have you got a great idea for a project that would benefit 
the local community? Need funds and resources to get it
going?   Time is running out for applications, so act now!

1.  What is your project?
2.  How does your project    

benefit the community? 
3.  What is your time frame for the 

project? (We will be asking you
to report on progress and
completion at a later date)

4.  How will you use the money 
raised from SOUP?

JOIN US FOR MYCENAE SOUP

SEE ALSO:
www.mycenaesoup.

wordpress.com
and: Twitter: 

@mycenaesoup

Watch those windows & doors
The police report that there have been a

number of daytime burglaries in base-
ment properties, many of which have sash
windows. This has occurred in this area
over the last few weeks.   The problem is
especially serious in hot weather when we
all like to open a few windows.

The police advise that all ground floor
windows, and any that an intruder could
reach by climbing,  should be made secure
by fitting key-operated window locks. 

Windows should always be locked
when there is no one at home, or when the
room is unoccupied. Whenever you go out,
you should close all the windows.

Locks to suit all window types are
available from locksmiths and DIY stores.
Anyone who has DIY skills can fit them to
most wooden frame windows.  Do not rely
on the existing sash features. 

Fit key-operated sash stops to the upper
window. The maximum window opening
should be 130mm (5").

You may need a qualified locksmith, or
the installer, to fit locks to replacement
PVC or metal frame windows. 

Use glazing mastic, not putty, to bond
replacement glass to the wooden frame for
strength. All windows an intruder could
reach should be fitted with laminated glass.
Footnote: Doors secured by just one lock
are not safe: in this area recently, an
intruder broke through a door secured by
just one Yale lock.
For further Security and crime prevention
advice please visit www.met.police.uk
Blackheath Westcombe SNT 
0208 721 2635 07920233828
Blackheath.Westcombe.SNT@met.police.uk
Emergency 999  Non Emergency 101 

Farewell, Des
We are very sorry to say goodbye to

Des Malone, head of John Roan
School.     This  comment by a Year 13
student, Katie Cuddon, in the 2013 issue
of The John Roan News, says it all:

“As a school, I have watched John
Roan undergo a considerable evolution.
This has only been possible due to Mr
Malone, the senior leadership team and the
staff. 

“I strongly believe that we have
received so much more than just a very
good academic education.  Ours is a
genuinely comprehensive school, and the
harmonious way that students and staff
from diverse backgrounds and cultures,
strive and thrive together is something the
school should be hugely proud of. The
new buildings, I think, will only add to the
brilliance of John Roan.”

Mycenae House is inviting you to an
innovative, fun, community micro-

granting dinner called ‘Mycenae Soup’ on
the evening of Friday 2nd October at
7.30pm. We’d love for you, your friends
and family to join us.

This will be a fun, social
event - dinner will be provid-
ed, the bar will be open, and
you will be entertained by
singer songwriter and all round
good egg, Rob Aldridge with
support from local poet Rosie
Johnston

So, here’s the basic idea:
You, amongst friends and others will pay
for a great night out at Mycenae House.
The food, entertainment and the venue
have been gifted or paid for by generous
local companies, so that all the moneys
raised can go directly to a local project that
will benefit the community. 

The winning project will be chosen by
you and those attending by a simple vote,
following a short presentation from each of
eight projects during the evening.

As I write, local charities, community
groups, initiatives and social entrepreneurs,
are busy proposing projects to us and the
best eight will be chosen to present to you
on the night.

More information about the project and
its inception can be found at
www.mycenaesoup.@ 
wordpress.com

So what’s not to love -
A Great Night Out, A Good
Meal, and the Support for
mutually beneficial community
projects.
Make your reservation now

with a minimum donation of £7 per
person. (we hope you can give more!)
Companies may book a table of six for a
minimum donation of £100.

Please call us on 0208 858 1749 or
email info@mycenaehouse.co.uk to
reserve places now.

Sponsored by Masons Catering, Marks
and Spencer, the Coriander Restaurant,
and Simply Food.

Doorstep scams

As a new father, I often marvel at my
daughter’s ability to sleep soundly in

buzzy restaurants, through the drone of the
hoover or the shriek of sudden sirens. 

Somewhere in middle age, many of us
lose this ability, regularly tossing and turn-
ing through the small hours. It’s worry that
keeps us from sleeping like a baby. Worry
about getting old, money, our health, or
what will happen to our loved ones when
we’re gone... 

Well the best way to deal with these
night-time fears is to start planning now.
Planning for later life is a complicated
business, so good, clear information is
critical. That’s why I’m dedicating my next
seminars to this complex topic. 

I’ll be covering a number of areas:
•  How to get the most out of your pension 

and investments
•  Why you should always make a will 

and a power of attorney
•  How to release money from your 

property
•  How to minimise Inheritance Tax
•  How to fund long-term care

So if worry is keeping you awake, come
and join us for a common sense overview
of the issues and what to do about them
over a restorative cuppa and a slice of
cake. And take your first steps towards
sleeping soundly again.
“Financial Planning for Later Life” is
running at Mycenae House at various
times on 22nd September. To book a place
call 0203 675 9050 or email
events@ginkgofinancial.com 
Daren Wallbank AFPS Certs CII (MP &
ER) is a Chartered Financial Planner
and owner of Ginkgo Financial.  

Daren
Wallbank

Siebert Road
Cllr. Cherie Parker has told the WN: “Senior

officers have now met with TfL and have
re-iterated the council's and residents’ concerns
about noise on Siebert Rd.    As a result, TfL
agreed to undertake noise surveys in July with a
view to looking into the feasibility of installing
a noise barrier or other mitigation.”

She adds:
“We expect to have the results of the

feasibility study later this summer, and will then
discuss with TfL whether improvements can be
made as part of the proposed Silvertown tunnel
or another project.”

Residents are giving this news a cautious
welcome: they have been campaigning for years
on this issue, so far to no avail.   Other issues –
such as the damage to  property caused by the
heavy traffic that passes every day, and air (and
visual) pollution)  – remain unresolved.

Supported by

www.mycenaehouse.co.uk
02088581749

90 Mycenae Rd, Blackheath Standard, SE3 7SE 400yds to Westcombe Park Train Station  Free Parking

Go See/Go Do
Over 120 things to Do and See each week

Learning, Concerts, Workshops, Exhibitions, Training,
Workouts, Parties , Lectures, Social Events, Childrens

and Family Activities, Seniors, Clubs and Societies.

‘This place is buzzing’
Time Out

www.mycenaehouse.co.uk  02088581749

Mycenae House Community Centre is limbering up  
for a busy autumn! Among the events on offer  are:

10th September - Bach to Baby family concert - 4pm

11th September - JazzNights feat. Paul Taylor - 
8.30pm

18th September - International Day of Peace music 
event by Global Fusion Arts - 7.30pm

25th September - Westcombe Society MacMillan 
Coffee Morning - 10am

25th September - Icarus Acoustic Club feat:
Cadbury Hicks - 7.30pm

The Council warns that
scammers are again target-

ing houses in Greenwich,
Recently, two men wearing hi-
visibility tabards knocked on
the door of a local householder
claiming that his chimney
needed repairing due to a damp
problem. 

One of the men took the
resident into the garden to look
at the chimney, while the other
went into the house and
sprayed water in a corner,  in
order to lend credence to their
claim.

The pair asked for a £4,800
deposit – but when he said
that he did not have that kind
of money, they offered to
arrange  a personal loan of
£2,00.   

Suspicious, the resident
called the Royal Borough’s
Trading Standards neighbour-

hood response team, who
arrived in time to intervene,
contact the police and scotch
their plan.

Trading Standards officers
installed a ‘True Call’ device to
cut down nuisance phone calls
and presented information on
the council’s What Trader?
scheme, which gives details on
local reputable traders.

In another case, a resident
who was the victim of a series
of scams was tricked into
spending more than £50,000
over a period of some 26
years. It seems that fraudsters
shared her contact details with
other fraudsters.
If you think you may have been
scammed, contact the Citizens
Advice consumer service on 034
5404 0506, or ring the Trading
Standards Response Team on
8921 8223.
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FEATURES: THE ARTS
Pre-Raphaelite Revival

The parish church of St Margaret of
Antioch, Lee, built between 1839 and

1841 in a simple early Victorian style (by
the Norwich architect John Brown), with
lavish interior decoration carried out
between 1875 and 1900, is regarded as one
of the best preserved examples of a deco-
rated gothic revivalist interior in London.

Where better, one might ask, for a Pre-
Raphaelite display?

A new joint venture to promote the
visual arts across the Borough of
Lewisham, particularly amongst teenagers,
will open its first exhibition in September
using stunning state-of-the-art light box
technology.

This free Talk About…Art (TAA) exhi-
bition features the Pre-Raphaelites and will
run in the nave of St Margaret’s Church,
Lee, from 12 September to 23 October in
partnership with pupils and staff of nearby
St Matthew Academy.

A series of future art exhibitions, are
also planned,  involving  more schools.

The first exhibition takes a fascinating
journey through the paintings of Rossetti,
Millais, Hunt and other artists inspired by
the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, a group of
English painters, poets and critics they
founded in 1848

Nine 2m by 2.5m light boxes will dis-
play a wide selection of images in 18 pan-
els, each containing a dedicated Quick

Response code giving information about
the paintings depicted and captions that
provide a brief summary of the date and
provenance of each one. 

Selected panels displaying a Layar logo
can also be scanned, giving access to some
Augmented Reality video footage provided
by pupils of St Matthew Academy. 

The exhibition is open between 1000
and 1400 on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays, stewarded by St Matthew pupils
and visited by local schools, and between
1030 and 1630 on Saturdays when the
schools will not be involved.

Up to three exhibitions a year are
planned, covering photography and design,
as well as painting and sculpture from the
Pre-Renaissance masters to contemporary
artists such as Tracey Emin and Banksy.

Project Convener and Director Sir Ian
Mills said: “We want to demonstrate how
local people of all ages and backgrounds
can work together with ambition to profes-
sional standards on a creative, educational
and fulfilling endeavour at a time of
unprecedented austerity.”
The joint venture partners are the Borough
of Lewisham, St Matthew Academy, St
Margaret’s, St Laurence, Catford, and lead-
ing members of the Blackheath communi-
ty. Follow their activities on www.talka-
boutart.co.uk or on Twitter #TalkAboutArt
and on and Facebook at Talk-About-Art.

Our community channel

Blackheath Halls Community Opera in
July  – its ninth – was  possibly the

best yet.  As usual, children and adults
joined  professional singers in a fully-
staged performance of Mozart’s Idomineo.

Ever since the first community opera
mounted at the Halls – Carmen – local
audiences have come to expect the best,
and were not disappointed this time. 

Idomineo is generally regarded as the
first of Mozart’s great operas, displaying a
maturity, and a passion, that  enchanted
audiences ever since it was first performed
in January 1781 just after his 25th birthday.
It was received with acclamation.  In the
words of the Elector of Mannheim,  Carl
Theodor,  “who could believe that such
great things could exist in so small a
head?”

Without going into the details of the
plot,  the opera highlights, in the aftermath
of the Trojan war, two love stories: the
love between Idamante and Ilia – but more
movingly, the love between father and son.

Mark Wilde (Idomineo), Sam Furness
(Idamante) Rebecca Bottone (Ilia) and
Kirstin Sharpin (Electra)  gave brilliant
sung (and acted) performances, backed up
by William Johnstone Davies (Arbace) and
Pauls Putnins (the voice of Poseidon.)

Their performances were enhanced by
Blackheath Halls Opera Chorus  (with
additional volunteers) as well as a faultless
performance by Blackheath Halls
Orchestra, directed by Nicholas Jenkins.

Opera “in the round”, as this production
was, is always a challenge to  designers
and set creators,  and designer Rachel
Szmukler and her team displayed great
creativity in rising to this challenge.

It was also a joy to see  pupils from
Greenvale Mulgrave  and Beecroft Garden
Schools,  and Charlton Park Academy
playing an enthusiastic part in a production
that I am sure they will remember for the
rest of their lives. Well done, Blackheath
Halls.  N.G.

Another operatic triumph

Markson Pianos come home: to Mycenae House

Mycenae House is delighted
to announce a new sponsor

and partner, Markson Pianos, who
have generously gifted a magnifi-
cent Danemann 9ft Grand piano to
the Blackheath community centre
and cultural venue.

Markson Pianos, the UK’s
leading and most reputable piano
supplier, have long historic con-
nections with Greenwich.  It was
founded in Woolwich in 1910 and
ran their business from there until
the 1970s. 

Simon Markson, grandson of
founder Louis, has been looking
for the right way to re-engage
with South East London and to
honour his family’s commitment
to the area lasting over a hundred
years. He says he is delighted to

be  working with Mycenae House
to support the development of its
live music programme and educa-
tional work.

Now based in Central London,
Markson sell, maintain, restore
and hire the finest pianos around

London – including  Concert
Halls, West End theatres, TV and
film studios and to a wide range
of customers including Joolz
Holland, The Royal Albert Hall,
the BBC, National Theatre and
Arsenal Football Club.   

I recently visited the work-
shops of Markson Pianos to see
the 9ft piano being prepared

before its delivery. The piano will
be put to use in the centre’s busy
schedule of concerts which
includes the legendary Jazz Nights
Club run by Dave Silk, who is
himself a collector of over 50
pianos and the very man who
fostered the relationship between
Mycenae House and Markson
Pianos.

Mycenae House is hoping to
attract local superstar pianist
Joolz Holland to drop by for a
quick tinkle on the new ivories to
help bed her in. The Danemann
piano is believed to be one of only
three 9ft concert grands in the
whole of South East London.
* Mark is the manager of
Mycenae House, the community
centre in Mycenae Road.  

MARK JOHNSON-BROWN
reports

We're delighted to announce that The
Greenwich Show be transmitting its

second series, dubbed #Series2MadeBy
You, on Community Channel. 

The first episode was aired on Sunday
23rd August. The other programmes  will
be on at 7.30pm on the three following
Sundays and  repeated on
Wednesdays at 9.00 and Fridays
at 4.30pm.

This new series (with the tag-line
'Made by You') of the community-made
programme will feature more people, more
stories and more episodes than last year's
series.

The Greenwich Show presenter, Robert
Gray, said: “Not only are we including
more businesses and local people in this
new series, but we've also increased the
numbers of community reporters, camera
operators and filmmakers in our voluntary
team”

"The passion of everyone, in-front and
behind the camera, to promote all that is
good about Greenwich, through creative

filmmaking, really shines through, but we
really couldn't make this series without the
contributions from local residents.”

Community Channel is the only channel
for communities, charities and local sto-
ries, owned by charity Media Trust.
Patrick Hurst, the Channel Manager,  said:

“We are absolutely delighted to be
broadcasting The Greenwich Show.
It is very important to us that local

communities are given a voice, and that is
exactly what The Greenwich Show does.”
More details of the episodes will be
released in the coming weeks.
CONTACT: Twitter: @GreenwichShow
#greenwichshow  Tel.07751 235 414
Web: www.thegreenwichshow.co.uk  
Community Channel broadcasts on
Freeview HD 63, Sky 539, Virgin 233,
freesat 651 with catch-up through our
website, YouTube, BT TV, TVPlayer,
TVGuide, and BBC iPlayer.
You can see 2014's episodes on our website
www.thegreenwichshow.co.uk and our
YouTube channel. 

Ian Ramsdale

Global Fusion Music & Arts (GFMA)
will be celebrating this year’s

International Day of Peace with an exciting
evening of music at Mycenae House 90
Mycenae Rd, London SE3 7SE on Friday
18th September 7.30-10.30.  

Topping the bill will be the legendary
guitarist John Etheridge, John rightly
enjoys a glowing reputation throughout the
jazz world and beyond and has been
described by Pat Metheny as “one of the
best guitarists in the world.” 

He is a prodigiously gifted and creative
player whose approach to music can only
be described as 'eclectic' as he refuses to
accommodate or even acknowledge
artificial musical boundaries. John spent
years of touring and recording with the
iconic Stephane Grappelli – and with the
legendary jazz-fusion group, The Soft
Machine. 

John has played with John Williams,
Yehudi Menuhin, Dizzie Gillespie, Herb
Ellis, Mundell Lowe, Nigel Kennedy,  and
countless others. John is also an outstand-
ing composer and audiences often demand
that he plays more of his own material.

Starting the evening off with style will
be local folk artist Chris Harrison who will
be performing songs from his new album
'Carols from the Coalfields Volume 2',
released on the GFMA record label and
following on from the great success of his
first album last September. 

The songs from both albums have been
written by Chris from the poetry of his
Great, Great, Grandfather Joseph Skipsey,
a miner and poet in Northumberland.
Carols from the Coalfields was the title of
a collection of poems published in 1886
by Joseph Skipsey (1832-1903),  a self -
educated coal miner who became known as
'The Pitman Poet'.

GFMA Project Manager Louisa Le
Marchand said, “This year we have been
putting on events all over the borough and
this will be our first event in Mycenae
House, so we have chosen two amazing
artists to perform.” 
Ticket price £10 available on
www.wegottickets.com £9 concessions
available on the door from 7pm
Info 020 8858 9497 
www.globalfusionarts.co.uk

International Day of Peace
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BLACKHEATH SOCIETY
Sat 19th & Sun 20th Sept.  Neil Rhind’s historic
walk of Blackheath, part of the Open House weekend
INDUSTRIAL HISTORY SOCIETY
15th Sept.  Neil Bennett on the Merryweathers of
Greenwich  The Old Bakehouse, Bennett Park, SE3.
Parking in the station car park. Non-members £1.
BLACKHEATH FLOWER ARRANGING 
SOCIETY  Meets third Friday  of the month in
Mycenae House. Next meeting: Sept 18th    Iris
Shaw talks on  – FACETS OF MY LIFE Contact:
siancaroline@googlemail.com.
WESTCOMBE WOODLANDS OPEN DAY
Sun. Oct. 4th 10.00 am - 4.00 pm All Welcome!
Entrance: Next volunteer date: 5th Sept.
BLACKHEATH BRIDGE CLUB duplicate sessions
in Mycenae House Mon. & Thurs. 7.15 pm & on Wed.
at 1.15  Tel. 8851 2609                                                                 
BLACKHEATH & GREENWICH WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE: First Wednesday of every month at
7.30 pm at Sunfields Methodist Church, Old Dover
Road,  SE3 8SJ eileenflanagan194@btinternet.com  
GLOBAL FUSION MUSIC & ARTS 8858 9497 
Free workshops Fortnightly Tuesday & Friday
evenings 7.30 - 8.30 at Mascalls Meeting Rooms off
Victoria Way Charlton SE7 7TT: Tai Chi. Singing,
Drumming, Writers’ Group, African Dance 
FRIDAY 18th Sept.  Global Fusion  concert  
to  celebrate INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE
Mycenae House 7.30 pm
ENGLISH FOLK MUSIC 9.00pm every 
Tuesday  at the Lord pub, Creek Road; jazz 
MYCENAE HOUSE
Second Friday every month: JAZZ NIGHTS
featuring Domic Ashworth & Laura Iacovini:
Candlelit musical event occurring on the second
Friday each month during 2015. Backed by the Phil
Mead Trio hosted by Dave Silk. For info contact Dave
on: 01689875683 or visit www.jazznights.co.uk

BLACKHEATH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS
SOCIETY, St Mary’s Church Hall, Cresswell Park,
Blackheath  4th Thursday of every month, 2.00 for
2.30. Next meeting  24th September DESIGN AT
THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN  Non-members £5   
GREENWICH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS
SOCIETY King William Court, the University of
Greenwich  Next lecture: Mon. Sept 14th.  8.00 pm
“Mirrors of Stone: The Art of Greek & Roman
Mosaics”, to be given by Dr Paul Roberts. 020 8852
7873 Non-members £8.00. Annual membership £60.
MADE IN GREENWICH GALLERY 8293 9823
www.madeingreenwich.co.uk 324 Creek Rd SE10.
A changing display of local artworks, cards and
poetry books  Open 11 - 5.30 Tuesday - Sunday and
Bank Holidays 7.00 pm  FREE
GREENWICH GALLERY Peyton Place SE10 8RS
Mon-Friday 9.30-5.30 weekends 12-4pm. Free. 
BLACKHEATH HALLS
2nd - 29th Sept. AT THE WATERS EDGE
Exhibition of oils & pastels by Christiana Angelini
Monday  - Friday 10.00am - 5.00 pm TRINITY LABAN at St ALFEGE CHURCH

Recitals on Thursdays at 1.05: 3rd, 10th,
17th. & 24th. September 
FRIENDS OF GREENWICH PARK
Sun. 20th Sept. Sunday afternoon concert at the
Greenwich Park bandstand    Lewisham Concert
Band.   3.00pm. Free.

coMMunitY

tHeAtreArts

SHERINGTON CHILDREN’S CENTRE
DAD’S STAY AND PLAY session every Wednesday
9.30-11.30 Sherington Childrens Centre, all Home
Dads welcome. Address: 14 Sherington Road,
Charlton SE7 7JW (0208 853 0900). Continues even
in school holidays and half-term. Contact Dan Hall
on daniel.hall1985@hotmail.co.uk for more details.
www.selondondads.org.uk

cHildren & FAMilY

Printing in Blackheath 
since 1978

From your ideas or Artwork
we can print at a 
reasonable cost:
• Business cards 

• Invoices • Letterheads 
• Books • Brochures  

• Forms • Invites 
• Wedding StationAry

1a Lizban s t
b lackheath, London  s e 3 8s s

t el: 020 8853 2268
e mail: dave@trojanpress.co.uk

www.trojanpress.com

Fri  25th Sept Macmillan Biggest Coffee Morning 
Sat 26th Sept   Nearly New Sale 
Sat  10th Oct.   Chrysanthemum Tea
Fri   23rd Oct.  Quiz Night

Please ring  Joanne on 07709 571777 if you would
like to help out on any of these events!

tHe WestcoMBe societY

THE GREENWICH THEATRE Crooms Hill,
Greenwich, London SE10 8ES 020 8858 7755
1st - 5th September  THE TALENTED MISTER
RIPLEY Based on Patricia Highsmith’s novel
8th - 12th September William Shakespeare’s
ROMEO & JULIET
LONDON THEATRE 443 New Cross Road, Outer
London, SE14 6TA (Near New Cross Station) 
Box office 0208 694 1888  
Tues 29th - Wed 30th Sept. A WOMAN OF NO
IMPORTANCE
THE CHURCHILL THEATRE High St, Bromley,
Kent BR1 1HA   0844 871 7620
Until Sept 5th: LOVE ME TENDER
Tues Sept 7th - Sat 12th.  COMEDY AVENUE Q
Tues 15th - Sat 19th. PUTTIN’ ON THE RITZ
Sun 20th Sept. THAT’LL BE THE DAY

AGE EXCHANGE
BOOK SALES: on the second Saturday every month
(except August & December) 10.00 am - 4.00 pm.
Next book sale: Sat 12th Sept.
St CHRISTOPHER’S HOSPICE Friday 18th Sept.
1.00 - 3.00 pm Speaker: Anna Somerset  Free for
Friends of AE. £5.00 for guests. Refreshments inc.
TRIP: PENSHURST PLACE & HEVER CASTLE
8.45 - 6.30 pm Coach from Age Exchange 
LUNCHTIME CONCERTS: 
the last Friday of every month by Trinity Laban 
students except July August & December.   Free, but
a retiring collection in aid of Age Exchange & the
Village  Library. Next concert: Friday 25th Sept.  12
noon.

Learning is fun
St Olave’s is a Prep School in
New Eltham for boys and girls
aged 3-11 years

Tel: 020 8294 8930
www.stolaves.org.uk

! Broad, child-centred curriculum
! Excellent results in the 11+
selection

! Clubs, outings and residential
trips

! Excellent pastoral care
! Small classes
! Specialist staff for PE, IT, Music,
French and Drama

! Sibling fee reduction
! Before and after school care

Music

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL and 
CORPORATE FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Investments - Pensions - Estate Planning
2 Charlton Road. Blackheath Standard
London   SE3 7EX (T) 020 3417 9760

email:  enquiries@gswealth.co.uk
website:  www.gswealth.co.uk.

HELPING  YOU PLAN YOUR  FUTURE
Grant Saw Wealth Management Ltd. is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

Grant Saw Wealth Management Limited

ART

talk about...
PRE-RAPHAELITES

A new and exciting 

exhibition enhanced by 

Augm
ented Reality

St Margaret’s Church, Lee, 
Lee Terrace, London SE13 5DN
 
12 September to 23 October 2015 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays only  10.00am until 2.00pm
Saturdays 10.00am until 4.00pm 

ART
Blackheath 
◆ Assembly ◆

To book a group visit and fi nd out how schools can 
become talk about...ART partners in future 
exhibitions contact us at 
melanie@mjassocs.demon.co.uk

SPORT
Sat 12th September  Football: CHARLTON v.
ROTHERHAM  The Valley 3.00 pm
Tues.  15th September  Football: CHARLTON v.
HUDDERSFIELD  The Valley 7.45 pm

ISI Inspection - "EXCELLENT" IN ALL AREAS (HIGHEST GRADE) 2014

T. 020 8293 1331
E. secretary@pointers-school.co.uk W. www.pointers-school.co.uk

  First class examination results 
 Organic food
  Breakfast club and after school care 
(8am–6pm)

 Christian Evangelical in ethos
  Numerous extra-curricular clubs  
(Archery to Horse Riding)

 Large variety of outdoor and PE activities
  The Brazilian Kickers – teaching football  
the Brazilian way

  Holiday Club (Christmas, Easter,  
Summer and half-term)

The Pointer School
(Blackheath)

OFSTED Inspection  - "OUTSTANDING" IN ALL AREAS 2008

BLACKHEATH HALLS 020 8463 0100
Wed. 30th Sept 8.00 pm | Recital Room  Patricia
Duncker Professor of Contemporary Literature at
Manchester University introduces and discusses her
latest novel Sophie and The Sibyl. – a compelling
Victorian novel  £10.00 inc. a glass of wine

LITERATURE

Your neighbourhood church 
on Glenluce Road

Services on:
Sundays 11.00 am  
Wednesdays  8.30 am   

Wednesdays at 12.30 pm   
Soup Lunch and Fellowship

Revd Tim Yeager, Team Vicar  
Tel. 07804 614245    Website: 

http://www.st-georges-westcombe-park.org.uk/

S   George’s
WESTCOMBE  PARK

SEPTEMBER 22nd - OCTOBER 24th.

WEST GREENWICH LIBRARY

GREENWICH HIGH ROAD  020 8858 4289
http://terryscales.blogspot.co.uk
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Westcombe park  dental  practice
Treatments Available

Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants

Invisalign

Smile Makeovers

Tooth Colouring Fillings

Anti-Wrinkle Treatments & Dermal Fillings

13 Station Crescent, 
Westcombe Park, London SE3 7EQ  Tel. 0208 8533304 Fax: 0208 8581784

Westcombe Park 

13 Station Crescent, Westcombe 

Park, London SE3 7EQ

Tel. 0844 375 6996

Fax. 0208 858 1784 

Treatments Available

Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants

Invisalign

Smile Makeovers

Tooth Coloured Fillings

Anti-wrinkle Treatments and Dermal Fillers

Located next to Westcombe Park Train Station

Help out at the dell!
Volunteers are sought for the Woodland Dell Clean-up

Now the library in  Greenwich Square
at the foot of Vanbrugh Hill is in

operation, the old East Greenwich Library
near the  big intersection with the A102
has become redundant.  

The council is planning to sell it to the
highest bidder.  Any purchaser will be
required to respect its Grade II listed
building status in future plans. The Friends
of East Greenwich library are protesting
against the sale of the building.

“We think this building should be used
for the benefit of local people to whom it
was gifted by Àndrew Çarnegie,” says
Terry Wheeler, speaking on behalf of the
association.   

He argues that numerous community
organisations could find a good use for it. 

The campaign is supported by the
Greenwich Society, the East Greenwich
Residents Ássociation, the Greenwich
Pensioners Forum and a large number of
local residents.

Jonathen Chandler of the Greenwich
Society told the WN: “In support of both
More2 childcare and the Friends of East
Greenwich Library, we have nominated 

East Greenwich Library to be considered
by the local authority as an Asset of
Community Value.”  It is not clear what
legal force this has, but the building is in a
very poor state of repair, so anyone  
buying it would have their work cut out.

A spokeswoman for the Council said
that the TitleDeeds confirm that there are
no restrictions on future use.  Terry
Wheeler told the WN that it would appear
that there was a covenant preventing the
sale of the building, but the council have
been unable to locate this. 

“Therefore they think this  gives them
the right to sell this lovely building.”

East Greenwich library

The Woodland Dell is
part of Mycenae
Gardens – the wood-

land area just north of the
gardens.  It is a Site of Nature
Conservation Importance but
it has become neglected and
the local community are
largely unaware of its nature
conservation status or the
wildlife within. 

The Friends of Mycenae
Gardens have been awarded a
Capital Clean-up grant to
change attitudes towards this
woodland space and make it
loved, respected and  valued
as a wildlife habitat and to
improve its biodiversity. We
can only do this if we have
the active support of the
community.

There will be three
volunteer days in September.
Do do please join in!

Who is organising the
work?
The work is being organised
by The Friends of Mycenae
Gardens, in consultation with
the Royal Borough of
Greenwich. This will be a
friendly and constructive way
to meet with others and to
share the work.

What is involved?
We will be clearing the
perimeter path of dog mess,
brambles and nettles. We will
also be improving the
entrance area by preparing the

ground along the entrance
wall for autumn planting of
native hedgerow shrubs  – and
replacing the existing waste
bins. The plan is to make
ready the ground around the
Beaconsfield Road and
Mycenae Road entrances for
spring bulbs and woodland
plants.

We also  intend to provide
an illustrated information
board of wildlife commonly
seen in the Dell as a guide for
visitors.

When is the work taking
place?
We are looking for volunteers
on all or any of the days listed
below – and look forward  to
sharing refreshments with
those who volunteer! 
Sunday 13 September
from 10:00 - 15:00
Sunday 20 September 
from 10:00 - 15:00
Sunday 27 September
from 10:00 - 15:00

How to volunteer
Please register on the web-
page below. 
You can choose to volunteer
on any day and can attend
just part of a day if you pre-
fer.

https://speedvolunteer.lon-
don.gov.uk/opportunities/efdb
c0fb-2573-4cd3-931c-
4108445b09da

or send an email or enquiry
to friendsofmycenaegar-
dens@gmail.com

The entrance from Mycenae
Road           PHOTOS: Tim Hoe

Basement development (and exten-
sion) has become a  hot issue in

some parts of London.  In central
London, basements are being turned
into swimming pools and living accom-
modation, and  there are complaints
that such developments are having a
deleterious  effect on adjoining proper-
ties – particularly when they  extend
beneath  the street.

There are concerns that such  issues
are becoming relevant in Greenwich.

Cllr Cherie Parker  made enquiries
on this issue, and received the follow-
ing reply from a council spokesman:

“The current situation is that Policy
DH1 of the Core Strategy states that all
developments, which includes basement
development, must provide a positive
relationship between the proposed and
existing urban context by taking
account of existing character and town-
scape including topography, landscape,
architecture, established layout, scale,
height and bulk of the existing town-
scape. 

“This policy along with policy
DH(a) provide enough steer for plan-
ners to assess and take decisions on
applications for basements, either as
part of new build development or as
extensions.

“Planners are also able to condition
planning consents to resolve a range of
concerns with basement developments.

“In addition, a Residential
Extensions Supplementary Planning
Document (SPD), is currently being
prepared.  Once this is adopted, it will
provide further guidance on basements,
including in conservation areas and
listed buildings.

“Finally the Council has been carry-
ing out a consultation on the local
information requirements for planning
applications.  Subject to the outcome of
this consultation which closed on 22nd
June, the list will require further infor-
mation to be provided at the application
stage in order to validate a planning
application.  

“A basement assessment would need
to be provided which would need to
consider the impact of the development
on flooding, ground water, stability and
structure.The Langton Way Association
will of course be consulted on the
Residential Extensions SPD...”

Cll Cherie Parker told the WN that
the outcome of the Local Information
consultation will be presented to the
Cabinet in September.

Thinking of developing
your basement? 

Over the weekend of 12th and 13th
September the OnBlackheath

festival promises a celebration of
music, food, magic, and arts, and a vast
array of entertainment and  activities
for  families and friends.

The line up on Saturday includes
Elbow, Manic Street Preachers, Anna
Calvi and Jack Savoretti.  Sunday’s
line-up includes Seun Kuti, Madness,
Kelis, Eska, and Laura Mvula.

On Sunday too there is a special
performance from the cast of Sunny
Afternoon, the hit West End musical
that tells the story of The Kinks. 

Tickets are available for the whole
weekend, or for just the Saturday or
Sunday, and those aged twelve and
under  get in free.

OnBlackheath

Tim Hoe
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Planning applications can be
viewed in the library,  or at the
Woolwich Library on the lower
ground floor of the Woolwich
Centre, 35 Wellington St. They
may also be viewed on www. green-
wich.gov.uk/planning

ENVIRONMENT
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The Silvertown Tunnel: 
to charge, or not to charge?

Susan Clark Interiors

Susan Clark Interiors 

113 Humber Rd
London SE3 7LW

Construction to complete renovation
Project Management • Interior Design

Upholstery • Joinery • Lighting
Curtains • Blinds • Paint

Antique Furniture • Gifts • Cards
sales@susanclarkinteriors.com
www.susanclarkinteriors.com

0208 305 2299

The main reason not to accept tolls on our tunnels to north of the
river is that such tolls are wrong – and I will explain why later.

But another reason is that they cannot achieve a good result.
I would have thought it was generally accepted that traffic which

uses the Blackwall Tunnel needs to be regulated.  I would also have
thought that most people would agree we need to cut the heavy
lorries and we need to reduce long-distance traffic using the tunnel
as a through road.  Tolls will not discourage them.   

Transport planners need to think more about creatively control-
ling them – instead of proposing the Silvertown Tunnel which will
encourage them!  Large heavy-haulage companies will pay the tolls
as will long-distance travellers. But tolls will hurt and discourage
small local businesses on marginal costs, local people wanting to
visit family or leisure events, and people who HAVE to drive to get
to work or to do their job. They will hit the small and local traffic –
and encourage the unwanted through traffic. 

Of course we should also encourage more public transport – and
TfL need to take their heads out of the sand as far as more flexible
bus routes are concerned – they are currently saying they can’t put
more buses on, to provide a public transport alterative, because too
many people are using their cars! How about sorting out the buses
instead of another tunnel which will add even more traffic – and
they could add a proper rail link from the Dome to Charlton, while
they are at it.

However, tolls are just wrong – and unfair.   In the nineteenth
century most bridges over the Thames in West and Central London
had tolls on them.  This was thought to be wrong and the City of
London paid to buy the tolls from the owners so that bridges were
free.  They also said this was unfair to east London – we should
have free crossings too – so the London County Council provided
our Free Ferry, and built the Rotherhithe, the Blackwall and the two
foot tunnels, all to be free.   They built them to high standards for
the people of East London – and have we all forgotten the concept
of public provision for the public good?

You could – I suppose – put all the tolls back on all the bridges
in central London – don’t let TfL wriggle out of it!!   If they argue
against tolls on bridges – remember they could apply the same
arguments against tolls on tunnels here.

The primary reason for having a toll is that if the Tunnel is
built without charging, the additional capacity is likely to

generate a lot of additional traffic.
This would mean that although the terrible morning congestion

on the A102 might be much reduced, there will be increased
congestion over many other parts of the road network, including
local approach roads.  In particular, the evening southbound
queues could get very much worse, as traffic from two tunnels
converge.  Thus the overall level of congestion, and the
accompanying air pollution, will most likely get worse, although
somewhat redistributed. 

The primary purpose of charging is therefore to ensure that
there is no significant increase in overall traffic levels so that the
potential benefits of additional capacity to reduce congestion (and
pollution) can be fully realised.  In particular, this will allow a
huge improvement in the reliability of affected bus services, and
encourage the introduction of a range of new cross-river routes,
thus making the alternatives to car use more attractive.

The most obvious, though subsidiary, reason for charging is to
pay for the building of the new tunnel.  This is particularly the
case given the current restraint on other central and London
government funds.  A further advantage of having an independent
source of funding is that it increases the chances of arguing for
some public money to fund improvements in pedestrian, cycling
and public transport links.

The arguments relating to long-distance traffic may seem
valid – but how do you cut traffic which is coming from a dis-
tance?  Whatever method you used, would it make enough differ-
ence to deal with the morning congestion?

Arguably the best solution would be to accept charging for the
Tunnel as part of a more widely-based system covering  both tolls
on other crossings and more general congestion charging over the
wider London road network. But whilst limited charging for other
local crossings is still a possibility, anything more substantial
must surely be a long way off.  

Many observers have long argued that an extension to the
congestion-charge zone is inevitable in the longer term: in which
case, one would hope that toll-charges would be included . . . 

The case for the toll
Dick Allard writes:

The case against the toll
Mary Mills writes:

Controversy continues over whether or not a new cross-river tunnel should be constructed to ease congestion in and around the
Blackwall Tunnel.  Some argue that it will ease congestion, and therefore pollution; others argue that more roads always mean more
traffic.

In  the discussion below, readers might think that the Silvertown Tunnel is “a done deal.” However, the Silvertown Tunnel is not
inevitable.  Government sometimes seems like an unstoppable monolith, and many already feel powerless, for instance following the
IKEA outline planning decision.  But there is the statutory consultation yet to come, and the planning application itself, and a London
mayoral campaign for May 2016:  so there is quite a strong chance of being able to influence decisions on road crossings for East and
South-East London.  Following consultation with Westcombe Society members, the WS has expressed serious doubts about the wisdom
of building the Silvertown Tunnel, unless various conditions were satisfied (such as reduced pollution). 

A new tunnel is certainly going to be expensive, and one proposal is that there should be a toll charge like that for the Dartford
Crossing. Dick Allard and Mary Mills argue the case for and against:

A & A LANDSCAPES
Landscape Specialists

Free advice &           Qualified 
estimates horticulturalist

All aspects of soft & hard landscaping
work carried out including

* Maintenance  *Site clearance
* Turfing  * Tree surgery

* Fencing   * Patios  
* Brickwork

Tel. 020 8318 2530

Woodlands Farm is situated on
Shooters Hill.  With 89 acres, it is

the largest city farm in the UK.  
Hannah Forshaw, the farm’s Education

Officer, told the WN: “We are part of the
Natural England Higher Level Stewardship
Scheme.  Our education programme
attracts visitors from pre-school to third-
age groups.  The Trust aims to involve a
wide range of people in the community in
farming and conservation, helping to
bridge the current town-country divide.”

Many people enjoyed  Woodland
Farm’s  “bat walks” in August. There is
one more chance to enjoy  a bat walk on
September 3rd, starting  at 7.30 pm.

“This is a great opportunity to find out
more about bats,” said Hannah Forshaw.
“You will need sturdy footwear, suitable
outdoor clothing and a torch.  This activity
is not recommended for children under 6.”
£5 per adult and £3 per child.  Booking is
essential. To book call 020 8319 8900.
For more information, see our website or
contact Hannah Forshaw on
education@thewoodlandsfarmtrust.org 

Woodlands Farm is  open 9.30am-
4.30pm, Tuesday-Sunday (except Christmas
Day).  There is no entry charge except for
special events, though donations are always
welcome.  Nearest tube: North Greenwich
Nearest station: Welling  Buses: 486 and 89

Woodlands
Farm

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Check Out Our NEW Website:  wristworthheating.weebly.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 Doors Cars, 5 Door Cars, Transit Connect, Short Wheel Base Transit, Long Wheel Base Transit and Luton with tail 
lift available. 

£200.00 Security Deposit 
100 Miles included per day 

Liable Excess of Collision Damage up to £500.00 we do offer a wavier 
Check out our website or call us for a full price list 

 

The Greenworks, 145 Nathan Way, Thamesmead, London, SE28 0AB 
0208-858-7211 

 

 

MEfA  Montessori Weekly 
Family Programme (during term time) at Montessori House, 135 Westcombe   
Hill, Blackheath, SE3 7DP  A  ll enquiries  0771 0433994
Tuesday 3:30-5:30 After-school Nurture  Group  @ Mycenae House 
Wednesday 9:30-11:30 Preschool, 1:30-  2:30    
Baby Montessori,  2.00:45-3:45  

Toddler Montessori @ Montessori House Thursday 1:00-3:00 
Montessori  Afternoons  @ Montessori House

The Friends of Royal Greenwich
Heritage Trust are pleased to

announce the success of their first
public event – an evening with
renowned architectural historian Dr
Claire Gapper, held at Charlton
House.  

Dr Claire Gapper told the audience
“Charlton House contains some of the
best early Jacobean plasterwork to
survive.  Nothing survives from the
royal palaces of the time so a courtier
house like Sir Adam Newton’s shows
us how magnificent they must have
been”

The Friends of Royal Greenwich
Heritage Trust are dedicated to

supporting and raising funds and
public awareness about the Trust and
its conservation work and plan more
public events such as this.

Tracy Stringfellow, Chief
Executive of Royal Greenwich
Heritage Trust said  “Dr Claire’s talk
was a huge success, and generated a
great deal of interest in the building.
We also received a number of
enquiries from members of the public
who wish to become members” 

Friends of Greenwich Heritage
Trust  is currently recruiting new
members.   For an application form
contact info@rght.org.uk. 

Support our Heritage    Emma Snead

Greenwich Ecology Park has won a
“Green Flag” award from Keep

Britain Tidy. The Park is made up of four
acres of freshwater habitat and is home to a
fascinating array of wildlife. Since 2002
the Ecology Park has been open to the
public and has become an established and
bio-diverse urban wetland.
Ecology Park Gatehouse,Thames Path, John
Harrison Way, SE10 OQZ Tel.  020 8293 1904

Green Flag for Ecology Park
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MARKET PLACE please send ads for the Market place with payment

by the 10th day of the preceding month to: 

Marilyn little, 163, Westcombe Hill,   se3 7dp 

020 8853 1312 Advertising@westcombesociety.org

ALL classified adverts 30p per word.  Please make cheques

payable to The Westcombe Society

need Help WitH Your coMputer?
Local technician provides home technical support &
tuition. No job too small, all in your own home. 
Glenn 84734091
itAliAn tuition Native Italian teacher offers  les-
sons at all levels.Preparation for GCSE,  A-LEVELS
courses, Grammar, Conversation Tel 07788 743371
MAtHs & enGlisH tuition and preparation for
11+ and independent school selection tests by quali-
fied and experienced teacher.marystuition.com Mary
Bauckham 07709089838 mary.bauckham@virgin.net
enGlisH/priMArY/11-plus tuition All ages
welcome. GCSE, A/S-Levels, Common Entrance,
Primary, etc.  Fully qualified, experienced teacher.
Call Hellin Halliday BA(Hons), PGCE  on  020 8858
7704 / 07928 017762 to discuss how I can help.
sHoW Your coMputer WHo is tHe Boss
Are you looking for some extra help working with
your computer? Need some help with your digital
photos, online shopping and the jargon? To discuss
the options, call Paul on 07958 251448 or email
paul.clayton@soulchip.co.uk  
MulviHill AcAdeMY oF irisH dAnce
Adult and Child Irish Dance Classes available in the
Blackheath area. Come along for a fun-all-in-one
workout.  For more information call Rachel  on
07707 100521
russiAn tuition 
Native Russian-speaking teacher and professor
offers lessons at all levels (including university, busi-
ness, and conversation) in your home/office.   
Tel: 07766 531401 
sound More enGlisH
With accent, voice and pronunciation expert David
Bauckham.  www.davesvoicebox.com david.bauck-
ham55@gmail.com 07719 528065    
science & pHYsics tuition for 11+ yrs. Friendly,
qualified teacher. Phone Julianne 07570702536

BlAcKHeAtH villAGe:
pAres FootWeAr
10% OFF all shoes over £20, excluding sale stock
rAFFles desiGner WeAr.
10% OFF all non-sale goods

tHe verB sHop 10 percent discount on all  
copywriting and content creation. Free 1 hour 
assessment of your marketing material.

GreenWicH:
nortH pole restAurAnt
12.5% OFF Meals only for two

3d divinG  10% discount on all scuba diving

courses.  Offer excludes scuba diving equipment.  

GreenWicH coMMunicAtion centre

at 164 Trafalgar Road: 10% Discount on all

Computer Maintenance & Repairs (inc Tablets &

Smartphones) 
www.greenwichcc.com T: 02082692103

HuMBer roAd:
BodYWorKZ - tHe Fitness clinic
109 Humber Road.10% OFF all treatments costing
£30 or more except Chiropody; exc.Saturdays.
roYAl nepAlese restAurAnt
(Station Crescent) 20% OFF meals for two or more
Sunday - Thursday.
tHe curious coMB
10% discount on services over £30 Weekdays
8am-10am, 2pm-4pm (excludes retail purchases).
coriAnder restAurAnt (Station Crescent)
25% off Sunday to Thursday.  Bookings only!

tHe  stAndArd:
coton & HAMBlin - opticiAns
£65 off complete spectacles
KArAn cHeMist 10% OFF Weds. only
MArnells - diY 10% OFF Wednesdays
Well BeAn - HeAltH Goods 
10% OFF all purchases over £20 (no credit cards)
BlAcKHeAtH eYecAre centre
25% off 2nd pair of spectacles. (same prescription.
Not in conjunction with any other offer. (Complete
glasses start from £49.95 with single vision lens-
es). 5% off contact lens solution and accessories
troJAn press 10% OFF all quotations

WestcoMBe Hill
A * drivinG scHool   
£5 discount on the price of one x 2 hour lesson for
WS members.
tHe Wonder WoMen netWorK
Offers a 10% discount
cApitAl rooFinG 
5% discount on any work  up to £1000  Tel. 0208
858 5123
GArtel desiGn & construction
5% discount on any work  up to £1000
Tel. 0208 858 5123
oldstuFF 10% discount on all products at
http://www.theoldstuff.co.uk

WestcoMBe pArK roAd
Karen storey of Homespace offers members
10% discount on decluttering & homestaging 
services 0844 846 5854  www.home-space.biz

peninsulA
sHendA FAlveY personAl trAininG &
BootcAMps Free bootcamp session at
Greenwich Peninsula worth £10. Book to secure
place (excludes existing customers)
25% off first personal training session plus free
consultation  M: 07887 727 335
www.shendafalveypersonaltraining.com

BUY LOCAL!
Discounts available on production  

of  your Westcombe Society 
membership card.

Shower and Bathroom Specialists  

2A Hassendean Rd, Blackheath SE3 8TS
Telephone: 0208 858 7359

rgaustin@fsmail.net

GAS
SAFE

Heating Engineers,
Property Maintenance,

Electrics, Painting,
Decorating, Plumbing,

Central Heating, 

r . G.Austin
(Established 1963

ACCOMMODATION

TUITION

GARDENING

HOLIDAYS

PERSONAL CARE & THERAPY

SERVICES & TRADE

ROOMS FOR HIRE

dAvidson plAsterinG And decorAtinG
services Ceilings repaired or renovated. Artex
ceilings skimmed to a smooth finish. Painting and
Decorating. Insurance work undertaken. C&G quali-
fied. Small jobs welcome. Free advice and esti-
mates. Phone 07746 121510
piAno tuner 
Prompt friendly service from an experienced, fully quali-
fied tuner technician.   For tuning and repairs  call Jim
Kimberley 0208 305 0033
HoMeWorKs 
All-round handyman for those DIY’s you have no time for!
General repairs. Painting & Decorating. General Carpentry
and flooring. Flat-pack assembly. Patio and deck cleaning.
No job too small. Contact Matthew Barron 07903 388658.
eXperienced locAl ArcHitect
offering full range of architectural services, inc. plan-
ning and building regulations applications, technical
and construction drawings, full project management,
and site work. Reg. with the Architects Registration
Board. Mob: 07853423130 
E: gj@gjhanjeearchitects.com
MArK cHeeseMAn, locAl cArpenter And
Joiner with 30 years experience.  All aspects of
carpentry and construction carried out considerately
and to a high standard. Reinstatement of 
original Victorian/Edwardian/Georgian details,
ie shutters, skirtings, plinth blocks, picture rails, 

cornices etc. Bespoke joinery, wardrobes, cup-
boards, stairs, kitchens. Sash windows 
overhauls. Resin timber repairs.  Please call 
M: 07767 456131 or   H: 020 8854 4028
trAined cHiMneY sWeep & stove instAller
Fast, friendly Happy to work!  Call Anthony on 07772
649577 or email: chimneymaintenance@gmail.com
crAFtY peAr coFFee And crocHet
Come along and improve your crochet skills in a
relaxed environment whilst enjoying tea, coffee,
homemade cake and chat! Tuesdays 12.30-2.30 at
45 Mayhill Rd, Charlton. £10 per session.  Call Lisa
on 07771647618 for information or to book a place
HAve You Got tHe sKills or tiMe For diY?
or is it all just such an effort! 
if that’s your problem, i can solve it !
*  Decorating including preparation, painting, 

wall-papering  & special finishes.  
*  Re- hanging doors and putting up shelving.
*  Re-laying floors-lino, wood laminates & ceramics.  
*  Domestic Electrical work.
*  Plumbing-taps, showers,radiators and external.  
*  Garden revival and maintenance  
if you need help with any of these please call
tony: 0208 856 9398  M: 07961 540836
http://www.tonysdiy.com/
s.s.d pluMBinG And HeAtinG Friendly local
plumber available for free estimates and advice.  All
works undertaken, no job too small, from boilers to bath-
room suites, all works viewed within 24 hours, fully
insured and new work guaranteed. Call today on 07931
536533 or 8305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com
MAlcolM tierneY, cArpenter 
Specialist in refurbishment, repair and replacement 
of sash windows.   07775 657371
toM ellis BespoKe cArpentrY
Kitchens, Alcove units, bookcases, wardrobes,
dressers and tables. Happy to quote. 8519 8947 
(m) 07540 579027
upHolsterer speciAlisinG in trAditionAl
upHolsterY Www.suemayesupholstery.
net or phone 07932 040298
s.s.d dAMp prooFinG speciAlists
in the treatment of RISING & PENETRATING damp.
Repair/ renewal of rotten structural timbers as a result of
damp. Chemical injection and render using tried and
tested  systems. Specialists in providing horizontal and
vertical barriers against damp/ water ingress. Please
contact us for a free consultation and written estimate. 
Mob:  07931 536 533    Land:  020 8305 1039
t.tA electrics. 
NICEIC Approved Contractor, Quality Tradesman. All
electrical work undertaken, Fully Insured &
Guaranteed.  24HR EMERGENCY ELECTRICAL.
Please call Tony on 07961 509 403  OR  020
84887425  OR  info@ttaelectrics.co.uk
AndreW FletcHer Painting, Decorating 
& Tiling services. Over 20 years' experience, fully
insured.  References available. Call 07702 094382
c.s. cArpentrY-JoinerY Decorating 
and all building work undertaken. Joseph 
McNamara 8857 5480, mob. 07947155366
tAllGABles picture FrAMinG All works 
undertaken at very reasonable prices. Contact 
Emily on 07787 524265, @tallgables or Tall 
Gables via Facebook

Good reliABle Host FAMilies wanted for for-
eign students. For more info. please contact Lynne
on 01732 822649 or email sesgreenwich@aol.com

Function rooM For Hire
Blackheath area, up to 150 people, Bar, disabled
access. Tel 07940 296290

GArden MAintenAnce:  mowing, weeding,
pruning, communal garden contracts,   fruit and
vegetables,    gardening tuition, RHS qualified, also
domestic cleaning.   Call John and Rachel  on
07746 121510
HedGe And GrAss cuttinG, garden clear-
ances and tree work.0208 3097910 /
07434204673
sArAH GArciA GArdens Very experienced
RHS trained local gardener offering full range of
gardening services: Pruning. Planting. Tidy ups.
Makeovers.  Tel: 07816 836298

WHitstABle WeeKends / WeeKs  Sea wall
house between Oyster Warehouse and Harbour.
Sleeps 5. Fantastic views. 8858 6578 or 013 04 367443
nortH YorKsHire Moors The Georgian
House. Delightful period house in charming
Pickering market town. Sleeps 10. http://www.
thegeorgianhouse.co.uk/ Tel: 07876 385189 
House to rent Sole Rose is a charming and
beautifully furnished period house in the popular
seaside town of Southwold, Suffolk.  Situated
within easy walking distance of the High Street,
beach and pier.  Sleeps 4/6.
http://www.solerose.co.uk 07876385189
BoutiQue luXurY For tWo in Wells-next-the-
Sea, North Norfolk. Apartment a minute's walk from
the quay. Great for walkers, birders, sailors and
foodies. Free WiFi and parking. 07786 303597 /
zoeadunford@gmail.com Contact us for photos.

BlAcKHeAtH Holistic HeAltH service.
counsellinG, AleXAnder tecHniQue,YoGA
tel: 020 8858 5969 /1991, www.bhhs.selondon.co.uk
pilAtes clAsses At MYcenAe House. 
Mondays at 1.45pm and thursdays at 2.00pm. 
All levels welcome, mats   provided. Please contact
Hilary for further details on 07970 290818
counsellinG And psYcHotHerApY
for individuals and couples in Westcombe Park
http://www.bloomlife.co.uk/
ratherapy@yahoo.co.uk  0208858 4831

JeWellerY And WAtcH repAirs And 
vAluAtions from Michele Franklin. British
Jewellers Association accreditation 07809 502 714
Michele@personaljewellerylondon.co.uk
pest control services All types of pests dealt
with including fox control. Call John 0208 300 3496
puBBle plAsterinG Need a  plasterer with excel-
lent references?  Work is of high standard. Qualified
C&G. Plastering-Rendering-Plasterboarding - Repairs.
Free quotes!  Call Alex on 07547 468459 / 0203 092
0684  pubbleplastering@googlemail.com
pHone/BroAdBAnd socKets.
Improved Broadband speed plates, Fault Finding
Repairs, New Extensions, Tidying of cables. 25 yrs
BT, Insured. 07845 705900  
WestcoMBe cleAners I'm a friendly, hard work-
ing & organised domestic cleaner. Regular or single
services. Competitive rates. Additional tasks. I love
my clients to be happy.  Phone 07746 291617
interior decorAtor & cArpenter with over 
20 years experience. A member of the guild of 
mastercraftsman. Free quotes & friendly advice on
all your decorating requirements. Local references
available.Tel. Ashley Greaves 8858 2981
A MAn And A vAn Tel: 020  8858 3889 
Mobile: 07885 917842
pAYroll & BooKKeepinG services 
From 1–150 employees. Monthly or weekly service to
suit.  Bookkeeping also available. Reasonable rates and
a friendly, knowledgeable service.  Please contact:
M:07946 530053   E: afgmv10@gmail.com

Carpentry & Interiors
Alcove Shelving/Cupboards

Fitted Wardrobes/Home Office

Radiator covers & all household woodwork

Tel: 0208 852 7222/Fax: 0208 851 3526

M: 07944 294050

www.carpentryandinteriors.co.uk

Shop & Showroom: 128a Burnt Ash Road

Lee (near Lee Station)   SE12 8PU

JRJAMES REMOVALSJAMES REMOVALS
.com.com

‘excel lence through ef for t ’‘excel lence through ef for t ’

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com 
to request a 

quotation online

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com
to request a 

quotation online

� Fully trained 
uniformed staff

� Full insurance 
included in 
ALL quotes

� Prompt free 
estimates

� On-site 
containerised 
storage

� Discounts for 
long-term storage

� Well-established 
family business

� Pianos – our forte

BAR MEMBER NO. JO28

s.s.d Builders ltd.
Long established Building & Roofing Company avail-
able for free estimates & advice. ALL works under-
taken,  from guttering to Refurbishments.  All works
viewed within 24 hours, fully insured & new work is
guaranteed. Call us today on 07931 536533 or 0208
305 1039 ssdbuilders2@hotmail.com
decorAtinG, electrics
Plumbing and Property Maintenance. Est, 25 years.
References available. Phil McNamara 8857 5480,
mobile 07814 360862
locAl cArpet cleAner 
Specialist in cleaning Carpets, Upholstery & rugs.
Competitive rates. M: 07828503132  Email:
adam@carpetcrew.co.uk
http://www.carpetcrew.co.uk
WindoW & Gutter cleAninG
Blackheath-window-cleaner.co.uk  07791 465052
electriciAn / AlArM enGineer  
No job too small TMIET registered. Call 0787 9011792

WANTED
reputABle FAMilY seeKs sHort terM
HolidAY AccoMModAtion from 31st August to
28th September. Bed and Breakfast would be prefer-
able or self-catering if not. For 4-6 adults. Tel
07908681853 or email jskeete19@yahoo.co.uk

 
 

 
 

 

Childcare for ages 3 months – 5 years

I can see a 

great nursery  

from here
If you’re looking for a nursery that will help your child to grow and develop – 
choose Zoom Nurseries.

At Zoom every child enjoys an individual Learning Journey. A record that tracks 
their daily progress through our fantastic fun-filled learning environment.

It’s just one of the tools we use to keep our parents up-to-date with their child’s 
achievements, as well as their personal, social and emotional development. 
It’s an important tool, one that helps us ensure that when they leave Zoom to 
start school, they leave as independent learners and thinkers, ready for the 
challenges ahead.

With five nurseries in Eltham, Hither Green, Blackheath and Brockley that 
between them have four Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ judgements, and places available, 
you don’t have to go far to give your child a great start. 

To find out more and arrange an informal visit please 
call Ann Briley, Assistant Childcare Director on  
07816 413718 or email annbriley.zoom@gmail.com

Or visit our website for more details www.zoomnurseries.com

Life coaching
can remove the obstacles, professional 
or personal, that are holding you back, 

and support you 
as you forge a new way forward. 

A no-obligation telephone consultation is
FREE.

Call 0749 66 66 99 1 

Or email joanna@bluebirdcoaching.co.uk 
www.bluebirdcoaching.co.uk 
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