
Schoolchildren walking between
Blackheath and Charlton are having
to endure air pollution levels more

than two and a half times the European
legal limit, a new study of air pollution
across south-east London has revealed.

Prolonged exposure to air pollution
causes respiratory problems and can lead
to cancer. Pollution from motor vehicles
can also affect the development of chil-
dren’s lungs.

The Devil is in the Diesel
The WN has repeatedly highlighted the
issue – and has pointed out that  “The
Devil is in the Diesel.”  Air pollu-
tion health experts warn that diesel
engines in buses, vans, cars and
trains may be responsible for
thousands of premature deaths a year and
cost the NHS billions of pounds.

Government figures for 2008 reveal that
29,000 people die prematurely from air
pollution each year. Frank Kelly, professor
of environmental health at King’s College
London, believes that diesel fuel  could be
responsible for around one in four of all air
pollution deaths.

The message is getting through: in May,
Boris Johnson called for an increase in
road tax on diesel-fuelled vehicles.

However, it’s not just  diesel. Plans to
build the Silvertown road tunnel between
Greenwich and the Royal Docks are likely
to add more pressure – because more road
capacity encourages more traffic.

The No to Silvertown Tunnel campaign,
together with the Don't Dump on
Deptford's Heart group,  monitored  air
pollution levels at over 140 locations from
Rotherhithe to Bexleyheath in January.

Local air pollution figures
The results revealed horrifying levels of air
pollution. They include:
* Children walking to school between
Blackheath and Charlton face a level of
104 µg/m³ at the Bramshot Avenue under-
pass, underneath the A102 – the road that

Boris Johnson has said will double the
capacity of cross-river traffic if a new
tunnel is built. The EU limit is 40 µg/m³.
* Children at Windrush Primary School
and students at Royal Greenwich
University Technical College, Woolwich
Road, Charlton, face levels of nearly twice
the EU limit, at 79 µg/m³.
* Pupils at Fossdene Primary School,
Charlton, have to endure levels of 48
µg/m³
* Levels of 43 µg/m³ were recorded out-
side Sherington Primary School.

Shopping areas also saw levels which
broke EU limits – for example Blackheath

Village registered 54 µg/m³, the
Royal Standard had 55 µg/m³, and
Charlton Village had 43 µg/m³. 

The study was carried out
between 6th January and 7th February this
year. If it hadn’t been the wettest January
since records began, it’s likely the results
would have been far worse. The  Saharan
dust cloud over London only made the
capital’s poor air quality more visible.

The campaigners now plan to combine
their figures with local authority data to get
a full picture of air pollution across the
area.  The groups behind the study were
No To Silvertown Tunnel and Don’t Dump
on Deptford’s Heart, with backing from
Network  For  Clean Air,  which  helps
citizens carry out pollution studies in their
communities.

No To Silvertown Tunnel conducted
tests across the borough of Greenwich,
including Blackheath and Charlton, as well
as locations in Lewisham, Catford,
Welling, Bexleyheath, Canning Town,
Silvertown and East Ham. Many of these
locations will see increased traffic levels if
the Silvertown Tunnel gets the go-ahead,
putting increased pressure on the A2/A102
and surrounding main roads. These tests
follow an earlier No To Silvertown Tunnel
study carried out in summer 2013.

Many are now saying that if another
river crossing is needed – bridge or tun-
nel – it should be located further east.
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<   <       News   briefs       >    >         
Charity of the Year
It was agreed at the Westcombe
Society’s AGM that the new
Charity of the year 2014-2015
would be the 999 Club in
Deptford, which provides a
Drop-in Centre offering social
and practical support for the
homeless and those with alcohol,
drug, and mental and physical
health problems; but smaller
grants would be given to other
worthy candidates for specific
needs. The Chairman’s report at
the AGM can be found on page
2 of this issue.

Don’t miss this exhibition!
Following the AGM, Mark
Johnson-Brown, the manager of
Mycenae House, took members
of the Westcombe Society on a
guided tour of the exhibition of
the iconic photographs by Jack
Kay, who lived on Westcombe
Hill until his retirement. The
exhibition – Right Place, Right
Time – will continue by popular
request in Mycenae House until
the end of June.   Don’t miss it!

Fire causes traffic chaos
Campaigners against the
Silvertown Tunnel claim that a
recent fire near the Blackwall
Tunnel caused a huge traffic jam
on the A102  - and served as a
foretaste of the traffic chaos that
could result if plans for a new
tunnel were to go ahead.

Westcombe Woodlands
The Friends Summer Party
is from 12.00pm  at The White
House at the top of Crooms Hill.
All Friends and their families are
welcome. No charge - unless
Friends are observed drinking
more than three glasses of wine!
Children welcome. RSVP to
Tim  (tim@ttbarnes.com or
020-8858-1185)

Thieves jailed
Two men who stole money from
cash points at the Natwest Bank
in Old Dover Road have been
jailed for  six months. The police
report that after serving their
sentence they will be deported to
Romania 

Lewisham Run-around
A major reconstruction of the
Lewisham Roundabout has just
commenced, and is likely to
continue for years. See
www.NewLewisham.com.

To Infinity and Beyond
The WN now has a QR (short
for quick response) code. (See
top of this page). People with a
smartphone or tablet can now
scan the code and link directly to
the Westcombe Society web-
page. So you can now access it
on your smartphone or tablet.

Eyeful Tower
According to a report in the FT,
guests at the Shangri-La Hotel,
in the largely glass Shard tower,
may be able to see into other
visitors' rooms thanks to the
building's reflective qualities.
The hotel said that "blinds are
available for guests' privacy". 

Local elections
Congratulations to the winners -
including Denise Scott-
McDonald in Peninsula Ward.

In May, it was Christian Aid Week for Churches all over the country, and  St George’s in
Glenluce Road celebrated with a fund-raising dinner attended by over thirty people, who
enjoyed an amazing five course meal served by three generations of the same family.
Top right: Toby, with his Mum, Tracey. Toby’s Nan, Susan, was also on the team.  
Centre:  Christian Aid Poster PHOTOS: MARILYN LITTLE

Summer Picnic
Sat. 12th July 1.00  to 4.00pm

Mycenae Gardens
Entrance £1.00 adult members/£2.00 non members.  Children enter free

Bring a picnic or enjoy a ploughman’s lunch and a cream tea.  Licensed bar, live music,
home-made cakes, charity stalls, raffle, children’s activities and traditional races

Come and spend a few hours in the lovely grounds of Mycenae House 
and join in this family community event

The Westcombe Society
in conjunction with St George’s Church/Parish of East Greenwich

Save our children
from air pollution 

WN
reporter

Time running out for Greenwich Time?

In October 2011 the WN published the
news that the government criticised

Greenwich and Tower Hamlets Councils
for publishing Council-owned local news-
papers such as Greenwich Time.  

More recently, Eric Pickles, Minister for
Communities & Local Government, added
his voice, calling such papers “Pravdas”
that peddled “propaganda.”   

It was estimated at the time that
Greenwich Time cost around £600,000 a
year – paid for by local taxpayers.

Now the issue is coming back, with a
vengeance. Mr Pickles has repeated his
accusations, and expressed concern that
local authorities have tried to ban bloggers
or Twitter users from covering public
council meetings. (The Camarthan Journal
reported that the blogger and campaigner
Jacqui Thompson was arrested, hand-
cuffed, and then detained at a police station
for two hours. All she had done was to
film a public meeting of Carmarthenshire
Council on her camera-phone.)

Mr Pickles said: “It is scandalous that

bloggers have been handcuffed for tweet-
ing from council meetings, whilst propa-
ganda on the rates drives the local press
out of business. Only Putin would be
proud of a record like that.”

His argument is that Council news-  
papers “only print one side of every story”,
that they cost taxpayers’ money,  and they
compete with local papers for advertising,
an important source of  revenue. 

The counter argument is that the
Councils’ papers contain vital information
about local services such as housing, and
planning applications; and that commercial
papers (such as Greenwich Mercury 
and News Shopper) only achieve 50% 
circulation, if that, among local residents.
Greenwich Time claims to achieve 100%
circulation, though whether its readership
is 100% is debatable  . . .  

Mr Pickles says Greenwich Time will
now face legal proceedings  for breaking
the publicity code for local authorities –
part of the Local Audit and Accountability
Act passed in January this year.

The faces of St George’s

Free to 3800 homes, and in libraries & some shops               June 2014 Issue 5

Local election results - Blackheath Westcombe ward (turnout 47.69 %)
Name Party Votes

Trevor William ALLMAN Green Party 1,098
Geoff BRIGHTY* Conservative 1,797
Lee COPPACK Liberal Democrats 458
Paul Raymond MORRISSEY*   Labour 2,028 
Michael John O'KEEFE Liberal Democrats 477
Laela PAKPOUR TABRIZI Conservative 1,459
Cherry PARKER* Labour 2,185
Thomas TURRELL Conservative 1,518
Damien Francis John WELFARE  Labour 1,725  * Elected
Labour 39.3% (31.2%)  Conservative 32.3% (30.2%) Green 19.8% (13%) Lib Dem 8.6% (23.2%)

% breakdown:
(2010 figures are in
brackets)
Labour 39.3% (31.2%)
Cons. 32.3% (30.2%)
Green 19.8% (13%)
Lib Dem 8.6% (23.2%)
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The views expressed in the Westcombe News
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but cannot accept any responsibility for them.
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WESTCOMBE NEWS

We s t c o mbe  s o c ie t y  me mbe r s h ip

please send this membership form to: 
peter Lewins, 221 Westcombe h ill,
s e 3 7Dr

Name...........................................................

Address.......................................................

.....................................................................

t el................................................................

e mail: ........................................................

Please enclose payment as appropriate: 

Family membership                £12    [  ]
individual membership            £8 [  ]
s enior c itizens/unwaged          £4    [  ]
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Letters to the editor Any views expressed are those of the writers only, and are not
necessarily those of the WN or the Westcombe Society.

HAVE YOU MADE 
YOUR WILL?

Peter Bowyer, Professional
Will Writing Services

(Member of the Society of Will Writers and
the Institute of Professional Will Writers)

Single/Double Wills
Powers of Attorney

Professional Insurance
Home Visits

0800 389 7387
www.londonwills.com

From: Maurice              Old Dover Road   
I noticed two pieces in recent issues of the WN
about the Queen’s Oak in Greenwich Park. Both
pieces I found rather pathetic. I couldn’t care
two pins whether the tree was an oak or  a sweet
chestnut.

All I see there now is a railed-off area with a
notice about this historic tree. But there is no
tree, just a pile of firewood! It’s a joke.

When I first  moved south of the river  forty
years ago there was an imposing trunk of an old
tree standing. I found it very interesting. It was
a sight to see – an attraction – in the park.  I
always made my way down the hill to see it.
Years passed and I watched it slowly disinte-
grating – what idiots allowed this to happen?

It would have been a simple matter to prop
up the trunk, injecting it or coating it in resin to
preserve it.  It  enfuriates me now to see the
remains of that historic landmark.

The Fairy Oak in the gardens of Queensway
has been preserved, it’s still standing, preserved
and remodelled.   Why couldn’t the people
respsonsible for Greenwich Park have done the
same thing?

From: Sharon Brokenshire
Many thanks to everybody in the Westcombe
Society who voted for South London Special
League as their chosen charity of the year.  

The money was spent on funding our highly
successful and inspirational Specialist Sports
Camp that empowers the most disabled young
people in the community through sport.
Please see the report on page 6 of this issue.

From: The Blackheath Society
The works  in Lewisham mean a significant
detour for pedestrians to Lewisham Station.
This could be mitigated by the re-opening of the
gate to Platform 4 of the station, a campaign
which we supported strongly several years ago.

There is a petition in favour of the re-open-
ing of the gate which you may wish to sign.
The link is as follows:
http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/south-

eastern-railway-open-the-platform-4-gate-at-
lewisham-railway-station-all-day-every-day-
and-add-standalone-oyster-readers-to-it

From: Brian Peirce
Dear Neighbours:
It is with regret that we announce that we have
left.  Having lived here since the late 60's we
are relocating and wish to say “Thank You” for
all the friendship shown to us in that time.  

For myself I can say that from my earliest
recollections in the late 1930's when I went to
Mr. Dannatt’s Sunday School I wanted to live
in this area.  But sadly, along with my wife
and daughter it is time to move on.

Many of you have become our dearest
friends and it is a wrench to go, and in so doing
give our best wishes to you all.  In one respect
something we will not miss are speed humps
and the plethora of street furniture.  Where we
are heading they do not, as yet, have what one
journalist has called “traffic harming” and for
that we will be grateful.

Good-bye from the Peirces.

From Caroline Owens   Beaconsfield Road
The Events Committee want to raise a
Westcombe Society Team to participate in a
walk in aid of Macmillan as we do each year.
This year it will be the London Bridges Walk
which takes place on Sunday 14th September
starting at Tower Bridge. 

Please see the advertisement on page 4.  It
would be helpful if you could register your
interest before going on holiday.

From: Caroline Owens  Beaconsfield Road
We wish to hold a Competition to Design the
Westcombe Society Christmas Card for 2014.
We are publishing this now, as entries need to
be submitted by the beginning of September.
Full details will be in the next issue (when the
Committee has worked them out at their next
meeting!!) but we shall be looking for some-
thing that the entrant  believes to be both sea-
sonal, and representative of Westcombe Park.

The Westcombe Society’s  AGM

CORRECTION: On the letters page in May, we
referred to  “President Balir”.  This should have been
“President Blair.” [sic]

Election time again
St. George's Church

was the venue for a
well-attended hustings
meeting, organised by
the Westcombe
Society and chaired by
Gordon Baker, armed
with his egg-timer.  

All four parties standing at the council elections were
represented:  Geoff Brighty*, Laela Pakpour Tabrizi and
Thomas Turrell for the Conservatives; Trevor Allman,
Green Party; Lee Coppack (who was not able to be pres-
ent) and Michael O’Keefe for the Liberal Democrats and
Paul Morrissey*, Cherry Parker* and Damien Welfare
for Labour.  (*Elected)

No prizes for  guessing what residents’ questions
focussed on: local transport,  the development of London
Bridge Station, increased congestion and pollution in the
area, the Woolwich Ferry replacement, and the proposal
to build an IKEA outlet on the Sainsbury's site.  All the
parties pledged to keep the public informed about train
services and to press for improved bus services. 

On the subject of IKEA, the Conservatives expressed
their opposition and the Labour candidates said they
were awaiting the outcome of the independent traffic
modelling exercise. All candidates endorsed the safer
cycling campaign, including a riverside cycle path.

There were also concerns about the proposal to build
the Silvertown tunnel – firmly opposed by the Greens
and LibDems.  The other two parties awaited assurances
on the environmental and congestion implications and
stressed the need to consider alternative river crossings.

Most of the candidates shared residents’ concerns
about the ability of the infrastructure to cope with the
increase in housing: though it was important to balance
housing needs with other provision such as transport,
employment and the environment. Another questioner
raised the importance of local shops to the community,
and the need for parking issues to be addressed.

All present agreed on the importance of local involve-
ment and the need to engage people in political debate –
a process nurtured by a very successful meeting.

Maggie Gravelle

Marilyn Little (Chair &
Treasurer)
Jean-Jacques Aune (Deputy
Chair)
Jan Barnett (Hon Sec.)
Peter Lewins (Membership Sec.)

Diane Blackwell
Neville Grant (Westcombe News)
Barbara Henley
Joanne Lucas
Caroline Owens
Patricia Slade-Baker

Imust again thank all those people who set aside time to assist the society in so
many ways. But begin by saying that we have lost some valuable supporters of

our society over the last year. Lawrence Smith who was an enthusiastic and com-
mitted member of the Environment Committee, Geoff Garvey a valuable contribu-
tor to the Westcombe News and Les Dodson and John Bolland who were both
founder members of the Society. We acknowledge the commitment they all made. 

I have to thank the Executive committee who oversee the running of the
Society, and The Environment Committee who work hard to ensure that
Westcombe Park and surrounding areas are protected, maintained  and improved
in many different ways.  We work with other groups including the Greenwich,
Charlton and Blackheath Societies,  the BJWP, The Royal Parks,  the Safer
Neighbourhood TeamPanel,  and we also support GLUG in their attempts to
improve/lessen the effects of the London Bridge rebuild on our area.  

I should also mention the support that we are given by our Ward Councillors
on many local issues.

We also have to thank the Events Committee who have a very full calendar of
social events. They provide entertainment for young and old. Most of the events
are held at Mycenae House or in the Gardens and  are very well supported. We are
reliant on a host of other volunteers in the form of Cake and sandwich makers and
tea pourers etc.   The Events committee  also have links with many local charities
and we are happy to help when needs are made known to us.  Joanne the chair-
man of the Events committee  will add further details as well as mentioning our
new volunteers. 

But the committees are only part of the story. We are very grateful to ALL our
helpers, our deliverers of the Westcombe News, our graffiti busters and all the
volunteers who help at the Bazaar and other events year after year.   Note that our
volunteers have been helping for years so it must be quite enjoyable and not too
onerous!   So if you have the odd afternoon to spare do let us know – we are
grateful for any assistance. 

The Westcombe News continues to be a very popular read covering both local
and national issues that affect our area.  We have many long standing advertisers. 
We much appreciate our editor Neville Grant and the time that he spends in ensur-
ing we meet press deadlines whilst still producing a high class publication. We
welcome contributions and details of where they should be sent are in the ‘News’.  
And finally I have to thank Michael Helm who continues to inspect our accounts. 

Many thanks to everyone for yet another successful year.
Marilyn Litte, Chairman, the Westcombe Society

Your committee.  The following were elected or re-elected:
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A & A LANDSCAPES
Landscape Specialists

Free advice &           Qualified 
estimates horticulturalist

All aspects of soft & hard landscaping
work carried out including

* Maintenance  *Site clearance
* Turfing  * Tree surgery

* Fencing   * Patios  
* Brickwork

Tel. 020 8318 2530

Its focus on

the

BBC is

unique
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Better safe than sorry

Free bike-marking event

INDEPENDENT PERSONAL and 
CORPORATE FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Investments - Pensions - Estate Planning
2 Charlton Road. Blackheath Standard
London   SE3 7EX (T) 020 3417 9760

email:  enquiries@gswealth.co.uk
website:  www.gswealth.co.uk.

HELPING  YOU PLAN YOUR  FUTURE
Grant Saw Wealth Management Ltd. is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

Grant Saw Wealth Management Limited

Remember those five chihuahas stolen
from a dog-breeder's home in Lissett?

The dogs, including  Crufts champion
Xena, were abandoned 150 miles away,
hungry, thirsty, but alive, being too hot to
handle.  The moral: always micro-chip
your champion chihuaha!

Dog-theft will become a thing of the
past as microchipping will soon become
compulsory for all dog owners in England, 

Get your dog microchipped and you can
be assured that should it be lost (or stolen),
it is more likely to be returned to you safe
and sound. 

Working in partnership with the Dogs
Trust, Blackheath Westcombe Safer
Neighbourhoods team are to hold a FREE
Dog Microchipping event on Saturday
June 14th. from 11.00 am to 3.00 pm  at
Mycenae House, 90 Mycenae Road.

Microchipping your dog  has a number
of  benefits – it deters dog thieves, it
reduces the number of strays, and enables
vets to contact  dog owners for emergency
procedures.  It also enables identification
of dogs in emergency situations so that
dogs and owners can be moved and reunit-
ed more quickly.

Theft of pedal cycles is a common crime
throughout the UK, and the police

have noticed there has been an increase in
thefts locally. The Blackheath Westcombe
Safer Neighbourhood Team are offering
advice on how to keep your cycle safe over
the coming months.

We have found that a high number of
the stolen pedal cycles were left insecure,
and others had poor quality locks or they
were poorly fitted. Sometimes they were
simply left unattended, without locks.

You should protect your bicycle by
following some simple steps:
• Always lock your bicycle even if you 

are just leaving it for a few minutes
• Buy a good quality lock. We recommend  

a high quality D-lock
• Lock your bike to something immovable 

like a bike rack
• When leaving your bike unattended, lock

both wheels and remove detachable  
items like lights

• Lock your bicycle away in a secure shed 
or garage 

*  When buying a new bike, insist on  
proof of ownership, and check the bike 
frame number at BikeRegister.
Cyclist are urged to keep a record of

their frame number, the make and model of
their bike, and any other unique marks that
could help to identify it. You can register
your frame number on these websites:
♦ www.bikeregister.com
♦ www.immobilise.com

This will enable the police to check
databases, and inform you if your bike has
been found.

CONTACT DETAILS
♦ EMERGENCY 999
♦ NON-EMERGENCY          101

Blackheath Westcombe Safer
Neighbourhood Team supported by the
Safer Transport Team will be running a
FREE bike marking event at Mycenae
House on Saturday the 14th June 2014
between 11.00  and 3.00 pm. Marking
your bike deters potential thieves as your
bike can be easily traced if it is stolen.

David Brown, the chief engineer on the
Channel Tunnel, recently spoke to the

Blackheath Scientific Society about high
speed trains in Europe, and the proposed
HS2 in Britain.  

These trains run at up to 250km/hr (160
mph) and can halve journey times.  When
opened,  they attract more passengers,
numbers doubling again within four years.
The lines they run on have specially
designed, secure signalling: because track-
side  signals flash by in a blur,  driver
information is displayed on-board.

Mr Brown was very much in favour of
the HS2 line, saying that Britain has
become London-centric and that we need
better communications with the North, to
enable development there.  The West Coast

Main Line has double the number of pas-
sengers using it since the upgrade that took
place four years ago, and is already run-
ning to capacity.  

He agreed with Sir David Higgins,
chairman of HS2, that the line should be
built sooner than originally planned; and
that the first phase of construction should
go to Crewe where a transport hub could
be developed.  It should also have a direct
connection to the Channel Tunnel rail link
(HS1) – even if it cost £1bn to do it.

One hears of higher speed trains, but
these are only practical if distances
between stations are much greater than in
Europe; China is currently looking into
magnetically-levitated trains that can travel
at 700km/hr.

HS2 Richard Buchanan

South East London charity Montessori
Education for Autism (MEfA) has

launched a fundraising campaign to expand
their programmes for children with autism.
The charity runs a free-of-charge after-
school nurture group for primary-aged
schoolchildren with autism.

Schools are invited to join the campaign
by raising £100 for the charity. 

“We hope the schools in South East
London and further afield will support us,”
Wendy Fidler, MEfA’s director said,  “The
Me 4MEfA Campaign will help to raise
awareness of the needs of children with
autism in schools and in the community.” 

The Campaign was launched at
Blackheath High School for Girls: Wendy
Fidler gave a  presentation at a school
assembly, assisted by Dot who attends the
school. Dot is volunteering as a helper as
part of her Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

The group is for children who are hav-
ing difficulties, including behavior and
interaction,  at school because of their
autism. Blackheath High School is the first
school to sign up. 

A free-of-charge  after-school nurture
group is held at Mycenae House in
Blackheath.

To find out more, please contact

Autism Awareness Schools  Campaign

Its focus on the

BBC is unique

£9.99 from the British library 
Bookshop 
or other good bookshops.

Also available at nicky's 
news in old dover road

MEfA: 0208 305 2202
/07710433994 

Transport for London has just put up
ugly temporary fences on both sides of

the Old Dover Road and Charlton Road
bridges over the A102 – without consulting
or notifying residents or councillors.

TFL can’t even say how long the fences
will be up, what work is to be carried out
behind them, or how high the bridges’ rail-
ings will be once the work is complete.

According to one nearby resident, the
new fences “look ugly, look scary, ruin the
view and make you feel that you are in
prison”. Another resident describes
them simply as “hideous”.

Work on the parapet and railings
on the Charlton Road bridge was
judged necessary following an accident last
October in which a car struck the north
side of the bridge and part of the railing
fell onto the A102 below (thankfully no
one was hurt). 

Following safety inspections, work was
also judged necessary at the Old Dover
Road bridge.

Everyone would agree that the Charlton
Road bridge needs repair and that safety 
should always take priority. However,
Greenwich Council was not consulted or
informed before TFL put up these “heavy-
duty temporary containment barriers” on
both bridges. Since their arrival, the coun-
cil’s highways department has asked to see
TFL’s programme for the repair work,

and to be told a completion date, but TFL
cannot provide answers.

As usual TFL are going about this the
wrong way – consulting no-one, and put-

ting up ugly temporary fences while
they take months on end to decide
what to do. TFL is not a good neigh-
bour to those living by the A2/A102

motorway: while TFL refused to put up
higher fences to protect residents of Siebert
Road and Westcombe Hill from noise and
pollution, it presses ahead with plans for
huge advertising screens on the Sun-in-the-
Sands roundabout despite their refusal by
the Council.

Why can’t TFL actually talk to the
council and local people about what it
wants to do, and why?
UPDATE:
TFL have told Labour GLA Member Len
Duvall that “In the interest of public safety
we have installed temporary concrete barri-
ers, and are now working on a scheme to
make the bridges permanently safe.”

No one knows when this will be. ...

A bridge too far

Alex
Grant

THE GONDOLIERS IN A DAY!
SUNDAY 15th. JUNE 2014

Kingswood Hall. Kingswood Place, SE13 5BU

Afternoon rehearsal FOR SINGERS.  CONCERT performance 6.30pm

Each year as a fundraiser, The Centenary Company invites singers to ‘come and sing’ in
a ‘from scratch’ performance of a G&S opera.  This year it’s The Gondoliers.  Our Music

Director, Elinor Corp, will put singers through their paces during the afternoon, 
in preparation for the evening concert performance.  So come & join us in the chorus!  

To take part,  pre-register on 020 8859 8400 or centenarycompany@gmail.com 
by Friday 6th June. Cost for singers: £12.  Scores available for hire on the day. 

Audience tickets:   £10 in advance (or on the door): 020 8859 8400
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FEATURES
Instilling the love of learning

An overview of Greenwich Steiner School by NEVILLE GRANT
The first in an occasional series on local schools

The Steiner School in Mycenae Road
has come a long way since it started 23

years ago in St George's Church in
Glenluce Road.  At that time it was almost
like a parents' co-operative:    it relied
heavily on the involvement of  parents –
supervising play on the eccentric hillside
on which St George's sits, painting walls,
donating equipment, raising funds.

In today's Steiner School, parents still
play a crucial role, as they do in all Steiner
schools, which have always regarded edu-
cation as a partnership between parents
teachers – and, of course, the children.

But today, the school is now on  a real
professional basis – well-staffed and
equipped; the school has adapted the
Steiner Waldorf curriculum, and provides
an all-round education for some 150 chil-
dren aged  3 - 14 years.  Some kinder-
garten classes still continue in St George's,
but most are happily ensconced in the ele-
gance and beauty of  Woodlands House.

A building that once housed John Julius
Angerstein, merchant, Lloyds underwriter,
and patron of the arts whose collection
formed the nucleus of the National Gallery, 
is now a centre of learning, filled with the
low buzz of eager young voices.  The
Steiner School, with its emphasis on "head,
hands and heart" is now fully established.

Some children – "the Acorns" – come
under the age of three, to attend a play-
group.  They get accustomed to the school
and its ambience, and effortlessly graduate
to the kindergarten which caters for 31/2 to
six year olds.  

Formal learning of the three R’s does
not feature in the Steiner kindergarten: the
belief is that children will learn these skills
more effectively if they have had plenty of

time and opportunity to develop socially,
emotionally  and  physically  first   in a
creative,  harmonious and non-threatening
environment.

The result: the children acquire a life-
long love of learning. Learning is not a 
chore, a burden imposed on them by the
teacher, but something that takes place
organically as the child develops.

Go into a kindergarten classroom - any
classroom, at any level, and it is striking
how calm and purposeful the atmosphere
is, how at ease the children are with each
other, and with their teachers

Head, hand and heart
Another feature of the kindergarten class is
that it is mixed in all possible ways:  for
example, 6 year olds are deliberately
placed in the same class as three, four and
five-year olds, so that they learn responsi-
bility, and the importance of setting a good
example: the beginning of parenting skills,
perhaps?

The main focus of the kindergarten is
play: children learn through play.  Play
takes place both inside and outside and
includes  activities such as cooking, paint-
ing, and handicrafts, for example, sewing
knitting and weaving.  These activities
develop socialisation skills,  and psycho-
motor skills – these are the  "hands" part of 

A classroom in action: the teachers say that the circular lighting system 
in most of the rooms helps to develop a sense of calm and inclusiveness. 

A cello class: music plays an
important part in the children’s
education

“Receive the child 
with reverence. 

Educate them in love. 
Send them forth

in freedom.”  

-  Rudolf Steiner

JRJAMES REMOVALSJAMES REMOVALS
.com.com

‘excel lence through ef for t ’‘excel lence through ef for t ’

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com 
to request a 

quotation online

Call 

0800 0157775
for a free survey or visit 

jamesremovals.com
to request a 

quotation online

� Fully trained 
uniformed staff

� Full insurance 
included in 
ALL quotes

� Prompt free 
estimates

� On-site 
containerised 
storage

� Discounts for 
long-term storage

� Well-established 
family business

� Pianos – our forte

BAR MEMBER NO. JO28

Who's right?
"A greater emphasis on structured learning 
is the answer"      -  Sir Michael Wilshaw, 

Chief Inspector, Ofsted
"Don't rush to formal learning too early"
- Beatrice Merrick

the British Association of 
Early Childhood Education

Time for art
This year there are over twenty artists

taking part in the annual Open Studios
event in the Westcombe area. Among them
are Colin Boothman and Felicity Moss
(The Studio in Mycenae House),  Nicola
Corrigan and Laura Matthews (5 Maze
Hill), Jane Jones (5c Charlton Road),  
Maggie Learmonth and Maria Silva (40
Hardy Road and Ann Dingsdale (10 Hardy
Road). A little further afield, Carol 
Kenna and Stephen Lobb display their
work at The Trafalgar Rowing Centre at
13-16 Crane Street (off Park Row)
For full details of all the artists, and 
a map please visit the website.
Dates: 14th/15th & 21st/22nd June
From 1.00 to 6.00pm  Visit:  http://
www. greenwichopenstudios.co.uk

Blackheath Art Society
A busy month for art lovers with 
Blackheath Art Society’s Summer
Exhibition also on in June, with 
exciting work from established local 
artists young and old.  Their work 
can be seen in Blackheath Halls 
Thurs. 5th - Sun. 29th June Mon - 
Fri 10.00am - 5.00pm,  and 1 hour 
before performances.

Finally, at the Made in Greenwich Gallery
324 Creek Road SE10, Terry Scales and
Cristiana Angelini’s exhibition 'Observing
the Familiar’ is on from June 3rd - 15th
from 10.00 am - 5.00 pm.

Woodlands Farm 
wweellccoommeess yyoouu ttoo oouurr 

SUMMER SHOW SUMMER SHOW SUMMER SHOW    
Part Of 

 
 
 
 

8th June 2014 
11.00 am - 4.30 pm 
331 Shooters Hill, Welling 

Sheep Shearing & Farming Activities 
Dog Display & Fun Dog Show (£1 per entry) 
Bee Keeping & Wool Spinning Displays 
Archery, Games & Scout Assault Course 
Craft & Produce Stalls 
Refreshments: Café, BBQ, Ice Creams  

Admission: Adults £1 Children 50p 
 
Please use public transport where possible 
     Parking for Blue Badge Holders only 
 

 For further details visit: 
www.thewoodlandsfarmtrust.org or Tel: 020 8319 8900 

Twitter : @woodlandsft 

the currriculum.  Music and movement,
too,  play an important part – and the chil-
dren  also take it in turns to  do  chores:
sweeping the floor, washing up, and so on.

What of "the head"?   The main build-
ing block of literacy – oracy – is highly
developed in these early years, and count-
ing rhymes and memory games play an
important role in cognitive development.

Numeracy also features in important ways:
many activities such as sorting, counting,
weighing, playing shop, post office, fold-
ing napkins, setting places at table, etc.
help to give numbers and measurement
meaning in real life.

The later years
With a firm basis laid in the kindergarten,
the children  learn, seemingly effortlessly
after  their sixth birthday:  and I was sur-
prised – impressed – to see the quality of
written work produced by eight year olds,
producing well constructed sentences in
"joined up" writing.    The work in maths
is also of an outstanding quality:  nor is
science neglected – there is even a mobile
chemistry lab.

Look through any child’s Lesson Book
(written and illustrated by the child,
Steiner doesn’t encourage textbooks) and
you will see work on Native Americans,
World War One, photosynthesis, bees,
healthy diet, bread-making, poetry (written
by the children)  ..... no doors are closed to
the inquisitive mind. Ask any child about
what they have been learning, and they
will respond fluently, and confidently.

Creative activities such as songs, story-
telling and rhythmical verses, also play an 

important part – perhaps one could say
that these  were part of the "heart" part of
the  curriculum.

Other elements of the curriculum are
not neglected: every child for example,
learns at least one musical instrument,
they all do gardening activities, and they
all learn French and German – and, in one
case, Spanish. There are regular outdoor
games – in the grounds of Mycenae
Gardens, and on the heath.

A question every parent wants to  ask
concerns  the interface between Steiner
and mainstream schools. What happens at
14?  Already  research is being carried out
on this question, but the evidence so far is
very positive: Steiner children have incul-
cated into them a love of learning that
enables them to  cope easily with GCSE
and A levels, and can only stand them in
good stead throughout the rest of their
lives.
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FRIENDS OF AGE EXCHANGE
AGM   Thurs 12th June 6.30 pm (Complimentary
drinks) for 7.00 pm at Clarendon Hotel SE3 0RW 
FRIENDS OF GREENWICH PARK
AGM is on Thursday June 19th at 7.30 pm in The
Theatre, Blackheath High School for Girls
WOODLANDS FARM Tel. 8319 8900
BARN DANCE! Woodlands Farm is holding its sec-
ond Barn Dance on Sat. 5 July, 7.30-11.00pm. Live
country music by Skinners Rats. Please bring your
own food, drinks and glasses. Tickets £12 each.
CANCER RESEARCH LUNCH
Thursday 5th June at The Clarendon Hotel,
Montpelier Row, Blackheath SE3 0RW

To book lunches call Wendy Templeman on 020
8265 0335 by Monday 3rd March  Cost £8.50. 
HALSTOW SCHOOL SUMMER FAYRE
Sunday 29th June 12 - 4pm  Entrance on Kemsing
Road, SE10Bouncy Castles, Lots of Sports and
Games, BBQ, Pimms stall, Plant sale etc
INDUSTRIAL HISTORY SOCIETY
17th June Ian Bull talks on The narrow gauge rail-
ways of the Royal Arsenal. Meeting at The Old
Bakehouse, Bennett Park, SE3, Please use the car park
behind the station.  Meetings start at 7.30 and non
members are charged £1.
BLACKHEATH BRIDGE CLUB duplicate sessions
in Mycenae House Mon. & Thurs. 7.15 pm & on Wed.
at 1.15  Tel. 8851 2609 
BLACKHEATH FLOWER CLUB Third Friday of
every month at 1.45 pm at Mycenae House                                                                             
GREENWICH MERIDIAN CHOIR  If you are
interested in joining the choir as a regular member,
(rehearsals are Thursday evenings during term time),
contact Jean Valsler on 0208 8527548 or email
brookjean@btinternet.com  
AMNESTY BOOK SALE  Sat. 21st June 9.30 - 4.30
pm. Book sale at the Church of the Ascension,
Dartmouth Row, Blackheath. Bargains galore on a
wide range of books on many different subjects
LIVE JAZZ AT MYCENAE HOUSE
Candlelit jazz, special guest on the second Friday each
month. Bar & Food available. 8pm. £10/ £8
THE PLEASANT PLEASAUNCE MONTHLY 
MARKET last Sunday of every month 10.00 am  -2.00
pm  Arts, Crafts, Clothes & Fresh Produce.
GLOBAL FUSION MUSIC & ARTS
Fortnightly workshops: Tuesday & Friday evenings
7.30 - 8.30 at Mascalls Meeting Rooms off Victoria
Way Charlton SE7 7TT: Tai Chi. Singing, Drumming,
Writers’ Group, African Dance  Info: 020 8858 9497
OTTIE AND THE BEA 12 Old Dover Road
Sun. 8th June 11.am - 12.30 pm The Loop Magazine
are running a workshop on  how to write for a news-
paper for ages 8+.  £12.00 
Mon 30th June 4.30pm: 
DAVID COUSINS on his latest
book Charlie Merrick’s Misfits. 
Free but please book. 8465 5318

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM
War Artists at Sea   Until February 2015
From April 16th:  GUIDING LIGHTS: marking
the 500th anniversary of Trinity House
BLACKHEATH DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS
SOCIETY, St Mary’s Church Hall, Cresswell Park,
Blackheath  4th Thursday of every month, 2.00 for
2.30. Next meeting:  26th June  Theodora Clarke
talks on Russian Art: Introduction to the Avant
Garde  Non-members £5 on the door.  
www.artsinblackheath.org.uk or ring 83187550 
GREENWICH DECORATIVE 
& FINE ARTS SOCIETY 
King William Court, the 
University of Greenwich  
NEXT LECTURE:  
9th June: Life and Art in
Paris in the Jazz Age - 
Those Crazy Years: 
talk by Linda Collins 
8852 7873 Non-members £8.00
GREENWICH OPEN STUDIOS  ART TRAIL
2014 14/15 AND 21/22 JUNE 1.00 -6.00 pm 
This year  there are plenty of participating artists in
the Westcombe area.For full details and map please
visit http://www.greenwichopenstudios.co.uk/
BLACKHEATH ART SOCIETY SUMMER
EXHIBITION in Blackheath Halls: 
Thu 5th-Sun 29th Jun Mon-Fri 10.00am-5.00pm 
MADE IN GREENWICH GALLERY
www.madeingreenwich.co.uk 324 Creek Road
SE10 June 3rd - 15th Terry Scales and Cristiana
Angelini exhibition: 'Observing the Familiar’
June 4th 7.30 pm poetry evening with Patrick
Early and Matt Bryden £5.00 (£4.00 concs.) to
include drink and nibbles. www.poetrypf.co.uk › !
July 1st at 7.00 pm: Graham Fawcett on Ted
Hughes as part of his World Poets tour.  £10.00 to inc.
drinks & light buffet. Booking recommended.
ASHBURNHAM TRIANGLE ASSOCIATION
Thurs. 5th June  Neil Rhind & Julian Watson talk on
their book Greenwich Revealed at the Mercure Hotel,
Catherine Grove, Ashburngham Triangle, from 7.30
pm.  Tickets inc. free glass of wine are £5.50 if
booked in advance, £7.50 on the door.

BLACKHEATH HALLS Tel 020 8463 0100
June 1st: Leslie Howard plays Beethoven
Schubert & Liszt  11.00 am  £14.00 |  £12.00
June 2nd, 9th, 16th.   Monday Lunchtime
recitals 1.10 pm  Welcome to the summer series
of Monday recitals.  Free
June 3rd  The Jubilee Quartet perform
Schubert, Haydn & Beethoven  7.30 pm  Free
Thurs 5th  Fri 6th & Sat 7th June  ANYTHING
GOES, BAI, MUSICAL THEATRE 
Trinity Laban musical theatre students sing
Cole Porter classics 7.30 pm Free
Sat 7th June The Magic Harp
Fri 6th June LUNCHTIME RECITAL  Free,
donations to the Halls.  1.10 pm
Tues 17th June CO-OPERATION:
Meet the Production Teams for the two up-
coming operas  6.00 pm  Free
Thurs. 19th June  7.30 pm  Trinity Laban
Sinfonia Orchestra play Brahms, Bizet, and
Franck’s symphony Tickets £10 | £5.00 
JULY 3rd, 4th & 5th: Trinity Laban Opera per-
form Handel’s BELSHAZZAR 7.30 pm
Tickets £15.00 | £12.00

coMMunitY

tHeAtre Arts

GREENWICH THEATRE Crooms Hill,
Greenwich  Box office:  020 8858 7755.
Until Sun 1st June   ALICE IN WONDERLAND 
BLACKHEATH HALLS
SAT 7 JUN 15.00h 
THE MAGIC HARP Morgan,
Anna & their dog live at the foot
of the magic mountain, home of
the fairy folk.  4+  Tickets £7.00
SE LONDON DADS GROUP DADS ALERT:
Regular stay-and-play for dads and children under
five @ Sherington Children's Centre, 14
Sherington Road every Wednesday from 9:30 -
11:30am.  Contact:  www.SELondonDads.org.uk or
email: info@selondondads.org.uk    

cHildren & FAMilY

Music 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Check Out Our NEW Website:  wristworthheating.weebly.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

suMMer Wine tAstinG

Davys Wine Vaults - Greenwich
High Road

Saturday 14th June 2014 10.30am 
to 1.30pm £49.95 per person for 
the tasting and 4 course lunch.

Davys Wine Shop - 171, Greenwich
High Road SE10 8JA

Cheese and Wine Tasting  
in conjunction with 
The Cheeseboard

Wednesday 25th June 2014 - £25.

Contact 020 8858 9147 for
booking/further info

Printing in Blackheath 
since 1978

From your ideas or Artwork
we can print at a 
reasonable cost:
• Business cards 

• Invoices • Letterheads 
• Books • Brochures  

• Forms • Invites 
• Wedding StationAry

1a Lizban s t
b lackheath, London  s e 3 8s s

t el: 020 8853 2268
e mail: dave@trojanpress.co.uk

www.trojanpress.com

Summer Picnic – Saturday 12th July,
Macmillan World’s Biggest Coffee Morning Friday
26th September - 10.00am to 2.00pm, main hall
Children’s Nearly New Sale Saturday 27th Sept.
Members’ Evening – Saturday 11th October – 
Chrysanthemum Tea Saturday 25th October
Quiz Friday 7th November – evening, main hall

Please ring  Joanne on 07709 571777 if you would
like to help out on any of these events!

tHe WestcoMBe societY

THE CENTENARY COMPANY    020  8859  8400  
Sunday 15th June  6.30 pm  THE GONDOLIERS
by Gilbert & Sullivan (from scratch) at Kingswood
Hall, Kingswood Place SE13 5BU    Tickets £10.00
THE GREENWICH THEATRE Crooms Hill,
Greenwich, London SE10 8ES 020 8858 7755
Tues 3rd - Wed 4th June  RHINOCEROS by
Ionesco by students of the University of Greenwich
Sun 15th June THE TRIALS OF OSCAR WILDE
Mon 16th - Tues 17th June KILLING ROGER
20th-Sun 22nd June Shakespeare’s  RICHARD III 
THE SPACE  269 Westferry Road London E14
3RS  0207 515 7799 / www.space.org.uk
Nearest stn: Mudchute (DLR) Buses: D3, D7, 135 
THE INNER LIFE OF SOPHIE TAYLOR  3rd -
8th June, Various times 7:30pm £10/£8
June 10th - 20th  THE DEVIL & STEPASHKA by
Claire Booker £13.00 | £10.00  
June 25th  TIM HUNTER £10.00 | £8.00
26th - 29th June  SCRIPT6  REHEARSED 
READINGS FESTIVAL
THE GEOFFREY WHITWORTH THEATRE
Beech Walk, Crayford, DA1 4NP 01322 526390  
Until 7th June  Proof by David Auburn
28th June to 5th July  Oh What a Lovely War
by Joan Littlewood and Charles Chilton et al
LONDON THEATRE 443 New Cross Road, Outer
London, SE14 6TA (Near New Cross Station)  
Box office 0208 694 1888
THE CHERRY ORCHARD by Anton Chekhov
Tues 3rd June to Sun 15th June 8pm (Sunday 5pm)
Extra matinee performance Sat 7th at 2pm
JOY DIVISION - Nazi Sex Slaves Story
Thurs 19th June to Sat 21st June (in Polish) 
Tues 24th to 29th June (in English) Tickets: 
£12.50 (Members £5.00) Over 18 only.

AGE EXCHANGE
BOOK SALES: on the second Saturday every month
(except August & December) 10.00 am - 4.00 pm.
LUNCHTIME CONCERTS on the last Saturday of
every month by Trinity Laban students. Free, but there
is a retiring collection in aid of Age Exchange &
Blackheath Village  Library. 

dAnce

TRANSITIONS DANCE COMPANY 
at the Laban Theatre 
Wed 4th, Thur 5th & Fri 6th June 19.30h
Transitions Dance Company will perform spe-
cially commissioned works:
Squall Stefanie Batten Bland
A full company dance work with strong theatrical
flavour 
Hold on, let me go Dog Kennel Hill Project
This dark and twisted piece could be the best or
worst get together that you never went to.
A place between Ikky Maas
Set to a vibrant Handel score as people subtly
change  allegiance. £12 |  £8 concessions
Book on http://www.trinitylaban.ac.uk/

OFSTED: OUTSTANDING IN ALL AREAS
T. 020 8293 1331
E. secretary@pointers-school.co.uk
W. www.pointers-school.co.uk

  First class examination results 
 Organic food
  Breakfast club and after school care 
(8am–6pm)

 Christian Evangelical in ethos
  Numerous extra-curricular clubs  
(Archery to Horse Riding)

 Large variety of outdoor and PE activities
  The Brazilian Kickers – teaching football  
the Brazilian way

  Holiday Club (Christmas, Easter,  
Summer and half-term)

The Pointer School
(Blackheath)

BASED IN GREENWICH, WE ARE YOUR LOCAL 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES COMPANY.

From changing a light bulb to a full rewire... 
Carrying out an electrical safety inspection to 

fault �nding...
WE CAN DO IT ALL!

We are NICEIC approved and a member of the 
Electrical Safety Register.

For a free quotation, please call or email and we’ll 
be happy to help.

 p: 020 83336759               m: 07887 571058
e: tpn@vikingpower.co.uk

ENGLISH
FOLK MUSIC 
9.00 pm 
every Tuesday 

at the Lord
Hood pub,
Creek Road;
jazz on
Thursdays

Supported by

www.mycenaehouse.co.uk
02088581749

90 Mycenae Rd, Blackheath Standard, SE3 7SE 400yds to Westcombe Park Train Station  Free Parking

ComedyClub
Katherine Ryan
John Robbins & Tiernan Douieb

Andrew O’Neill
Heavy metal - A History

Friday 23 May 8pm £8 Sat 21 June 8pm £8

Canadian star as seen on Live at the
Apollo, Mock the Week & 8 Out Of
10 Cats plus 2 great standups

Comedic brilliance from Star of
Never Mind The Buzzcocks and
Stewart Lee’s Comedy Vehicle

Mycenae House
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Welcome to The Scullery

Westcombe park  dental  practice
Treatments Available

Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants

Invisalign

Smile Makeovers

Tooth Colouring Fillings

Anti-Wrinkle Treatments & Dermal Fillings

13 Station Crescent, 
Westcombe Park, London SE3 7EQ    Tel. 0208 853 3304 Fax: 0208 858 1784

Westcombe Park 

13 Station Crescent, Westcombe 

Park, London SE3 7EQ

Tel. 0844 375 6996

Fax. 0208 858 1784 

Treatments Available

Zoom Tooth Whitening

Dental Implants

Invisalign

Smile Makeovers

Tooth Coloured Fillings

Anti-wrinkle Treatments and Dermal Fillers

Located next to Westcombe Park Train Station

The South London Special League is a
successful independent community char-

ity that makes a significant difference to the
lives of disabled people.

The Specialist Sports Camp in the Easter
Holidays in April was extremely successful.
It was sponsored this  time  by The
Westcombe Society whose generous funding
also went towards the purchase of some new
much-needed equipment. This included a
New Age Kurling set, and a new Boccia set.

We were based in the 5-a-side hall at the
Waterfront Leisure Centre, where 15 young
people attended on each day,

To make the week more accessible for the
young disabled people, on this occasion  we
invited siblings to attend.  This made life a
lot easier for two of the families.  These new
attendees thoroughly enjoyed themselves,
and gave them an insight into what it means
to help each other.

Rhea Mackennon was responsible for
delivering a wide range of activities. On the
first day with the support of our very experi-
enced staff, they joined up with the

mainstream Kool Crew to enjoy athletic
activities in a really inclusive way.

Many exciting games especially suitable
for disabled young people were introduced
during the week: New Age Kurling. Boccia,
Table Cricket, Seated Volleyball, tennis
rounders and others, as well as an introduc-
tion to Powerchair Football. 

With the help of other sports workers,
Rhea ensured that all the young people with
a wide range of different disabilities were
included effectively at whatever level they 
could perform.  

On the final day, the deputy Mayor of

Royal Greenwich, Mick Hayes, attended.  
He  thoroughly enjoyed watching  the activi-
ties in full swing. At the end of the day he
presented all the young people with certifi-
cates and medals. He also presented two
Jack Petchey Achievement Awards to two of
our young people – Jack Gilham, and Taylor
Smikle-Isaac.

The whole project has a real success, it 
did not take any imagination to see from
the happy faces of the young people what a
great  time they were having.  It was an
inspirational occasion.

Learning is fun
St Olave’s is a Prep School in
New Eltham for boys and girls
aged 3-11 years

Tel: 020 8294 8930
www.stolaves.org.uk

! Broad, child-centred curriculum
! Excellent results in the 11+
selection

! Clubs, outings and residential
trips

! Excellent pastoral care
! Small classes
! Specialist staff for PE, IT, Music,
French and Drama

! Sibling fee reduction
! Before and after school care

Alex Grant adds:
Run by Colin, the Scullery Cafe’s interi-
or is almost exactly as Gambardella’s
left it ..... it’s great to see the historic
interior survive a change of operator
(see the write-up the Classic Cafes
website gave to Gamberdella’s a few
years ago.)

Gambardella’s had always been one
of my favourite meeting places in
Blackheath but it usually closed at
about 5. The Scullery now has an
evening licence so will be opening for
supper, with wine served (currently the
only places at the Standard serving
evening meals are the Royal Standard
pub itself, and the legendary Sun Ya
Chinese restaurant).

The Scullery is just one of several
exciting new businesses to open at
Blackheath Standard in the last few
years – others include the chemist next
door, Mara Interiors & Coffee Shop on
Westcombe Hill, and over on Old Dover
Road the children’s toy and bookshop
Ottie and the Bea, the cookshop
Blackheath Cooks and Moca Cafe (in
what used to be Fosters, and reviewed
on the Blackheath Coffee Shops blog).
The Royal Standard has done well to
survive the recession and the slow
recovery since without any shops
standing empty for long. 

It has cemented its reputation as the
place to go for the sort of distinctive,
independent shops and cafes which are
becoming rarer in Blackheath Village
and Greenwich town centre because of
rent rises – by contrast, the council has
frozen shop rents on Old Dover Road
ever since 2008. 

The Royal Standard Business and
Traders Association is looking at how to
market the shops better, with help from
the council’s e-Business programme,
and a new Shopwatch scheme has
been set up to help traders work
together to prevent crime. The Royal
Standard is on the up, and long may it
thrive. 

Sharon Brokenshire MBE is founder
and Project Manager of the South 
London Special League. Here she 

reports on an event that the 
Westcombe Society helped to fund

Specialist Sports Camp
After a

really 
successful

week all
those who

attended
joined in

for a
photo

As a lad, Colin Woolven used to pop
into Gambardella’s Café at 48

Vanbrugh Park for a snack on his way
home from school. Now the chef to royals,
politicians, business tycoons  and London’s
social set has realised a dream to call this
historic eatery his own. Late in April The
Scullery opened its doors with a simple
ethos: traditional looks, modern food.

Colin has kept the interior almost exact-
ly as Gambardella’s left it with its vibrant
1950s style fixtures and fittings, many
taken from an old Lyons tea house. The
outside of the café however looks crisp and
modern with pot plants courtesy of Colin’s
wife Karen, a florist.

Colin grew up in Woolwich and
Ladywell. He did his chef training at the
South East London Technical College, then
set to  notching  up an impressive CV.  He
worked as head chef for an oil company,
then mastered the art of Nouvelle Cuisine
during 8 years at Claridges, the wonderful
art deco  hotel in Mayfair.For about a
decade he helped run a chefs’ agency, sup-
plying 45 top cooks to major sporting
events like Royal Ascot and Epsom.

From there Colin became head chef at
the Royal Naval College, creating banquets
for up to 500 people at one sitting. His
illustrious clientele included Prince Philip,
Prince Charles and Princess Anne.

Colin moved on to the heady heights of
the grand and historic Guildhall working
for  an “events” company based at Canary
Wharf.  We’re talking state dinners, a big
party for 2500 politicians and athletes after 

the 2012 Olympic Games, oh and a mere
1000 strong guest list for the reception
after Baroness Thatcher’s funeral. He also
cooked at Hever Castle, and for Lord 

and Lady De L’Isle at Penshurst Place. 
However, Colin’s dream was to run his

own restaurant, and when Gambardella’s
was up for grabs, he saw his chance. The
focus  at The Scullery is on fresh food
from local and near-local  suppliers: meat
from Sparks, fruit and vegetables from
Apples ‘n Oranges, coffee beans from
Dulwich, jams from Bermondsey, crois-
sants from Borough Market. Produce also
comes from  allotments Colin has started.

As well as breakfasts ( the full English
job comprises organic sausages, dry cured 

bacon, free range Kent eggs, slow roasted
tomatoes with herbs) , and lunches, twice a 
month there’s an evening “Supper Club” 
when customers can bring their own wine.

“The Parlor” at the back of The Scullery
is devoted to business meetings, coffee
mornings, afternoon teas, children’s parties
– you name it. Colin’s also talk excitedly
of his “Scullery at Home” concept –
catering for garden parties, small dinner
gatherings, birthday parties and  the like. 

Thanks to a local boy made good, a
Blackheath institution is reborn.

Raising the
Standard!

DIANE
BLACKWELL

PHOTOS:
Alex Grant

Many of you will be familiar with the
film The Odd Couple starring Jack

Lemmon and Walter Matheau. Not many
people are aware that Neil Simon also wrote a
female version of the same story and it is this
version that the Priory Players, Eltham, are
putting on on June 5th -  7th. As usual with
Neil Simon the play is full of sharp dialogue
and deft characterisation but this female ver-
sion, to many people, seems so much funnier. 
The venue: The Progress Hall, Admiral
Seymour Road, Eltham, SE9 1SL. Time:
7.45.  Box Office: 07502 450983.

Priory Players
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Planning applications can be
viewed in the library,  or at the
Woolwich Library on the lower
ground floor of the Woolwich
Centre, 35 Wellington St. They
may also be viewed on www. green-
wich.gov.uk/planning
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OpenGardens Festival

Christopher’s Column
Adapting to 
conditions

Tender species like fuchsias
started putting out leaves in March and after
a few blooms for a couple of months we have
had osteospermum and (overwintered) nas-
turtiums in full flower from April. 

To counteract this activity – no need for
the nitrogen boost this year – I applied a shot
of potash and will feed regularly till August
with tomato food to keep the flowers coming.

If you are thinking of bringing in new
plants to extend the flowering season, very
early species such as geranium malviflorum,
cardamine, doronicum or pachyphragma will
give leaves and flowers in a little sunshine.
For late colour, asters and nerines flower later
than most species and if you sow them late
(mid-June, say), easy-to-grow annuals like
sunflowers, marigolds, nasturtiums will
bloom late into the cooler weather.

It’s also high time to consider the ‘Chelsea
chop’ – to give more flowers for longer. At
least one author has written a whole book on
the subject but it’s not that difficult.  It’s tak-
ing out the tips or stems of flowering plants

to keep them bushier, produce more flower-
ing shoots, or simply to slow them down.

It works on lavender to spread the flower-
ing – any stems you nip out will produce
more side shoots – but works best on the
long-flowering French or Spanish species. 

Most established late flowering perennials
will take this treatment and you can chop the
whole plant, or just parts of it (keep an eye
on the shape). It won’t work on most bulbs,
hostas, daylilies and ground cover plants (like
heucheras) which produce single flowering
stems.

The most dramatic effect I have had is on
the tall verbascums – once you take out the
top of the old flower spike, they will branch
and make flowering shoots right up the stem. 
And some old favourites like wallflowers,
verbena, fennel, asters, fuchsias and
osteospermum will root easily now from
lengths of stem pushed into soil (and it will
be even quicker if you have a greenhouse or
light window sill). Whichever technique you
use to make more plants, water them well
and dose with tomato food.

Christopher Raven

An open letter to Boris
We attach a letter for your attention in relation to a proposed new IKEA store for
which Greenwich Borough Council granted outline planning consent on 3rd March
2014.  We understand that you are in charge of ratifying this proposal which we
consider is in breach of the London Plan, in particular:
· Quality of Life (page 7 of the London Plan)
· London's living places and spaces (including historic) (p. 206)
· Protecting London's Open and Natural Environment; Noise and air pollution  (p.215)

We believe that the Council’s decision to grant outline planning consent to IKEA is also
in breach of the Greenwich Unitary Development Plan Policy TC16 and The Town and
Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011. The Council
has recklessly chosen not to exercise a key power to protect local residents’ interests: the
right and duty to conduct its own Environmental Impact Assessment (“EIA”).   The
development qualifies for an EIA on many grounds, including that the proposed new
store will be more than 0.5 hectares in size, in an area  in which the environmental
quality standards laid down in EU legislation have already been significantly exceeded.

Greenwich is an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) with emission levels almost
twice as high as the limit imposed by your air quality management strategy (current
emissions recorded at 75 micrograms, compared to a limit of 40 micrograms).

We also consider that the development would significantly undermine the Site
Management Plan for the UNESCO World Heritage Site in Greenwich.  Paragraph
3.1.2 of the Site Management Plan expressly recognises that “traffic is the single great-
est problem affecting Greenwich Town”. Around 10 million visitors come to Greenwich
every year. The world average number of visitors to an IKEA store per year is 2.2 mil-
lion.  This would represent an increase in visitors of in excess of 20%, arriving with
vans and estate cars to collect flat pack furniture. The GLA is  one of the agencies
responsible for monitoring this Site Management Plan.

IKEA claims it has chosen this site for its connectivity to public transport and its
sustainability, yet its business model depends on people arriving in vehicles to collect

self-service flatpack furniture. A full size store and warehouse will bring traffic chaos
and increased pollution to an already congested area with illegal emission levels.

Please do not put the health of local residents and the future of the delicate and
beautiful protected Unesco Heritage site at risk by allowing in furniture giant.  Never
before has IKEA been granted permission to build a store in such a congested inner city
area. Please do not allow Greenwich to suffer from such an ill-considered experiment.

Yours sincerely, Michael & Sophie Howard, Humber Road

Jazz Concert
The Friends of Greenwich Park’s

popular midsummer jazz concert takes
place on Sunday 22nd June in the
Observatory Garden.  The Phoenix
Dixieland Jazz Band will be performing.

This is an event for the whole family:
Tickets are only £5.00, with under 16s
free.  (On the gate, £7.00.)

The Garden will open at noon. There
will be a bar, run by Davy’s of Greenwich,
and an icecream stall. BYO lunch!

Tickets: Please ring 8852 9540

Please try to find time to visit some of the 25 gardens open to the public over the
week-end of 14 -15 June 2-5.00 pm in aid of your local Hospice. There will be clus-

ters of gardens participating in Greenwich, Charlton, and Blackheath, so within easy
reach.  The gardens are very varied – some horticultural perfection, others more of a
‘wilderness’, but all are of interest: some have plants for sale, some offer home-made
refreshments. Look out for flyers and posters which will be distributed locally and full
details can be found on the Greenwich & Bexley Community Hospice web site – Open
Gardens Festival.  It is an excellent cause and as the NHS only covers a third of its costs,
the Hospice needs everyone’s support.   Some of the gardens are listed below:

Hélène Martin

Greenwich Park  From The Editor

The WN has received (and published)
several letters from Edward Hill that

are critical of Greenwich Park and the
impact on it of the 2012 Olympics.  

To most of us, the Park appears to be
more beautiful, and greener, than ever.
Moreover, the vast majority of people the
WN has spoken to say how much they
enjoyed the Equestrian events in the park,
and how pleased they were to share it with
the world.

I think it is now time to move on and
appreciate the Park in all its glory. Efforts
are being made to improve the biodiversity

beyond that which existed before, and
improvements made post-Olympics have
added to most people’s enjoyment of this
beautiful place.  The herbaceous border,
which is currently undergoing replanting,
will I am sure look amazing when it is
completed. 

It is surely now time to look forward
and enjoy what is one of the most beautiful
places in London.

Most of the community in Westcombe
Park community appear to share this view
and so far as the WN is concerned the cor-
respondence is closed. 

West Greenwich Cluster:

30 Hyde Vale, London SE10 8QH
Saturday 14th only The garden of an 1830s
tea-caddy house.
Refreshments: Pimms
34 Hyde Vale, London SE10 8QH
Saturday 14th & Sunday 15th
A south facing walled garden, with terrace,
lawn and upper level. 
Refreshments: Tea & Cakes
14 Crooms Hill, London SE10 8ER
Saturday 14th & Sunday 15th
A very large rear walled garden 
The Manor House, Crooms Hill,  SE10
8HG Saturday 14th & Sunday 15th
The north-facing garden is beautifully framed
by a church spire and huge sycamore 
Refreshments: None.
The White House, Crooms Hill, SE10 8HH
Saturday 14th & Sunday 15thWalled garden
to the home of former Astronomer Royal. 
Refreshments: Tea & Cakes
Hamilton House, 14 West Grove, SE10
8QT  Saturday 14th & Sunday 15th
The south facing garden is in a state of transi-
tion full of visual surprises – a wonderful
space for children to escape in.
Refreshments: Tea & Cakes
Prior Street Allotments, Prior Street,
London SE10 8SF Saturday 14th & Sunday
15th   Allotment holders will be on hand to
answer all your horticultural questions.
Refreshments: Tea & Cakes

Blackheath Cluster: 

27 Kidbrooke Gardens, Blackheath, SE3
0PD  Sunday 15th only
A terraced garden facing south
29 Kidbrooke Gardens, Blackheath,  SE3
0PD  Sunday 15th only
The front garden with an imaginative
design,while the garden behind the house
rises steeply. Refreshments: Teas & Coffees
54 Blackheath Park, Blackheath,  SE3 9SJ
Sunday 15th only Extensive, rambling, south
facing garden Refreshments: Teas & Coffees
28 Brookway, Blackheath,   SE3 9BJ
Sunday 15th only  A large south facing gar-
den   Refreshments.  Plants for sale
20 Manor Way, Blackheath, SE3 9EF
Sunday 15th only  A woodland garden has
been created near a wildlife pond.

ALSO why not visit 
Ballast Quay Garden   SE10 9PD

Run by and for the neighbours of Ballast Quay,
the garden was a wharf until the 1960s. With
sweeping river views the garden is home to
ferns, roses, irises, ornamental fruit trees, and a
handsome London plane, yet it retains signs of
its industrial past with valerian and other wild
flowers growing through the cracks in the old
river wall, an iron anchor and moorings for
tethering Thames barges. For the weekend it has
sculpture on sale by blacksmith Brian Greaves
and Kevin Herlihy, who designed and made the
goat memorial.  Free! 
Open: Saturday + Sunday 10:00–17:00

14 VANBRUGH HILL  ref 14/1098/F
Replace front railings, gate, & pathway. Install solar panel

48 HARDY ROAD  ref 14/0973/F
Construct single storey side extension 

20 HARDY ROAD  ref 14/1178/F
Construct a 2-storey front extension, rear extension, &

front and rear dormer windows (resubmission)
23C CHARLTON ROAD  ref 14/0900/F

Install timber windows, new slate roof & 3 roof lights
237 WESTCOMBE HILL  ref 14/0549/A

Install 2 non-illuminated fascia signs
99A COLERAINE ROAD  ref 14/1157/F

Loft conversion with raised roof ridge, rear dormers and 3
front roof lights (resubmission)

142 HUMBER ROAD  (APP/E5330/A/14/2217990)
(original application 14/0151/F) is going to appeal.

Final submission date is June 18th,

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
See also http//www.westcombesociety.org
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MARKET PLACE please send ads for the Market place with pay-

ment by the 10th day of the preceding month to: 

Marilyn little, 163, Westcombe Hill,   se3 7dp 

020 8853 1312 marilyn.little@btinternet.com

ALL classified adverts 30p per word.  Please make cheques

payable to The Westcombe Society

need Help WitH Your coMputer? Local tech-
nician provides home technical support & tuition. No
job too small, all in your own home. Glenn 84734091
BeGinner GuitAr lessons for all ages by
Trinity Guildhall qualified and A level music student.
Call Jack: 07542764527. Email:
jackkingdavidson@gmail.com
itAliAn tuition Native Italian teacher offers
lessons at all levels.  Preparation for GCSE, 
A-LEVELS courses, Grammar, Conversation 
Tel 07788 743371
MAtHs & enGlisH tuition and preparation for
11+ and independent school selection tests by quali-
fied and experienced teacher.marystuition.com Mary
Bauckham 07709089838 mary.bauckham@virgin.net
enGlisH/priMArY/11-plus tuition All ages
welcome. GCSE, A/S-Levels, Common Entrance,
Primary, etc.  Fully qualified, experienced teacher.
Call Hellin Halliday BA(Hons), PGCE  on  020 8858
7704 / 07928 017762 to discuss how I can help.
MulviHill AcAdeMY oF irisH dAnce
Adult and Child Irish Dance Classes available in the
Blackheath area. Come along for a fun-all-in-one
workout.  For more information call Rachel  on
07707 100521
sHoW Your coMputer WHo is tHe Boss
Are you looking for some extra help working with
your computer? Need some help with your digital
photos, online shopping and the jargon? To discuss
the options, call Paul on 07958 251 448 or email
paul.clayton@soulchip.co.uk
Knit And crocHet clAsses - Monday
evenings – spaces still available contact Michele 
for more information on michelej@gcc.ac.uk  

BlAcKHeAtH villAGe:
pAres FootWeAr
10% OFF all shoes over £20, excluding sale stock
rAFFles desiGner WeAr.
10% OFF all non-sale goods

GreenWicH:
nortH pole restAurAnt
12.5% OFF Meals only for two

3d divinG  

10% discount on all scuba diving courses.  Offer

excludes scuba diving equipment.

GreenWicH coMMunicAtion centre

at 164 Trafalgar Road: 10% discount on all

Computer Maintenance and Repairs (including

Laptops!)   We are your local friendly independent

computer shop!
HuMBer roAd:
BodYWorKZ - tHe Fitness clinic
109 Humber Road.10% OFF all treatments costing
£30 or more except Chiropody; exc.Saturdays.
roYAl nepAlese restAurAnt
(Station Crescent) 20% OFF meals for two or more
Sunday - Thursday.
tHe curious coMB
10% discount on services over £30 Weekdays
8am-10am, 2pm-4pm (excludes retail purchases).
coriAnder restAurAnt
(Station Crescent) 25% off Sunday to Thursday.
Bookings only!

tHe  stAndArd:
coton & HAMBlin - opticiAns
5% OFF frames, sunglasses & accessories
KArAn cHeMist 10% OFF Weds. only
MArnells - diY 10% OFF Wednesdays
Well BeAn - HeAltH Goods 
10% OFF all purchases over £20 (no credit cards)
BlAcKHeAtH eYecAre centre
25% off 2nd pair of spectacles. (same prescription.
Not in conjunction with any other offer. (Complete
glasses start from £49.95 with single vision lens-
es). 5% off contact lens solution and accessories
troJAn press 10% OFF all quotations

WestcoMBe Hill
A * drivinG scHool   £5 discount on the price 
of one x 2 hour lesson for WS members.
tHe Wonder WoMen netWorK
Offers a 10% discount
cApitAl rooFinG 5% discount on any work
up to £1000  Tel. 0208 858 5123
GArtel desiGn & construction
5% discount on any work  up to £1000
Tel. 0208 858 5123
oldstuFF 10% discount on all products at
http://www.theoldstuff.co.uk
WestcoMBe pArK roAd
Karen storey of Homespace offers members
10% discount on decluttering & homestaging 
services 0844 846 5854  www.home-space.biz
peninsulA
sHendA FAlveY personAl trAininG &
BootcAMps Free bootcamp session at
Greenwich Peninsula worth £10. Book to secure
place (excludes existing customers)
25% off first personal training session plus free
consultation  M: 07887 727 335
www.shendafalveypersonaltraining.com

BUY LOCAL!
Discounts available on production  of  your

Westcombe Society membership card.

Shower and Bathroom Specialists  

2A Hassendean Rd, Blackheath SE3 8TS
Telephone: 0208 8858 7359

rgaustin@fsmail.net

GAS
SAFE

Heating Engineers,
Property Maintenance,

Electrics, Painting,
Decorating, Plumbing,

Central Heating, 

r . G.Austin
(Established 1963)

ACCOMMODATION

TUITION

GARDENING

HOLIDAYS

PERSONAL CARE & THERAPY

SERVICES & TRADE

2 Doors Cars, 5 Door Cars, Transit Connect, Short Wheel Base Transit, Long Wheel Base Transit and Luton with tail 
lift available. 

£200.00 Security Deposit 
100 Miles included per day 

Liable Excess of Collision Damage up to £500.00 we do offer a wavier 
Check out our website or call us for a full price list 

 

The Greenworks, 145 Nathan Way, Thamesmead, London, SE28 0AB 
0208-858-7211 

 

 

ROOMS FOR HIRE

decorAtinG, electrics Plumbing and Property
Maintenance. Est, 25 years. References available.
Phil McNamara 8857 5480, mobile 07814 360862
dAvidson plAsterinG And decorAtinG
services Ceilings repaired or renovated. Artex
ceilings skimmed to a smooth finish. Painting and
Decorating. Insurance work undertaken. C&G quali-
fied. Small jobs welcome. Free advice and esti-
mates. Phone 8316 0990/07746 121510
toM ellis BespoKe cArpentrY Kitchens,
Alcove units, bookcases, wardrobes, dressers and
tables. Happy to quote. 85198947 (m) 07540579027
ArcHitecturAl  interior  desiGn            
Architectural interior design for internal and external
projects. Concept through to planning & build.
Contact : info@lizbulldesign.com or 07739 903752
for information.
HoMeWorKs 
All-round handyman for those DIY’s you have no time for!
General repairs. Painting & Decorating. General Carpentry
and flooring. Flat-pack assembly. Patio and deck cleaning.
No job too small. Contact Matthew Barron 07903 388658.
s.s.d Builders ltd.
Long established Building & Roofing Company avail-
able for free estimates & advice. ALL works under-
taken,  from guttering to Refurbishments.  All works
viewed within 24 hours, fully insured & guaranteed.
Call us today on 07931 536533 or 020 8305 1039
puBBle plAsterinG Need a  plasterer with excel-
lent references?  Work is of high standard. Qualified
C&G. Plastering-Rendering-Plasterboarding - Repairs.
Free quotes!  Call Alex on 07547 468459/0203 092 0684
- new number!  pubbleplastering@googlemail.com
s.s.d pluMBinG And HeAtinG
Friendly local plumber available for free estimates and
advice.  All works undertaken, no job too small, from
boilers to bathroom suites, all works viewed within 24
hours, fully insured and  guaranteed. Call today on
07931 536533 or 8305 1039
cArpentrY And JoinerY
Alcoves, wardrobes, radiator covers & general
household woodwork. Showroom: 0208 852 7222
www.carpentryandinteriors.co.uk 
MArK cHeeseMAn, locAl cArpenter And
Joiner with 30 years experience.  All aspects of
carpentry and construction carried out considerately
and to a high standard. Reinstatement of original
Victorian/Edwardian/Georgian details, ie shutters,
skirtings, plinth blocks, picture rails, cornices etc.
Bespoke joinery, wardrobes, cupboards, stairs,
kitchens. Sash windows overhauls. Resin timber
repairs.  Please call M: 07767 456131 or 
H: 020 8854 4028
c.s. cArpentrY-JoinerY Decorating and all
building work undertaken.   Joseph McNamara
02088575480, mobile 07947155366
HAve You Got tHe sKills or tiMe For diY?
or is it all just such an effort! 
if that’s your problem, i can solve it !
*  Decorating including preparation, painting, 

wall-papering  & special finishes.  
*  Re- hanging doors and putting up shelving.
*  Re-laying floors-lino, wood laminates & ceramics.  
*  Domestic Electrical work.
*  Plumbing-taps, showers,radiators and external.  
*  Garden revival and maintenance  
if you need help with any of these please call
tony: 0208 856 9398  M: 07961 540836
http://www.tonysdiy.com/
locAl cArpet cleAner  Specialist in cleaning
Carpets, Upholstery & rugs. Competitive rates. M:
07828503132  Email: adam@carpetcrew.co.uk
http://www.carpetcrew.co.uk/
electriciAn / AlArM enGineer  No job too small
TMIET registered. Call 0787 9011792
BlAcKsMitH/desiGner producing a range of
handmade high quality products including unique
plant obelisks, benches, fire pits etc. Bespoke design
and make service available. For more information
visit www.wroughtandriveted.co.uk or Tel. Jon Hone;
workshop 01227 832635 Mob; 07702 495554
siMMonds HAndYMAn       

Property and maintenance services. Electrical, deco-

rating, telephones, general repairs. 079 4198 2895
tAllGABles picture FrAMinG
All works undertaken at very reasonable 
prices. Contact Emily on 07787 524265
@tallgables or Tall Gables via Facebook

˚˚

Good reliABle Host FAMilies wanted for for-
eign students. For more info. please contact Lynne
on 01732 822649 or email sesgreenwich@aol.com

rooMs For Hire For MeetinGs, meditation,
music, movement. Quaker Meeting House close to
Blackheath Station. Reasonable rates. Contact Sue
07908 587695 quakerhall@aol.com
Function rooM For Hire
Blackheath area, up to 150 people, Bar, disabled
access. Tel 07940 296290

GArden MAintenAnce:  mowing, weeding, pruning,
communal garden contracts,   fruit and vegetables,
gardening tuition, RHS qualified, also domestic cleaning.
Call John and Rachel 0208 316 0990 / 07746 121510

WHitstABle WeeKends / WeeKs  Sea wall house
between Oyster Warehouse and Harbour. Sleeps 5.
Fantastic views. 8858 6578 or 013 04 367443
nortH YorKsHire Moors The Georgian
House. Delightful period house in charming
Pickering market town. Sleeps 10. http://www.
thegeorgianhouse.co.uk/ Tel: 07876 385189 
House to rent Sole Rose is a charming and
beautifully furnished period house in the popular
seaside town of Southwold, Suffolk.  Situated
within easy walking distance of the High Street,
beach and pier.  Sleeps 4/6.
http://www.solerose.co.uk 07876385189

BlAcKHeAtH Holistic HeAltH service.
counsellinG, AleXAnder tecHniQue,YoGA
tel: 020 8858 5969 /1991, www.bhhs.selondon.co.uk
pilAtes clAsses At MYcenAe House.
Thursday's 2.00 - 4.00 pm. All levels welcome, mats
provided. Please contact Hilary for further details on
07970 290818

pHone/BroAdBAnd socKets.
Improved Broadband speed plates, Fault Finding
Repairs, New Extensions, Tidying of cables. 25 yrs
BT, Insured. 07845-705900  
lAdderless Gutter cleAninG, up to 40ft,
inspection camera.  Local-guttercleaner.co.uk 
Tel. 07791 465052 
t.tA electrics NICEIC approved installer, profes-
sional & punctual.  Free estimates, pls call Tony on
07961 509403 or  020 84887425. 
All WorKs GuArAnteed. www.ttaelectrics .co.uk
piAno tuner Prompt friendly service from an expe-
rienced, fully qualified tuner technician.   For tuning and
repairs  call Jim Kimberley 0208 305 0033
MAlcolM tierneY, cArpenter 
Specialist in refurbishment, repair and replacement 
of sash windows.   0777 5657371
crAFtY peAr coFFee And crocHet
Come along and improve your crochet skills in a
relaxed environment whilst enjoying tea, coffee,
homemade cake and chat!Tuesdays 12.30-2.30 at
45 Mayhill Rd, Charlton. £10 per session.  Call Lisa
on 07771647618 for more information or to book a
place
electriciAn / AlArM enGineer  No job too small
TMIET registered. Call 0787 9011792
AndreW FletcHer Painting, Decorating & Tiling
services. Over 20 years' experience, fully insured.
References available. Call 07702 094382
A MAn And A vAn
Tel: 020   8858 3889 Mobile: 07885 917842
interior decorAtor & cArpenter
with over 20 years experience. A member of the guild
of mastercraftsman. Free quotes & friendly advice
on all your decorating requirements. Local refer-
ences available. Tel. Ashley Greaves 8858 2981
pest control services  All types of pests
dealt with. Call John 02083003496
eXperienced locAl ArcHitect
offering full range of architectural services, including
planning and building regulations applications, tech-
nical and construction drawings, full project manage-
ment, and site work. Registered with the Architects
Registration Board.  Mob: 07853423130 
Email: gj@gjhanjeearchitects.com

MEfA Montessori Weekly Family 

Programme (during term time) at Montessori
House, 135 Westcombe Hill, Blackheath, SE3 7DP 
Contact 0208 305 2202 or 07710433994
Tuesdays:  Afternoon Montessori (2-8 years) 1-3pm
at Mycenae House After-school Nurture group (4-
12 years) 3.30-5.30 at Mycenae House
Wednesdays: Preschool 9.30 -11.30 (2-6 years)
Baby Montessori 1.30-2.30 (pregnant -1 year)
Toddler Montessori 2.45-3.45 (1-2 years) All at
Montessori House 
Thursdays: (2-8 years) 1-3pm at Mycenae House

Childcare for ages 3 months – 5 years

I can see a 

great nursery  

from here
If you’re looking for a nursery that will help your child to grow and develop – 
choose Zoom Nurseries.

At Zoom every child enjoys an individual Learning Journey. A record that tracks 
their daily progress through our fantastic fun-filled learning environment.

It’s just one of the tools we use to keep our parents up-to-date with their child’s 
achievements, as well as their personal, social and emotional development. 
It’s an important tool, one that helps us ensure that when they leave Zoom to 
start school, they leave as independent learners and thinkers, ready for the 
challenges ahead.

With nurseries in Eltham, Hither Green and Blackheath, that between them 
have three Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ judgements, and places available, you don’t 
have to go far to give your child a great start. 

To find out more and arrange an informal visit please 
call Ann Briley, Assistant Childcare Director on  
020 8318 1133 or email annbriley.zoom@gmail.com

Or visit our website for more details www.zoomnurseries.com

SPECTRUM
Painters and Decorators

Interior/Exterior

No job too Small
Clean and Reliable

Free Estimates
30 Years Experience

Call 020 8853 2759 
or 07950815412

trAined cHiMneY sWeep & stove instAller

Fast, friendly Happy to work!  Call Anthony on

07772649577 or email: chimneymaintenance@gmail.com
WestcoMBe cleAners I'm a friendly, hard work-
ing & organised domestic cleaner. Regular or single
services. Competitive rates. Additional tasks. I love
my clients to be happy.  Phone (020) 8853 8671

WAnted: 1-2 bedroom flat for purchase by local
resident.   Please call Eva 07957 855175 or email
eva.oxford2012@gmail.com
WAnted  rooM in A House 
as a pied-a`-terre, every three months or so.
0208 853 2308 or email: qavima@gmail.com.

WAnted

Evening Receptionist (job-share) required
for Bereavement Support Charity

Located in Eltham
This is planned to be a job-share for two people 
Requires a reliable mature person with initiative, 

outstanding people skills, reassuring manner, and capable
of great team-work  Basic computer knowledge would be

an advantage
5pm to 9pm Mon/Tues/Weds/Thurs to be a job-share

£8.80 ph – (8 hours per week)
Apply for job description and application form to:

greenwichcruse@btconnect.com
The Manager, Greenwich Area, Cruse Bereavement
Care, St Lukes Hall, Westmount Road, London SE9

1XQ. 020 8850 9429
Closing date: 13th June 2014
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